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It U confidently bdieved a pnblicadoii of 

Uus kindi will be highly apceptable to all thofe whofe 

wiih or whofe bufinefs it i« to teach, to leanii or to 

jfX^G&k the art of being perfuafire and commanding in 

pulpit fpeaking. A part of it confifts of rolesi and the 

remainder prefent$ models. Thofe who are not able 

to procure, or to perufe the larger works, from which 

the fele£Uons are made \ thofe whofQ wa^ts or indina- 

• •*i* *••**•*•* ^, 
tions will be confulted, by having 'mu^ naluable wak-i ' 

ter in a fmall compafs, mud be gratified Vui^ &iye^)}j 
the prefent compilation.«-The jndicsou^fl^tS lAfjfsftr/ 
ing articulation, emphafis, pauf^;^, tones kni geftufe^ 
definrve the ftudy of all who would attain that proprie- 
ty and grace of n»anner fo eflential to oratory, and who 
would avoid defeats and tranfgrelHons in thefe points fo 
often witnefled, and fo injurious to the full effe£l8 of 
the heft matter. The Eflay by Jerningham on pulpit 
eloquence is an eloquent and fervent recommendation 
of that mode of pulpit compofition and delivery, which 
ututes ejirneftnefs and warmth with accuracy and 
reafori* The charaflcr of Dr. Gregory, whofe obfer- 
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?Btm» tra indnded in fik$ woifct «nAlii kfan to It 

Iicard wkk attcntiM. 

Mmy luTe kantt the lim^ idio jre pi«Gl«^ 

fhe works of Boflaet^ MafiHon, tnd other Fraidi 

prcMbers and fimeral orators. They rnuft be plesTcd 

to get portionlof (hem in an £h^Uh ir^fs fui&cient to 

give feme idea of the lund df merit they pdfl^. Of 

fiofluet^s fefmons, it is faidi bj t competent anct im* 

partial judge^ <« His printed iermons are radi^ th^ 

flcetche^ of a great matter than fimdied pieced ^^ bUi^ti^ 

renders them more valuable to thofe wh6 delight in 

fuch defigns, to fee the ra]pid ftrokes and dafiies bf a 

/.bolcf*a:hd*frto*haRJL stnd the firft hints of creative enthu^ 
:*••• . vv ••• • ^ 

fi;}fm--;-iR.funetal oriitions^ of which we publifh Ibme 

• J • « • •• 

of ttiTJ tefl/he had neither fupcrior nor equal. MaJT- 
**iiQtSh;.fer;lM\prt>inu^unc^ to be, on the whole, the beft 
writer of fermons> which modern times have produced, 
Bifliop Portcus, from whom a fpecimen is taten, is 
deemed by judges to excel in this fpccics of Cottipofi* 
tion. 
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Of STE^KIKG. How to make jourfelf kfard vntiotH 
any dijfficu/tj^ 

THE firft thing to which a fpeaker ought to at* 
tend, when he gets up, is to make himfelf heard, 
not only with eafe to himfelf, but to thofe who com* 
pofe bis auditory ; for if he is not heard without diffi* 
culty by them, they will not give thcmfelves the trouble 
of attending, as they are unwilKng to plague thcmfelves 
about that which requires to much of their attention. 
Befides the ear being at fuch great pains to make out 
the nvords^ the mind would be thereby inattentive to 
the matter delivered. 

To avoid thefe inconveniences, you ought to have a 
clear Jirong voice, fo that you may be able to fill the 
place in which yOu fpeak, and that your tones may 
reach the ear of the fartheft perfon in th^ aflembly* 
Some people have this power naturally, and in ^is re- 
fpeA are. peculiarly fortunate, if th^y difchargA their 
duty by improving* it to the beft advantage. But by 
thofe whom nature has not fo favoured, great things 
may be done, if they call in the affiftance of art^ fup« 
poOng there is nothing defeSive in their organs of 
fpeech, for in that cafe it would be much better for 
them to turn their mind to fome other purfuit than 
that which requires a public delivery. 

~ Hqhv tojlrengthen the voic^f* 
If your voice be only weak.aiKi inclined to tenuity, 
fpeak aloud in your chamber a quantity 6very day of 
whatever you may be reading. — At firft do not deliver 
or read out much, for you may thereby injure inftead 
of ftrengthening your organi— Jacreafe the quantity by 
• B degrees, 
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degrees, for it is by degrees and perfeveraacc that you 
may hope to accotnplifh your purpofe. Your orgatis 
will thus gradually open»'an4 your tones will gain pow- 
er every day. — It is aftonifliing how prafticc will 
jftrengthen 2XkA give vigour to the voice, and ultimately 
bring it to a perfeftion that will enable the fpeaker to 
do almoft any thing with iu That of Demofthenes was 
naturally weak, and it was by praftice, and no other 
means, that he brought it to fuflScient ftrength. If, 
therefore, you have nothing to complain of but a nveak 
voice, do not defpair, but purfue^what others have fuc* 
cefsfully doae before you, and read or deiiver abud by 
yourfelf fuch a (jbtantity which you think will not over* 
ftrain your powers* 

PAUX^TEEINC. Uqv) .to get rid of it. 
If you are apt to faulter in your fpetch^ accuftom 
ypurielf, in your private readings^ to pronounce your 
wocds aiKi fyllables fb difiiftSily one after anot!her, that 
they may all have x\i€\x full found znA proportion. When 
you have done tbirfor {pme time, and have got a habit 
of fpeaking de/Oerately plain, you may afterwards ex- 
press yourfelf more ^//cf/?//^^ and without that r^ir^ and 
deliberation io eflfentially nei^e^ry at firft. If you Sndr 
it a very difficult matter to avoid this fault oifaidtering 
or fiammMng, and that when you come to particular 
fentences or/>An^/— in that cafe you would do well to 
ihange the order of the words, inferring a fmooth parti- 
cle or two, and putting ^7w«y/««/<tf words into the place 
of tbofe wliich made you faulter, and, you will thus 
eafily correft yourielf of the error. 

OF BELLOWING, or SPEAKING TOO LOUD — To he avoided. 
ft is very unbecoming and difagreeable to fpeak to. loud, 
or rather to bellow out fuch a tremendous found as renders 
every thing faid fo confiiied, that all articulation is de- 
ttroyed. — -ftMny pcopl« think that this gives a dignity 
and majejly to what they fay -, biit <m the contrary it 
deprives their fpeeches of one of their greateft objefts, 
that of being clearly and dij0in^ly heard. This method 
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ibfiLIC SPEAKING. 15 

IS fo deftruftiv'c of all good fpeaking, that the worda 
may be faid^ not to be uttered, but that every thing is a 
confufed budtOe oifmnd ^nd noife. 

MUMBJLIKG, ^r SPEAKINO TOO MUCH TO YOURSBLF— . 

To be correBed, 

This is an error quite contrary to the one I have juft 
mentioned, and takes place when a man does .pot open 
his mouth %md^ enough to give proper room for his ^ord^ 
to pafs. By this means he makes a kind of rumbling 
m\fe about the rwfoi his mouth, as if he were fpeaking 
out of a cave or a hogjbead^ and hardly ever fends forth 
one dtftinEi founds or conveys one articulate word, much 
farther than his teeth or lips. This holhtu way of fpeak- 
ing is no lefs unpkafant than the one above mentioned. 

THE VOIfE TO BE MADE SOFT and ACREEABLE tQ th§^ 
EAR. ^ 

As the wifli of a fpeaker is certainty to be heard with 
pleafure and deligm^ he ought to endeavour to make 
his voice z%Jkveet^ foft^ and agreeable as he poffibly can 
—Every thing harfii and difiordatit in his tones muft be 
got rid of, and which for the moft part arifc from 
nothing elfe but bad habits-^Bnt where the fault lies in 
the natural formatimi of his organs^ in that cafe no ef- 
feflual remedy can be admtniftered) but petfeverance 
and a little labour may certainly do a great deal. That 
the art of foftening and harntonizing the voice may b« 
acquired by cnre and indujlr^y is plain from what Cicero 
did in this particular \ for he had a very rude cmrfe voice 
before he went inta Grtece^ but by (laying there fome 
time he brought it, by habit, to fo m\xch/weetne/s and 
delicacy^ that he charmed the ear with the fi/tefi Jhunds 
imaginable. You muft therefore try to give your voice 
fuch zfmoothnefsi that the turns ^ tones ^ and cadences of it: 
may pleafe the ear of your auditor, although he (hould 
not underftand in the lead either your lunguagey or the 
fubje£i you are fpcakjng of. ♦ 

NEVEl^ 
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NEVER SPIT, cr H»M» %vbiU Jpeakifig. 

Several people have a cttftom of /pitting and hemming 
in their fp^cch, which are not only difguding to the 
iyes and ears of their hearers^ but confiderably interrupt 
their delivery- — ^The latter habit is very common even 
among the nrft fpeakers in both the Houfe rf Lords and 
Commons. The late Lord AJbburton had it to very great 
excefs, which teadered him, with other caufes^ a moft 
difagreeabie and ungracious deliverer, although what he 
fnd was always to the purpofe, and logically corre£lr* 
Bo^h thefe vices (hould be carefully avoided. 

OT VARYING THE VOICE. 

You ought to vary the voice according to the changes 
of your fubjeft, the paffions you would exgrefs your- 
fdt, or excite in others, the feveral parts of your fpeech^ 
and according to the nature of the words you make 
ttfe of. — ^There is nothing fo grating to the ear of an 
auditory, or that gives them fo much difgufl:,as a voice 
continually in xhtfame iey^ without the lead divi^n or 
variety f and yet this is the common fault of moft fpeak- 
ers. There are few voices fo bad that might not be 
rendered not only bearable^ but pleafant^ if their owners 
knew how to give them thofe turns and variations which 
are io neceflary in the courfe of a fpeech, in order to 
keep alive the attention of the hearer. A uniformity of 
tone not on\j palls upod the ear^ but is extremely prej- 
udicial to whatever you fay— It places every part of a 
fpeech on the fame level, takes away all j>^i;^r from that 
which ought to have the greateft Jlrengthf not only of 
argument but of exprejfion^ and reduces all to that equal-' 
ity of found, which gives no more diJiinElion to tiit paf' 
tons^ than to the. dryeft part of a cold and regular narra- 
tion. This monotony is too common a fault on the Jlage^ 
in the pulpit, the fenate, at the bar, and, in fad, in ev- 
sry place where public /peaking is praEli/ed, 
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n&W T6 COltE tOUHSfiW Of A MONOTONOns TONK. 

The befl: way to get rid of a monotwy of tom^ is to 
attend particularly to common converfation^ to the chiU 
chat of a tea-table^ Or tht method with which people 
pronounce their ordinary difcourfe. Mind likewife the 
way that women exprefs themfclvps when they feel the 
fubjefl they talk upon ; fuch as when they pronounce 
their forrows for the lofs of a hujhand^ a child^ or any 
other fond and beloved relative. When'you have done 
this, endeavour to es^prefs yourfelf, when in/ntw/^, af- 
ter the fame manner as if upon the fame occafions.-- By 
thefe means you will infenfibly improve your voice^ 
ar^d, in time, give it that r'tchnefs arid variety^ which are 
efientially Aieceflary to your becoming a popular fpeaker*. 

RULES FOR VARYING THE VOICE. 

There are the following diftin£iions in the voice— ^ 
A high t^one or a low one, a vehement or a fift one, a 
fwift Qx Jlow one. The fpeaker's bufinefs is to keep 
up a jufl meafure in thefe diftin£tions, and thereby 
obferve that variety which I have (hewn is fo cflentiak 
The principal thing is to maintain a proper medium of 
tone, becaufe any extreme is exceedingly difagreeable. 
Firft, with refpefl to its height^ you, ought to take care 
not to raife it, as feme people do, continually to the 
highffi note it can reach, or, on the other hand^ mull 
you fihk it fo low, as to render yourfelf fcarcely intelli-. 
gible. . To be conftantly graining it to the top deftroya 
the fclemnity of preachings the weight and dignity of 
pleading, and gives to every thing you fay zfqueaking ef^ 
fetninacyy unbecoming a manly and impre^ve fiptdkcT, 
It often likewife creates a l^ar^ and umnuftcal found ^ 
and frcijuently occafions a iii?^/}^//^ in the threat^ that 
will prevent you from being able to io the fmalleft juf.^ 
tice to whatever you afterwards fay. The contrary exm. 
treme is jujQ: as bad ; for to utter in a loiif bafsh a kind^ 
©f muttering^ and you may as well fit down as continue 
in fuch an unintelligible manner,; not one word in teat 
leaching, thft ear of your auditoia.. To cure yourfelf of 
B % tdii?fe 
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thefe imperfe£lions, when you are alone attune (he 
tones of your voice to your ear, (vhic]||^ght to be 
nicely correct) and whatever offends it immediately txr 
to amend, and bring it to that bamumous fiund whica 
is pleafant to yourfelf ; for if your organs of hearing 
be perfeA, they will ferve^ in this refpe^i as a juft and 
faithful guide. 

KOT TO BE TOO VIOLENT WITH YOUR YOICE* 

Do not be fond enforcing your tones too often to that vr-^ 
hemence which yoa cannot fupport long without confid* 
crable pain to your felf, and which, perhaps, might be the 
means of cracking your twr^, which, like thejtriftgs of a 
tnuftcal inftmment^ frequently breaks when wound up torn 
high. On the contrary, you (hoold not . bc^too gentle 
and rnlldfpokeny as thele deftroy thc^r^^ and energy of 
jour^ecb, and make it no more attended to, than the 
nimfy tone of an CftiLirssrf Jlory^eller, 

TOO OREAT A VOLUBILITY TO BE AVOIDED. 

The volubility of youT utterance ought always to be 
moderated in fuch a manner as to prevent you from be- 
ing too precipitate^ a fault which moft people commit, 
and which injures -very materially their articulation ^ 
for it often creates a thicknefs in their fpeaking, one 
word following another with fuch rapidity, that all^r»- 
nunciaticn is deftroyed, and every thing is hurried ^nA 
eonfofed. This is a vicious mode of delivery, and what- 
ever abilities you may otherwife have, this one ertpr 
will render them all as ufelefs. All Jtuency (houtd be 
kept within bounds, or clfe it becomes an unmeaniog^ 
gabble^ and a chaotic jumble of nxjords. The objeft of 
elocution is to perfuade ; but how can a fpeakcr expeft 
to convince his hearers, if he does not give them time to 
thinks or reafon, upon what he fays ? and how (hould a> 
jury be able to keep up with a lawyer whofe language 
may be faid to nVfe /g^7=^0f rcaforis and arguments 
thus hurled upon the ear as quick as fiafbes of lightning 
upon the eye^ it is impoflible that one iiUwenty can be 
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PU5UC SPEAKING,. 19 

remembeved, . and confequently they muft efi«£luall]r 
foil of their intended efFeil;, . i 

..This pradiceof fpeaking too faft, without obferving^ 
the proper paufesi is a great difadvantage to Uie fpeaker 
himfelf, as well as an indecency to an auditory. Dit- 
tin£lion oi^periodsi the fitxe cadeoces that adorn and il« 
luftrate a fpeech with grace and ornament f cannot be 
preferved in the ^onfufion oi preeipitatbn^ and the proper 
time oi drawing the breath not being allowed, the lungt 
are veryoften thereby con/iderablyaiFe^ied. Every perfon 
who wifhes to diftinguifii himfelf as a fpeaker, (hould 
carefully avoid this error, but not go to the other ex« 
treme, which is equally as bad, namely,, 

SPEAKING TOO SLOW. 

The habit of drawiing oyit by degrees, and with the- 
fame regular tenor of found, one word heavily after" 
another,, has a mod fimmferous effe£t upon the atten^ 
tion, and ihoufd therefore be got rid of.-*— The befl; way 
b to reguiatc your tongue agreeably to the earrx>f your- 
auditors, without either fpeaking fafter than they can- 
fQjlow you, or draitding: out your words Jlower than?- 
they have patience to attend to-— Your fpeech ought to 
be. fometimes Jtuenty but not too qaick^ and refemble^ 
excepting where the paffions are concerned, more the f 
flow of a gliding ftream, than the rapidity of a torrent. 

The djitiniflions in tlie voice, which are here mtxi^' 
tloned,. give, the power of great variation of tone ^ 
but this ought not to be done everhaflily (excepting in 
fome few occafions) with too con^icums si ^LiS^xtrxct be- 
tween one found 2XiA another i but let cine tone, as it 
were, melt oxjlide into another, and not make fuddetdy 
(o palpable a change, as to thofe who did not fee you 
would appear as if another perfonhad judftarted up 
lofpeak* 

TO VARY THE VOICE ACCORDING TO THE SUBJECT. . 

If you fpeak of fuch things as you wiflb your* hearers ^ 
only to underfland^ and nothing elfe, there is no need of 
any great heat or fpirit in put deliveryi^ but a clear 
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^HnB Toite wili anfwer fufficiently the purpofe ; be^' 
caufc your objedl is not to move the feelingi and affec^ 
tknt fo much as tp inform the underflanAng'^Y^Mt if 
you defign to make your hearers admiit the tmnty 
and goodnefs of the Creator, his mfddm and fpwer, you 
mud do it with ugraw voice, and with a hmoiadtm^ 
miion. 

If you fpeak of the oBi^tis of any pcrfon that deferve 
commendation^ aiid fuch as you would with to have your 
attditorr^ualtie as much as you efteem them yourfelf ; ot 
if you fpeak of tfiofc that are unju^ and infamous^ and 
^vfaich you would have your hearers abhor and defr/l as 
much as you do,you mud adjuft your voice to the quality 
of the one and the-other — expreffing the firff wkh nfu/i^ 
lofty ^ and a kind otfatisfa^ry tone, and the other with 
Vijlrofigi vioknt, and pq//icndte voice, and with a tone of 
anger and detejlation, 

. If you fpeak of Hit events o( human lifiy you miift 
give, in the relation, thofe that 2Xt fortunate^ a brijk and 
€heerful\ov^i and thofe that are, on the contrary, unfor^ 
tfmate^ with fad and mournful accents. The tone of 
mirth fuits well the charadcr of good fortune and a meU 
cmholy one is proper for any ftory refpefting difappoint^ 
ment and ofjiiBions, The one is a fubjeft of gaiety and . 
gnod humour^ and the other of melancholy and dejeBion. 

Things refpefting nature muft be fpoken with a tdnc 
of eafe and clearnefi^ but require no exertion, we 
Uriean in plain narration-*— Yet thofe are not all atile-^ 
for fomc arc more confidcrable than others with refpeft 
to their grandeur^ beauty^ and luflre — fach, for inftance, 
are the heavens yTaot^ noble than the earthy tht fun and 
^rs are fat fuperior to herbs and infeBs / and therefore 
they are not to he fpoken of with the fame tone of voieey 
&[ equal ftrefs of pr$nunci{aian. 

The aBions znd events of human life t<K) are not all fim* 
ilar, becaufe a great crime^ or an extraordinary cruelty y\% 
infinitely ^vorfe than the omiflion of the payment of a 
common debt; the nMe eMploifs of a bra'oe conqueror are 
to be confideied as deferving a higher rank than the 
vulgar aflioQS of a i?aptaiti of a mob- 1 smd the iafcty of x' 
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mfhole kingdom is of more confequence than the mtereil 
of 2. private individual — They then confequently require^ 
whenever they are introduced into a difcourfe, a diflSsr* 
cat kind of delivery, according to the divet^tj of the 
/ubjefls'ifor it would be ridiculotts to fyczkfomman 
and ordinary things with a fokmn tragical tone, and 
equally abfurd, on the other hand, to fpeak of great and 
important affairs with a tone of unconcern zai familiari* 
tyy fit only for the prattle of a tea-table, 

HOW TO VART THE VOICE ACCORDING TO THE PAS- 
SIONS. 

The beft way to make others feel the fame paffion or 
mffiStion of the mind you would wifli to exprefs,'is to 
cohfider with care and attention what^you are going to 
fpeak of V <* force your foul (as Shakefpeare fays) to 
youT own conceit/* and you will thereby be feiiiibly 
Uuched with the fubjetSl, and be able to move others 
upon it with more effedual fympathy. Some orators 
have brought^ by art^ a counterfeit r^milaiice.oi feeling 
to much perfe£^ion, and although} at the time, they 
have not felt themfelvesy ftill have contrived to make 
their auditors feel, and that to an aftoniftiing degree-— 
. But there have been but few who have excelled in this 
talent, for without it is exquiiGtely done, the whole de- 
ception is immediately fecn through, and confcquently 
can have lio other power but that of creating rifibili- 
ty in the audience. The method I have above advifed, 
and which is more particularly mentioned in a fubfe- 
quent part of this work, is in&nitely the beft, and can 
by habit be accompliflied by alraoft every body whofe 
feelings are properly refined. If you are offeBedy your 
emotion will foon difplay itfelf by thcjvoice, whichj 
like the Jf ring of an in/lrument, will found as it is touched. 
It will exprefs love by a fifty gay^ and charming tone ; 
hatred by zjharpyfulleny znd fever e one ; joy with zfull^ 
fowingy and brt/k tone ; and grief with a dully heavy y and 
firrowful one, occafionally heaving ^fgh from the bof 
om. Fear is demonftrated by a trembling agitated 
VQicej fometimes interrupted by a perpkpdiy and appre^. 

henfion 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



It PUBLIC SPEAKING- 

ien/hn of thooght. Cmfidence, on the contrary, is AiCr 
covered by a i^ud^ Jirong tone, always hold and dalrtrtg^ 
but ever within the. bounds of decendy and moderatioft^ 
^ngtr is exprefied by a Jharp^ impetu&us^ and violent 
tone, often taking breathy and the utterance frequently, 
ffm/thired by xhtjrength of the pqffion-^hs for inftancc 
in the tragedy of Cymbeline) when Pofthumus fufpefte 
the contiDiency of Imogen : 

No fweanng— — ^ 
If y6u will fwear you have not done it, yott lie.-^- L 

Aod 1 will kill thee if thou *doft deny 

Thou'ft made me a cuckold ■ ■ 
— — 'O that Upd her here, to tear h«r limb-meal— 
1 will go there — ^and do it io the court~bcforc 
Her father**-^l'll do {bmething-*— ««• 

> Oh! aUthcdcviU! 

ITiiB yellow lachimo in an hour— was^t not ?— 

Or lefs — ^t firft — ^perchance he fpoke not,—— 
_ * ' 

Ton muft of Jburfe fpeak thefc words with an elevated 
and enragfd Une^ and with the accents of a man all^ on 
jlJrf, and in z/ury ne . to djflra^ihn. And when Lear 
is denied the liberty ot fpeaking to his daughter ; 

Vengeance ! plague ! death ! confufion !— —. 
Piery ? what fiery quality ? 

" my breath and blood I— 

fiery ? the fiery Duke ?— -tell the hot Duke that— 

Again in the fame play : 



^Darknefs and devik ! 



Saddle my horfes ^call my trsun together-— 

Degenerate taftard— — I'll not trouble thee ■ 

It is evident that ihefe expreflions muft be fpoken in 
fuch a manneri as if tlm paffion had almoft choakS 4ip 

your 
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your delivery, and that you cannot utter more words 
together, your cho/er and vexation being fo great. 

If you are moved with compqffioti^ and your tones be in 
unifon with "joyxfeeiingsy you will exprefs yourfelf with 
a gentle compaffioHate voice — As Mr. Erikine did (in hit 
memorable defence of Captain Bailie^ 1776) who was 
charged with a libel by the £arl of Sandwich, then firft; 
lord of the admiralty, and one of the Governors of 
Greenwich-hofpital) in reading the foUowing wordst 
which are part of an a£Bdavit of Charles Smith on his 
difir iifion from his fituation in the hofpital : 



■ ■ T hat he received bis difmiflion when Ian* 

guifluDg with iicknefs in the infirmary, the confequence 

:. of which was, that his unfortunate wfFe, and feveral of 

his helplefs innocent children died in mifery and want \ 

the women actually expiring at the gates of the hofpital. 

This fentcnce was delivered by Mr. Erikine with the 
humhleji accents of commifcration. — His voice was com- 
pofed of fuch tones as aflfefted every perfon who heard 
him. — He fpoke with pajfwn top ; but thih it was the 
pajjim of a mind afflided, and fenfiUy touched with the 
y2i^and»^«r/i//9a/^ fituation of him |m>m he alluded to. 

When Mr. Garrickf in the chMfter of Lear, re- 
peated the following lines : 

You fee me here, ye gods, a poor old man, 
As full of grief as age, wretched in both ! 
If it be you that ftir tbcfe daughters* hearts 
Againft their father, fool me not fo much 
To bear it taroely~touch me with noble anger; 
O let not women's weapons, water-drops. 
Stain my man's cheeks. 

He fpoke them with fuch a heartfelt and dephrahh^ 
tone, that the whole theatre was filled with grief and 
melmicholy. 

ESTEEM 
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ESTEEM 0r ADMIRATION. How io ixprefs them . 

If you would wifh to imprefs your audience with a 
refpeft for the chara£ler of any particular perfon or 
perfons of whom you are fpcaking, and would teftify 
your own efteem of him or them, you fhould do it with 
a lofty and magnificent tone^ in the fame manner as Mr. 
Burke concluded his beautiful fpeech in fupport of 
Mrr Fox's famous ladia bill in the year 1 784 : 

I anticipate with joy the reward of thofe-whofe whole 
•onfequence, power, and authority exifted only for the ben- 
efit of mankind ; and I carry mj mind X9 all the people, 
and all the names and defcriptions, that, rdieyed by this 
meafure, would blefs the labours of that Parliament, and 
the confidence which the bcft Houfe of Commons had 
* * given to him who bcft deferred it. The Ettle cavils of par- 

ty would not be heard where fiecdom and happinefs Would 
be felt. There was not a tongue, a nation, a religion in 
India, whi€h would not blefs the preiiding care ^d manly 
beneficence of that Hoofc, and of hioEi who propofed to 
them this great work. Their names would never be fep- 
arated before the throne of the Divine Goodnefs, in what-. 
<ver language, or with whatever rites, pardon was afkcd 
for fin, and reward for thofe who imitated the Godhead in 
his univerfal bounty to his creatures. 

Let any man fpeak thefe words with a lew and langui/b* 
ing voice, and nothing can appear more cold^ fiat^ and 
irjipid ; but, oii the contrary, let him pronounce them 
with a nohle accent^ and animate them with a lofty tone^ 
agreeably to their o^nfpirit and magnificence^ and then 
the^ will appear in their own proper /i^r^,. create in 
an auditory the highefl; admiration, and delight perhaps 
as^nuch as if they came from the mouth of the origin- 
al fpcaker. 

CONTEMPT. 
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CONTEMPT. How to txprefs it hy the Voice. 

If you would wifli to (hew the contempt you have for 
a nian, and expofe him to the audience, you muft do it 
with a fcornful tone ; but without the unalleft pajfton^ 
eagernejsy or violence of voice, as, no doubt, Cicero did^ 
when he fpoke to Caciliujy who pretended to.be prc» 
ferredM)efore him for pleading in the accufation of Verreu 

But you, CdciliiUi pray what can you do? Whcrc'i 
your capacity upon this mighty pretenfion of yours ? 
When, and upon what afiair have you ever made any 
trial of your flcill, or given any proofs of your parts and 
fufSciency to men of fenfe, and have not attempted at the 
fame time upon your own weaknefs, and run the hazard 
both of your reputation and judgment ? Do-you not con* 
fider the difficulty of managing the caufe of the common^ 
wealth f of ^maintaining the peace of the public firom dif- 
grace and pppreffion, of unravelling the whole life of a 
man from the firfb breath of bufinefs, and not only of 
fetting it forth in its proper co^purs to the underftanding 
of ihcju4g^t but of expofing it alfo to the whole world ; 
the difficulty of defending the fafety and welfare of a/Zw, 
the intereft of provincesy the power of /aw/, and the au- 
thority of our courts of judicature ? Take it from me. 
Sir, this is the firft opportunity you fiave met with of 
learning fomething from your betters. 

TTxere is alfo a fine example of contempt from a reply 
made by Lord Chatham^ when Mr. Fitt, in the year 
1 740, to Mr. Winnington^ who had called him to or- 
der, but in fo doing had himfclf ufcd very illiberal 
tcrnw. 

If this be to prefcrve order (faid Mr. Pitt) there is p« 

•danger of indecency fram the moft licentious tongue ; 

C f» 

Digitized by CjOOQIC 



26 PUBLIC SPEAKING* 

for what cahimny can be more atrociousi or what re- 
proach more feverei than that of fpeaking with regard to 
any thing hut truth. Order may fometimes be broke by 
paffion or inadvertency, but will hardly be reeftabliiHed 
by a monitor lUe thht who cannot govern his own paf- 
fion, whilft he is reftraining the impetuofity of othera» 

Happy would it he &r mankind if every one knew 
his own province ; we fhould not then fee the fame man 
at once a criminal and a judge ; nor would this gentle- 
man affume the right of didating to others what he ha« 
not learned him£el£ 

Thcfe are ipeechea. of Jligit and d^dmn. If (pekcn 
with a paffmnaU voice, and with an appearance of any 
concern and indignationf their proper tSeO, i^ at once 
deftroycd, for the objcds fpoken of are not^Aought 
' worthy of anger or refentmenty, but merely of conhmpt^ 
fcorn^ and dertficn. You would be laugned at, if you 
anfwered a duU rtafan with heat and emier^ or fpoke in 
9,paffion againft that which deferves only to be trifled 
^th — It would be filly to exert the laft effort of your 
•Toice, in reply to fonte puny injigtnficanf arguments^ 
as if you p\ade ufe of Hercule/ club to kill a worm^ 
which 13 ea^ trod to pieces> aad crushed under foot. 



A grievance' complained of — How to be eptprejfed. 

When you i^ak of any abufes you have received 
from a perfon, you mud of courfe deliver it in a dif* 
ferent manner to the laft, and exprefs the injuftke you 
complain of with a^n elevated tone, proportioning the 
vehemence and pajpon of your voice to the cruelty of the 
injury : for if you fpoke it without the leaft hemt or 
xoncerny your auditors would neither believe what you 
faid to be true, nor that you were in the fmallefl degree 
aggrieved.— This was the reafon that DemoJIhenes rep- 
ijpanded a man that came to him upon, an ajpiult and 
hattery^ and defired him to plead his caufe for him ; 
lielling him the plain truth of the bufinefs with a great 

deal 
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deal of^mpKeitff and (hewing no manner otcdfteern or 
vexathn by his wc^. Why, fays the counfeRari Ican^ 
mt Mieve what you till me. But another man having 
told him the fame ftory over again in a great faffimi 
with a fpirit oifury and revenge for the affiront ; WeU% 
I believe ymt (fays he) now youJj>eak with the accent and 
zeal of a man that has been affaulted and heaten. This 
plainly ihows with what a tone of voice^ he thought^ % 
perfon oaght to fpeak upon opprtjfion and injury^ either 
to be believed, or to make good his caufe. 

Almoft innumerable are the fituations in which the 
changes and infiexions of the voice are highly neceflary \ 
but as I do not purpofe to enter at large into any of the 
parts of fpeaking, but merely to make fuch fcattered ^ 
obfervations as I think will efientially ferve thofe who 
want immediate affiftance, I (hall conclude this part of 
my labour, by obferring, that the beft way to acquire 
the facility of varying the wice^ not only when the paf-^ 
/Ions are concerned, but in places where. they are not 
called forth, yet where great difference of tones is ncc* 
rtary, is to be often reading comedies^ tragedies^ or any 
dramatic works^ as notiiitig eife will >be found to im- 
prove you, in this particular, half fo much as thefe. 

EXORDIUM. What kind of tone to ufe in it. 

The exordium ought to be fpoken M'ith a low and" 
modejl ^olcc ; for to begin in an unprefumlng tone is not 
only agreeable to the auditors, as it ffaews how great a 
reJpeB you have for them^ but is al£o an ad vantage, to 
yourfelf ; for you will thereby be able to manage your 
voice much better, and work it up, by degrees of mod- 
eration^, to a higher pitch of warmth and pajjion^ which, 
not attended to, will caufe you at firft to be out of 
breath, for want of proper management, and perhaps 
you will not be able to recover yourfelf during the 
whole of your fpeech. This does not, however, mean 
that you ifaould begin fo low as to be heard by only a 
few people ; but on the contrary, you ought to fpeak 
at firft, fo clear and diftinB as to be heard without the 
Icaft difficulty by every attentive, auditor* Some cler- 
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gymen ate Tcry faulty in beginning their difcoorfes fo 
loWf that hardly any perfon in the ^congregation cam 
hear them % but, ali of a fudden they raife their voices to 
fuch a height^ that CTery body's ears are both offended 
and adoniOied. 

The proper method is to fpeak the exordium in a 
foft and eafy tone^ and in a i(nver key, together with a 
more humble addrefs^ than the other parts of your fpeech. 
But this rule admits 6f an exception ; for there are 
fomc exordiums that do not fall under it, fuch as thofe 
which begin in an abrupt and unexpeBed manner— ^As 
that of Mr. Fox in the Houfe of Commons, in Febru- 
ary 1784, in anfwer to a declaration from Mr. Pitt, 
that his Majefty had not,^ in compliance with the rrib- 
lutions of the Houfe^ difmified his oiinifters : 

I have juft heard the declaration of the right honoura- 
ble gentleman with the grcateft aftonKhment and con- 
cern.. It was a language that Houfe had never heard 
fince the revolution, or at lead (ince the acceffion of the 
prefent royal family. What was it but a flat and pe- 
remptory negative to the fentimenta and wiihes of the 
Houfe of Commons, who on their part had employed ev- 
ery caution and every delicacy ? In what fituation then 
was this branch of the legiflature involved ? To what de- 
gree of infignificance were the reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple and the people themfelves reduced ? Could it be faid 
that they had any longer the leaft influence in the confti- 
tution of the country ? I will anfwer boldly, and to the 
point : — In my opinion the matter is nearly at a crifls. 

So abrupt an exordium as this is not very commonj, and 
feldom found but upon very extr3K>rdinary occafions— 
When, however, fuch a one is ufcd, it is evident, that 
it is to be fpoken with an elevated tone^ according to the 
pajfiotiy either of anger that tranfports, or of grief that 

afBias, 
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8flli£)^9 and wfaidi obliges jovl to fct out fo abruptly in 
your 4ifcottrfe. 

JllEliATSOM. Wbtfi $me mecefdry. 
It is not in the lead neceflar j to tajfe your voice to> 
sny g^^at vehemence f as many do^ upon the prtpo/ition 
or narrdtUn 6f yotir fpeech ; for your bufinefs in this 
put of your Speech is to inform your hearers, in order 
to malae them pfooeriy vnderftand the fubje£i in quef- 
tiook h is theselore fitficient diat your tone be 1 /iV* 
tie higher than that in which you fpeak the exordium ; 
only yoa muft take care that yoikr articulation be yery 
cUar and diftinB, becmife the narr(xtion lays the ground^ 
work of th^ whde fpeech, and therefore it is abfolute- 
ly neceflary that you ihould make it well heard, if you 
intend to raife your arguments upon that foundation* 
This is not the proper place for any vehemefice of roicOf. 
wluch muft be kept in teferve for the following parts- 
©f your fpeech* 

eoKFiiuiATioK and confutatiom. tV'bat tone necef- 

My- . 

In thefc lies the greate/ffireft of your fpeechy and the 
laft effort of your voice ; a^r a« your mind is hiore en<- 
gaged here, in the firft by fetting forth your arguments, 
and in the other by folving your adver/aries* objeBions, 
and when, at this place all the adorning figures of rhet- 
oric are made ufe of, you ought there^re to fpeak. 
with the grcateftyir<:/ and imprej/iony and give your de- 
liveff armuch variety of tone as poffible, confining the: 
whole, however|> within the bounds of decency and mod^ 
eratioh* 

PERORATION. What fne to he u/ed: 

I You would do well (and Mr. Erjkine generally 
1 pra£tifes it with great cffc£l) to make a confidcrable 

gaufe between this part and theyZ?riwiir,,and to begin 
f it with a lower tone than that in which you fpoke ihe 

Confutation. As you proceed a little, you ihould break. 

forth into z louder voice, and conclude your fpeech with 
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a kind of triumphal tone, upon an affurance that yo« 
have fafficiently made good your caufe, ^nd that to the 
entire fatisfadHon of your whole auditors— As Mr. 
' Erikine did in his glonous defence of the Dean of St. 
Afaph in 1784 : 

As the friend of my client^ and the friend of my coun- 
try, I (hall fed much {brrpw» and you youifclves will 
probably hereafter regret it, when the ieaibn of repara- 
tion is fled. fNow he broke forth into a tone of full confi" 
denee that there was no reafon to fear his fuccefs,) ^ But 
why (hould I induljg^e fnch unpleaiant s^prchenfionsj 
when in reality I hear nothing ? I know it is impoflible 
fcr Englifli. gentlemen^ fitting in the place you do> to 
yironounce this to be a feditious paper ; much lefs upon 
the bare fad of publication explained by the prefixed ad- 
Tertifementy and the defendant's general charafler and de- 
portment, to give credit to that feditious purpofe which 
is necci&ry to convert the publication of a hbel itfelf 
into a crime. 

FIGURES OF RHETORIC. 

. What tone to he ufed in fpealang fbme of them. 

EXCLAMATION. The proper tone to he ufed* 
The figure Exclamation clearly ihews by its name 
tKat it mud be pronounced with a louder voicet and a 
more imprejftve accent than any other. As for example, 
when the iliuftrious Ckatham, not long before his death». 
exclaimed in the Houfe of Lords, at the time that they 
were debat-ing upon the calamitous event at Saratoga : 

'What !' has fome dreadful inundation, has. fome tre- 
mendous earthquake fwallowed half the empire, that the 
aation fhould fiand thus deprived of fenfe and motion ! 

Sf yoa fpeak theft words without any elevation of the. 

Digitized by Google ^^^^i» 



PUBIiC SPEAKING. 31 

woic€^ you deprive them of all their ormmmt zoAforce^ 
and inftead of the animated eSkCt which would follow 
theods if properly delivered, the whole become$ duUf ^ 

SWEARING. The famt tone proper* 
The fame lofty tone is ncceffary when you /wear by 
any thiitg, efpedaUy when there is fomething extraor- 
dinary in what you are going to fay*— As in .what Lear 
&ys, when he difclaims all future intimacy with hia 
daughter Cordelia : 

Let it be fo, thy truth then be thy dow'r : 
For by the facred radiance of the funy 
The myfterics of Heaaet and the nighty 
By an the operations of the orbs ♦' 

From whom we do exift* and ceafe to be ;- 
Here I dJfclaim all my paternal care, . 
Propinquity and property of bloody. 
And as a ftranger to my heart and me 
Hold thee from thia-for ewr.— * 

Carrick ufed to repeat thete lines with an elevation cX 
voice, 2LS well as great rapidity of utterance, that almoft; 
chilled every petfon. who heard him. 

PROSOPOPOEIA. 

, You ought, in-this figure, to change your vcwre, fo^ 
that it may immediately appear as if it were not you 
fpeaking for yourfe/f, but for another per/on, mtxodixc^ 
in the courfe of your fpcech. — You muft like wife vary 
your tone according- to thfe charaSler and buftnefs of the 
affumed perfonage.— For inftance, if you bring into 
your difcourfe a plain venerable old mlan, your manner 
of-, fpeaking for hkn wcmld be of courfe very different 
to that you. would mak^ ufe of for a young jhjhionable ^ 
raie.r^Hliviis fo apparent that no example is ncceflary. ^ 

It you vqittld introduce a. man talking with bitnfetf^^on.' 
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a pcwt of giw* moment, and trguing in hk own lireaft 
vmit he fli^idd do in the jbufinefs, you muft do it wxth- 
a Awf tM^t M if he were'onlj fp«tting tu Mtn/elf znt 
within his own htariftg atom, intending not to be orcr- 
heard by any other perfon. Here is an example from 
TuU/s Oratioa for C/wm^W, where he fays of Stalemis r 

Wbea the poor perfidiom wretch bm a roudd f am of 
wmey hpottght home to Km, he bcgaa to think of a» 
the wayi and meam that malice, corruptioiv and frani 
could invent. TMitig thu with hmJelf:^V[ I flioul* 
let the reft of the /^P** ^o"* ^ "^^ ^ (backs with mc^ 
what fhould I get by the bargain b^at danger and dif<- 
grace ? Can I think of nothing to have this Ofpianicuf 
condenaned for it ? What tten I Why 111 try what cam 
be done, &c.^— • 

aPOSTHOTHfi. fife font necejary. 

You ought particularly to attend, in this figure, to 
the nature of the obje£l you addrcfs, and to the reafona- 
you have in making uiTof it, lb diat yoti may adjuft 
the turn of your voice accordingly. For inftaoce^ whett 
ycm*fpeakto tnafnmate things^ you muft raifi your voice 
above an ordinary pkehy or a nmmon tone^ as no doubt 
Cicero did in pronotmeii^ thau: fincv apoftrophe, in his 
fpeech for Mi&* 

I call yon tS witncft, ye mounts, and groves of Alba F 
and ye mined aftars of the Albans ? once gfowing with 
fbcial and equsd rites — ^Ye altars ! which the pro&ne mad- 
aefs of Ciodius has overthrown, and baried undier Ifbc- 
frantic jules of tafielels extravagaooe. 

K you make an apofirefie tp GW, noafty wrkers on or^ 
atory have pointed out the necefity of raifing* youa 
voice to a confiderahh hi^hi, as i( you were to be heard 
sfar-^^fot when you fjgeak^ fay they, as it witee to. 

the 
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the Diwmty^ you •ught of conrfe to fpeak in a iigker 
firmn and in a hfiier tone, than if ycu were fpeaking 
only to nien upon the fame level as yourfclf. — Thi« 
method, in fome cafes, will anfwcr very well, but in 
many others a low^ grave^ and deliberate tone will fuit 
much better the fblemnity of an appeal to the Deity. 
This was fufficiefttly proved by the manner in which 
Mr. Erjkine fpoke the following lines, at nearly the 
commencement of his admirable defence of Hardy- 
He (alluding to the prifoner) holds his life from the 
law, and by it he demands to be tried. This fair trial I 
ai(k ; firft from the court — ^1 aik it more emphatically from 
the jury— but (here he lowered his voice to the utmo/l/olem* 
nity) laftly, and chiefly, I implore it of bimin whofe hands 
are all the iiTues of liie, whofe juft and merciful eye ex- 
-pands itfelf over all the tranfadions of mankind, without 
whom not a fparrow fdletb to the ground, and at whole 
command nations rife and fall, and are regenerated. I im- 
plore it of God himfelf, that he will fill your minds with 
the fpirit of juftice, and of truth, that you may be able to 
find your way through the labyrinth of matter laid before 
you ; a labyrinth in which no man's life was ever belbre 
involved in the whole hiilory of Britifh trial, nor indeed 
the univerfal annals of human juftice or injuftice, 

EPIMONE. In what tone to tfttef it* 

In this figure the fpeaker prefies upon a particular 
point, and ftill injijling upon it, expreflcs it over and over 
•again, until he makes it ridiculous by the repetition. 
Here you would do well to ufe ^hrtjk^prejjing^ and, as 
it were, a kind of infulting toHe upon thofe parts, where 
you lay the principal Jlrefs^ in order to rivet them upon 
the attention of your hearers — which method Mr. 5^- 
idan adopted in one part of his fpeech on his motion in 
1 7f 3yin order to confider of the feditious pra£ticesj &c. 
referred to in his. Majefty's fpeech, 
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My{miui(Mr. Wudham).ha«been/«iife/ri^ and 
»ow ftrengthcirt the hands of government. Not later than 
the preceding fcffions ke would ^U of the mafi offet^dy* 
and declaimed loudly againft that implicit confidence wluc& 
fome had aigued oi^bt to be placed in mimften. It waa 
owing entnrdy to thi« pttme that Mr. Windham now pre- 
vailed with himfelf to fupport the xsaxi&xxhecmfehe bad a 
had o^ion of him. It was owing to this fame that a 
«ob1e and learned lord (Loughborowgh) had given his 
SJmtert/led fupport to government, and it was owmg; to 
thtft pwm that he accepted thefeals of an adminiftratioa 
he had mifondly veprobaled. But above all it was owing 
to this pmue that a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Burke) had loft his fine tafie, and defcended to the mxA 
ridicolous pantomimic tricks, and contemptible juggling^^ 
&ch as to carrf koives and daggers to affift him in eSbrts 
il defcription. 

PAR&HESIA. The t$nf neci^arjf. 

TKs is a figore in which you take the liberty of fay- 
ing ytijMd things, in fa£i whatever you like, let, the 
danger be what it will, where there is any confidence 
in me caufe, or any fear of lofing it— When you prac- 
tifc it, your voic^ muft be full and loudj as upon the 
following words of TuUy in his oration for Ligarius : 

• 
O admirable clemency ! worthy of eternal praife, hon- 

eur, and memory. Cicero has the boldnefs now before 
Oeiar to confefs himftlf guihy of a crime for which he 
oanaot endure miotier (hould be iUfely arraigned, neither 
* does he fear the private refentments of his jiwige for it- 
See how undaunted I am now upon the confidence of your 
gcpdnefs. See the great lights of genero^ty and wiFdmn 
that countenance me from your nrf al afpeft. I will raiie 
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in J vine€ as loud as 1 can, tliat ail tkc people of Rome 
may hear me. The war being begun, Svt and almoft 
ended, I went over to y^our inemfi camp before the finifli* 
^ ii^ ftrokc of it, upon siy t^ym cUke^ and without any 
cmnpalfa&m. 

CLIMAX. Hev) to manage the voice* 
Whea your fpeech dimba up by degrees through ier« 
cral claufes of a fentcncc to a perwd or fid! point, it is 
cvidciit that the voice inuft accordingly rife by the &me 
gradations of elevation to anfwer every ftep of the figure^ 
unt#l it is at the utmofi height of it — As in this climax 
of Mr. Erikinc^ in his ^ccch in defence of Mr. Took^ 
on dbe late ftate trials^ aHuding to the trial by jury : 

^ There ftill remains that which is even paramount 

to the law — that great tribunal which the wiTdom of our 
anceilors raifed in this country for the fupport of the peo- 
ple's rights— that tribimal which has made the law, that 
tribunal which has given me you to look at — that tribu- 
nal which is furrounded with an hedge, as it were, fet 
about it-*^that tribunal vdnch fiwn a§e lo age has been 
fighting for the Hberties o£ the people, and without the 
aid of which it would have bees ia fun lor me to ftaodup 
be&re y4>u, or to think ^ looking round for afiftanee* 

ANTITHESIS. How to ffeok it. 

You muft particularly dlftinguifli both the contraries^ 
and pronounce the firjt of them with a d^erent tone 
from the iatter-'-^is with a louder^ accent tJuin ihai^ to 
{hew the oppofition between the one and the other^ and to 
adjuft the voice to the contrtnriety^ As in the foltomng 
example, in xhtfecond Catilinarj : 

If we win but compare hotb parties^ and weigh the Juf- 
tice, and the reafoas of the one ag^aft die o^ber^ we (hall 

fiad 
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find bow inconliderable our enemies are* and how eafy it 
18 to conquer them. For modefty fights on thuJiJef and 
impudence on that : here is purity of manners* there fi«- 
furky ; here is fisuth, there fraud ; here is piety, there wick- 
ednefs ; here is conftancy, there fool-hardinefs ; here is 
honour* there infamy ; here is continence, there luft. Hert, 
in fine, juftice, temperance, courage, prudence, and all 
kind of virtues are in confederacy, and contending with 
injuftice, with luxury, with cowardice, with temerity, and 
all kind of vices, &c. &c» 

I fliall not trouble the reader with any more of the 
figures which rhetoricians have given us, it not being 
neceffary to our prefent purpofc, and fliall therefore 
clofc them with the antithefis. 

SREATH. How to manage it infpealing. 

Tlicre 2Xtfomefentenc€s very Jbort, e^ch part of which 
is but a Jtmpk exprefftoriy and confifts only of one Jingle 
propofition. As the following: 

He died ydung, but he died happy* His friends have 
not had him long, but his df^ath is the greateft trouble 
^ and grief they evei^ad for the love and lofs of him. He 
has enjoyed ihe/weetf of the world only for a little while, 
but he never tailed the bitters of it. He has not taken a 
long avalh, but he went only upon flowers. 

Thcfc periods can not only be pronounced with one 
hrenth^ but can hardly be pronounced othcrwifc, with- 
out confiderably weakening their expreffion. 

There are fome fentences that are ionger,' {uch as the 
following : 

Xioc^'upon the world as a place where you will be lof- 
ing fomething every day* tiU you have loft ali and have no 

more 
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aaore to lofe j and frith thefe meditations prepoflTefs your 
fouly that, having its original from heaven^ it will one day 
liaye^the happinefs to return thither* 

And jthis fentence may he alfo pronounced all at % 
breaihf if youf voice lie tolerably good ; if you cannot . 
do it with eafe to yourfelf, you muft praAife it \ for a 
period- fo delivered comes rounder znA fuller to the ear^ 
and appears with vaoxt force and beauty than if you take 
breath often. ^ 

LONG B^UATH neceffary in a^eaier. How to acquire it* 

You jnufl: endeavouT| by frequent cxercifej to ac- 
quire a habit of being hng-winded, but it muft be done 
by degrees, for nature is not to be changed in a moment. 
She may do a great deal in this refpedl, but where there 
is a deficiency^ art may .do much. It is faid that 27^« 
mofihenesy who bad naturally a fhort breathy finding the 
neceifity of a public fpeaker having a long one^ gave a great 
aBor of comedy a thoufand drachmas to improve him in this 
particular-^fie ufed to exercife himfelf upon all the 
difficulties of refpir^ition^ and while running up a hilJ^ 
would repeat verfeSf or parts of his harrangues ; which 
cnftom^particularly ftrengtheaed his lungs^^ and in a 
ihort timr> with pains and labour., he accomplilhed his 
purpofe. — Any perfon may by the fame means be as 
fucqefsful, if he will make the experiment. 

There are other periods that run confiderably longer 
ihan thofe I have given, which cannot be pronounced 
without taking^r^a/i twice or thrice — As for example : 

A? it is prejudicial to one's health to take food and 
not to digeil it, becaufe crude and indigefted meats create 
til humours,' and do not nourilh, but cloy and corrupt the 
body : fo when the ftomach of the foul^ that is the mem- 
xiVf^ is filled with a great deal of knowledge; if this 
knowledge be not well digefted by the warmth oi charity ; 
i£ it do not diffiifc itfelf after that through the arieritt and 
D ^ marrow 
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marrow of tfaefeul, and' poik into the aiUnt and maimers 
of mctti and if it does not beocnne '^Wltfdf upon know-, 
ing what ie good, and what goes to the nakitig ofa^'gctod 
life I does not this knowledge turn into ^fh ^& that tuifri" 
matt 6x>t^mto dtod kimmtri? 

You ought to pronounce die fiirft patt of Ais-peribd 
without taking breath. — If you find^yott* cannotf\jitter 
die fecond in the fame mstmtXr it ml!' be much better 
for you to make a paufe at the beft glace you can^ tHan 
run yourfelf oui( of breMhy which isdeftru^tive of what<- 
evcr you attempt then to repeat. 

CLAUSES OF A PEitioD* Row t9 fftanogt them 

In diftinguifhing the fiveral parts of a period^ you 
muft not do it in fiich a way as if there were more pert^ 
ods than one in a fentence. Where the dtfiinBion of the 
claufes are compelled to be prominenty you would do 
well to diilinguiih the;n by your pronunciation without 
taking breathy excepting thcre.be fo many of them, that 
ene ftngle refpiration cannot reach the end of the whole 
period. 

SHORT PERIO0&. — Paufes after them different from thoje 
after long ones^ 

It is proper to make a paufe after every /*r;Wj but it 
muft be a very fliort one after zfhortperkd^%xi&z little lon^ 
ger after long ones. This rule muft of courfebe broke in- 
to, when the fenfe requires that you fliould wait for fome, 
confiderable time after a fentence, in order to leave an 
impreffion of fome weighty mattefr upon the mind, al- 
though the fentence perhaps be very fliort \ and, on 
the contrary, there are many long periods, after which 
you may paufe but a very little time, as they con^in 
nothing that is worthy of marking pirttcularly on* the 
attention. . 

SU3SEQJJENT PERIOD LOWER THAN THE CLOSE OF THE 
PRECEDING ONE. 

When you begin a period, you ou^^t to do it in a 
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lowir tme thin tkat-tn which you concladed the hft.-^ 
Thi$ will be. found to ^ive you eafe, and fare your 
powersj although in many cafes it is niuch bctto to be- . 
gin it with a tone a little higher^ than the caaSei\ce of 
' the bit, in carder to accord with the fenfe and fpirit of 
your fentence ; and in fo doing a variation of tone is 
created^ which prevents you sU^rays beginning in the 
farm manner. , 

PERIOD THAT REqUIRES GREAT FORCE OF VOICE.-^ 
Motu to manage the fentences immediately preceding, 

Wheti you have a period to pronounce that requires a 
great eUvatioffot the tmet you muft moderate and manage 
your voice with care, upon thofe periods A^tju/t pre* 
cede It 5 left, by empfeyinc the whole force of it upon 
tbofit you ^sdiauft yourfelt, and exprefs tkis languidly^ 
which requires more vigour at^d vehemence. ' It is in this 
management that Garrick particularly excelled; as 
when ^Hamlet is collared by Laertes in Ophelia's gravCj 
he exclaims, among other things : 

Why, I ^1 fight with him upon this theme, 
Until my eye4id8 will no longer wag. 

The energy with. which this great aftor repeated 
thefc Bnes was fufficlent to give them a certain force ; 
but it Aii^as not fo great as he would, no doubt, have 
cabled forth, had he not known, that it was neceflary 
for him to lave his powers for what was to follow : 
* .' - . 

Come (hew me what thou'lt do, 
^.WouM'ft weep ? ^wouM'ft fight? wou'd'ft faft? 
« • . - wou'd*ft tear thyfclf ? 

. / Wou'd'ft «diink up ig/ttr, est a crecodflc ? 

I'll do't; Doft thou come hither hut to whine v 
* To out'face me with leaping in her, grave ? 

* Be buried quiclc with her ; and fo will I j. 
And i^dioiipiatexifjiiountsiiis,. let them throw 
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Millions of acres on us, till our ground, 
Singing his pate againft the burning zone, 

. Mate. OJk like a wart ! 

» 

Here he exerted all his powers, which he could not 
have done, if he had fpentjiirftfelf, and exhauftcd hir 
voice beforehand, iipon*; anj occa/loa that juli pre»- 
teded.^ ',. - ^^ ' 

PROKTUNClATidN^. 

ToMX pronunciation (which word, by theiye, is very 
frequently called, by even decent pedple,'pro«w«cia- 
tion) ought to be fuch as is commonly pra^ifed in the 
ordinary con/erfation of well bred companies. Their 
methpd oi pronouncing words you muft ni^ke yourfelf 
acquainted with, for it is the ftandard of pronunciatior^ 
for the time^ and there is a kind of fafliion in this, as 
there is in almoft every thing elfe* Many words fpok- 
cn twenty years ago were pronounced differently, ten 
years after, and fome of thefe are at this time pro- 
nounced unlike what has been pra£tifed at any other pe^ 
riod. Whatever impropriety there may be in this con- 
tinual flu£luation in the mode of uttering words, ftill 
that is a matter you may lament, but cannot redlify 
of yourfelf— Your bufinefs, as a fpeaker, is to pro- 
nounce in fuch a manner as not to offend the ears of 
your auditors; and the only way you can do this, i% 
to fpeak the language according to common cujlomy we 
mean among thofe from whom we are fure to h^ar no^ 
vulgarifms of accent, or any vicious provincial pronuncia^ 
iions. ^ " 4 

if any frienS of yours has'had greater opportunities 
than you have had of making him^^f acquaintedVwith 
the elegant mode of pronouncing, ybu ought not to be^ 
afhamed of alking his advice, whenever you chtertaia * 
doubts refpefting the proper pronunciation of any word*; 
and if you can perfuade him to be prefent whenever you 
fpeak in public, for the purpofe of fetting do^rn /hgfe 
words in his mind which /you pronounce wrong, and 
afterwards tell you of them, you w^^ thereby be able» - 
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in a Aort time, to corrcft yourfelf ip fuch impropri©- 
ties, and taring yourfpeech to that palifb and refinement^ 
to attain which is (One of die mod important objeAs 
that can poillbly engage your attention. 

TO KEBP TOm. VOICE DP TO THE .£N0 OF A SENTENCE. 

Many people have a mofl: vicious habit of gradually 
and regul^lj faUittg 4ie vdUe a« they proceed in a feft" 
tenoet and when th^HSome to the laft word it is hard« 
Jy intelligihk. This ^ennr yon o^^ parlicufaurly to 
airoid^X^ur t^ne niuft he iept up upon the pronuncia-- 
ikn of the hfi word of Ji period as audAh as in any oth- 
or fart $ . iiiid this Pule induced Garrtck (who cautk)ufiy 
attended to it himfelf) at the ho«Hr of levity, when he 
was fuperintending a rehearfalj xo give an a£krefs, who 
fvasnot Temarkabk for her ftri£l obfervance of virtise* 
the foUowdng. advice : — << MjgoQd Madam^ the clofe of 
<< your jteriods will not be heard by half the audience-*- 
,«• For heaven'^ fake \cl youar voice be audible to the very 
"end— I am fure you mu^ know how abfohitely nee- 
" effary it is to keep up your ^«rf." The inftruftion, 
was good; and the way in which he wqrdcd it created v 
iii^titter among , die furnmnding performers. , 
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WEST- Xfjiimnahmatthehigpbf^ 
Ye»^ Wttit imkc ufe <rf no «aKw ^cttf oil bcgm 
^^» ftt leaft Ibiit ncsjr Ihtlc, initefs ycm «i Ac a tend 
of w» iirmpi cQ tnmeneim g n tf wKdifomctimes Mppens, 
^ war'Aie cafe m a fpeec1it>f Ac late LorJXiatbam'f, 
inihcU<>rfcx)f I»rd$, on the aofli of J4i?raai7 177J, 
«tt a motion tiaaAc hy Km' for remoring^ih Majcfftf s 
forces iFodiBofttm^ - . ^ 

* rife WT& Taft ilonilkmcnt to Ce ilicfc f»pc«f*' 
^ InDu^t to your table at io late a period of ttus bufi»c& ; 
papers, I am ifure, the contents of wliich >are aikeadj 
JkaM><wn, not fOolytorcv^ry Bobklordjn tbb !kfmfe> btft 
JtimoStXD enreiyperfoa in this kingdom who has made 
Ajneiiean afi^rs tn the leaft an dbjcQ of;.en<iuiry ; yet 
now, in the very tale of this Bu&nefs, when ipeafiirea 
(h»nld be Jot^ .fince deteKminedoA, we Aye iundih^ wi||h : 
an empty- pa^ad^ of paKhnMBot»^--^o tefi'u«>^hat ^-«^<wby 
\wkat the world knew 1:>erare— that iihe ' Atnerican force, . 
under itijurieB, and irritated wrongs, ftript of their inhom 
rights and.dca»eft i^riwtfiga^ fasve^fi&ed^ and entered into • 
aifociacioBa ior the pfefe-vntion ^ t^ H^fitig to wliich > 
fife afid!|Kycrty are faut fecaodory ooafideraiiMis. 

Here poihcfng at iAc papers ahoveaUuded to, iMts 
without douU very pfoper, as- vncQtis^dMblutely necef- 
. fary } but without dbie atrup beginmng,' and the aiiu- 
fion to a particn&r tiikj#£l beiore htm, it would have 
* tKcn evronootts^ to have juade nfe of any a£^ion wlof- 
ever ^ tar Hfmrdhtmm^fln common,^ ought to be fppkmi 
^<^^:aiMl>witlKHit AiiymDtioiu 

t&ooMjniir; Never sbp ymr lumd^^ 

HasL oiigbt aeiF«r» toMeip fom hands ; -nor <]^it' 

cieKgymen *^ 

' t Tbe wliole cf dw American fapen, jiifft^tfaen delrrered in xct tib(^ 
4Ale%y^I^I)artaMntk,«ttli»6oaiiaahd«fhisMa^ t . 
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'^clergymen to /i&/«)5f/> th^ /w^i/, or fo^/ the bnqft^ fo^ thefo " 
appear, too much like the manners of an entht^tafiur 
• rant€r% or a mountebatAi • t * * * ^ 

THi^ix ASIton tmftUf ,fviti the right hanp— :fi2/?tf««« t 

wA^r^ /Atf LEFT ALON€ w/Jj? he ufid. . 

JMoft of your aflions ought to be with the fi^ht hand; 

, and whenever you make ufe of th^ A//, kt k only4>e 

to accompany the other ^ and never lift it up fo Ugh as 

the right. /-To ukthcie/i^hand alone is what you muft 

. i^tticulariy avoid, excepting when you- fpeak of the 

right band and the left by name^-^Yor iaitance*-^ » ^ 

The Sovereign Judge of the -world will make ^fepara^ , 
ti<m bgtween the good and the bad in the laft day of judg- • 
ment^ placing the juft on his righf bandy and the wicked 
on his /p//. ' . 

Here it is not only allowable, but neccflary to make 

• fuch a^ion according to tl^s di ft inft ion, marking one ^ ^ 
. oCtHem/vicith the right hand alone; and ^he other with 

the./j/? alone^ - 

FOURTH. ^0 place the vliGhT HAJiiD on the hreaji^-^lf 
LEFT HANDED, how to manage* . - 

The right hand 19 naturally placed on the breq/l whenv- 
'cver the fpeaker talks of hlmfelf with refpecTrio •his 
faculties f impaffionsy his heart , his/ottfi his con/cience, 
^ &c. &c.-^But it muft be done only by laying the hdhdi\ 
g^tfy nj^on the breaft., and^not violently beat it^ as fome * ,' 
people do» You muft every where avoid making^ ufe . , 
of the /^ hand alone, with the exceptions i«e havO' * 
made.— But' there* are fomtf men natilraHy Z^ hand^di 
and cannot forbear ufing the left hand by itfelf, becaulb^ 

• they have'beeA accuftomed to it fnnh their infancy-^\n 
'tfeis cafe (although..! *am'perfuaded it is poflH>l? to^ge^ . 

• rid of '-the awkwardnefs by a little* patienee) I cannot ' 
.««advi^betttr, towards -concealing the*iraperfetHon,*if 

* they «riU not tak& the trouSle o£ breaking tfaemfejves 
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. cf t4« than to yttaUthnr aSion be wtlfa iofh bands U- 
'.. ^ttiert for then they will not offend the eye of the 

• ')^£^atoc with* the left A/im/ alonc^ «4iich OMi make btu 
' . * few motions* of itfeit, but what .arc ^/i^r^^jW-p and' w- 

• ekgant m the cjrtr^mc. \ . •* 

riFTH. ^5i» ^diw f Af XEJFT tb tie tigbiJ 

Your afttpn ott^tTto<|)afe from the kfito the rigbt^ 

and generally end t& the fighu but not in a violent 

niarftaer.— Whenever! the -fonfemll permit it, (and for 

Ac/ moft Dart it wtU) lay your hand dowin^M^tb -grdit 

' ^entlenefi and mmdenatim* 

SIXTH. Wbmadlion advifiiilc^ to h^ffn It wim j^ 
begm to J^eak, 

TFou muft begin your aftion, when you are to ufe it, 
with your Jpeeeif and end it wi£h it again ; Sor it would 
he ridiculous, either to begia your adlion^^^^nf you. 
had opened your months ox to continue it aftgr you Had 
done fpeaking. . - 

^SBVENT-H. . Motkh xf y^ur iands to fuH fbe tikig , 
* ' Jpoken of. 

The movement of your bands joavitt. always anfwer the 
'-'nature'of the tiling you fpejjc of j which Shakefpeare 
alluded to, when he fays, - 

* JSuit the a^on to the word, ihe word to th« a6Uon. . 

• It would be .ridiculous to firetcb out tbe drm at full 
jk^fbf^ when you repeat the words ." Come i«**-riOT 

y Vfct^ yOir band towards you f when you fay, <« &o bacij***^ ' 
or clafffwg your bands ttgetber at the wards, . ^^ Separate 

* ibetn^" m open yewt arnff-zt « C/^/e it;'' or bang tbem ^ 
d^WHp ^when yott mentifHi « Rajjingi'' or-boidt^m up^ * 

. lit fins Wds **Cafi bim do^n.'* AlLthefe would be 
contrary to reaiic^, and expofe you. to tHb kugbler and 
dievifiro of yourhtarcrs. ' • ^ -.* ' 

J' CSCCCTH. AElio^mu/i /liit tbe figures you make ufe of.^ 
•:- * I7pxm ,all perturbed. paAs ti your Speech, the &'&ioa 
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of the liands is^ particularly neceiTary tolWit the beat 

2itii' pqffion of thcj^f/r^j-'you make ufe of. '' , 

wiUfTH.^ The bandsn^i^i or^ JiiSmyH%C&&9i ^tbanstbi 

/ ' EtE$» ■' ' . • ■ . 

When you liift up the hand, if ought feldom, IF ever, 
Ccvbe raifed liigber than tl\t'ejes, and not loii^erthdin 
diC" breq/ff although' fliere are many tvho are vety.ejfrf 
tiavagmt ia tfiis. refpeA,. clergynaen^ (we naean^ tho& 
among the Pifletiters)^ in. particular, who fometimes 
raiie the hand fo high, as if threatening the heavens, 
and at other times banging it dangling down over the 
pulpit, a$ if it were dead — Th|s is. more the riiethod of 
a violent en^ufiaft, than a pollihed and dignified' de- 
claimed • 

' . ■ * * ' . • • 

t^iXTH. Tour 4HMS n&t fo^ be^ srn^TCHHii' out ^deways 
frGmymrbody^buPaceptaindiJlanipe. 

Yott ought not to Jlretcb)out your ^rvw/ fide ways, 
farther th?in half "a footj at moft, frona your body, or 
elfe your a£lion will be quite out of 'your own fight, 
which is wrong,, unlefs you turn yjour iead afide to fee 
iti which would be ridiculous. 

ELEVENTH. Raise put band in dWEARiNO, exclama^ 
iions^ &c. 

You muft raifr your baftd, in- fufearing^ and in excla^ 
mations^ fo that the a8ion may fuit the esiprejpony and 
both of them agree to the nature of ths^ thing. 

TWELFTH. Not to ufe too mucb aBion* 

You muft not make ufe of aSion at every place, for 
altboHgh^t \% true, the hands, fhould not he. idle, fttil 
this diies not me^n, that they fhould be in continual 
tmtim. Thi# would be below the gravity, charafber, 
nnd dignity of a fpeaker, and would reduce him to the 
level of a mimicki or thofe performers who play ip pem^ 
tommes^ and exprefs every, thing by antic and apifl) 
g^fulation. 

• ., . THIRTEENTH. 
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. . . • 

. THIr'tbenth. Some aSions not to he attempted by the 

hands* 

. ■ • • 

' There are fonae a^idns wludi muft nqt.be attempt* 

. ed byjthe hemds^nor muft you try to put yourfclf in 

the pafiuh of thofe * that make ufe of them — Such as 

feficingf making a bonv^ pt^fi^ting a mufquet^ or playing 

upon any mujtcal inftrument^ &C. &c. 

FOURTEENTH. Whefi you, talk for another perfon^ vihat 
affion to ufi. 

Whenever you male ufe of- the figure pr&fopcpoeia, In 
v^bich you introduce * another perfon fpeakinff,^ you 
mufttake care not to ufe any aXon that would oe im- 
proper for him, to praflice, and not agreeable to the 
(late and condition in which you iiepr^fent him. 

There are many other things refpe£ting the aflioa 
of the hands> that might be here fet down^ and which . 
have been more copioufly mentioned by others ; but aa 
I intend this treatife x!ierel.y as a manual for^the ftu* 
dent, to contain fuch ufeful hints as may be more im- 
mediately neceffary to him in the practice orfpeaking^ 
I (hs^l here clofe my obfervations on this fubje£l. 

PERSON. Ho%u it ought to be managed. 

Many people keep their bodies in continual motion^ ' 
fometimes on one fide, fome'times on the other, pr elfe 
regularly move backwards and forwards, as if oratory 
confifted in nothing elfc but in perpetual agitation. This - 
is fo unrHeaning^ abfurdy and ungraceful^ that every 
fpeaker ought to break himfelf of it, if he find himfelf 
inclined to it. On the other hand, it is as bad to ftand 
immoveable as a ftatue, during the whole time you are 
fpeaking, ^'ithout anv change of pofture whatever, as 
nature and reafon pomtout the neceffity of fometimes 
making a ipofioh with the body, to conrefpond with, 
and give ftrength and vigour to the fentiment. This 
occafional change of the body is as indifpcnfable, to a 
certain degree, as the various changes of a difcourfe^ 
and the different inflexions of the voice \ the wbole^ 
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if appTopmtcly combined, affording the htghcft fatis- 
fadion, aad kiting every thing off to admiration. 

THE HfiAD. Hwfv to manage it. 

It is nced!efi to fay here what ^g/yi/rw znifgns, what 
innumerable hints and intimations the head b capable of 
making, as every body is acquainted with them already 
— As in refttfingi granting^ confirming^ admiring^ and in 
a thonfand other inftances. A few things, however, 
Tefpefftng its^ regulatidii^. we think proper particularly 
to naention-^Ftrft, the head ought not to be extrava- 
gantly Jiretched out^ as this is a mark of arrogance and 
i&/r/i^^if/t^.-«^econdly^ it ought not to bang do'vm upon 
the ifreafi, afl, in fa dbing, the voice is confidcrably* in« 
juted, being rendered lefs clear, dijlinft, and intelligible. 
— ^Thirdly, it ought not fl> lean towanis the JBoalder^ 
ftnr that (hews a languor Tmiiz faint indifference^ but, on 
the contrary, it ought to be continually kept up, as it 
were, modify ere^, a (late rfnd pofition that n-tture re- 
quires.— FourtMy, it is not handfome for the head to 
continue always fixed in one immoveable pofture, as if 
you had no joint in yotrr neck ; nor is it, on the other 
hand, pleaiing, for it conjlantty to- be moving^ or throiV'* 
iftg itfelf about at every turn of cxpreflion, an error too 
commonly pra£li(ed — But to avoid both thefc awkward 
extremes J it muff turn fo/tly and gently upon the neck, if 
the nature of the fentiment permit it — not only to look 
upon thofe that arc direflly before your eyes in the mid" 
die of an ajewbly, but alfo to caft a look, now and then, 
upon thofe who are fituated on eachftde of ycu, fome« 
times on the rrg^A/ hand, and fometimes on the left s 
and after you have done this, to return ligain to fuch 
an eafy and ^^fi7w///^ pofture, as your voice nfiay be heard 
without the fmallcft* difficulty by the grcatcft part of 
yeur auditors. It muft be here added, that the 'head 
ought always to be turned on the fame fide with the 
other nBions of the body, excepting only when they 
arc exerteil upon thwgs we refufe ; as for inflancc, 
when the poet lays, 

I will not take the profl'cr'd k]iidnert<— 

E ^ , Or 
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Or upon things we detejl and abhor ; as, 

Take him away — He is Icjathfome to my fight.^— 
TheCe muft h% exprcfled by an oiHon of the right hand^ 
ivhile the head^ at the fame time, is turned to the Uft* 
Many other examples might be given. 

THE FACE. Hints refpeBing its management ivheh 
/peaking. 

Of aU the parts of the head%}i^B the face that gires 
the greatefl; life and bed gjdice to action ; io that great 
care ought to be taken thju there is nothing difagrua^ 
ble and unpleafant in it.-^it is the part mpfl. expofed to 
ww,>-as an attentive audience have continually their 
eyes fixed upon it It is therefore eflentiaHy necefiary, 
tnat; as the regulation of the features is of the higheft 
importance to a fpeaker, he ihould carefuUy attend to 
the proper adjuftment oi them in private^ before he 
makes a difplay of ht$ powers in public. The fmaHeft 
iiregularity or imperfe£lion in the face is immediately 
taken mtice of by every body, and according to its enor* 
. mity your fpeech is proportionably le&ned in its efFe£t. 
In order to improve yourfelf in this particular, a looking 
glafi may be recommended ; bu^ I am perfuaded that 
nothing can belialf fo advantageous as the afliftahce of 
a friendy who will carefully obferve the common mo- 
tions of your countenance, and frankly, and without 
referve^ inform you of whatever he fees difagreeable 
or offenfive to the/jf^, fo that you may thereby eafily 
correft it afterwards by yourfelf (and here the glafs 
fn^y be called in to your aid) or in his prefence, if not 
unpleafant to you. Still, however, all the tnowmetds 
of the face ought to be adjufted according to the fub- 
jed you treat of, the pa^ion you would exprefsj or 
make others feel, and the quality of v the perfons to 
whom you fpeak. 

TH£ eyes. Hew io regulate their, motion. 

When ypu are fpeaking, you ought alM'ays to be 
<:afl:tng your eyes upon Tome or other cf^^bur auditors, 
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and ntting them getiily about from thuftie to that^ with 
an air of regard^ fometimes upon onis per/on and fomc- 
times upon another, and not fix them, as is often the 
cafe, upon one fpot alone. This is a dull and fiupti 
habit, and throws a lijllefs Jlupor over your auditory ; 
when to look them moJeJtly and decently \n the face, as ^ 
is done ia familiar and common converfation, would keep 
them alivey and infure their attention to whatever yoa 
fay. Your whole aJpeB (hould always be pleafaniy and- 
your loo}u dircd, mstx fevtre ox four, unlcfs when the 
paffion ox fentiment rt(\a\rtB> It, and then youf feelingf^ 
vnW fbon dictate a change. . In this cafe your imagtna* 
tioa throws an elcprefiion into your ^^/ that corref* 
ponds with your feniations, and the pqffions are depi£l-» 
ed in your hoks, as foon as your heart is affeEttd. 

How to draw tears from your own, as we/fas your audi^ 
tor*s eyes. 

Whenever you are affliAed with ^ violent grief for 
your own misfortunes, or touched whh great compqffiotk 
for the mifirks of another, the tear will Jiart in your 
eyes. This made the ancient aBors apply themfelves, 
with much care and attention, to the acquiring a fac- 
ulty of moving their imaginations to the poiwer of 
weeping znAfbedJing tears in abundance, whenever the 
occafion required \ and they fucceeded fo well in this 
particular, and brought it to fiich perfeAion, that their 
faces uied to be all over blurred with crying after the^ 
came off the ftage. Thev accomplifced this by vari- 
ous methods % but the moii effeftual was the following 
— They contrived to employ their imaginations upoa 
fome real private affli3ions of their own, that lay very 
much at heart, and not upon the fiBions of the play be^ 
fore them. There are many inftances handed down to 
us by hiftorians, of the aftonifhing effe£ls this produc- 
ed. The fpeaker who would wifii to attemp^t it, ought 
to form within himfelfz vjery flrong idea of the fubjeEf 
of the pdjjion, and the paffion itfelf will then certainly 
foflow of courfe, ferment immediately in the eyes, and 
tfffeHtht fpcftators with the fame tendernefi. Pafftons 

Digitized by CjOOQ I 



5a PUBLIC SI^AKBfG. 

arc wonderfully conveyed from ^ne perfiffs iyts to 
mnather^s^ the tears of me one aieltiag the beart ©f the 
9iber^ and creating ^k^lfthU ffmpathy between their im» 
wpnatious and t^peBts* 



Of lifting iip the eyei^ or cafling ibem down* 
it 18 pbtn yoti mitft Mgubite this according to ffae 
nature of ^nt thing Jpokem af.-^^'FoT if jou^eaihof im%f$n 
aad the celefiial pamrs^ you oug^j widboQt doubt, to 
l^f^ your eyes XqwtsM hmuen j but if you tsdkof ilie 
sartb^ and ierreftrial tUngx, yon muft, of conrTej ca^ 
them down upon the ground. You nuift alfo govern 
the fjM^f according to the paffionSy fe as to cai): them 
down upon things of SfgroGe and c^tempf «4iich yon 
are afhaxned of; and lz> r«^ dbent upon things of 
honour J which you can talk of with credit and confidence. 
You ought, likcwifc, more parttculariy to turn ttp your 
eyes towards that by which you fwear^ and to lift the 
iwr»^ f{^ ip i^fame oiHon. 

E.TC-BKOWS* jR&tt^ i!<&gf j<hwi/ A^ numaged. 

Hiefe ihould not be, on the one hand, altogetheif 
immoveable^ or too full of motion on the other. You 
muft not rai/e them both, ad manj^ people do when 
fpcakin^ of any thing with eagernefs or anxiety ; nor 
ought you to I ft up one and c^ down Ae other ,• but, 
for the moft part, they ought to remain in the fame 
pfiure and equality in which nature h2is placed them.-^ 
However, they arc permitted to movejfbmetimeSf and it 
is fit they flibuld, when the paffions require it — That 
is to fay, to contra^ them in fornow ; to fmooth and ^- 
Aaf/^them in joy ; and to bang them down whenever 
you would wi(h to delineate modefty and humility. 

. THE MOUTH. How to manage it* 

You muft take efpecial care not to let your mouth 

go in the leaft awry or uneven^ ai it is in the higKeft 

degree vulgar and difagreeahle* Do not proje3 tkc 

Jowor lip^ as fome people do, but let both of them be 



^ 
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aeariy even # and when you occafionally ftop in your 
fpeechi le^Te ofF with the mouth a little open. 

THE LIPS. Not ta bite them. 

Tott ought never to bite your lips^ excepting when 
die paffion demands it; and eren then it is more 
adapted to the a^or than the orator. Some perfons 
have a trick of licking diem with the tongue^ which 
habit is exceedingly low and ill'4redy^nd becomes more- 
die meehamc than we gentleman. ^ 

LASTLr. 

THE SHOULDERS^; 

There are many who /&rarg up the fliouldcrs ilmoft 
at every expreffion, which is very unmeaning, or at bed 
has but an appearance of poverty. Hiftorians relate»' 
that Demojlhenes was addifled to this cuftom, but that 
he got rid of it by ufing.himfeif, for a long time^ to de- 
claim in a confined place^. with a dag^tr fufpended over 
loLsJboulders^ fo that as often as he Jbrugged them up the 
point pricked him, and' thereby put him in mind of his 
error. By this method he, at lad, effe^ually corre^ed*. 
himiidifbf thekaUt^ 
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T7 terror and pity are the throbbing pulfes of 'Ghri& 
j[ tian oratory as well as <>f the drama, the powers of 
the former are certainly in this country feeble andun^ 
impreilive. Many fplendid exceptions may be adduced^ 
but I allude to the deficiency of general exqelieoce : 
under that confiderationi the form of Sacred Eloquence 
appears fickly and inad^ive, the pulfe at her hesurt beats 
languidly, no exprellion flafhes from her eye, and het 
pale lip attefts that no feraph has touched it with the 
live coal from (ff the altar. 

No other excelleace can iiippiy die want of anima* 
tion. « What have the French Revolutionifts,'' fays 
Mr. Burke, << to fupply their innumerable defefls, and 
to make them terrilAe to the firmeft iftkids ? One thing 
only ] But diat one thing ta worth a thotiland««>4t9ef 
haire energy.'' 

An audience may be aflimiiated toil treerthat is put 
mto motion by Htyt paffing gak : how often the Toice 
of a Preacher pafles oyer t£s tf ec^ like a languid sB^hy r^ 
wkhout agttaliag a fingle leaf ! 

The beauty ami propriety of our litmrn are oniyer- 
&Uy a^knowiec^ed : t^e learned Citrate ^Paddington^ 
%s» id iuft Etogudation^ p. %% ; <^ Tt» Gtairoh, in aft 

hcT- 
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' addrefles to the Deity, has, it may almofl: be (aid^ 
ifotmly feleAed fuch titles, attributes, and perfec- 
ts, as are moil appropriate to the petitions to which 
y are prefisred, axid belt calculated ta produce coiw 
pondcnt afffeftions.'* 

[ have frequently borne a filent teftimony to^ the* 
jng impreflion the prayers of the Liturgy have made 
the* audience. ^ I have frequently obferved an awful 
)eci:ing ftillneft when the Preacher hsui afcended" the 
pit. I have obferved, when every heart was broken 
1 harrowed up by contrition, and thus incidentally^ 
jpared to receive the celeftiaf feed from the hand of 
: fower, it has been defrauded of that feafonable and' 
lial nutriment which its fenfibilitj required. A cdld> 
nimated difcourfe (through which Reafon drags her 
ig chain of argument) fucceeds to the glowing ori- 
is of the Liturgy : or if the ' difcourfe; takes anothei^ 
cftion, and afliimcs fomething of an animated form, 
: then that form is poweriefi •, it bears the femblance 
merit without the effcft, and (lands in the ordAr of 
itorical ercdlem:e, as the fndw-drop in the clafs ofT 
kvers, which appears,. 

*< As Flora's breath, by fome transforming power,* 
Had changed an. icicle into a flower ;\ 
Its name and hue the fcentlefs plant retaim,- 
Aiid WiDtee Imgiers m its icy veiss.'^ ' . - 

See Mrs* Barbauld's Poems; 

That &ngtior which adheres to ^^cred oratory, d6e»-^ 
t arift from theabfence of abilities. Li^rature is- 
der the higheft obligation to the actual labofurs t^r 
5 Englifh Clergy/ ' Biblical inveftigSition is unwfea- 
dly urging her fuBlimepurftiit. The hallowed- Ihield" 
Truth is invincibly held up againit the armof Infi- 
lity ; and produftions of every kind arc conttntially 
>moting the ' caufe ^ o£ Mdralit y . The .many fingle 
mons or difcour&s coHe£ked into a volume, wbich'^ 
; 4^1^ iiuing from the pi^fir, though not gWing^ 

withA 
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iTAth that cteuraderiftia ene^y neqviml f Mski t (9iti£» 
flan orator, ^oontfldn a oonfidkrabk porticni of &Gre4 
learning elegantly difplayed ; fo that the clerical mind 
may be faii^ with the RxiQ^Bi ^propriety, to be highly 
cultivated, and 4ifefuHy exerted. 

As I wifli to addrefs this difcourfe to the younger 
part of the Clergy, I (hojuM advife them not to adhere 
to the prelent adopted mode of preachuig. Peihfs ^ 
quoddefirt^j fadt. They ihould dive mto t^KrigceiTef 
of their own bofom, aad explore the latent energy c( 
foul, ioxvo^ an acquaintancd with their oma peculiar 
powers, and maxk the beat and tendency oftheir ri^ng 
talents. << Klnowledge," fay« Cudworth* in hi« Tre*^ 
tife on immutable Morality, << is not to be pouved into 
the foul like liquor, but rather to be invited and gently 
drawn forth from it 4 nor tbe mind fo ^nuch to be filU 
ed therewith from without like a veiiel,as to belckidlkd 
and awakened. Hence is that ftraaage parturiency, that ' 
is often obferved in the mind, when it is foltcitoufly fet 
upon the inveiUgation of fome tr^th, wiiereby it doth 
endeavour, by ruminating and revolving within itfelf, 
as it were to conceive it within itfelf, to bring it forcb 
out of its own womb ; by which it i« evident that the. 
mind is naturally con&ious of its own a^ive ieciendi** 
ty-"* 

It is iaid^ that when Shakefpecure was IxMm, Katuit 
deftroyed the mould in whii:h hi« great mind svas form** 
ed. Without lofrng fight 4A thofe fpki»did cxoep 
tion$ to wUdi I before dludedj I cannot help wifhing 
that fonoe fuperior geniu« woidd bresJc dare general 
m^uld in which religious difcourfes are caft. To 
borrow an illndration from ^aj^ure,. an EngUfli lem 
mon may be faid to be compared to the ftatue of a 
CQXxe^l but (unimpailioned artift :* the form difplays an 
apt proportion of parts 4 but no foul warms, awakens^ 
inipirits the dead marble. The fubje£l of an £ngli& 
ferjnotn is often ad<mrably well conduAed, and iogeni^ 
ouily expanded ; the formation is aocttratei but fonse- 

thing. 

* Sec RoufTcau*! Pygmaliot* 
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thing is ftill wanting: I fannot l>etter elucidate my 
•leaning, than by thefe lines from Dryden : 

Still the warm fun its cheering power withheld. 

Nor added colours to the world reveaPd. ^ 

I beg I may not be underftood that I am recom* 
mending to the Preacher to efFufe a gaudy colouring 
over his Qompofition. The celeftial form of Religion 
does not require the flowing robe of Oftentation, nor 
is it to be viewed as through a prifm. A Chriftian au- 
dience is not to be amufed with the tricks of oratory, 
nor is the fpiritual food which the audionce demands 
at the hands of their paftors to be fupplied with the 
flowers of rhetoric. The pallors, fays Bifliop Taylor 
(in his fermon on the Duty of Minifters), " arc not to 
feed the people with gay tulips and ufelefs daffodils, 
^ but • with the bread of life, and medicinal plants, fpriiig- 
ing from the margin of the Fountain of Salvation.'* 

I fhall refcrvc for another opportunity fome obfcrva- 
tions on the fermons that have appeared in the courfe 
of the laft ten years ; in which I have attempted to 
{how, thgt however many oiF them may be efteemcd 
beautiful moral eflays, they are devpid of that evangelic 
and paftoral unciion^ which the pulpit demands : that 
they are not calculated to reach the aflfej^ipns, nor, ii> 
<M>nrefpon(dence with the objeft in view, either to dit 
turb, terrify, foften, encourage, or confole. They con- 
tain no communicative fenfibility, and have nothing 
that is glowing, feraphic, or incentive. If any author- 
ity were requifite to corroborate my opinion on this 
fubjeft, I find the fentiments of Biftiop Warburton in 
perfe£k confohance with mine : in his Dire£tions for 
the. Study of Theology he has thefe words : " A par- 
thetic addrefs to the pai&ons and afie£lions of penitent 
hearers, perhaps the moft operative of all the variouai 
fpecies of inftru£);ion, is that in which the Engliih pulr- 
pit is moft defeftive.** 

Nx}thing would fooner raife the deprefTed genius t>f 
Keligion, fays the author of the Chinefe Fragment, 

wthaa 
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« than the recovery of our Preachers frotn that reafin* 
ing maladyy/h\c\i has fo generally infcfted them. 

Ifthebivine Promulgator of the Gofpel called liis 
Apoftles ihe fiihers of mankind^ is it not to be prefum- 
cd they were to endeavour to arreft their audience in 
the faelhes of their elooucnce, in order to draw them 
to the full influence of their exhortation ? 

Our late eminent :^£lor, difcriminating between a 
Preacher and an Aftor, faid to Bilhop Lyttleton, " We 
fpeak of fifltons as if they were realities, and you fpealc 
of realities as if they were fiftions." 

If we do not hear of complaints relative to the cler- 
ical chair,. Hutne, in his Eflays, tells us thereafon: 
« We are f^tisfied with our mediocrity, becaufe we have 
had no experience of any thing better." 

«< I am gerfuaded,'' fays Gray ia n letter to Mafon^ 
« that chopping logic in the pulpit^ as our divines have 
done ever fince the Revolution, is not the thing \ but 
that imagination and warmth of expreffion are in their 
place there as much as on the ftage, anodcrated, how- 
ever, and chaftifed a little by the purity and feverity of 
Religion.'^ (4to edition, 278.) 

It would be an invidious ta{k to draw a comparifon 
between the regal (late of Chriftian oratory at the com- 
mencement of the fourth century, and it^ meagre im- 
poveriihed exiftence in the prefent day. Gregory Naz- 
ianzen, in his celebrated valediftory fcrmon, relates 
incidentally, rather than defignedly, the triumidbs of 
his own eloquence ; which eloquence, however, was 
not peculiar to him, but difplayed the general charac- 
ter of oratory at that period. The venerable Prelate 
hiving obtained permiffion to refign his fee, afcended 
the pulpit for the laft time, and took his leave of hia 
audience in expreilions flowing from an exuberant fen- 
fibility. 

<« Thou great and auguft temple, farewell ! , Fare- 
w:ell Apolllcs, ye leaders of my conflivas and my fuf- 
ferings ; thou dangerous and envied pre-eminence, epif- 
copal throne, farewell ! — ^Farewell, ye widows and or- 
phans ! Eyes of the poor, invariably diredcd to the 
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piesieher^.fe]!cwdl ! Ye innuixicrabicrfTcqciaittfrsof my 
homilies ! ye (twifohanded notaries ! ye rails prefied 
Iry my greedy aiulkors 1 fereweU^ farcwdl V 

The^ apoftfopfae the abdicating orator adchrefleB tte^the 
bsify m^dxitSf to the eiyes of the poor, to the rails* d»t 
wcxs irrefiied by^ the inhutnerable throng, and th^' ex- 
prcfiion of the greedy audifyrj ; demonltratively afcer- 
tfiin the brilliant powevs^of etequenee, when they were 
excrcifed by a Gwgory Mazianzeiii aBafil, or a Chry<V 
oftom. - . , 

Preaching is the nioft noble ermpteyment of reafon. 
When cur gteat epic poet extols the e»ce11ew:e of his 
divine art^ he afllnrilates her to facred' eloquence :— — 
«* PcWic abilities,'^ he fays, « are of potver, ^g/Scfef /Ar 
office of the pulpit^ to inbrced and cherifli in a great peo- 
ple, the feds of virtue and public civility, to attay tfie 
pettarfaatioas of the mind^ to fet the ivfSrtfHotts in right 
tjoae,. and tso celebrate, in glorious and lofty hymnSf the 
throne and equipage of God's Almighthwfe/**' 

Imprefibd wiib the dignity of hi« office, the young' 
Freacherfhouki bring to his^aik a bofom penetrated 
with the awful truth he is going to unfold: it is the 
beft method ofvdDepeningsthe effect upon an audience. 
Crathaw^ fay^9, in his: quaint, but expreffive manner, /A* 
^opandedh tim tuoufid/ng ifrari. 

We road': in ihc hiftory of the R'oman Drama, tlwt 
I^kiSr a^eetefarated ai^or^ relinquifhrd the (hge for a 
confi^mblr tivne,. from* the melancholy oc<^rrence Xyf 
' lofing; an oflly» child. Bemg at length perfuaded to re* 
fnme his^ profefiion, in order to engrave ftiH deeper on 
his foui the tragic fccne of Eleftra, which he was call- 
ed upon to exWbit, he hurtied to the tomb of his be- 
Idi^d fon, and with tin holy violation bore away the i«rn 
that enclofed* theendcarcd afhcs ! and when he held up 
this real objedl of domeftic affliftion for the urn of Gt- 
fcftes, he was fo vehemently affeftcd, that nature broke 
out- itit^ tones t)ie moft impaflioncd, and the moR ex*- 
preffivcof grief, while the whole theatre felt a cor- 

refpondeiTt 

•'See that valuable worlt, the jWfe^of MUton, by Mr. Hayley ; froi» 
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refpoadent emodoji, and echoed the moans of the for* 
rov-wounded parent. 

The Minifter of the Gofpcl has ho occafion to have 
recourfe tofuch ftimulatives ; the objeds of his difcuf- 
fion prefa equally upon him as upon his audience. 
Eternity I heaven ! hell f death ! thefe are themes 
which caft around an awful and univerfal intereft. The 
Preacher may be compared in fome refpefl: to the pilot 
in a ftorm, who fliares the peril with the paiTengers. 
The parliamentary orator deliyers his fentiments with 
animating warmth, under the conviAion that he is 
pleading the iacred caufe of his country ; and can the 
advocate* pleading the caufe of eternity, the celcftial 
patriot, perform his awful tafk with apathy ? 

Let the young Ecclefiaflic, while he ftands on the 
tlaeOnold of the fanAuary, undergo a felf-examination : 
if the filent but heart-felt -invitation, if the lonely 
whifpering voice of prcdileftion, do not prompt him 
to afcend the feat of the preacher 5 if an cnthufiaftic 
ardour docs jiot elevate him when he is commenting 
upon the facred text ; if he carries to his holy talk, a 
fupine reludance j he may reft aflured, that eloquent 
Nature has not predeftined him to occupy a place 
among the fmall number of her e]e£l ; that flie has not 
kindled for him the facred flame \ and that to him:^ 
thefe words of Dante may be applied : 

A <5tn natura, 
Non fcaldo ferro mai, ne batte ancudc. 

But, if the clerical ftudent is confcious that Nature 
has imprinted on his mind a peculiar bias ; if, amidft 
the claims of aflive life, fhe urges his power to one 
peculiar aim j if, deeply afFefted with the beauties oS 
profane eloquence, he glows with an enthufiafm till 
then unknown at the energy of facred oratory ; if an 
emulative fire kindles in his bread at the reco]ie£lion 
of our qhurch worthies, the fpiritual founders, and the 
fucceilive propagators of the eftablifhment, thofe im- 
moveable columns, which upheld amidft the burfting 
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temped the facred roof ! if, ftealing from the haunts 
of man, he invocates the Holy Spirit to defcend froni: 
-above, exuberant of grace^ and rich in his fevenfold 
energy ; if the facred fountain of tears lodged ifl the 
receifes of the foul, is ready, at Nature's call, to over- 
flow with afFeftionate effiifion : thefe indications teC- 
tify that he is defignated by Religion to the office of 
the fublimeft . import, the difpen{ation of her holy 
word. 

As the fire from Heaven, which in Leviticus con- 
fumed the burnt offering, and which was ever after 
preferved from extin£lion by the means of common 
materials ; fo the flame of genius, which defcepds from 
Heaven to the human bread, mud be kept alive bv hu- 
man afliduity : it muft be fed from the treafury of 
learning, and enriched by the dedu£tions of an observ- 
ing mind. But the Preacher muft not be faftidioufly 
folicitpus or elaborately nice in the arrangement of 
periods, and in the marflialling of his words. MiIton> 
the great mafter of expreflion, fays, " True eloquence 
I find to be none but the ferious and hearty love of 
truth : and that whofe mind foevcr is fully pofleflTed 
with a fervent defire to know good things, and with 
the deareft charity to infufe the knojvledge of them 
into others ; when fiich a man would fpeak, his wprds^ 
like fo many nimble and airy iervitors, trip about him 
at command, and in well-ordered files, as he would 
wifli, fall aptly into their o\vn places.** 

This paflage, however, from Milton, muft not be 
adopted without fome qualification ; for, unlefs the 
Preacher pays fome attention to the charm of numer- 
ous compofition, to the miific of verbal harmony, to 
the feleftion of graceful metaphors, he will render 
himfelf liable to the fame ftriftures which the elegant 
Me.lmoth pafles on Archbifliop Tillotfon : " The 
words of that prelate are frequently ill-chofen, and al» 
m^oft always ill-{)laced/; his periods are both tedious 
and unharmonious, and his metaphors are generally 
mean and ridiculous.** 

South, in a note to one of his Sermons, thus ani- 
madverts 
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madv^rts upon an exprefEon of Tillotfon : « See a late 
fignal mftanceof Providence va ?i Prince who bad hisJbQuU. 
der fo kindly kijed by a cannon bullet — as the late Archr- 
bifhop by a peculiar ftrain of rhetoric, cxprefles this 
wonderful eicape in his Sermon at Court — for well in^- 
deed might it pafs for wonderful j the falutes from 
the mouth of a catinon being commonly fo boifterous 
that they feldom kifs but they kill too." Vol. iii.p. 570. 

The Chriftian Orator mud dire<Et a peculiar atten- 
tion to the Bible : St. Jerome, no incompetent' judge 
of this fubje£t, recommends to the priefthood the pe- 
rufal of the facred page in^thefe energetic words : — 
«« ^enentem facros codices fomnus obrepaty et cadentem fa* 
aem pagina JanElafufcipiat,^^ 

The ScriptHre is the heaven, from which the Preach-* 
cr is to ftcal the Promethean heat which is* to animate 
his compofition. The Scripture is the herbal, or rather 
the ftorehoufe of plants and flowers, from whence the 
fpiritual phyfician gathers the medical herbs of power 
to footh the difeafed mind^ and difperie that perilous 
ftiifF that weighs upon the guilty bread. Thd Scrips 
tare is the arfenal from which are drawn thofe dread 
materials that form the thunder which the Prophets, 
the primitive preachers, wifclded over an unrepenting 
world. 

The many texts which will prcfent themfclves to the 
biblical ftudent as candidates tor his choice, fhoi^ld be 
previoully examined before he makes his feleftion. 
He ihould foar on the wings of contemplation, and 
hover over the facred ground j till, difcoverings^ text 
that forcibly attracts him, he {hould feize it, as the 
defcending eagle ruflies on his prey. 

" Thfe fubje£t of the difcourfe," fays Dr. Langhornj 
«« may fometimes preach naacre efie£luaily than the dif- 
courfe itfelf 5 arifing either from the energy and brev- 
ity of the expreffion, or from adapting it with an ob- 
vious propriety to fome temporary occafion. When 
the fate of Aaron's two fons was pronounced, the fa- 
cred writer gives us this (hort and ilriking defcription : 
Aaron held his peace. What expreffion T Would not 
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«his be a moft proper text for the ttihjeik of religious 
f efignation ? And would not the text kfelf plead more 
emphatically than the moft laboured fermon i* 

if hiflory (as it has been aflferted) is philofephy re^ 
alized, hiftorical preaching is truth exemplified. What 
are words to things ? What was the harangue of ' An« 
tbony to his producing the body of Csefar? Now a 
ftory realizes a difcourfe^ and brmgs^ as it were^ the 
body of Caefkr to our view. 

In St. James's Church, on the 7th of March 1 800, 
I heard a fubject of this nature treated in the moft lu«. 
minous and happy manner : the fubjedl of the hiftoric 
difcourfe was the decollation of St. John (be Baptilb. 
The eloquent Prelatef drew with a mafterly hand> die 
charaAers of all the perlonages concerned in that dra«- 
ma. ' The glowing zeal and undaanted courage of the 
fiaptift, the vindidive fpirit that reigned in the bofem 
cf Herodiasi were difplayed in the moft ftriki^^mftt 
of view. In the delineation <^ the cbarader of the 
young woman, compaffion foltened the ftratn of the 
Orator ', the timid nature of the daughter was viTidiy 
eontrafted with the imperious command of the matkeTf 
and with a lenient hand he flung over the part the 
daughter a£led in thia tragedy, the ^eil of filial obedi-» 
ence. But on Herod, the facrcd Orator poured the 
full torrent of his indignant ^eal, and pointed out, in 
the rnoft convincing, energetic language, that thi« 
adulterous intercourfe with Herodias was the caufe, at 
fir ft imperceptible, that led him from ftcp to ftep to 
the completion of the crime of murder. He then no-' 
ticed the frequency of divorces, which indicated an 
alarming diffolution of manners, and which he awfully 
reprefented as fufficient to awaken the divine forbear- 
ance, and call down the vengeance of Heaven on this 
country. 

There are many ftories in the facred writings preg«i 
nant with the moft intercfting morality. There are 
alfo to be found in ecckfiaftical hiftory, fubjedis that 

might 
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might be adopted hj the Chriftian Orator. The ()»ry 
of the forty n^irt^ of Sebafte occurs to me as a fubjcta 
that wonld happily iUuftrate adtfcourfe that treated up* 
on the aeceffity of perfeverance : the unexpe£led de- 
fertbn of one of the holy band» if property commented 
upoiii would exhibit a terrifykig example. I beg leavt 
to recommend this^ fubjeft.to the Morning Preacher at 
Spring garden Chapels ft gentleman wbo.pofieflis fiSpe* 
ripr talents for the plilpit^* 

Thefe ^iUiiftrious foldiers fufFered for their faith in 
the Lefier Armenia, under the Emperor Lucinus^ in 
320 : jthey belonged .to the fame company, and> were 
enlifted into the Thundering Legion : Agricota,. the 
gevernor o£ the province, -having publifbed an order 
dire^ing the army tofacrificeio the pagan deities, for«^ 
ty Chriftian foldiers reprefented their peculiar (ituatiori^ 
and refufed to join their comrades in the a<Sl of faeri- 
6ce : thi^ reftifal irritated the governor, to whofe 
menaces they returned tbis^ heroic anfwer i*^— That hi$ 
powejr did not esuei^d'to their will, it only, extended to- 
fhe infiidion'of corporeal pain$ which they had learned 
to.de|pife\rben they became foldiers. The governors 
lagUy incenfed at. their courage, devifed an extraordi- 
nary kind of death.. Under the walls of the town was 
a river) which was frozen* Agiicola ordered the pro* 
tefting> foldiers to be expofed naked on 'the ice ; a 
warm bath was prepared at. a fmall diftance for any 
who ihould,relent» They readily, i^nfented to under- 
go the ieyerc trial }»^d having for a confiderable time 
endw?ed'the thrilUng. agony. of the freezing air, one 
unhappy fufierer relented. ,^ While the gates of heaven 
were juft opespng to hi^^ view, while the hands of an^ 
gds' were, preparing, his. crown of ,vi£^ory, and faint^s 
oxpe&iog ;hi» afcendiug,fpirit, .Jibe wretched apofta^ 
rofe. from his- icy;.cou^h]i crawled to the fedu£tive bath,. 
and, fto^ing. into th^ warm emoUient water,* expired. 

Profane hiftory pirefents anany i^ftantes of illuilra^ 
tive comj^rifon^i betwigen the impure, oompUcatedi . 

*heto^- 

♦^The Rev. Mr. BeviOe, Cittipliiir tohh Ottct the Dfeke of: Mm4- 
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fieio^'worffiip (rf the Pagan citiial, and die kni«ra(^late 
fimpiicity of the Chriftian akar. A ftriking kiftaiaae 
oceufs i» SejanuS) who fometimes ftrawed t«8etrfe on 
At altar erce^ed to his^ own m€ta&rjf and tbos at ooM 
became the impious facrificet and the pfofade dekjT* 

There are fome aaitoe duMe, feme txnaeeontitio* 
dating troth% wfakh no atltre of eompofition- can fbft* 
en. Thefe repulfive <Migatiotts may be enfiarce^ bf 
xlhiftration. The advantage of nutfovtune is exe^pti*^ 
fied and pleafingly conveyed to^enflnd b*y die fol- 
lowing anecdote. 

An Englifii officer being taken prtfoner by the French 
Indiansj became the flave of an old Indian chief, wha 
treated him with humanity. One day the ehieftain 
took the officer into a retired part of a foreft, and ad** 
^treiTed him in thefe words : 

« Since you have been my captive^ yott muft ac^ 
'knowledge that I have treated you with kindnefe 1 I 
have taught you to form the fwift canoe, to chafe lite 
boar, to prepare the beaver's (kin, aftd to fpeed ibt 
fhaftv Tcil me, is your father living ?*' — « He wa« 
alive," the officer replied, « when I left my eountty/* 
The chief returned, *< I was a father once ; thy lofiij c^ 
valiant fon ! like the arrow that put an end to thy ex^ 
iftence^ drinks tire Mood that warms niy heart. No^ 
joy, no comfort have I knowny finee I have felt the ab-» 
fence of htm whom I loved with fuelt an asfefticitu 
Behold that fun I how Imght it fliines to yoja ! Smce 
^tfad day it looks to me a cloud ! How cheerfttlijil 
yonder rofes meet your eye ! To me they feem detoM 
of every charm. Go, youthful ftranger, to fo&t ia« 
ther ; go, wipe from his furrowed cheek the ftream of 
^rental fbxrow ; go, bid the ftiil <K^ay to hiiii all ita 
i^ndour ^ and M the «ofe in all her bloom appear f* 

. This hiilorka) incident^ wiB natunttiy kad the 
Preacher to obferw, that the mtsfertune of lofing his 
Ion had ibfiened the bofom of the ladbtt ehief, and: 
difciplined it to this ad): of ^ benevolenee, which nO' 
4oubt. would be rewarded at die: tl^re^e of j^ce. 

^ , Befide^. 
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Befi de» the tseilMftf «f ocmtf^g kiftru Ai(»n Aroifgh 
the <di«aiiei of hiftoty, tlte#<tf jpres Gf rcumftaAces feeth-' 
ii^ vAimpoitani^ nMohfi if firiteiEt ^th tddref^, "n^ 
lii^eft totbe Fmciidr a twr sind on^x^^aed ttain «f 
34mr A Ppcttdier fiiiM J9$H ^f#, in FfalK^i whe> liadi 
acquiited a oonfidembfe Aatcr of reno?^ amoiffg Ibe til- 
tagefs at a freai diftanoii firom tk$ €s^kat> eafrtfe to Pat* 
i«OA Ibiiie pritai^ biiitMft^ wiUldttt dny in^ ot 

diCpUifiAg hk orac^iigal caknrM j dut £$ great irar the 
ciunofitf of the^Paf^ang to hear th^ mftic? otatar, that 
importuttflies poured m upon hifH ftbrA trtrj qii2nrter* 
He was at length prevailed upon to complf With thel 
aniver&I requ^ft. The church of St. Satpitiue Wa9^ 
chofea for the purpofe. The parifli of St. Sulpitiua i» 
one of the mO& exteilfiVe in PariS) a^^d was inhabited- 
chiefly by perfons of the higheft' diftin£lion and emi-^ 
itence. Never did a njore fplendid audience prefent it- 
felf to the eye of a Preacher. The Abbe Bridaine 
foandhimfelf eticifcled iHth billtopa, catdinails, princes, 
miatfterS) united with all the fetoale elegance of Paris.- 
Sktrprifedy but liot intimidat^di he feiaed the local in-> 
cident ar ifrtig fircmrthe eontraft of the afVtial to his owtt 
aceuftomed audience,^^ to uftier in. die foflowing iriw^ 
ptei&ire oxordhzm r 

«*Difufed tofobriHiant a congregation^ I ought to 
mtre^ yoiit irtduigifence towards a poo* 'country curatc> 
who is deftifci«e ofthofe elegant talents which the Pa^ 
^a^ reqtftr^ of the Mkiiftcr of the Gofpel. I am, 
ftbw^nrw-, f^Mfdibus of at very difierent fenfation from> 
thatf <jf jfear V awd if Meel m^fclf irtfipi»eflfcd at this tko^ 
mem vMi httfliiHty^ dd liol unfaginc that it arifcs frbfrt 
the Wtelchdi diiijttietude oF vanity. God forbid that 
a Mfntftar 6t Hs Gofpel fliouM ftand in need bf an 
apology wheh he comes before you todifpenfe die 
words erf Mfe. Although you- may boafl! of ever fo ex«- 
alted a rank} you^are not greater'in the eye of Heaven 
Aan I am ; and every peribnan thi& audience is what t 
aai^ a famar. ft has been till this day my lot to announce 
die word of God in churches whofe thatched roofs can- 
opy an bumbte ttaia. Wmch Aat I ami I have urge* 
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the rigours of peiuiatice to thofe vrh^ jiad not bread to 
offer to their famiflied chiklrett. . I hanre enforced' the 
mi&& tremwdout> tnuhs of our retigioa. upon dbe iano* 
<^iit iahajbitant of the cottage. ■ J have carried difmay 
and afili^tioci into the bofoorof thofe iiibom«I fhould 
rather hare pitied and confokd. From the phck I now 
occapy, whereter I dtred:' mj tfti$itl behoU onljr the 
riehy^the gre$t| 'the fortunate ; perhaps I behoktefae op-' 
preflbrs of fuffering h^mantty^ $ at- leaft, I! may. with^ 
truth affirm, tkzt I behold .audiieious ai^d habitual fiii- 
ners! Ah, it is here the impaffioned Preacher may 
rotl* die thttoder of the Gofpel! It is^here« as through 
a burfting cloud, he may pour the rtempeft. of^his iodig*^ 
nation.-^— 

«The certainty of deaths the uiKortainty of the. 
hour^ the fmall number of the ele£l, thelaft judgmeaCy^ 
hell, and| above all, eternity ! eternity ! thefe are the; 
fubjefi;s I Ihail this day unfold to- your ireoibling view^ 
and which I no«' lament I had not referted for yoa 
alc»ie. I do not court your applaufe i for the applau& 
giren to the J^readier does not infure the falvat^on of 
t]ie bearer. May God toucJi your^iardened heartsj IhavCL 
a^uired a long experie^nce o£ his mercy $ Jiad (hould- 
remorfe harrow up your foul, you will dben aicknowlr 
edge that I am fiifficiently eloquent.'' 

A local occurrence will fometimes daim the no^«e o£ 
a Chriftian Orator. Dr. Langhorn infevted in a Foemy 
entitled The Country Juftktf an eyent which had hapf^- 
ed in his neighbourhood. He had forefeeat&e tSt£k it 
would have dn the poetical reader bjf the warm inter- 
eft it obtained among his rural auditors when he deliv^ 
^ed the pathetic ftory from the pulpit. It is a ti«igic«« 
al incident belonging to^the Ample annals of the village ^ 
and although it carries with it>a.col}a(er;|I nthOr than- 
a direct moral tendency, the feefllig Paftor was induced: 
to weave it into his difcourfe for the purpofe of excit- 
ing a refentment at the unmerciful dirpea&tioa of pow- 
er which is fometimes exercifed by churchwardens. 

The narrative, divefted of its poetical orriaments,^ 
j^t retaining all its intexeft^ juas thus ir^Axk. indigent. 
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aad virtiioiie jtmng macriei mtoomui, <who lived atn 
coiifideniUe diftance from hero^^rn panfli, was Tetani«» 
iag hoaie : flie had pa£ed through the toil of a long 
day's journey on fboti aad in the evening reached a 
village thi^ was three iBto diftant from her own. £»- 
haufted with fatigiie, and fiftimiog with thirft, (he troft^ 
ed that feme charitabk peribn would allow her a little 
ftraw upon which ihe might repofe her weary limba, 
aad flie begged for a cup of beer to moiften her parch^- 
ed lips. . That boon, iodeedi was not denied her ; ^ut 
tbe ftem overfeer^ perceiving the advanced ftate of her 
pregaancy, huiried lier away friom the villt^, without 
permitting her to partake of any other rdFrdhment .; 
and having condu£led her beyond the limits of the par- 
iOiy he inhumanly left her on a naked heath. The 
paags of chUdbirdi ibon aflaiied her ; Out was deiitered 
of her itifafU and expired. At that moment a high- 
wayman, who had juft committed a robbery, was haf- 
tening over the heathy and riding cK^e to the very fpot, 
he ^ faw a woman who appeared dead, with a naked 
babe at her bofom^ Forgetting his own perilous fitua- 
tiofi, the generous robber alighted from his horfe, car^ 
rted the naked infant to a cottage, and diftribated part 
of hi^ booty to the woman wito received the childb 
Erery heart muft throh with a wiih for the haraane 
robber^s efeape ^ but heaven oidmned it otherwife : tUi 
pity that delayed bis flight was the caufe of his being 
tahen. The (ingukirity of his cafe not being accurate* 
]y conveyed to the merciful ear of the king, he under* 
went the f«H rigour of his fentence y while the tore* 
lenting pverfeer ftiil prefidea in his hamlet, the- terror 
of the poor 1 and bears, to ufe the ciofing worda of 
the poem, i 

Weekly to charch%i$ h&ok of wicked prayct«« 

There are fituations of danger and alarm, that will 
call forth the mott powerful exertions ^f the Orator. 
James Saurin, the celebrated Preacher at the Hague, 
introduced into bis difcourfe the ftate of the exiled 

A-Protcftanrs 
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Proteftams in the moft bold and erigtnal manner. The 
fermon was preached at the opening of the camp^gn 
1706, on the faft^ay. The sKnrials of rcligian never, ^ 
perhaps, prefented to the view of a Chrtftian orator a 
more interefting fcene. Tfaerpromifeuous orowd that 
thronged the church, was compofed: of the army, 
and of their neaVeft connexions and relatidns, for 
whofc fafety they welfe going to expofe their live*. No 
£nifter views, no thought of aggrandifement, no com- 
mercial advantages, mingted with the purity of that 
conteft in which they* wetff engaged : nature, fecurity, 
domeftic happinefs, called them to the ilrife, "while Re- 
ligion flood on the pedeftal of Ambition. 

The Preacher took his text from the fixth chapter of 
the Prophet Micah : 
«< < Hear ye, O mountains) the Lord's controrerfy, and 

« ye ftrong foundations of the earth ; for the Lord 

< hath a controverfy with his people, and he will 

< plead with IfraeL O my people, what have I done 
• unto thee, teftify againft me.* 

«* This aftonifhing fcenic reprefentation, my breth- 
ren, of the Creator enteritig into a contending dialogue 
with the creature, is what I fhall this day hold up to 
your view, in order that you may enter into thofe fen- 
timents of compunftion which the folenmity of this 
day requires. The arm of God is extended over our 
heads : (hall I fay for the purpofe of defence or of 
deftruftion ? Oh ! let me conjure you, by the walls 
of this temple which ftill fubfift, by the charm of con- 
tugal affe£lion, by the love you beat your children, 
by the unfbaken fidelity you owe to your religion, in 
the* name of our fovereigns, our commanders, our 
foldiers ; by all thefe facred titles to 'your attention 1 
may my voice this day have accefa to the inmoft reced- 
es of your hearts ! Ye worldl^diftraftions ! Ye ter- 
reftrial cares ! Ye birds, ye harpies that difturb our fa- 
crifice, vanifli from our mind this day, and leave us 
with God alone. 

" «'Hear ye, O mountains, the Lord's controverfy, 
« and ye ftrong foundations of the earth \ for the Lord 
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< h^di afControv€Tf]r with his people/ and he will plead 
« with IfraeL* 

« As I confider this text as immediately connected 
with your prefent unfortunate fituation, you may be al- 
lowed to npur oi^t your eomplaintSy and proclaim before 
the face ofneaven and earth the calamities with which 
you are afflifted. 

« « O my people^ what^have I done unto thee ?' 

« Lord> thou haft done many things unto us ! Ye 
folitary paths that lead to the gates of Jerufalem ! ye 
deje£led facriiicers ! ye weeping virgins ! ,ye fanftua- 
ries levelled with the duft I deferts peopled with holy 
fugitives! meinbers of Jefus Chrift wandering upon 
the face of the earth f ye children torn from the arms 
of your parents ! iknprifoning caverns gorged withcon- 
feilbrs I forms of deccafed martyrs denied the afylum 
of the gravC) and expired to the mangling talons of vo- 
racious birds ! ye fallen temples ! duft i alhes ! facred~ 
ruins ! ye flames I ye torturing wheels J and fcaffolds ! 
oh reply, and bear your teftimony againft the EtemaU 

<« But, if we take God for our judge, -(hall we not 
find motives fufficient to juftify the calamities with 
which we are now afflicted ? The habitual contempt 
of his word, thp abortive warning of his paftors, an rn- 
ordinafe attachment to the worldj the many vices that 
preceded the misfortunes we now lament, (bould make 
us fmite our bofom, and cry out, in the words of the 
prophet. The Eternal is juft, for we have rebelled 
againft him/' 

EccleCiftical hiftory informs us of a moft happy lo-i 
cal incident, of which the great Chryfoftom failed not 
to avail himfelf. Eutropius, a man of the loweft ex- 
tra Aion, had, by the means of a fmooth infinuating 
mannerft gained an afcendant over the mind of Ihe £m^ 
peror Accadius, who having previoufly raifed him to 
offices of emolument and power, bs^ elevated him to 
the dignity of eonful. Invefted with authority, he op- 
preffed the peq)le, and perfeeut^d the church. Among 
thefeveral rigorous laws and provocations that ema- 
xvited from his adminiftration^ the edi& that fupprefied 

the 
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the privilege of faaduary gare confiderable oflence. 
The undaunted Chryfoftom ftood forth upon all occa- 
iioni to oppofe the innovating fpirit of the minifter. At 
lengdi the people, uniting with the army, loudly de- 
manded his difiniffion. The emperor^ who l|ad already 
enftefkd his indignation at his condud, ordered him 
to retire from court, with an injunction never to re- 
turn. Abandoned by the emperor, and expofed to 
public Tefaittnent, the wretched Eutro'pius fled to the 
altar for that privilege he had denied to others. The 
emperor fent a detachment of his guards to force him 
from his afylum. But the generous interpofition of 
Chryfoftom prevailed upon the commanding officer to 
fttfpend his orders tilt he obtained leave from the £m- 
pepor for Eutropius to partake of the privilege of 
fanfluarf . The next day being a great feftivai, an un- 
ufual cencourfe of people thronged to the church to 
behold that perfon reduced to fo humiliating a ftate, 
whofe deportment in the hour of profperity had been 
haughty, imperious and opprd&ve. The tumultuous 
noifo which firft prevailed having fubfided into an aw- 
ful filence, Chryfoftom pronounced the following dif- 
courfe : 

« < Vanity of vanities j and' all is vanity/ 
« If ever there was a time more adapted than anoth* 
er for the application of thefe emphatic words, it is 
moft affuwdly the prefent moment. Where is the 
fplendour-that environed the conful ? where are the 
. honours, where are the imperial diftinClions that at- 
tended him ? are the feftive hours of his repafts 
to return no more ? are the days of his rejoicing 
departed ? where are his chorifters ? where, are his 
muficians ? has a mournful filence fucceeded to the 
;^plaufe of the circus ? to the loud acclamations of in- 
numerable fpeftators ? a fudden blaft has withered the 
lofty tree, defpoiled it of all its leaves and flowing [ 
honours, gnd palfied the naked branches. Where is 
now your late concourfe of fummer friends ? where is 
the lengthening procefTion of your parafites ? The fe- 
licity you enjoyed has pafled away as the dream that 
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vaniflies at the dawn of day : it h^s pafled away like 
the beauty of the vemai flower; it has pafied away 
like an airy vapour before the fun ; it has pafled away 
like a cloud of duft that is fcattercd by the wind, 
^ Vanity of vanities— all is vanity !* Thcfe emphatic 
words Oiould be proclaimed in all public places ; they 
fliould be infcribed upon the walls of every manfion ; 
they (hould be imprinted on our garments ; but they 
(hould be principally engraved upon our hearts. 

'< How repeatedly have I. faid to you, Eutropius, 
that riches are fugitive flaves ! experience now informs 
jou that they are h(9micides, (ince they are the authors 
of that impending danger .which threatens your exift« 
cnce. And to avoid being involved in the fame ca- 
lamity, your parafite companions and adulators, and 
they who experienced the beneficial part of your pow- 
er, behold ! they have all abandoned you*, while vkc 
obfcrve a conduft of a different tendency ; we who, in 
the day of your profperity, patiently endured the pret 
fure of your tyranny, in the day of your misfortune 
proteA you with all our authority. The holy religion 
you have infulted and opprefled oiflers you an afylum, 
receives you into her arms, and holds you to her bof- 
om. I do not ufe this language by way of exulting 
over the enemy, who is grovelling in the duft, but to 
ftrengthen thole, who ftand ; not to inflame the wound 
that now is bleeding, but to ftimulate the attention of 
thofe who have yet received no wound ; not to plunge 
into the roaring waves the man who is ihipwreckcd, 
but to inftruft thofe who fail vith profperous winds to 
efcape from being expofed to the fame calamity. 

*• There is little occafion for the parade of words,' 
when the prefence of the difgraced fugitive fo forcibly 
defcribes his misfortune. Moft of you aflifted yefter- 
day at the ftrange fpeftacle exhibited in this temple ; 
you beheld when the Imperial guards came to arreft 
the fallen minifter, how eagerly he flew to yon fanAu- 
ary, and embraced the facred Vafes ! a deathlike pale- 
nefs was diffufed over his countenance, a chilling ter- 
ror convulfed his frame; his voice burft out at inter- 
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Tals into broken accents. I fay not this far tiie pur* 
pofe of adding to the ma£i of his misfoftune^ bnt to 
quicken yronr fenfibility^ and induce yooT CompafBiDii to 

^entertain the benevolent idea, that his punifliment has 
ali«ady tranfcended his crime. Is there any perfon pre(^ 
ent vrho inwardly renioaches tn^ for holding ont a pro- 
teAing hand to that unfaaf^y crimmal- ? Dk^s it appear 
inconfiftenty that he ffaouki'find fccorityinthat temple, 
'whofe facred worflnp he was ambitious to annihilate ? 
Hather think with me that it redounds to the glory of 
God, that fo formidable an enemy fliould be compelled 
to acknowledge die power and the forbearance of the 
C%urch ! This venerable matron, like a tender mother, 
oovers him with her garment from the indignation of 
the emperor, and the vehemence of public hatred. A 
deciiency of this diftinguiihed natuve refle£ts an addi*- 
tional Ittftre on that blazing altar. To thefe eyes nev-- 
er did yon altar appear more refplendent or more tre- 
mendous than at thi& moment^ when I behold that lion 
trembling at its feet." 

^ Nicholas Prevoft, a French Preacher in the begin- 
ning of the eighteenth century^ introduced the foll^D^w- 
ifig obfervatiou through the medium of a local ctrcum- 
fiance. It is in his funeral oratimi upon the Duke of 
Berrii pronounced ^It St. Dennis (near Paris), where the 
royal family are interred^- 

« Illuftrious progeny of the Bourbons ! ye worthy 
defendants of the Condes ! behold how the fplendour 
which furrounds your birth is finally to be darrkened« 
This temple may be faid to be ftrewed with the afties 
of your relatives, to be paved with the ruins of your 
ancient houfe. As we walk along, do we not feem to 
trample upon -broken fccptres, fallen crowns^ and de- 
graded forms of monarchs ?'* ^ - 

There are alfo circumltanccs of a fugitive nature, 
which, like the momentary and embelliflung accidents 
of light, will ferve to heighten and enforce fome par- 
ticular objeci of difcuffion. I cannot better illuftrate 
my meaning, than by citing a beautiful paflage from a 

^ . letter 
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letter of Auron ,Hftl to Richardfon^ on^the publication 
of Pamela: 

^ Whfin I cead Pamela, I could not help naming 
yott to my hope^ as the mouider of this maiden model. 
Pamela poflc^es general attentioi^ an4f like the fnow 
that now li^ on the earth» covers every other image 
with her own unbounded whitenefs.'* 

Thereisaliba method of enforcing an argument 
from the ob}e£k whkh engages the attention of the 
perfen you wiih to perfuade : this is finely illuftrated 
in a fpcech of Agrippina. Tacitus informs us» that 
Qodiia Puicfara being accufed by the emperor, Agriph 
pina^ refenting the indignity offered her injured friend 
and relation, rufiied into the pretence of Tiberius, and 
finding him in the zA of offering a facrifice to the 
Rianes of Auguftnsy flie accofted-him in a tone of vc^ 
hemence : ^ 

^ The piMy which thns employ ttfelf in Hayings 
Tiftims to the deceafed emperor, agrees but ill with 
Cbe hatred that porfecirtes his pofterity. Thofe are 
fenfele& ftones which you adore \ they are not ani- 
mated with the fpirit o{ Auguftus i his defcendants 
are living images of him, and yet even they whc^e 
Yctos are warm with his celeftial Uood, (land trembling 
on the brink of peril : Why is Clodia Pukfara devolc^ 
to deftruftion T 

Though the preceding fpeech cannot fupply the 
Preacher with any imitative hint, nor fttggeft any thing 
exa£lly fttnilar,it may point to him the manner of for- 
cibly feizing a peculiar ctrcumftance, and arguing froin 
immediate fituatiom 

The abrupt divcrfion of z difcourfe to another ob- 
,jc£l (a figure in which ancient oratory feems to delight) 
may occafion^ly be introduced into a moral exhorta* 
tion. Cicero's addrefs to the Martian legion, Fos vero 
patrut natosjuSeo I Sec, and his appeal to the hills and 
groves of Alba, arc well known to the claffical reader : 
but however fpirited thefe addrcffes to departed perfoos 
andinatumate (^j^s may appear, they certainly flcrink 
before the fublime appeal of a late unfortunate queen! 

who, 
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who, as ihe ftood at the bar, humbled, degraded, out- 
raged, at a certain calumnious imputation, her elaftie 
mind foared above difgrace ; and, burfUng into voice, 
flie cried out with the energy of nature-^** I appeal to 
all the mothers who are in this court ! I confign my 
innocence to your decifion ! tell me, tell me, is it pof- 
fible that a parent can be guilty of this crime ?" 

Is Reafon then to be excluded as an unavailing ac- 
trefs in the theatre of Truth ? By no means ! Let her 
come forward in the caufe of religion, and let her be 
heard in her turn ; and although fiie is not allowed to 
-iJixar the flowery garb of Rhetoric, let her chafte argu- 
ment be clear, forcible, and concife ; let her feeming 
negleft of exciting the paflxons be blended wfth a fub- 
dued eloquence : let her have a view to the hearty 
even while ihe is addreifing the underftanding ; let her 
refembie the fhephcrdcfs in Virgil, whofe flight is at- 
tended with a wilh to be feen : Et fugit adfalke^t ^fi 
iupit ante videri. 

The following melancholy expoftulation of Wollaf- 
ton, under the idea that exiftcnce terminates with this 
life, is a kind of concealed eloquence which reaches the 
heart through the iindcrftanding : 

** Is this life the period of being ? Did man come 
into the world only to make his way through the prefs, 
smidft many juftling and hard ftruggles,.with at beft 
only a few deceitful, little, fugacious plcafurcs inter- 
fperfed, and fo go out of it again ? Can this be an end 
worthy a Firft Caufe perfedily reafonable I Can I be 
made capable of fuch great expedtations, which the an- 
imals know nothing of (happier by far in this regard 
that I am, if we muft die alike) only to be difappotnted 
at lad i Thus placed juft upon the confines of another 
better world, and fed with hopes of penetrating into it, 
and enjoying it, only to make a (hott appearance here^ 
and then to be fhut out and totally funk ? Muft I then, 
when I bid my lad farewell to thefe walks, when I clofe 
thefe lids, and yonder blue regions and all this fcene 
darken upoh me and go out \ muft I then only ferve 
io furniili duft to be mingled with the a(hes of thefe 

herds 

Digitized byCjOOglC 



ELOQXriNCt. 77 

herds and plants, or with this dirt under my feet ? 
Rave I beea fet fo hr above them in life, only to be 
levelled with ^m at death ?" Seifion the ninth. 

' Of this fpecies of reafiming to whith I now allude, 
is the celebrated pafl:^ in Siertock, beginning with 
tibefe words: <' Gq to your natural religion." 

This folitary inftance of animated elocution, amidft 
fe many diibourfes,. «<i8 like the lightning in the coUied 
night, which unfolds both heaven and earth, and ere 
a man hath power to fay. Behold, the jaws of darknefa 
do devour it up." 

The Abbe Boifmont happily unites the powers of 
logic with the ffriendour of rhetoric, in his addrefs to 
the infidel writers : 

«« I am ready to acknowledge the fervice you have 
rendered humanity : I am ready to acknowkdge that 
you have checked the progrefs of fanaticifm ^ that you 
kave thrown down the flaming pyres of intolerance : 
and, as a Minifter of the Gofpel, I thus publicly thank 
you in the name of religion. But let me aflc, why 
you are fo ardent for the annihilation of all worfliip f . 
why fo anxious for the abolition of our folenmities ? * 
Were every temple of this metmpolis levelled with the 
duft, to what fanftuary would the wretched refort to 
pour out dieir affli£ked foul to heaven i Were every 
Minifter of the Gofpel profcribed, where would be the 
hand to wipe the tear from the cheek of misfortune ? 
where the voice to breathe the accents of confolation 
to the miferable ? Renowned and exalted as your 
name may be," tell me, do you account it fufEciently 
powerful to fummon avarice and -opulence to unlock 
their treafures, and to rcfpect the rights of the poor i 
can the abftrafl images of humanity, of liberty, of 
eqttaH*y, warm, foften, or fubdue the heart ? You ev- 
ery where reprefent mankind in your writings under 
the foothing imagery of ^ fraternal community ; with 
an equal ardour we embrace this image, and hold it to 
our bofom. To you, that image is a cold (latue \ to 
us, k is warm and throbbing with life I You declaim, 
and we perfon]|^ ; for it is in our temples only, this. 
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fantly of brotheifaeod W fecn $ it is m our tempiaB d^ 
ly, where paffion, fefentment, vengeance fink iisilo a 
calm ; where feparate interefts congregate into- one be- 
nevolent fentiraent. You have your^ tycenme and m- 
ftitutions for the encouragement of literature^ but you 
have no fchool for the fcience of Humanity : you 
fpeak of her indeed, in your difcuffions 'and academie 
harangues ; but it is in our temples only, that Ihe 
fp^ks herfelf, a&s, and commands ! becaufe equality 
is only to be found at the foot of the altar, where bitthy 
dignity, ulents difappear^ and the Chriftian akne re« 
»atns !** 

Mr. l£rfkine fuppties me with another inftance of 
this moral reafoning, in his fpeech of June 24th, 1^97, 
fai the court of King's Bench, Weftminfter, the King 
V. Wilhams, for publiihing Paine's Age of Reafon. 

. In order todeprefsand degrade the pretenfions c^ the 
ihallow unbeliever, Mr. Erflctne cites four of our moik 
eminent literary characters, whofe brilliancy of mind 
waj as the fun in the gray vault of heaven I and who em- 
braced, with the firnieft perfuafion, the Chriftian doc-^ 
» trine. 

« In running the mind along the long lift of fincere 
and devout Chriftians, I cannot help lamenting,' diat 
Newton had not lived to this day, to have had his 
fballownefs filled up widi this liew flood of light.-— 
But the fubjedl is too awful for irony. I will fpeak 
plainly and directly. Newton was a Chriftian }-^ 
Newton> whofe mind burft forth from the fetters cafl: 
by nature i4>on our finite conceptions*— Newton, whofe 
fcience was truth,, and the foundation of whofe knowl- 
edge of it was philofophy ; not thofe vifionary and ar- 
rogant prefumptionsy which too often ufurp its name^ 
but pliilofophy refting upon the bafis of mathematics^ 
which, like figures, ca»nnot lie — ^Newton, who carried 
the line and rule to the uttermoft barriers of creatirni, 
and explored the principles by which, no doid}t, all cre-^ 
ated matter is held together and exifts. But this ex- 
traordinary man, in the mighty reach of his mindt^ 
overlooked, perhaps^ the errors^ which a. minuter in« 
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veftigatiDii of the crated thmgs oa tius etrtb mighe 
hate taught him, oi the eflence of his Creator. What 
Aail then be faid of the great Mr. Bojie, who looked 
]iiU> the organic ftruAure of all matter, eren to the 
brute ioanimate fubftances, which the foot trcada on f 
Such a oian may be fuppofed to have been equally qual» 
ified with Mr. Paine to look up thrcMigh Nature to Na- 
hirefs.God : yet the refolt of all his contemplation was 
the moft confirmed and devout beUef in all which the 
other holds in contempt, as defpicable and drivelliag 
foperftition.-**-But this error might, perhaps, arife from 
a want <^ due attention to the fouiidations of hum^n 
judgment, and the ftruAure of that underftandinf^ 
which God has given us for the inveftigation of truth. 
Let ihat queftion be anfwered by Mr. Locke, who was»' 
to the higheft pitch of devotion and adoration, a Chrif* 
tian*— Mr. Locke, whofe office was to deteA the errors 
of thinking, by going up to the fountains of thought^ 
and to dire<^ into the proper track of reafoning, the 
devious mind of man, by ihowing him it» whole proc** 
cIs, from the firft perceptions of ienfe to thelaft con- 
cludonsof ratiecination, putting a rein upon falfe opin- 
ion, by pra£Vical rules for the condu£k of human judg- 
ment. But thefe men were only deep^ thinkers, and 
Hved in their clofets, unaccuftomed to die traffic of the 
world, and to t(ie laws ^ich praAiea% regulate mam« 
kind. 

« Gentlemen! ii> the place where- we now fit to ad- 
miniitor the juftice of this, great country, above a cen- 
tury ago, the never to be forgotten Sir Matthew Hale 
preGdcd ; whofe faith in Chriftianity is an exalted 
commentary upon its truth and reafon, and whofe life 
was a glorious example of its fruits in man, adminifter- 
ing human juAice with wifdom and purity drawn 
from the pure fountain of thejChriftian difpenfation^ 
wjiich has been, and will be in all ages^ a fubjeft of the 
higheft reverence and admiration. But it is (aid by the 
author, that the Chriftian fable is but the tale of the 
more ancient fuperftitions of the wodd, and may be 
eafily detedied by a proper underftanding of the niyr- 
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Adbgples <sf tte kcadieos. Did Miken uadbtftaoidr 
dbofe mythologies ? Was heiefs verfed than Mr. Patae 
IB, the fvporftitiottt of the vorM? No, theyivexe Ae 
fiibjeA of his immortal fong -, and though flmt out 
firom all recurrence to them^ he poured them forth 
firom the ftores of a memory rich with all that man crer 
knew, and laid them in their order as the illaftration 
of real and exalted faith, the unqueftionable fource of 
that fervid genius, which caft a fort of ihade Upon all 
ite other woidcs of man. But it was the light of liie 
BODY only that was extinguifiied ) < The eeleftial light 
< ihone inward, and enabled him to juftify the ways of 
« God to man.' The refult of has thinking was sever*- 
thekfs not the fame as the aUtbof^s. l%e myfterious 
incarnation of our bleflTed Saviour (which Hm wt»rk 
Uafphemes in words fo wholly unfit for the mouth of 
a Qniftian, or for the eat of a court of juftice, that I 
dare not, and will not, give them utterance) Mikoa 
made th^ grand eonclufion of the Paradife Loft» the 
reft from his finiihed labours^ and the ultimate faope,^ 
tzpedation, and glory of the world. 

** Thus you find all that is great, or wife, or fpl^i« 
did, or illuftrious, amongft created beings ; a& the 
minds gifted beyoiid ordinary nature, if not inTpired by 
its uni^erfal Authqr for the advancement and dignity of 
the world, though divided by diftant ages^ ana by 
clafhing opinions, diftinguifliing them from one anoth- 
er, yet joining as it were in one fubtime chorus to cel- 
ebrate the truths of Chtiftianity, and laying upon its 
hcAj akars the never-fading oiferings of theif immortal 
wifdom.'* 

The next inftance I (ball produce of that logic adapt- 
ed to the pulpit,^ is from a Sp^n4fii author r his reafbn. 
ing is fimple and unadorned, but clear,.- daitng, and ir«<» 
xefiftible. . . 

Savonarola fays, in his Trrumpho Crucis, ^* That 
unlefs the truth of our religion be granted, a Cbriftian 
muftbe the greateft monfter in nature : be miift at the 
fcme time be eminently wife, and notorioufly foolifh 5 
a wife man in his praAke, and a. fo<d in his belief : hi» 
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miomng powers muftbe deranged bj a conftant de. 
liriumy while his condudl never fwerves from the path 
of propriety : and he mud be an abhorred mixture of 
truth, and falfehood/of purity and corruption. 

« If the infidel aflerts that Jefus Chrift is not the 
true God, this contradi£lion evidently follows, that he 
mud have been at once the moil holy and the mod 
wicked of men : there being no crime fo audacious, at 
that of pretended and ufurped divinity. Was it pofTi- 
bl^ that virtue fo exalted (hould be erected upon injuf- 
tice ? that the proudeft and the mod ambitious of man- 
kind (hould be the great mader and accomplidied pat- 
tern of huniility ? that a doArine fo pure as the Gof- 
pel {hould be the work of an uncommiffioned pretend- 
er ? that fo perfe£l a fydem of morals (hould be eftab- 
li(hed on blafphemy ?" 

I beg leave to offer a more recent indance of pa« 
thetic reafoning, of which I was a witneGi on Friday 
the 20th of lad March in St. James's Qiurch : the em? 
inent Preacher* enforced the conviAion of our Sa- 
viour's afcent from the grav^ by developing the charac- 
ter of St. P«ter, and by difplaying the abrupt change 
that.c^rated on the mind of the Apodle after that 
miraculous event had taken place. The previous tim- 
id, fluctuating dlfpoGtion of the Apodle was energet- 
ically oppofed to his fubfequent decifive and intrepid 
condudk. The logical inference deduced by the illuf- 
trious Prelate was not a cold difcui&ve ratiocination : 
the dream of his argument ru(hed with convincing 
power, flooding the mmd with certainty, and the heart 
with rapture. • 

In this manner I (hould wiQi td fee the reafoning 
faculties employed in a moral difcourfe. The obje^ 
of this Eflay is, to endeavour to remove that vis iner" 
tU^ to ding that apathy which fo frequently adheres to 
an EngliftHTermon. South very properly obferves, that 
*< he who prefumes on the eflkiency of truth, forgets 
that men have afFe£iions to be carefledj as well as an 
ttoderftanding to be informed.'' 

Fenelon^ 
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Fendoiiy who may be^e&onioaidl the Prieft c^ Sea* 
fibUttj, cxclodcf from the puljiit all logical radocaia- 
tbn ; he wifiies die Preacher woudd aiMteis hi* audi* 
ence with Ac feeliBgs of a parent. In the di&oiMrfe 
he pconoimced at the ordination of the Ele£lov of Co- 
logtuR he has the following reoiarfcaUe parage : 

<< Ye Paftors, whofe fan£lioQ it is to admimfler tbe 
^rord of God, think not that 70a comply wkh the do^ 
ties of yott^ profeiEon, if jkmi only poflefa the art of 
reproving your audience, and of dtipoffionately expa«-. 
tiatinff on the letter of the law, I wociUha^ every^ 
Miaiuer of the Gofpel aidrefs his audience with the 
zeal of a firiend^^ irith the generous energy of a h^her^ 
and with die exttbexaut afib^Hon of a mctfher.^-^&^iiaar 
f^er^ ce itefi pas i^ez^foyim mtrtt*^ 

This tenderneis, however, of expesfion, is exceeded 
fay jthftfe woERk ofSt Panl to the Oaktiaft^^: ** My lit- 
de diildnen, of whom I travail in birth agala^ un^ 
Qirift be. Sormod m yo^" Chap« iv. verfe 19. And 
wain : «< We w«e getitleamoi^ 70m at a anrle cher- 
i&eth her ehiidrea." 

But how are de young EockCaftics, who faraa no 
inconfideiahle part- of the eompany of Preachers, to 
fupply that au^ority yAdch is the tefuh of years and 
carperienoe 1 To this qaeftion I make diis anfwer : Bj 
the innocence of their lives^ The life of a pious Ckr- 

frman, fays Hooker, is a kind of a viiiUe rhetoric : and 
muft add, tjiat when piety ia the aflbciate of youtb^ 
it has. fome thing irrefiftU>ly aUuring ; and, Hke the aU 
mond^tree in bioilbm, attracts and detains ti^ eye, be- 
fore the produftion of fruit. The yonng Ecckfiaftic 
a»ay fupply that fruH of age,/Mi#ionVy, by a zeal accom- 
panied with a di&dent and unafluming manner, wliet» 
he exercifes hi$ prbfeffional duty. He (hould appear 
imptefled with an awful fenfe of his function, but not 
fiibdued ! coUeaed^ but not dfftreiled ! » There fliouM 
beibmp life in this paienefs, the colour of devotion^ 
^viog a luftre tp reverence, and a glow lo humility/' 

Every virtue may be excited by the Preacher in hie 
pointing out ilgnai examples. Jofephus gives a fine 

inftance 
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mftatice nS feitkoile in Sleazer, a man far advanced in 
ycar», who being threatened by Andochws it he ftill 
tehkd to p&rtake of the meat forbidden by the hixr, 
Fetumed this intrepid anfwer : 

« (Xd age taw not fo impabed my mind, or enfeeb* 
led my body, but, when religion and dtoty call upon 
me, I f(^l a yotKhfnl and vigoi^us foul. Does diis 
deelawitton awaken your refentment f Piepafe your 
mftriiments of torture, provoke the* ftame» of the fur- 
nace to a fiercer rage ; nothing fhall induce me to fave 
thcfc filrer- locks, by a viohtion of the ordinances of 
my country, and of my God f Thou holy hw ! from 
whom I derive my knowledge, I wiH never defert fo ex- 
«ellent a mafter. Thou prime virtue, temperance ! I 
will never abjure thee. Augnft and facred pricfthood f 
I wiM never tfiigrace thee. 1 will bear to my ancef- 
tbrs a pute unfiilKcd foul, as free from ftain, as I 
ftsmd in this place devoid of fcir, amidft the parade of 
yoOTtteeatening engines, and implements of martyr- 
dom.*' 

A fortitude not ftamped with the image of rdigioii 
may be lield up to view, for the purpofe of marking 
its fpuTious features, and its illegitimate pretenfions to 
admiration. The French rerolution fupplies me witH 
an eminent example in the hiftory of Charlotte Corday. 
She went to Paris, and under fome fpecious pretext ob* 
tained admtlfion to that chief of republican tyrants> 
Marat ; in whofe bteaft flie plunged' a dagger, and ju^ 
tified tht deed by afferting, that it was a duty <he owi- 
cd her country and mankind, to rid the worid of fach 
a monfter. Her deportment during the trial wasmOdi- 
cft and dignified. There was fo engaging a foftnefs in 
hei? countenance, that it was difficultto conceive how 
(he could Have armed hcrfelf with fufficient intrepidity 
to execute the deed. Her anfrcrs to the queftions of 
tlie tribunal were pointed and energetic. She fome- 
times furprifed the audience by her wit, and excited their 
admiration by her eloquence: (he retired wfaile^ the ju- 
ry deliberated on their vcrdift ; and when ftie again en- 
tered the tribunal, there was a majeftic folemnity in her 
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demeanour, which perfedly became her fituation. S^e 
heard her fentence with attention and compofure. It 
is diiEcult to conceive the heroifm which (he difplayed 
in her way to execution. There was fuch an air of 
chaftened exultation thrown over her countenance, as 
infptred fentiments of love rather than pity. The fpec- 
tators, as fiie pafledj uncovered their heads, and others 
gave loud tokens of s^laufe. She afcended the fcaf- 
fold with firmnefs ; when the executioner took offher 
handkerchief (he bhilhed ; and her countenance, when 
her head was held up to the naultitude the mom^nr af- 
ter it was fevered from the body, exhibited thislaftim- 
preffion of offended modefty. This account is tran- 
ficribed from that entertaining and inftrudive work, 
called Medical £xtra£ls, by Dr. Thornton. 

After citing this or fome fimilar example, the Preach- 
er mud endeavour to eradicate the admiration that 
naturally adheres to an aft of intrepidity. He muft 
endeavour to fortify the eye againil^he dazzling glare 
of a bold tranfaflion* When this unfortunate young 
woman firft conceived her criminal de&gns, (he violated 
the chafte refcrvc belonging to the female charafter, 
clofed her bofom agaiaft the compunftious yifitings of 
nature, and roughened into an a(raffin : uninfpired horn 
above, unfanftioned by the law, uninftigated by her 
companions, (he entered upon a felf ordained midion. 
In purfuit of her purpofe the deluded enthufiafl: breaks 
through the barrier of virtue, tramples upon the mild 
precepts of the Gofpel, harbours in her breaft the 
very crime (he is haftening to puni(h, appoints herfelf 
the bloody mintfter of juftice ^ and, while (he holds 4ip 
the dagger, (he i^a traitrefs to her religion, and the ex- 
ecutioner of her own innocence. 

An incident alfo in the life of our Henry the Fifth 
might be adduced for the purpofe of inftruftion. The 
fanie inventive audacity that obtained the viftory at 
Agincourt in the midft of exhaufted refources, prompt- 
ed him in his youth, when he was under the pre(rure of 
parental difgrace^ to excite his father to become his 

i{|Uttrderer. 

Digitized by VjOOQi- 



ELOQUENCE. ts 

murddrer. *Thc fa£l is recorded by Holinfhed and 
Stowc: 

The young Harry, in the courfe of his diflblute ca- 
reer, ftiil entertained the im.preffions of duty. The tor- 
rent of diffipation concealed, but did not efface, the im- 
age of virtue engraven on his heart. What firft awak- 
ened him to a fenfe of decorum, was hhr being inform- 
ed that the king had imbibed fofpicions (in his regard) 
of the moft atrocious and treafonable intentions. This 
intelligence tortured his fenfibility. He haftened to' 
court with a few of his friends, who remained in the 
outward apartments while he was conduced by fomc 
perfons in waiting to the kingi who was alarmed at this 
fudden intriifion ; and while fear and indignation gath- 
ered on his brow, the prince threw himfclf at his fa- 
ther's feet, lamenting his paft «rrors. This was no pre- 
pared, artfully conftruded exhibition, but a natural 
ebullition of returning duty. He then put a dagger in- 
to his father's hand, and faid, 

**I Ihould wiih to vindicate myfelf from the afper- 
fion of diiloyalty,; but you, Sir, have fufpe£led me, and 
the ftain of that fufpieion will continue : flay the fon 
who has plamed thorns on his father's pillow. I am 
not a£ling a fcene on the ftage, I am uttering my own 
fentiments : I have juft difburdcned my confcience at 
the tribunal of confeffion, and I come from the altar 
where I received the holy communion, and am prepar- 
ed to die : I adjure ypu to put an end to my exiftence : 
I fwear by the facred hoft which fo lately paflcd thefe 
lips, that 1 will forgive you at the day of judgment."— 
At thefe words the king dropt the dagger, fell on the 
neck of his fon, and wept. 

Should the Preacher weave thisftory into the texture 
of his difcourfe,he would accompany it with the feverely 
reprobating an a^ that deepens a crime with the prof- 
anation of religious rites. Although the pure and Am- 
ple injunftions of reformed belief ^are lefs liable to ^- 
•uotional errors, particularly to any of fnCh magnitude ; 
yet indances arc not wanting in which an^nthufiaftic 
fervour has mifled the members of the cftablifhmcnt. 
H There 
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There are alfo fiM)e who thipkto.bribe.^he wr^^of 
Heaven by charitable donations. There ate othqrs. 
who imagine they can atone (by gging tQ.chur^ on. the 
week-days) for wafting U^at ix^on^y , in. a publicrhoufe ^ 
which ought to be devoted to the d^ii^nd^ of t^^. faai"! 
ily. This lail inftance of commp^tive devot^pa,i« pe- 
culiar to the freguqqters of dip Tab^iiacle* llic m-^ 
lightened inftruftor. will tak^ care to.inforjfnjhifi.aiidi^ 
ence, that there is no being .partially virtuous, tbs^t true 
religion a£ts upon the. mind as Nature, when (be forms 
a floweri who dev^lopes the whole fyftcm of the. jlmt 
at the fame time^ and bre^ithes life. ^nd beauty ox^.esrery 
leaf. 

The compliance with th^ duties, of our ft^i99> wben 
accompanied with danger, ^^^^ySf^Y iUuilirated in 
the conduct of the Biiliop of Marijeilles; during. the 
plague. When nature. rickeiie4i and each g^le. was 
death, when the pby(ici2^s a^ndoned their patientSt 
when the pallors deierted thqir fippk| the holy Prelate 
remained within the infe^ltous w^ls» in order, to w^rm 
the timid, to,lnfufe.ho^e into tbe dejefled, to fopth.the 
fufTarer, to folace the^dyiii^, and admixiifter. th/e Jail, of- 
fice to the dead. 

The fame virtuous principle opfra,ted, ugqii Rotc^u, 
a French dramatic author, the pi;(9deccflbf of .Compile. 
He was governor of Dyeux at the time ,tha;^ f^ peftilen- 
tial fever raged in ths^t town. To the folicit^tfipi^ of 
a particular friend-at Paris, who preiTed him .to remove 
from the local contagion, he returns thefoUovcing ^n- 
fwer : 

<< I cannot pbey your flj^ttering impcfrtunities ; while 
I retain my health, my prcferice is of fervice to this 
diftreff^d city. The difeafe is no^ abated : at this very 
moment I bear the death-bell toil fpr.the twenty fcc- 
ond perfon who has died this morning : it will toll for 
me whenever God pleaCps." 

He fella viftim to his duty a few days afftsr. 
. Thefe hiiloric, illuftrations haye been adduced for the 
piirpofe of r^cpmmen4ii^ to the youj^g Ecclefiaftic tliig 
method of fooietixues enlivening hif .difcourfe^ and for 
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the ^uipofe of {{Emulating his purfuit in the inveftiga- 
tion of fimilaf fads, which ate to be found in the page 
of celehritf y and in the annals of virtue. An authen- 
ticated faclyhapptljr introduced, afTumes the character of 
an a^ogiie, where die feverity of the precept 15 ^oft in 
the affluremeht of the ftoty :'a recorded example cafts 
a- pkafing Hgbt mpon a difcourft, axid gives to airj ex- 
hortation, an attra£tive form. 

While r was ftatirtg the edifying example of the Bilh- 
6p of Marfeifles^knd of Kottou, my furprife was excit- 
ed tMarhiftoty has recorded fo few particulars relative 
to thofc (Calamities, the fire and the plague in London. 
It may be prefurfie'd thdfe bj/o great events muft have 
produced aftions 6f the bnghtcft hefoifm, efibrts of the 
moll refitted vh-tue, proofs of the mpft exalted friend- 
ftip, mtereftinrg bc<furir6ftcefe, fuhlimc eYietgies, trials of 
the moil afflifting nature, eloquent complainings of 
wouSttied ■fHicity,'fceAes''bf 'doniefttc affeftibn, exhibi- 
ttens? dftiatcrrtal" ititi'66tdity, fpeilacles of parental ag- 
otif^tJtpkAtB of fii?al piety, 'and achievements of frater- 
nal iSvc : "^all vfrhich the hind ttf Oblivibh has burled be- 
neath her (hroud. ^ ^ : 

Ota^ great *pryd^n,ln^^^^^ Aiinbs JStlrabilis, «!eais m 
geiierdl d^fcriptibn ; He d^vtlopesrto "pregnant incident, 
urges^bo p^rtJciitar^dint, difpla/s lio hfeart-fending fit- 
uaHon which fo 'iichtit a calamity mud have aflbrdcd 
him ; bttt'hc accbirtpanics the 'cbofligtatibn from ftreet 
to ftreet^ frohj onechurfchto another, in a geogr^phi cal 
progreft, with a maihr^elloliis itifchfibilitjf. 

A caflamii^y bf ftich^a *ti|ewencroUs itiaghitude muft 
have ^ijipRed Ae hi'biil niltid'wi^h 'impKc 'materials'; 
]ret the Preachers of that day^ pafamy> $pi?^ . &tilUng<» 
fleet, &c. tiid hot ' Wsiil tlvenifelves 6( thai impodant 
event, either to 'al^rrti thb. inlp^tiitcnt finner, or confole 
the patient f«itferet. Thb p^bple'flit! carrying on their 
court teniihte k'tecolleftive terroi*^ bcfieged the pulpits 
which werfe ereftdd* in thfe fSeliis and in the open air, 
eagerly ex&^itig tfhe Wrds it con^fort JTrom the voice 
of their Partbr. Yet;ifo'(^3^{)reflioiis lenient of forrow, 
no tefleAlori$'^ecUlJir!y iiTuafiva, no fobthing terms to 
^ r^ I calm 
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calm the ruffled foul> no confolatory language breathing 
"^ balm upon the feftering fore» ever flowed from the lips 
of the Preacher. 

As a fpecimen of the manner in whieh this great 
event was fometimes n^entioned in the pulpiti I will 
tranfcribe a paiTage from Bifliop Sprat in lus fermon 
delivered before the Sons of the Clergy, November 7th, 
1678; * - 

« If you remember how your city firft jrofe out of ita 
afhes after the dreadful, fire, which^ no doubt, yo» can 
never forget :. as ihut was rebuilt not prefently, by raif- 
ing continued ftreets in any. oue part, but at firft here a 
, houTc and there a houfe, to which others by degrees 
were joined : fo every one of your hpufes being .firft 
raifed, and appearing eminent above others in piety, 
others will fooii take pattern and encouragement from 
your building^** 

. This whim Heal archite£tural fimile, I prefume, met 
with great fuccefs, fince it was adopted afterwards al- 
nioft v^ord for word by Calamy^ in a fermon preached 
before the mayor and aldermeji, on fome annlverfary 
of the conflagration : • ' • 

« The foundation of this city (fays that Preacher) 
was not all laid at the fanie. time, nor continued ftreets 
raifed at once, but at firft, here a. houfe ^d tl^ere a 
houfe, to which, others by degrees were joinei. , Thus 
our reformation muft take its beginning from fome 
few, from whom others may take pattern and encour- 
agement, till at length it generally prevails/' 
. Theie citations (tp which many others niight be add- 
od) are fufficiept to expofe the deftitute ftate of facred 
ij^ratorv at that period. " . 

The learned Stillingfiect preached before the Houfe 
\ of Commons on the faft-dky appointed for the dreadful 
*fire, O6tober loth, 1666. One would iniagine tha^on 
fuch an impreffivc and awful folemnity,.the cold facul- 
ties of the fcholar would have fermented into fome 
awakening expoftulatibi), fome terrific retrofpeft, fome 
elegiac lamentation over a city fepulchred in her own 
' ruins 1 The difcourfe, however, of Stillingfieet, b^ no 
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tea^s 'cm(66iifts wiA ife/itiblfmfe fvA)je£i :' he with. 
ihWs frbih \Ht aAtiU t^tafti^he to hubr after tefeV- 
^cnties inti WUtA SifStiM : hfe intrbdticcs Sodom aid 
GoTfrof riah,>li5<:5h it6 ffiapjpittcfibfe to hfs pTcfem objc(fik, 
toth^frbfa thfepa^rt 6¥'th^^^ ahH from the maii- 

iier 6f their afelMaSoii \ He w^hderfe bWr hiftory, and 
le^ds'Ws kxiSithixib ttik torffligratiOils at Jtome, diir- 
irrgthc rfei^ns^of NetbiTfta^j'aiid of Ckjmmodus : thcfn 
ife tafce^ h?s^i^ht fo ConYtititihople^ ana infofm«hi8 
aiidfixits 'tHkt me Jite ISWke Olit ait that- t>^iee ih the Ke- 
gihmng of Sej^ifethbei', Ariho Domini '465 ; that it btoke 
forth by the water-fide; krid i^ged for foiir iays togeth- 
er. Arid ifi this ciit^l6gtf6 of ruiri6d cities, the over* 
tHr6'^ of Tfri iiid 'Dithifcu3 ^s tertain hot to lie 
bmitted. ' ' ' ; '■ ' ' 

He tifRrik that fiiiuty '^Sfid ' intemj^e'ra^ce are ahidftg 
the <faufes ^hich caitleid down the verigfeatice of Heav- 
en upon thir city. As tfe indigent 'doUld not be fup- 
polctl to call doiti^h vferife'eahce Upoh their humble hab- 
itations fot the crime oiluxarv, I prefiime he had only 
in vveUt the tables of^thfe toH/oratioti i 'and I alfo pre- 
fciiife, wheh'At OiratOr^aMs; «'* tfetifte of BaOiah, 
WMbh ay, Brihg, ^ild l^t'iis !dvM/''h6' 'atliided ,to the 
court Afal'defriieti. ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' 

TBi^ ehboir^e dffcoiitfe wis ^'liBlifhed by order ot 
the Houfe. When I f(?e annexed to the title-page dfk. 
fcrmonj TiJMt/beii' 'it tire 'i^eiju'^ft '6f the akdience^ I aip 
prompted to thi^i^at the* requeft' (biiietime^ arifes 
from ^ teyerigefa? fpiriii, the audience wifhing t(5 ex- 
pofe to th^ World i dull peVfotman'cfe they had the mif- 
fortuiie of hearing; - ! ' .' - * 

But to return from this digrcflionj I beg leave torec- 
ofihihfend to Ihe fcTerldirftti'deHt the works of our old 
unfafliionable divines : I Voiild haire him commence 
with the writers' who- Were in repute at the revolution. 
Let him liot fhrink from a taffe which will be compen- 
fated by foTid advantages. The perufal of thefe au- 
thors i$ like a tout to the cavefe, where the traveller, as 
he wanders through the gloomy fubterraneous paffag- 
cs,i8furprifetl ahd delighted with fadden ccrrufcations. 
U-^a- ■ Digitized by Googi..But^ 



S^o J ESSAY ON. 

Sut while I am kading th^ young 'ftadcPt to tbe 
dopr of the ancient fchoof^ it is not with the cotifideiice 
( of liis finding any genuine ai^ perfeft models of inor- 
* al exhortation : hut he will find in thk negie6led fchooI» 
' a vein of pure dodlrine^ tunning through the coarfe 
ore with which it is encruiled ; he will meet with rug- 
ged tendencies t9 literary excellence, which mzy ftim- 
ulatehis piore refined. tafteV mi fhapen,, but elevated 
.points, from which he may tal^e his ail^fted[ flight ^j ex- 
plolions of unexpe£^ed ^oi^i^ence, which inay prorokc 
his emulation ; and. uneouth expreflfions of tendei^iiei&, 
which jnay awaken his ^ncr fenfibility. 

I fhould have recommended ^Burnet on the Thirty- 
nine Articles, had not the merit of that work been loft 
in the fplendour of a recent Expofition by the Bi&op 
of Lincoln. I beg leave, ^wever> to r^ommend Bur- 
net's Paftofal Care, whicjk is the warm effufion of an 
enlightened mind. It was his favourite compofition: 
he was accudomed to fpeak of it with con;iplaeeiicy. 
In the Preface to the .third edition of bis Paftoral Care 
he fays, « I own this is my favquritebpok.T-I am now 
in the feventi^th yearof jnyage i and.aa,! c^nnot.fpeak 
'long to the wojrld In any fortj fol capnot ln^e.^pc st 
more fblemn occafion than this, of fpeaking^ with all 
due freedom^ both to the prefent^ and to the fucceeding 
ages." . . . 

The reafon, perhaps, that this work adminiftered to 
him fo foothing a gratification at the clofe of life, was, 
from its being free from diftorting mifreprefentdtions, 
inconfequent concluGons, and political refentments, and 
containing nothing that could difturb kim ii) ^tbe^filent 
hpur of refleftion. 

Epifcopal an/ archdeaconal Charges^ even ©fter the 
glofs of novelty has pafled away,, and after the bloom of 
their fird appearance has faded, may ftiU admimfter 
falutary information, prompting fuggeftion^ and di- 
refting outlines to the inexperienced novice. .The 
Charges of the Bifhop of Rochefter are .ftamped with a 
peculiar charafter, irapreffing an awful convi£^ion of 
iht Chrillian doctrine* The chargje delivered at his 
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. pjimaxjL jifit^ion when.hp wasj^Biihop pf $%. Davids 
fliould be the obje£); of peculiar at^entioa to the Clei^^y 
of Jthi$,kIqgdoin when they fir ft enter upon their* fa- 
ded ifiAnflioa } it ihould be their pole-ftar to guidie 
them in theTr apoftolic courfe. This eminent Prelate 
has ftill othei^ claims upon public gratitude, as the 
chanpipion' of our f^ithAv^o has fo illuftrioufly fervod 
the caufe or Chriftjaaity in his cpntcft with Prieftl^jf, 
an^ who fcorned to rejincjuiih the field, before he had 
entapg^d and captived the {ion in his toils. > 

. When the (ludent has ftored his mind (to ufe'the 
words ot Miltoa) <* with induftrious and felcft read- 
ing, fteady pbfervation, and infight into al! feemly and 
, geaei^ous ,arts,f he may ^ with calm confidence become 
a ia|>QUi^r .in the^ holy vineyard : but let hiip not fer- 
vilely ^oye in the fame, tr^k as his predecefibrs ; let 
him ^nkt put of the cUurnai path, and heat the unex- 
plored fie^ : let him not be reftrained and chilled 
with the idqa^,that^vj;ry fubjedt has been alc^ady dif- 
cuflbj ; that in .the purfuit pf rioyelty, he is in the 
puffuiL of ,a .chimera, tiiaumerable are the paflages iii 
the Old. an^ New reftamept, which, either as o|-n%- 
•me^t^ Qi'j»^of&of religion, have not. yet been exhauft- 
ed: \ , aad evei> thpfe fentUnents and exprefllons, which 
have. already beexi employed, may be confidered as ip 
many, diamonds that only r^q»ire to be nc^¥^ fet. 
. But in the variegaied arrangement of materials, and 
in tjfie pm^itof original fubj^e£ls, it behoves the young 
ftt^dent to b^ cautious and referved. A new-appoint- 
,ed licAurcr at the weft end of the towjo, introduced ?i 
fubjfy^t that would have been difcufled ^with more pro- 
priety at Doftor's Commons* The Ledlurer difplayed 
t» his aiidiepce the crime of deferring the execution of - 
their wills. This fpiritual Proftor appeared amiably 
anxious for the heirs and the future furviving friqndt 
of his a^idience, and ardently Untreated all thofe who 
ha4j ofiitted this dut;y, to fulfil without delay the preff- 
jipg^ ob^^ation.^ . A half-nsprefled fmile was vifible on 
the cquntenance of feveral of his auditors } and it al- 
.JB9oft &emcd| froiafi the zeal of tb^Preacberj^ as if he 
i ' ' * n ( wilhed 
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Wtfbed to cMttfce in thb mind of tKe ieftafor'tle ad- 
^ec and «ic MriTer. ^ 

To quilify, however, tii'cfc ftKftorcs With tlic ^ratfe 
'Aatis due to the abilttie^of this gehtlendah, I record 
'%!& ple^ffire his fermon on the evertihg of the ifth o£ 
fill Jantiarjr- His addrefs to the vonngcbr ^a^ bf hU 
liudience wan fbrciUe and ^iSfdionatcl^ j;><»ftra6Y>i, 
•blii^ing forth in a ftraih pf \int6inilnon tld^iiehte.' ' 
' TTiis getotleniian I tmderftahd oBtained the teifttfrfe- 
fliip chiefly through the canvaJTs a!na ^edfation'jD^Hts 
•feinale audTtor^, and may be faid^ in Drydtifis ^h^fe, 
-to ht *< biflioped b^ thcfair.** If this cf^hth^a^ thoirH^ 
%lcrt be too vain bt his fefmalt mitre, if he doei not cit» 
%elrtaift the pr^nimptuous idea that he has lalfcad^^- 
taincd the fummft of pcffe£fion, and ff lie (hotild at- 
^^nlly ^nd cmremittingly dcVoti "his piirfiit to his'prd- 
faSoBal doty, t do hot h^fitate to loretcB his jFutiitc 
Excellence, and that hk will bt f(6nnd among thofe ^Ib- 
-iriB eminently qus<Kficd to infiife ^ ^irit of aiinfatidh: 
into the moral exhortation of this cotmWy. , . 

Metaphoric language j wh Ahcr employed for Hih;!* 
liation or ornament, fliould be direcJca by the i Aiy ulfe 
^f l-affc; The ybiin^ cdnipofer mull liot Mfcf KiitflSff 
%o be dazzled by the lufffc of k great immbtta! tiamd, 
Bdfnirnd 6urke f All the treafinres bf nature, aH tfic 
riches of aft, all tht pbffeflions of fcicnte, wicire pritferit 
ind famiHar to his expanded inteHeft. He fo/nttftnes 
^erefore ; forms hi» metaphor With a 'Wantbh Ixnrurf- 
•anc^' from inclfegant bbjectb r tlit Baughtcfchbufe, the 
fchool of ahatbiiiyi the hall 6?f diflcftioit, tht fcifericfe 
^ midwifery, are IcnoWh' to illtrftrate bis cbT!n)p6fitfonfe 
ikftd adminif!«r to his omnivorous mind. 

The Pfe?l(3ier, parHctilatly in the ij^fon of f btotfi, 
|lioti!d be attentive to acquire a chafte^efs of i6oihpb» 
iStioh, free from inflated ianguagc^ atid froih a h6zK{6l: 
declamatory ffyle. A ^ young ItaJfah liioht, ithb wi^. 
addifted to this^uncTaffical mode of ofatbrj^, adchbwt- 
cdgcs tWat he was cured of his defeift by rc'ccivii^g ah- 
unexpeEled cehfure ^liilfe he was iti the pnlpft. Hfc 
Was a££ottited to pr6hb6nte the j[>a6(tegjrri^ of.iMs tute-* 
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lary fatnt of fome church at Padua : thb young ora- 
tor (who fome years after, became a diftinguifhed 
Preacher) began his difcourfe in the mo(l exalted drain. 
Having copgratiilated the terpple on the honour of be- 
ing ini mediately, under .the patronage of fo great ^a 
faint, he proceeded w}ih faying he knew not where tp 
poiQt out the refidence of a famt of fuch enlarged ami 
complics^ted merit ! Shall I .introduce him into the So- 
ciety of the appillea ? Hiall I aflbciate him with the ar- 
my of niartyrs ? fliall I aflign to him a feat among the 
cpnfeflbfs ? wherCj where (hall I place, our tutelary 
faint ?, 

As he pronounced thefe words, a man fuddenly rif- 
ing up cried out, << Reverend Father, as you appear to 
be a.t a Ipfs how to difpofe of your faint, you may place 
him, if you pleafe, in my feat, for I am going away.'' 

This pra^ical reprimand, though indecorous, was 
fo pointedly dire£led, that it was of more fervice to 
the d?cla;natory panegyrift, than the perufal of QuLo- 
. tilian'^s inftitutipns . 

An indecorous cuftom of occaflonally applauding the 
Preacher obtained even in the reformed churches : nor 
did that cuftom fall into, difufe till the clofe of the 
reiga of Charles the Second. We are informed by the 
jnempirs of that peripd of the Contraded manner with 
which two celebrated divines received this adulatory 
homage from their audience : Dr. Spral, with a roiy 
pudency,, jvith an amiable reluftancei gracefully wav- 
ed his hand, as if anxious to fupprefs the a£live tefti- 
^naony of approbation : but Burnet, as refrefiied with 
the whifpcring breeze of flattery (while the applaudi(e 
murmur breajt^ed around him) fat down delighted in a 
trance of gratification. 

The mod unequivocal tedimony in favour of th/i 

'Treacher^ is attention !. but particularly fo is that pr€H 

found dillnefs which rcigris during the ftiort intermif- 

(ions of the difcourfe, and refembles the (ilence.of fol- 

^tude. . 

In a Metbodift chapel I have morq than once heard 
, a kind of a vocal figh| a lengjth^ned moan, which, feenv- 
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ing to iffiie frbm a broken heart) kiYigbtated Ac ^w* 
■tts of the Preadier, and touched with fydip«thy the 
'Whole congregation. 

It is obferred by Mr. Evans, in his To^r throitg|h 
'North Wales, "That araopg the Di^enters in that 
(]^art of the "wrorld, the peoplp vulgarly called Jumpers 
'are fo dcnomirtafted from their carrying their 2^kl to 
fuch a height, that, -when the Preacher^touches pathet- 
-icaUy upon any fubjeft bidding to the Saviour, more 
'cl^ccially his unexampled lovd to'men, andhis vicari- 
ous' fttffetfngs'for the guilty, the whole * cdhgregati'bh 
begin exulting, and difcover their deep obligation, 'an4 
Aeir grateftil fenfe of deliverance, by geftdtes 'that 
'ihay appear extravagant to thofe in the habit of thWk- 
• ii^ lefs warmly upon the fubjeft, or' habituated to ttiofc 
t'cmperjfte and iiiodeft expteffions of joy. I have 
•known a 'Preacher think itprudeht ^o'flilpciid his liar- 
'»nguc"till Ae ferment of z^al had abated, but lie^cfr 
^ithefled atly of thofe i^d^cent '6bulMohs of piiSoh 
fo frequently detailed by the cnemiits'bf rdtgioti.'*— 
^-BieTcfuribrthtgh North'W'aks^'p. 414. 

Although the chafte ittd refefved cH^riftSr of iife 
'eftabli(hed church does not cbuntcnan6e the iiftlvc'cif- 
:^Sbns of jbyor Of 'forrpW, yet moll affuredly it h 
•the duty of ftiepittxihial' Clergy to'c6lintei^a,by ey^ 
very iweatis pblfibte, the defertiou of the lower orde^ 
grafted to meeting^hoiifes by the facihating power 6{ 
atnore animated exhortation. May the Britifli Siofi, 
-that fi topic form of evangelic beauty, never have caufe 
fO'fa^ that her ^rt^^j are deja/atei ibai tbeki^ays Ido i^i/rb 
*^icaufe iterie cbfke to fhefaVemn-fiqUs. 

tPhey who afefor div^fting AioralexhortoiOn of Ml 
ornament, (hould recolleft, that reafoh is no principle 
'^ a£liM>, thaft it can neither i^ellrain us ftetm vice^ 
-tm Excite us to vii'tue, without the impulfe of sifiec* 
-iion. 

Ghriftra'nity Is an inftitution o£ life, a difciplirie of tlfe 
heart, which is not to be regulated by cold fpe^uhtionts 
iattd pteteptive difcourfcs. The mind of than is fclrm- 
-ed by his Creator naturally prompt and afi^e to the inx- 
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preSont of: icenety. Ofajefb fe.remotd. firoai' fenfe 
9nA nutter as moral' trothB^ inuft be approximated to 
the mental eye by.the power of imagerjr. 

Tlie monotonousj, wearifome found of a fingle bell 
might be mhnoft'. as foon expefied to excite mpral ini« 
pxfimons^ as the general tenour of ourpulpit di£courfes^ 
which are (with fame exceptions) drowiUy compoied^ 
and drowfily ddheted* 

An^ eminent .advocate, in . Rome • accufed -Qi^ntus 
GaUittSiOf an attempt to poifonhim, and came for- 
ward to produce his evidence ; but the languid inanjU 
mate mannet of the accufer. was interpreted by Cicero : 
into a favourable conftruAion for his clients He ^# . 
churned, .<< Ubi delor ? ubi ardor animi ? quietiam et-^ 
infaqtium ingeniis,.elicere voces, et querelas folet.^ 

I fl^ be told that the eloquent harangues of reU- 
gioos fanatidfm have, occafioned the mod deploxable- 
etcefles. To this I reply, that it was the falfe logic of 
the £anatic (|eclaimer, and not his eloquence, that ex* 
cited the evils flowing from perfecution. The enno- 
bbogk&utiment of felf-facrifice,the awakening fumfnons 
to virtue, are what conftitute the eloquence of the fan<« 
alic orator, while he infmuates his argument in favour 
of intolerence, and with infiduous art keeps out of > 
fight the deterring principle. 

The fame may be faid of the fanatical politicjwn. 
The fp^eches of the French regicides, in their connei^ 
ion with eloquence, glowed with the imprei&ons of 
patriotifm and the, love of mankind, while their impi- 
ous ratiocination led to the tnoft fatal copfequenc;e&. , 

There are fome perfons who adhere to the prefent 
form of moral exhortation becaufe it is the eftabiiihed 
mode* ' Like cultom grown blind with age, they dare, 
liot ftep out of the longr worn path. They are willing . 
to facrifice every advantage rather than innovate the. 
prefcribed adopted manner : fo that the rule m^y fpeai^. 
they confent that, the benefit may be mute. It is im- 
poflible to be ferious with fuch antagonifts ^ I will 
therefore beg leavq, to apply to them a ftory from Ra^ 
behiis. 

An 
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An abbefs having reprimaTided one of her nuns for 
not difmii&ng a man who had ftolen into her ceil, the 
fifter Simplicia replied, that ihe could not have fent 
the intruder away without ringing her belL << And 
why did you not*^ rqjKed the abbefs, " ring your bdl ?" 
— ^* Becaufe,** faid fifter Simplicia, << it \)^ag the hour 
of retreat ; and had I made^ any. notie, I '(hould have 
violated the immutable rule of filidnoc.^i [ 

Frequent opportunities have occurred iinee the firft 
edition of this EfTay, M^xich have enabled me to fepa* 
rate the unbiafled judgment from the intol^^nce dF« 
prejudice and the inveteracy of Jiabit : and I am hap- 
py to find the unbiafled judgment is propitious to. my 
feiitimenty which fentiment has been afiumed as exclu- 
iSvely hoftile to the prefent mode of exhortation $-^ 
whereas that, fentiment only goes to the recommendii^ 
a i}uicker movement to its march, a more affeAionate 
tone, to its utterance : I would have the additional 
ftring to the holy lyre refound in biende|> harmony, 
with the primitive chords, 

. May the heavenly Mufc of Eloquence defcend to 
breathe an added grace on moral exhortation J lil^e the 
divhie Cecilia, >vho, fuppofed to be commiiTioned from 
above, threw her fafcinating inventions over the har- 
monic fyftem : 

« The fweet enthufiaft, from her facred ftore, ^ 

Enlarged the former narrow bounds^ r^ 

And added length to folemn founds, 
With Nature's mother wit and arts unknown before." 

As gold is not the lefs valuable for being newly 
biought out of the mine, fo novelty is not the Icfs al- 
lied to truth, for not having received the ftamp of pub- 
lic approbation : trial alone muft decide its claim to 
general currency. 

Thp writer of this Eflay has received the pleafing 
afiurance, that the introduction of ^n hiftortcal inci- 
dent correfponding with the fubjeft, which he fo ea- 
gerly recommends^ has been exemplified in fome 

churches 
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chuTcfaes of the metropolis : this is not faid for the 
putpofc of gratifying a contemptible vanity^ but for 
the iaforination of the;«country Clergyman, who may 
be excited to adopt a method that is countenanced ia 
the capitaL 

Gt ye into all. the w&rU, and preach the G^fpel to en)ery 
creature. Do not thefe iWQrds eafily aflume the follow* 
ing oataral con{lni£lion ? Go and reclaim the finner» 
inftru^k the ignorant, foften the obdurate, aiid (as oc* 
cafion fliall demand) cheer, deprefs, repel, allure, dis- 
turb, afiuage, cenfole, or terrify. Can any corref- 
ponding cSe& be produced from this injunction by the 
reCerved, timid, and faintly hued expreilions of our 
temple oratory ? As the angel ftirred the (lagnant 
l>ool, fo fiiould eloquence dtfturb the calm of our pul- 
pit inftrudlion, in order that the paralyfed foul may be 
warmed and invigorated. 

Did net Qifr heart burn within us nvhUe he talked nvith 
us by the ^vay^ and nvhile he opened t& as the Scriptures f 
Would the difciple have made fuch* an animated .appeal 
to his companion, had the Divine Expofitor delivered 
his fentiments in the cold, \indigent, repulfive ftyle of 
our church diicourfes ? 

The Son of God bodied forth his inftru£lions in the 
allurins form of a parable $ he might have pronounced 
his divme ethics in plain and common language $ but 
his infallible wifdom knew that the manner he adopt* 
ed would most forcibly imprefs the heart, and longer 
inhabit the memory* 

In the purfuit of truth no pcrfon fliould fuffer him- 
felf to be reftrained by the awfulnefs of authority ; and 
on this aocount I am prompted to pafs fome ftriAurei 
on Dr. Parr's fpital.fcrmon preached on Eaftcr Tuef- 
day i<8oe, and lately publifhed. His comparative dif* 
cuffion on the felfifli wd the philanthropic fyftem> and 
his refle£Hons upon benevokfice .as a quality of nature, 
or a principle of a£lion, are learnedly obfcure, and lit* 
tie adapted to the purpofeof awakening attention: 
how can an audience sot habituated to fcholaflic defir 
1 »kioiili 
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nitions be fuppofed to comprehend the following 
Hutchefonian jargon ? 

<< Probable it is, that by the Jaws of afibciationi the 
elements of thofe afiedions which impel us to weep 
with thofe who weep, and to rejoice with thofe vrbo 
rejoice, were brought into aQion by erents that imme- 
diately intercfted ourfelyes, that produced our own 
pleafure, or removed our own pain. It muft however 
be allowed, that thefe aifeftions, mingled as they may 
be originally with other confufed fenfations, gradually 
put on a definite form, and become diftind, entire, 
ultimate perceptions, without reference, not indeed in 
their duties, but in their eflence and energies, to any 
other. When they have been repeatedly exercifed by 
correfpondcnt and appropriate objeAs, refledion arifes, 
and is followed by a calm defire of univerfal good, ac- 
cording to the fame order in which felf-teve, or the 
calm dcfire of our own good, fuqceeds thofe gratifica- 
tions of particular appetites and affedions which are 
the means of fatisfaAion to ourfelves." P. 9. 

This language may fuit the (tlence of a folitary 
chamber, but it is inetfejiually employed in a crowded 
aflembly, where fo many things concur to interrupt and 
fivocate attention. Afteir leading his audionce through 
a circuitous avenue, he at length, at page 19, enters 
iipon the imerefting part of his fubjeft 5 but having 
already wafted fo much of his time, and probabl|^ no 
inconfiderable portion of the patience of his auditors, 
hfris obliged to hurry over what Oiould have cbnftitut- 
ed the principal and vital part of his difcourfe, I mean 
theobjed of the inftitution. To have commented up- 
on the purgofes propofed in the humble fuit to the royal 
founder in a correspondent language of fimplicity and 
afFedion, would have fuitcd better the fettive remem- 
brance of the charity than a gorgeous difplay of learn- * 
ing. The confolation which On his dying bed the roy- 
al founder dtew from having liberally endowed the in- 
ftitution, is an impreflive and pathetic incident, which 
would have clofed the difcouife in the'happieft noan- 
sser. Dr. Parr indeed takes notice of the. incident ; 

but 
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but the interefting anecdote grows cold at the touch of 
the fcholaftic Preacher : he diverts attention from the 
words of the dying monarch, to that eutianafia for 
which a Roman empe ror is faid to have prayed, to the 
requefts dt£kated by vanity, to legacies fuggefted by 
fuperftition, and to donations impelled by remorfe. 
Though the comparative obfervation may be accurate- 
ly juft, yet, in the urging moment of pathetic impre£- 
fion, untimely comparifon iheatbes the fting of fenfi- 
bility. 

From a colle£live view of the (lyle and the abilities 
of this elaborate Preacher, I may fepurcly affirm that 
his learning, his redundancy of words, his expanded • 
periods, his pampered metaphors, his fplendour of ex- 
preffion, his not unfrequent novelty of ojbfervation, 
with the titles and honours accompanying his literary 
domain, will never bribe to his pofleffion the Nymph 
of Sacred Eloquence : though he may cry out with the 
God of verfe, 

— Mihi Delphica tellus 
£t claroB, et Tenedos Patarasaque regia fervit— • 

ihe flies from hira with the fame acceleration as Daph- 
ne fled from Apollo. . 

A diftinguiflied French Preadier (ftUl living) the 
Pere Beauregard, arraigned his audience fomc years 
ago at Paris on the impiety of reading deiftical authors. 
The next day he received feveral parcels from a great 
number of his auditors, containing, as a facrifice to^his 
admonition, all the irreligious books in their pofleffion. 
Without approving this oftentatious difplay of their 
repentance, I (hall only obferve that the circumftance I 
have mentioned would not have taken place had the 
difcourfe been delivered in a tone of unimpaffioned 
language. 

This eloquent Jefuit was iii England at the com- 
mencement of the Frenth revolution : I was prcfent 
at his firft fermon (in St. Patrick's Chapel, Soho Square) 
which he addrefled exclufively to his eccleiiaftical 
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brerbran. The impreffion I received at to imaeeftmg 
a feeoe is nor yet edaced. The chapel was cmwded 
with thefe virtuous exiles : their warn attire, their 
meek deportment, the viable diftrefs on their couiM^e- 
nance, the fervour of their devotion, parefented this lit- 
tle army of martyrs to the eye of compaflion. When 
the Preacher looked down from his pulpit, wbat aa 
audience rufhed upon his view ! He beheld an aflem« 
Wy never before collefied : acongrefs of feHow-f uffer* 
ers, a band of fpiritual brothers, driven for the fa^mc 
caufe from the bofom of their own country, and receive 
cd into the bofom of another. A congregation thus 
conftructed, thus circumftanced, demanded no rhetor- 
ical declamation, -no claffic, elegance, no ftudied arti- 
fice V nothing more was required than the language of 
the heart ; but that was a language the orator knew not 
how to fpeak. As if unconfctous of die fittiation of 
the perfons to whom he addrefled his difcouHe, he ir- 
ritated the wound into which he fhould have infufed 
tlie balm of confolation : he chofe for his fubje£t th« 
difficurtics (which he pronounced ahnoft infuperable) 
attending the prieflhoixl in aceomplifning tb«ir falvap- 
tion. Never, never was a fubjedt fo incongruous, fb 
ill-timed, fo inapplicable ! When I went out of the 
civurch I accofted an old ecclefiaftic, and afkcd him, 
as wc walked along, how he liked the difcourfe ? He 
anfwered fomething to this effeft : « The Pere Beaure- 
gard, inftead of fweetening, has more embittered the 
ingredients of that chalice which Providence has or- 
dained to be our potion.'* The amiable Fenelon, t 
faid, would have preached in a vsry different manner. 
The eyes of the venerable man gliftened as Ifpoke, and 
he replied, *« Ah mon cher Monficur ! il n'y a plus de 
Fenelon.'' \ ^ 

I had an opportunity of hearing this celebrated Ex- 
Jufuit three or four times : his manner was harfh, his 
colouring was not the happy refult of lights and (had- 
ows harmonioufly oppofed. . His eloquence flared with 
the beams of indignation, but the Ibft afTuafive Ught 
that flows fron^ the eye of confolation was never feen. 
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The Fere Beauregard may not improperly b^ denomi- 
nated the Juvenal of the pulpit. His coIleAive char- 
a£ler as a preacher reminds me of Dryden's defcription 
of Mars: 

Terror is thine, and wild amazement flung 
From out thy chariot withers e'en the ftrong. 

The elevated ground on which the genius of Gallic 
oratory ftands was gained by a gradual afcent. At the 
commencement of the reign of Lewis the Fourteenth, 
the pulpit was degraded by the exhibitions of fcenic 
buffoonery. From the moo of wretched fermonizers^ 
one eminently abfurd advanced, and attracted the at- 
tention of the public. The Father Honore, a Friar, 
diftinguiflied himfelf by a new mode, which was in 
preaching to the eye as well as to the ear. He fome- 
times held in his hand a death's head, which he exhib- 
ited in various attire with infinite dexterity, according 
to the charafter he intended to reprefent. Now the 
/kuU difplayed the curled treffes of the gay man of 
fa(hion, now the flowing, hair of a magiftrate : the mil- 
itary pliimes then waved over the brow of death : then 
the terrific gewgaw aflumed a female drefs, which 
varied in conformity to the perfonage either of a prude, 
a coquette, a widow, or a nun. — ^e Hiftoire de la Pre' 
dicatiotiy p. 478. 

To this buffoonery fucceeded a Friar of facetious 
memory, known 'by the appellation of Little Father 
Andre. His mode of preaching was lefs fcenical than 
that of his predcceflbr, but equally improper : he was 
in the pulpit what Scarron the jefter was in fociety. 
A vein of low comedy ran through the compofitions 
of Father Andre. His fimiles and allufions, though 
applicable, feldom failed to excite laughter. Tradition 
has prefervcd fome fragments of his homilies. 

Ann of Aullria happening to come to church after 
the commencement of the fermon, inftead of obferving 
the eftabllflied praflice, which was to recapitulate 
what had already been faid,,with the.addiiion.of a per— 
Lz. n \ ^^"^' 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



loz ESSAY ON 

fionfti cocnpKment^ the little Pere Andre faid to Ae 
Qaeen, « Madame^ foyez la bien venue nous n'en met> - 
trons pas phis grand pot au feu." 
. - Upon another occadon he obferved» that there was 
a peculiar honour annexed to every profeillon, whether 
military^ juridical, or monaftic, and that the heft pre- 
fcrvative againft vice was the keeping in view that pro- 
feflional honour : he then faid — " I was once reftrain- 
cd from committing a great crime by the means I am 
now recommending : fome years ago (it was in the 
holy feafon of Lent) a young woman called upon mc 
for the purpofc of inftruftion, when I fuddenly perceiv- 
ed a vicious inclination rifing in my mind, which I 
fupprefled with ^his refle£lion, If a youn^ woman is 
not free from danger in the chamber of a Prieft, where 
can (he be fecurc ?" 

When thefe religious mountebanks evacuated the 
fcenv, it was occupied by Preachers who added ele- 
gance to thought, and dignity to cxpreffion. To thi^ 
Parifian fchool of temple oratory I do not, however, 
wi(h to confign the Englifli candidate. The fcveral 
fuggeftions and prefumcd improvements which have 
been offered to the coniideration of the reader are not 
frequently exemplified in the French difcourfes : even 
t?\pt method of arrefting attention without fatiguing it, 
©f interefting the heart without diftreffing it, I mean 
the introduftion of a well-adapted hiftoric incident, is 
feldQm employed even in the panegyrics ol the faints.. 

The ferraon?5, therefore, of foreign authors Ihquld 
be rather confulted than ftudied ^ they (hould be pe- 
rufed as auxiliaries rather than principals. If any ex- 
ception might be admitted to this governing rule, the 
Bifhop of Meaux wouM claim that exception. 

The young candidate muft convmunc with his own 
thoughts, dive into his own conceptions, and, perhaps^, 
in the inward &n£t^ary of his mind, he may difcover 
the genius of preaching, whofe veil, like that of ifis^. 
BO hand has yet prefumed to remove. 

The fevere precepts, the auiterity of doftrine, the 
•hremifted rigour, that prevails, in the. moral difcourfes> 
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of ilie Freach Preacbers, carry with th«m femfduag 
of a repalfive nsUure. Thofeaior^ifts furvcf the ChiiC* 
tian inftitution with a fpkactic eye ( a fombreust 010^ 
naftic mdanchply broods oyer their seligious t^mo^ 
tions : they dwell on the terrific part of die ChriftiaA 
doftrioe, deepeaiog thofe clouda which appear to the 
afie^liimate heli^er Utkle more than reiieving 0iade» to 
attemper the blaze of mercy. 

The caufe of this oveicharged aofterity impitfed t» 
die Fiiench moralifts may be craeed» perhaps* to^ their 
adhering, ia their expofition of the Scriptures* to that 
£M:ced feafe impofed upon.them by the' ancient convenb- 
ual commentators. It may be alfo traeed to that ifle&- 
orable law which for ever bars the facred mimftry from 
marriage. Aliens in their natiye country* feparatifts in 
the circle of mingled fociety, their labours are never to 
be relieved by the charm of domeftic life; their heait 
never to be awakened by the finer fenfibiltties* their bof- 
cm never to be agitated by the reeiproeal motion of pft» 
fcntal hope and apprehenfion. 

A difcouriie delivered at Bath in i*jS8f during the 
King^s iUndsy by ti^ Reverend Jofepli Wilks, is an ex-» 
ceptive indance to that aofterity^ of dodtrine which I 
have impttted to the Catholic moralift. This gaatki- 
mao, who is diftinguiflied by his abilities and learnings 
has brought eminently forward in his difcourfe, the 
cheering amenities^ the foothing clemencies* the en- 
xlearing fecurities which are fcattered by the hand of 
Divine benevolence ower the evangelic page. *« fti de- 
livering the exhortations of religion*" fays this judicious 
and amiable moralid* << I am not to da{h your reafona- 
ble joys, nor fpr^d a gloom over your early exiftence.^ 
life, when employed in its proper ufes, abounds widi 
exquifite delights ^ »nd» far from leilening the poc- 
tion of liuman happinefs* nothing contributes fo much 
MS the fedatenefs of religion to increafe it.'* 

But to return tor the fubjed on the fevcrtty of Cath- 
olic do£brine : I have heard it aflerted* that the Preach- 
jer deftends from the pulpit into the confeflional with 
aLmore benignant difpofitbn :. this aflertion I rea'dtly 
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admit ; for nature mufl: haTe formed faU bofbm of ^« 
amanU who can behold without emotion a fellow-crea- 
ture Kneeling at his feet, and in the mod; humiliating 
manlier acknowledging and fpecifymg his errors^ 
crimes^ and frailties, with an unreferved fimplicity. 
Madsune de Comuel, a lady celebrated for her lively 
obfenrationSt was accuftomed to fay of Ker confeflbr, 
the Pere Bourdaloue, << If furfait dans la chaire^ mats 
dans le confeilional il donne a ben marche/' 

La Bruyerei who wrote during the reign of the beft 
French Preachers, acknowledges that there is fomething 
ftlll wanting in their compofitions, and delivers his fen- 
timents in thefe words : << Until fome perfon ihall ap*- 
pear, who, with a bofom warm and enriched with the 
treafures of the Gofpel, (hall utter the language of fim- 
plicity and affef^ion, the temple orators will be follow- 
ed. The Preacher I have ardently wxfhed to fee, and 
whom I had almoft defpaired of beholding, has at 
length made his appearance among us : the courtiers 
have deferted the royal chapel to liftcn to the word 
of God announced with a perfuafive apoftolic energy.'* 

The perfon on whom La Bruyere has bcftowed fo 
liberal an encomium Is Father Seraphim, whofe homt-> 
lies, publifhed in fix volumes, do not fupport the char- 
after given of him by the French Theophraftus ; they,^ 
however, contain feveral fplendid and impaffioned pagesw 
Father Seraphim is reported to have had a voice flexi- 
ble to every tone, and which was, as^ occafion demands- 
ed, vehement or gentle, melancholy or joyful, effufive 
•r hefitating, tender or fevere. The mufical variety of 
utterance contributed, no doubt, to that efFe£l which the 
eompofition was unequal to produce. This- induces 
me to mention the importance of elocution. As noth- 
ing can be efteemed trivial that adminifters to the fa- 
ercd funftion of preaching, I beg leave to reeommoid 
to the young candidate a little pamphieft, entitled, Hints 
to public Speakers, printed* for Murray^ Fleet Street, 
X797. They who wifli to go deeper into the fubjed 
may confult an EfTay on the Aftiqn proper for the PuK 
]|it, which is fubjoined.to a Dialogue cpncerning the 
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Aril of Tiresidiiftg,. caUod Theodoin»» bjr Dkiiid Vbv^ 
dycc. 

Tikis dialogue alfa cfeienres the actsnttoa of the youn^ 
Ecclefiaftic. Aithotigh the precepts are not ralieved by 
exemplifications, it is written with ipititi and cwi am$re* 
The aadior dirofted the full current of his mind to ti^ 
cred ovatory : be travelled widt a view to enlarge hit 
knowledge upon that airt : after a fucce^ul tour tluiough 
France, Italf , amd other parts of Europe, « iriien be 
was almoft at home,, and his frienda ftood ready with 
open arms and toyful heart to leceire him, enrich* 
ed no dbubt wim freih ftorea of knowkc^l he loft 
his life in its fUl prime by a ftorm on the coaft of Hol# 
land.'' • 

The cuftom of commeneing a £ermon with cpioting 
the chapter anrf verfe of a test, has generally obtained ; 
but where the teat is Jbog, and has fomething adapted 
to rovie tbe imagination, it appears to me dKit the onufr 
fioa of the niual form would ba:«e a better eSe6k* Sup- 
pofe the Preaehcr were to take for his text the words 
of St. Paul rehtive to the rcfurrcdion, oontaixiing five 
▼erfes ; 1k>w poweifutty would he hurft upon the ao 
tentton of his andience, if, without the reference to the 
chapter and verfe, he were to pronounce with a ftrong 
impreflive Voice thefe au^uft words, ^ Bdiold, I ihow 
you a myftcry I" &c. 

This abrupt and fpirited manner would fummon tbe 
attentioo of the audience, who, thus, unprepared by a 
formal introdu£lioib would receive the full impulfe of 
the text. - 

To give another inftance : I will imagine a Preacher 
encircled with a congregation for the purpbfe of hear* 
ing a charity^fermon. i will imagine, that, inilead of 
a tedious citaition of the chapter and verCe, he (hould 
command attention with thefe words : « Come, ye 
Ueffi^ of my Father,** &c, pronouncing by heart, in a fol- 
enui expreffive tone, the fevon verfes. Would not this 
be a more deeifive method of awakening and captivaw 
ing expe Aatioo i would it not be founding the key-note 

which 
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which is to predominate through the whdle of the di£- 
courfe ? 

Other texts of a fimilar tendency will ofler them- 
(ekes to the feleAion of the difcerning Preacher* 

I muft alfo profefs myfelf a warm advocate for the 
pradice of the pieus and learned Dr. Ifaac Watts, who» 
at the clofe of any weighty fentence, was accuftomed 
to fufpend his Toice, that, by the intervention of an aw- 
ful paufe, the fentiment might fink deep into the heart* 

Dr. Watts was the friend of that enchs^nting rdlig- 
ioniftj that lovely enthufiaft, Elizabeth Rowe; whofe 
life may be faid to be an eloquent fermon. Her piety 
had nothing repulfive ; it glowed with philanthropy, it 
allured to imitation, it was enlivened by the fplcndour 
of hope and the gaiety of an immaculate confcience. 

'Mr. Gilpin obfcrves, in the preface to his Scrmotjs, 

<< Though a (hort opening of a text may often be nee- 

' efiary, there feems no occafion for a long preface. 

Whatever appertains immediately to the difcourfe had» 

perhaps, be better introduced into the body of it.'' 

To this juft obfervation of fo expeiienced a Preach- 
er, I might add, that the fplitting the fubje£l into dif- 
ferent members, and informing the audience how eadi 
diviflon is to be treated, is an injudicious and defeflive 
method. This babbling anticipation deftroys expeA- 
aney, that a£live principle of the human mind. How 
often have I been -difgufted with a tedious bill of fare to 
a meagre entertainment ! I cannot clofe this obferva* 
tion better than with the following lines from Mr* 
Hayley ; 

As the good Parfon's quiet fermon grows ; 
Firft calmly fettles on fome moral text, 
Then creeps from oae divifioQ to the next. 

Refpe£ling the length of time that (bould be devoted 
to a fermon, no invariable regulation can be adopted^; 
as fome fuh^efts require more expanfion than others. 
In that entertaining coUeAion of Dryden's profe works, 
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enriched with notes by Mr. Malone, I meet with the 
foUowing information : 

" An hour, meafured by an hour-glafs, fixed at the 
fide of the pulpit, was the ufual length of a fcrmon at 
this time." Anno 1655. 

When attention is led captive, the road appears' 
Ihort : concifenefs is apt to degenerate into improper 
brevity. The fermons of Dr. Ogden, and of Dr. Greg- 
ory, Chaplain to the celebrated Biihop of LandafF, are 
fubjeft to this flattering objeftion. 
• A fecret charm is fometimes diffufed over a compo- 
fition, for which our language has no appellation, but 
which by the French is denominated t/z/i^ww. This fe- 
cret charm is of too aerial a nature to be bound by the 
chains of a definition, tt is not that elegant urbanity 
which pervades the delightful letters of Sevigne : it is 
nqf that infinuating grace which enamek the pages of 
Addifon ; it. is not thai amenity, which, like a filver 
ftream, glides through the difcourfes of Atterbury ; but 
it is rather that mild magici that gentle fafcination, that 
endearing fimplicity, which charafterizcs the writings 
of the Evangelifts : he who fliall perufe them with en- 
amoured perfeverance, will acquire fome portion of that' 
siFediomite eloquence for which there are no precepts 
of compofition. 

It is the attention of the country Clergyman which I 
wiih particularly to excite in the following page. The 
Gmple manners of the lower orders of life at a^ remote 
diftance from the metropolis, give the rural Paftbr a fio- 
gular advantage. There Religion's Orpheus may ftrikc 
his facred lyre with more eSed : nor is this mytholog- 
ical allufion foreign to the fubje^ ; for it was not the 
groves of the Academy, the polilhed ftones of the Por» 
ticch nor the managed horfes of Greece, which liftened 
to the harp of Oirpheus, but the wild trees of unfre- 
quented woods, the rocks of unexplored deferfs, and 
the tigers of the foreft. This obvious allegory^, with- 
out its primitive conftrudion, may be eanly adapted 
to the rural Paftor and his uncultivated audience. 
The feafons as they roU^ the diveriyied. occupations 
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of hu&andfy, ^th the taryaag fcenes of natose, will 
fopply the Preacher with many ptcms obfervatians, 
-perfttafivc arguments, and quickening allufions. The 
kind treatment of animal8> which is a ramification of 
charity, may be, with great propriety, inculcated in 
die country, where they are expofed to the neglefl; 
or harfli ufage of a thoughtlefs, and fometimes un- 
feeling l^eaikntry. Let the Preacher goad the bofom 
to a fenfe of compafEon for the mute creation, «« the 
inferior family of Heaven." Let him inform his 
fttftic audience how the wild Arab treats his horfe with 
the mildeft indulgence, even with a kind of fraternal 
fympathy : let him dwell upon fome of (he hOiS that 
hiilory has commemorated : let him relate the anec- 
dote of the Arab inferted by St. Pierre in Tie Studies 
^ Naiure. 

. This work of St. Pierre, admirably well tranflatcd bjr 
Dr. Hunter, (hould fint admiiBon into the ftudy of the 
young Ecckfiaftic : it is adorned with all the learnii^ 
of the prefent day. ' He difplays, at times, the raptur- 
ous eloquence of Roufleau, without the redundancy : 
he is the zealous advocate for the caufe of Religion, and 
fpeaks of *her, not in the gaudy language of a panegyr- 
ift, but with the accents and interefting expr^ffions of 
•n enamoured admirer. 

' In a fcrmtm on the kind treatment of animals, by 
the Rev. Percival Stockdale, I meet with the foltowing 
t|n^ge, which would do>hc^our to the defcrip^ve pow- 
•«rs of Pliny die naturaMft : 

« One ftrotfg inducement to treat animals well and 
kindly, is the returns they make us for that treatment. 
When we ftiow them that mildnefs, that care, that ten- 
-demefs they deferve for their own fakes, and from a 
."pfoper reverence of that Being by whom they were 
•created, how amiably do they eshibit their natures, I 
<had aimoft faid their virtues ! The behaviour of the 
dog alone, the moftgrateful, the moft afi^flionate and 
conftant friend— 4ie v^l not ^fert his mafter in ^ 
wofft of c me igc aci tfs, ia the meaneft and nK)fl morti- 
vffki^'NmciMiift^axcei. Though he is pleafed with fplen- 
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dour, he will follow his benefa£t:#r from a .palace to a 
dungeon. Cold and famine will not cool his attention* 
His attitudes, his careiles, and his eye» you may infalr ^' 
libly interpret into the following language : < Though 
« you are forfakcn by the world, you fhali never be for* 

< faken by me : to tear you-from me would be tearing 
^ me from myfclf. By having my poor focie^y, you 

< will at leaft not be in a total folitude. 1 will partici- 
^ pate all your woes, and, if I furvive you^ I will die 

< upon your grayed — t'his pi^hire is not drawn by ro- 
mantic imagination ; all its eflential ilrokes are welt 
known truths of natural hiftory." 

It would not be unworthy of the rural Paftor to en« 
deavoar to'eradicate the erroneous opinions and the 
falfe eftimates that favour the deftrudion of the aerial 
ra(». Mr. Bewick, in his Hiftory of Birds, aflerts 
" that rooks are often accufed of feeding on the corn ' 
juft after it has been foffn, and various contrivances 
have been made both to kill and frighten them away : 
but in our eftirtiation, the advantages derived from the 
deftru£lion which they make among grubs, earth- 
worms, and noxious iafefls of various kinds, will great-* 
ly overpay the injury ddhe to the future harveft." 

Time and pbfervation will probably lead to more be- 
nign difcoveries, and expand the fcience of humanity. 
Let the ruftic auditor be imprefled with the idea, that 
every ilight attention paid to the mtnuteft being, is a 
homs^ paid to virtue, as it has a reference to hfimah«- 
ity : to every particle of diamond dull is valuable, as 
being of the fame nature as the large brilliant. 

I cannot difmifs the prefent fubjeft, without expreff- 
iDg a wifh that the annual depredations of birds' nefts 
might be fupprefled : this invafion upon the harmony 
of the groves, unproductive of any good to the youth- 
ful plunderer, ihould certainly be refifted. Here again 
the rural Paftor may raife the voice of benevolence 
againft an inhuman praftice. It frequently excites 
my admiration, tlut Thomfon, our great rural poet, 
whofe bofom echoed to every querulous tone in nature^ 
did not more prolixly dwell on a theme that feemed to 
K optzedbyG demand 
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demand bis moft indignant zeal : he traniiently no- 
tices the abufe for the fake of introducing Virgil's cele- 
brated lines on a plundered neft. 

However coftom m^y have fan£lioned this abufe^ to 
the refleAing mind, to the lover (^ nature, it muft ap* 
pear an z€t of wanton cruelty. When the Prophet 
Ifaiah introduces the king of Aflyria exulting in ^is 
deeds of opprcffion, he madkes him delineate his tyr»i- 
ny under the imagery of a neft*plunderer : « My hand 
liath found as a neft the riches of the pedple.'' Chap. 
X. verfe 14. 

Melmodi obferves^ that children, by being unre- 
ftrained in fports of this kind, may acquire by habit^ 
what they nerer would have learned from nature, and 
grow up into a confirmed inattention to every kind of 
fufiering but their own. Accordingly, the fupreme 
court of judicature at Athens thought an inftance of 
this fort not below its cognii^ce, and^punifhed a boy 
for putting out the eyes of a poor bird, that had unhap- 
pily fallen into his hands. 

The evangelic Monitor fliould be diligently obferv- 
ant of the living manners, in-order to fubdue the 
fpringing folly, and riiing vice, while they flutter on 
feeble pinions. I was prefent two years ago at a fer- 
mon, into which the Preacher introduced a circum^ 
ftance which had at that time excited much ccmverfa- 
tion : the fubjeA of the difaourfe was Death, at the 
clofe of which he joined the public complaint againft: 
thofe wretches whbfe practice was (for a fordid inter- 
eft) to violate the repofe of the dead ; who, like the 
wolves in winter, tear from the graves the mangled 
corfes. I recolle£l the difcourfe cpncluded with words 
to this cSk€i : 

" Let the remains of the murderer or* the notorious 
oiFeitder be cpaiigned to the anatoiratft ; but, in the 
name of jQod and of nature^ let the tombs of the inno- 
cent be (Itll refpe£led. When refignation has fome- 
what aiTuaged and bound up the wound of the furvivor 
|or, fome dear relative, thefe monfters rend the bands 
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afunden and inflia a new agony on die gaping 

wound. 

A vice of a new conftru£lion» or at leaft afluming % 
new and formidable appearance, has been yigoTOttflv 
denounced, in a feroion delivered at Bath hj Dr. J. 
Gardiner. The paflage merits attention, and is worth 
tr;yifcribing : 

^< What makes me tremble for the fate of my coun* 
try is, to hear of a crime that has found its way in all 
parts of the kingdom, and among all ranks of focietyt 
the very idea of which aimoft fretzes one with horror^ 
and which one hardly knows how to name in a civiliz- 
ed aflembly-*-a crime, accompanied with this aggravs^ 
tion, that, in being perpretrated to defraud the revenue, 
it deprives the ftate of thofe fuppiies which are necef* 
fary ui our emergency for the prefervation of evtfry 
thing we hold dear. Have the perfons, who, under the 
moft fcandalous fubterfuges and nugatory pretences, 
daily commit this crime, ever confidered what perjuxf 
is i It is by making ufe of deceit, and to impoie oa 
man, openly to mock and bid defiance to the great 
Searcher of hearts. He who takes an oath, conclud- 
ing, ' So help me God P may be fuppofed to exprels 
himfelf in fuch language as this : O God ! I acknowl- 
edge that thou doft exift, that thou art Mafter of my 
life, and of my immortal foul : I confent that thou 
fhouldft deprive me of this life, and plunge this foul 
into cverlaftiog mifery, if I fpeak contrary to my 
knowledge." — 1798. Rivingtons. 

The pafiions of men (it has been obferved) have ufu- 
ally been the channel through which the underftanding 
is difturbed ; but in France the underftanding has 
been the inftrument of difturbing the paifions. PoHte 
literature proftitutcd its powers to the purpofes of re- 
bellion. Though not confpjring to the fame effe£l, 
liberrinifm has fet her feal to the lighter prxMlutlions 
of tfaisL country, and confequently they become fuitable 
topics for the animadverfion of the pulpit. The fol- 
lowing obfervation, appofite to the point under confid- 
eration> is tranfcribed from a very ingenious pamphlet, 
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entitled, «< The Story of the Moor of Venice,'* prtnied 
for Cadell, 1 795 : " Biography, converted as it has late- 
ly been in 'Great Britain* into manoirs and private an- 
ecdotes, becomes the fctK)ol of vice and treachery ; the 
infamous vehicle in which the ftrumpet proclaims her 
debaucheries, and the villain avows his crimes. Did 
they not find readers, fuch difgufting puUicatiops 
would fcarcely dcferve the honour of being cenfiired. 
But we would willingly fupprefs the paffion by which 
they are encouraged : that malicious prying curiolrty 
into the fccrets of family hiftory, where diffipation and 
idienefs feek for apologies in divulging the weaknefs 
and folly of others. , A fuitable degree of puUic virtue 
and refentiuent would have fliut thefe babblers up for 
ever in the vaults of iilence." 

^ Some perfons to ^vi4iofe judgment I pay the greateft 
deference, have expreffed their furprife, that I did not, 
in a former edition of this Effay, point out the crime of 
linelling as a.fubjed of reprobation : to thefe perfons^ 
by whofe notice I am honoured, I beg leave to obfdrve^ 
that an uncommon ikill is requifite in arraigning this 
vice : it is the ofbpring of exquifite feniibility and de- 
luded honour ; it cleaves to the heart by a multitude 
of delicate imperceptible fibres : it takes root in the deep 
receflcs of the foul : it grows by the feat of Virtue, and 
fends its innovating tendrils round her throne, as the 
woodbine embraces the elm. .How tremblingly alive, 
how correclly difciplined, muft be the hand which at- 
tempts fo intricate a performance I I am almoft prompt^ 
cd to cry out with the poet : ~ 

— , — _•_-.« Rafh hand forbear,' 



Left with rude touch the work you tear. 
And wound fome kindred virtue there.*^ 

But when this vice has carried defolation into the 
bofom of fome family, when tlie ofFending furvivor is 
fummoned to- the bar, this infamous vice may then be 
configned td the obloquy it defcrves. In the irijd of 
Mr. Burbot for tlie death of Mr. Mills, in the ifland of 
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St. Chriftopher, 1753, Mr. Hornc, the counfel for the 
profecution» delivered his fentiments in the following 
mannerj which may ferve as a model for the Preacher* 
ihould he ftill be inclined to arraign this crime from 
the pulpit : 

« How is the name of honour proftituted ! Gan hon- 
our be the favage refolution, the brutal fiercenefs of a 
revengeful fpirit f True honour is manifefted in a ftea- 
dy, uniform train of a^lions^ attended by jufticci and 
direfled' by prudence. Is this the conduct of the d«- 
cUrft i wiU juftice fupport him in robbing the com- 
munity of an able and ufeful member ? and in depriv- 
ing the poor of a benefactor ? will it fupport him in 
preparing afflidion for the widow's heart ? in filling 
the orphan's eyes with tears ? Will juftice acquit hiih 
for enlarging the punifhment beyond the offence ? will 
it permit him, for, perhaps, a raih word that may ad- 
mit of an apology, an unadvifed a^ion that may be re- 
trieved, or an injury that may be compenfated, to cut 
off a man before his days be half numbered, and for a 
temporary fault infli£t an endlefs puililhment ? On the 
other hmdi wilh prudence bear him out in riiking an 
jJEifamous death if he fucceeds in the duel ? but if he 
falls, will it plead his pardon at a more awful tribunal, 
for rufhing into the prefence of an offended God ? 

" Senfelefs as this notion of honour is, it unhappily 
kas its advocates among us : but for the prevalence of 
fuch a notion, how could the* amiable perfoti^ whofe 
death has made the folemn bufinefs of this day, be loft 
ta his country, his family, and his friends ? Would to 
God that I was a mafter of words^ and it*couId be in^^ 
dulged to the tendemefsof a friend to pay a tribute to ' 
lus memory ! I might then endeavour to fet him full' 
before you in the variety of his excellence ; but as this 
would be venturing too far, I can only lament that 
fuch virtue had not a longer >date : that this good man 
was cut off in the ftrcngth of his age, ere half hrs glafs 
was run ; when his heart was projecting and executing 
febemcs to relieve diftrefs, and by .the moft furprifing- 
K.a. aftru 
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aA$ of beneficencei vindicating t^e bounty of Pron«- 
dence for heaping wealth upon him.. 

<< Duelling feems to be an unnatural graft upon gen- 
uine couragiei and the growth of a barbarous age. The 
polite nations of Greece and Rome knew nothing of 
if: they rcfervcd tlieir bravery for the enemies of their 
countrjTy and then were prodigal of their blood. Thdfe 
brare people fet Honour up as a guardian genius of the 
public, ta humanize their paffions, to preferre thdr 
truth unblemi(hed» and to teach them to value life on<» 
Jy as ufeful to their country. The modern heroes drefs 
it up like one of the dsemons of fuperftition befmeared 
with bloody and delighting in human facrifiee." 

The eulogium the gentleman vrho figns bimfdif 
Clericus is pieafed to give this Eilay, induced me te 
confider the fubjcA with renewed meditatioh. His 
arguments in favour of the prefent mode of preaching 
have not (haken my opinion. Our Preach^ have a 
great way to go before they reach the confines o€ 
Methodifm : he wifhes that the a£lual charadjtec of 
public exhortation fliouid remain fixed and unalteraUe. 
Is not this wi{hing it to remain fixed as in a iroft i 

I have alfo to make my acknowledments to Mi& 
Sewardi for the flattering notice with which Ae has 
honoured this EfTay : her obje&ions to pulpit oratory^ 
attired in the fplendour of didion and attra&ive im« 
agery, difplay the powers of that art flic fo fparitigly 
indulges to the Preacher. Buring the intervening pe- 
riod between the laft and the prefent editbn, flie h» 
more iiluftrioufly diitinguiihed this Eflay by infertiog 
two letters addrefled to the Author of. thefe pages iii 
' the Gentleman^s Magazine, for the months of February 
and March. To this celebrated Lady I beg leave to 
apply a line of the Cardinal Polignac's, in his Aoti'^ 
Lucretius ; : 

' Eloquio viAi're vincimus ipfa. 

Among the few remaining fuggeftionfr I hays to of* 
fer to the clerical candidate, I have to recommead t» 
his obfcrvance^ a^ caution not to^direA his cenfures a*^ 
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>gsiiA a»y one ptrtuiular perfi^n of his audience. Ho* 
If animadyerrion carriea no quiver of poifojied areows 
for (he hoSom of an iitdiTtdual. 

The fevere and ammaled^ftrid^ures which the Abbe 
de Poole pronounced at VerfatUeB^ were iio£ liable to 
extQeption> becaufe Atf comprehended the whole au-v 
dienee. This piAure of the French Coorti not loiq; 
before die revolution, is well drawn ; and^ like the 
portrait of a celebrated perfonage who no longer exift% 
it becomes more titterefting) 

« Is not the gaycft appreheniion excited at* the name 
df . thd court i Does it not prefent itfelf to the mind 
as the temple of yoittptuoufnefs' ? This imagCi how^ 
ev^er, refembles more the world than the court. He 
who enters the precin£ls of this palacCi comes not m 
pnrfuitof pleafure ; comes not to eidiibit.his own 
greatnefs : the fun-beams of rof ahjr overwhelm every 
odier fplendour. The fovereign demands and receives 
cxclufiveiy, every obeifance, every homage : die fenii» 
deities of the world are here blended with tbit fervUe 
crowd who in every other place accumulate incenfe on 
their altars. The great depofe at the portal of this 
habitad<ni their claims to rank and titles: they refign 
their honoursi in CH'der to refume them when they de^ 
part. Ambkioa and intereft u&er in the viiitors dF 
thk manfioni and while they are excited by the gaudy 
vifions q£ fuccefs, they are conftrained by die prefenc'e 
of the fovereign, and by the watchful eye of coacur^^ 
ring expe^ntsr Thus it is^ that out of the bofom of 
the fame natioz^ afifes another nation difierent in man# 
tiers and in modes of expreflion, while in the purfui^ 
of their wiihc;s they are guided by an artful duplicityt 
whofe purport is to deceive. The courtiers feem occu*^ 
pied with trifles, and configned to cafelefs diilipation^ 
while they are only influenced by the hopes of aggrand» 
izement, only foHcitou^ to make their defe6ls appear 
accompiiOiments, and only careful to fpread over their 
vices the mod attractive colouring. Mark how they en- 
deavour to fupply the lailguage of truth and the fenti*^ 
sients of friendihip with the aceenti o£ ardfice and the 
^ ^ * ^ fCareflis- 
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carefies of fimulstion. Behold how they irradiate d» . 
countenance 6f Difappdntment with fmiles, . and 
fmooth the rude afpe^ of Hatred with the poliih of 
afFability. Obferve how they wear the depcnttment of 
humility and afiedion before thofe perfom whofe char-* 
aflera they fecretly ridicule and degrade; A fpedator 
would be naturally led to think, from the appearance 
of fuch prevenient attentions^ from fuch an intercourfe 
pf mutual profeflions, that this fplendid concourfe of 
the great formed one harmonious family,, whofe inter* 
eft flowed in one channel. But remove the veil of 
emulation, and you will behold a throng of jealous an<l 
deep-defigning rivals, who are intent on each other's 
deftruflion ; whofe a^s of treachery atid perfidioufneft 
would excke our abhorrence, did they not poiTefs the 
art of fafclnating our judgment and of conciliating oar 
indulgence with our di(approbation." 

This auftere and unqualified reprefentation of tha 
Scanners of the greats excited difcontent, and called 
forth murmurs and complaints ; but as no individual 
of the courtly herd was fingled out for facrifice, thofe 
murmurs and complaints died away. 

St. Chryfoftom, who fometimes indulged a fatirical 
propenfity, could xiotfail of giving offence to the young 
women who had taken the vow of celibacy, when h^ 
publicly direded his ftriflures to them in the great 
church of Antioch, where they only formed a part of 
^e audieiice.. The pafl^ge is curious, as it minutely- 
defcribes^he drefs of thofe primitive nuns,, in whofe 
breaft (according to the great Orator) the defire of . 
yleafing ftill lingered i- 

<« If St. Paul prohibits tiie luxuriant indulgence of 
drefs in the married women who move iln the high^ 
circles of life, would he not have extended his probi«>- 
bition to thofe who are bound by the reftriflive vow of 
celibacy ? You tell me that none of your order appear 
ki public glittering with brilliants, or invelled with 
the decorations of art : very true ^ but the fimple^ 
brown, and fomewhat coarfe garment which you wear^ 
u auanged with all tbedelicacy of grace, and all th« 
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elegslnce^ of d^Sgn. Your dark fatidals afiiime fo ek'* 
gant a form, that they excel the pamtiags of the rooft 
ikilful artift : the natural beauty of your countenance 
I am ready to allo^ is not heightened by the bluQies of 
art, but every Dther attention i» devoted to its embeU 
liihment. Can I withhold frdm obferving ttiat white 
veil that floats over your hair, to which is fuperadded a 
rofe of bkck ribands, which defignedly difplays the 
vhitenefs of the veil and the colour of your complex-^ 
ioa i Shall I not reprobate thofe quick gknces which 
are perpetually darting from fide to fide ? fhall I not 
reprobate your ftudied attitudes and premeditated gef- 
tures? fhall I <not mention 'that loofe mantle, with 
which this moment you conceal your form, and which 
the next moment you throw back with a graceful neg- 
ligence? (hall I not mention thofe fmooth white gloves, 
^^hich being drawn on with fuch (kilful folicitude, ex- 
hibit the appearance of naked arins ? To conclude, h% 
me inform you thdt from this detailed attention to your 
humble fitpparel, r^fults a more feduftive attraftion than 
fK>m die dijfplay of a magnificent attire/'— &^ Les Em^ 
traits de St, Chryjoflom par PAbhe Auger y tome fuainefnt^ 

But to proceed in the path which leads to the imme<^ 
diate obje£): of this Efiay *, there is a theme which 
wouid[ call for the exertions of the Chriftian Oratory 
>^er^ it not become an objeft of parliamentary drfcuf** 
fion — Indian Slavery ! who ftill pants for the day of 
her emancipation, and who bc^ifts of having attrafted 
to hep caufe the mod generous, unwearied, and .elo- 
quent advocate, who makes his annnal appeal, to his 
country, and calls upon CompaiBon to pay her long, 
arrear. 

I ihould wxOi the rural Paftor vtrould often imprefflr 
on his audience the duty of reading the Bible, particu- 
larly the New Teftament. He might occafipnally a- 
waken in them a defire of perufing the Holy Scripture, 
hy commenting upon the parables, by elucidating fome 
^0€al paflages, and pointing out the lefs obvious and 
retired beatitie^^ If the cottager (houkl be led to ac- 
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quire the habit of perufing the New Teftament, it 
would diffufe an inexpreflire charm round his humble 
exiftmee : for, as Cudworth obfervcs, «< Scripture faith 
is not a mere believing of hiftorical things, but a cer- 
tain higher and diriner power in the foul peculiarly 
correfpondent with die Deity .^ 

Dryden, in his Religio Laici^ difapprovee of the Bi- 
ble being put into the hands of the laity : he exprefies 
his fentiment in a coarfe, but original and well-adapt- 
ed fimile : 

** The crowds unlearn'd, with rude devotioa wana. 
About the facred viands buzz and fwarm : 
The fly-blown text creates a crawling brood. 
And turns to maggots what was meant for food.'* 

How different is the opinion of the great poet in an 
enlightened period^ from that of a poor (bepherd in 
the reign of Henry the Eighth I When an aA had 
paffed, prohibiting the ufe of the Bible in Englifh, this 
fiiepherd manifefted the deep concern the prohibition 
had impreiTed on his mind by the following remark, 
which he wrote in a fpare leaf of an Engliih abridg- 
ment of PoJydore Virgirs book of the Invention of 
Arts : — Witn I kepe Mr, Letymm^s fiype^ I hut thys 
bohy when the Tefiament vuu oUergatydf that Jbeperdyx 
might not rede hit : I pray God amende that hlyndnefi,-'^ 
Writ by Robert Wyllyams ktppyng Jbipe upon Seyr^ry 
HilL 1 547. — See the Hiftory of Biblical Tranflations 
by Lewis, p. 150. 

There is fomething fingularly pleafing and zStOXng 
m the ftylc and language of the paflage juft.adduced : 
while the fliepherd on Sunbury Hill was entering his 
humble proteft againft the prohibiting a£fc, he little im- 
aginefd he was conveying his name to the notice of pof- 
terity. 

With regard to the poiftts of religious controverfy, 
they fhould be cautioufly admitted into public dif- 
courfes : Afperity is apt to infinuate her ferpentme 
form into the fubjeA, smd ftain the purity of evAngeUc 

forbearance* 
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forbearance; Contiroverfy, like a rapid wheel, fets it- 
felf on fire in its courfe» and bv that means does not 
attain the objeA of its puriuit. Let the contro- 
vertift exert his abilities in his cabinet and not in thcr 
puipit. The coQtroverfial Preacher appears, in fome 
degree, as the violator of the laws of religious freedom. 
Chriftianity, of whatever denomination, is like the fa« 
cxed veHcl failing to .Delphi, which was at all times un- 
moleited. 

But againft the progrefs of modern fcepticifm occa- 
fional exertion may be made with falutary effe£b. A« 
gainft that German monfter Infidelity, which (to ufe 
the words that Gildas applied to the Arian Jierefy) like 
a fierce ferpent^ is continually vomiting forth her trarif* 
marine poifon upon us ! againft that growing monfter 
let our moft ftrenuous exertions be directed ; and, to 
adapt a once celebrated exprefiion to a better purpofe^ 
let us not be germamfed to ftone. 

Sttbje^s of animadverfion will fometimes arifefrom 
peculiar modes and cuftoms : St. Auftin mentions, in 
the fourth book of his Chriftian Do<^rine, the fuccefs 
of the difcourfe which he dire£led againft the annual 
and popular games which were held in Cefaria, and 
«4iich never terminated but in the death of fome of the 
combatants. «« I adopted," fays St. Auftin, <*the moft 
vehement expreflions, I employed the whole colledied 
powers of my mind, to ftem the deftruclive torrent : 
I had to oppofe the authority of a long-eftabliflied cuf- 
tom, and to cooibat the prejudices of an impaflioned 
people* I had not long proceeded in my difcourfe, be« 
fore I heard an imperfe<^ found of approbation, like a 
faint gale ruftling through the leaves: as I continued 
to fpeak^ the imperfe£^ found became more afcertained, 
till my voice was loft in a general acclamation. This 
J;hunder of applaule conveyed no gratification to the 
Preacher ; it declared to me that the audience was rather 
pleafed than convinced* But at length the loud voice 
of approbation diminiflied, and progreflively faded .a« 
way into a profound ftiUiie(s. At that moment I urg- 
ed my piu^fuit with a greater ardour <^ fentiment, and 
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a ne^ energy of foul, when, I foon beheld remerfe dif- 
f ufed over every • couotenancet emotion fat on every 
brewy and tears began to fiow* Thei>, then my throb- 
bing heart affured me that I had obtained the vi£iory. 
£^ht years are now elapfed, and I have the cheering 
confidence to aflerti that none of my auditorshave ever 
fince affiftfd at the anmtalgameSi either as aclors or 
fpeAators/' 

Subjefls of animadverfion will fometimes prefent 
themfelves from' the Clergyman'a peculiar place of ^refl- 
dence. They who dwell in ths vicinity of the fea* 
coaft, will have occafion to exert their influence te fup* 
prefs that inhuiman treatment which the unfortunate 
perfons who are fliipwreckcd not unfrequenily receive 
from the hands of their own countrymen. It would 
be too painful to relate the feveral depredatory and 
atrocious z£is that have been committed during the 
prefent war ; the intelligence of which has come to my 
knowledge from indifputabie. authority. The recur- 
rence of thefe inhuman praftices would almoft prc»npt 
one to think, that the nation whofc heart glows wiA 
benevolence is palfied at the extremities. 

Wherever the Paftor is ftationed^ it becomes his du- 
ty to mark what pafles around him ; toobferve the va-* 
rying and Protean .(hape.that vice affumes: he rouft 
bear in his recollection that he is the perfon to "W^om 
thefe words.niay be applied ; « let him dcckre what he 
fceth." Ifaiah, chap. XX!. vcr. 6. 

Thefe obfervations, that an honeft zeal has induced 
me to ofler'tothf attention of the juvenile Ecclefiaftics, 
will, I truft, be of fome utility to them in the admanif«> 
tration of their profeffional duty* If they woo Reli- 
gion for Religion's fakei and (land at her altar enam- 
oured cf the form ot Truthf much may be done by their 
patriotic exertions, for fuch they may be denominated 
with ;hc ftrideft propriety. The times- arc truly aw- 
ful, and- demand the unwearied vigilance of the Pricft- 
hood. « Let him declare what he fecth ;" let the voice 
of the moniter be heard j let it enforce this truth fo 
little attended to, that the prcraiUng luke-warm;attach- 
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metit to tirtuc is Kttk better than habitual yicc : « Let 
him dcdare what he feeth.** If the torrent of liiod^tt 
diffipation ftill urges on its impetuous courfe, bearing 
away with its rapidity all reeolkftion, all economy 
(the trcafmry of charity) aH good refohitions, health, 
and inlprotkig leifiire 5 if the languid hnflp of devotion 
Ihould be totally eittinguifeed, may we not expeft fome 
domeftic c^amity, fome EngHlh misfortune ? It is, per- 
haps, 1ft die povp^r of the Clergy to avert the impend- 
ing deftru£Hon. Le* the young Eeclefiaftic awfully 
behold the fublime ta& that i» affigned him ; let him 
look up with rapturous hope to his great reward. The 
retroipe£liTe view on his paft-endeafvoun will admin- 
ifter to him (on fome future day) that pure ferene de« 
light, which the world, with all its treafury of happi. 
nefs, has not to beftow. He will feel (at the clofe of 
life) a glowing confidence, that as our nature at the af- 
eenfion was trinmphayitly tranffated into heaven, he 
ViU afcend the fame gkmoiim height, atid partake of the 
triumph of the great Preacher, Jefusl who has prom- 
ifed that they ftiail be clothed with a ftar-likc brilliancy, 
who (hall have illumined others in their road to cter- 
nity. 

1 beg leave, before I conclude this Eflay, to advert to 
the fmall encouragement th^t is given to fecrcd elo- 
quence. The many charitable inftitutions in this 
town, whofe turrets pierce the fkies, and, as Mr. Burke 
obfervcs, <* like fo many ele£hical conduftors avert the 
wrath of Heaven, do honour to general benevolence.** 
Tbcfe charitabfe inftitutions, however, hold out no al- 
lurement to clerical talents. The trifling ftipend offer- 
ed. to the morning or evening Preacher is not fufficicnt- 
ly attraftive to a young man of genius* to make him 
forego other literary purfuits, to devote himfclf entirely 
to this hallowed art, without which excellence is not 
to be obtained, and, like the plighted virgin, leave be- 
hind all other endearing connexions to adhere to the 
objeft of her choice. The governors of the charitable 
inftitutions may fay they offer to the Preacher as much 
as they can dedufl: from their other various demands : 
' : . L Digitized by Google^^ . 
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to this fuppofed aflertion of the gorernors^ if I am not 
competent to reply, I may be allowed to obferire, that 
if young men of diftinguifhed abilities were incited by 
a. more liberal remunei^tipn, the audience would be 
more numerous, more fplendid,.and the colleflion more 
produftivc. We have all heard of the furprifing and 
repeated collefUons made in a neighbouring ifland by 
the means of facred eloquence. Genius flirinks 
(like the fenfitive plant;} uninvited by patr<Hiage| unex- 
cited^ unrewarded^ 

« Nor tnlfts its bloflbms to the ehurlifh fkies.'* 

As the embofomed feed fprings not from the eardi 
unlefs warm funs and genial ihowers oall it forth, fo 
the parturient mind yields not the expeAed produce 
unlefs equal juftice 

<^ Scatters with a free, though frugal hand. 
Light golden (how^rs of plenty o^er the land.'* 

JEncourag'ement is the teft of geniKs ; it a£ls upon 
it as a provocation operates upon an irriuble mind. 
Genius is foftered at the bar, and there we fee it tri- 
tunphant. In mufical compqiitioin we behold the re- 
verfe : although the light golden Jbowers are not 'wanting 
to the genial climate of the ftage, none of our mudcai 
dramas difcover any original merit : the barren, unin- 
ventive compiler only does the honours of foreign com- 
pofers : I am therefore compelled to think, that vocal 
and inilrumental compofitions are repugnant to £ng- 
fi{h genius. But of the more important and more ex- 
alted art, whole caufe I am now pleading, I entertain a 
very different fentiment. From many indications that 
appear on the furface, I indulge the pleafing idea, that 
the quarry contains an invaluable treafure. The new 
Royal Inllitution proclaims the liberality of modern 
patronage : why might not a fund be eftabliflied for 
the purpofe of awakening an emulative difpofition in 
the rifing race of Preachers, and of calling forth dor- 
mant and inadive capacities ? Several perfons of the 
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moft enltgbteneid difcernment with whom I have con- 
verfed upon this fubjeA, concur with me in thinking, 
that an endowment of the nature I am fuggeding would 
be produ£live of the mod fal\!tary and earljr efieA$ : 
Sacred Eloquence would aflume the honours to which 
(be would then be entitledj and take the lead in the 
proceffion of talents. 

May the ifi, \^^^u 
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BISHOP OP MEAUX. 



JAMES BENIGNUS BOSSUET wa$ born at Di- 
jon^ x>n September 2J, 1627, ^^ ^ family diftisK 
g4uibed ; in the parlkm^nt of > Bbrgundy. From his 
childhood he devoted himfelf to ftudy, with all the ar- 
dour of 8^ rifing geniu9» which feized upon and derour- 
ed e?ery thing prefented to it. 

A9 he deftined himfelf to the ecclefiaftical profef- 
fion^ he embraced the whole circle of ftudies which he 
thouight neceflaryj or (imply ufeful^ to this important 
miniftry^ from >the interpretation of the Bible to that 
of the profane authors, and from .the fathers of the 
church to the fcholaftic theologians and the myftic 
writers* ' His lively tafte, and, as it might be called> 
pafBon for the facred writings, foreboded the prelate 
who was^.to preach religion with the zeal of the apof- 
tlesj and celebrate it with the eloquence K>i the proph- 
ets. Among the doflors of the churchy St. Auguftine 
was his favourite. He knew him by heart, quoted him 
perpetually, and always made him the companion of 
his journeys. <<In St. Auguiliiie/' faidhe, >< 1 find 
an anfwcr to every thing." 

^«- ronatWith-^ 
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With refpeft to the authors of proftne antiquity, 
among which he already fought for mafters and mod- 
els of cloqucncCi he gave the p? cfcrcncc to Homer, 
iRrhofe fublime hut juncoatrolled genius moft referobled 
his own. He alfo delighted in the penifal of Cicero 
and Virgil ; but he placed lefe value on Horace, whom 
he rather }n6gs4 as a (Iri^ Chriftian than as a man of 
tafte, and whofe Epicurean morals effaced in his eyes 
Mie merit of the poet. , 

Whilc.5Qflact fed his siQjre jiu^crftandiqg vitb all 
the ofejefts wf knoM^cdge Stable to ^ itiiniftcr of the 
church, his heart, not lefs aflive, and which alfo re- 
quired an objefl worthy to fill it, formed itfelf to piety 
by frequent Yi(ks*o the abbey of kTrappe ; an abode 
which appears calculated to infpire the mod luke-warm 
with a conviAion of the ef&cacy of a lively and ardent 
faith in rendering dear the moft rigorous privations ; 
an abode which may afford even the philofopher inter- 
cftmg matter for refleflion on the nothiiignefs of gloiy 
and ambition^ the ^onibifiii^ns ^ t«ctre«Mnt) am #ie 
^ppinefs 4!i dbfetjint^. 

Boffiidt's talniite ^er the put^ 4ltfckrfi»d Ihetni^lv^ 
fdmoft BpoM his 'm^ncy. He was «BiidUiM!e(t is^ a fAie- 
iiom«5tiDii ^«a«)y lerif^at^y at ^e hmA 4e 'Rambeu^kt, 
where merit of all kinds /#^ fiMMAKJWd 16 «»p{ieflv, and 
was jlidgei of, w<ll or ill. fie «hei«) liefeve a fiumer- 
ous $m4 chofefi aiflefvibly) tntit « ferindti on a gken 
fub^, akN)ft widiout pteparatiM, ^m^ VrMi the £^ig4»- 
eft appk^fe. The pteacher was oi^ fisetten years old, 
and thet^^^ur was eleven at night j whkh gave ^occsk 
£o& «o Voityre, who abounded m pkiys of wer4s, t<> 
fay, thai he ha4 fiev«r heard lb €ariy ^ 4b late « fer^ 
mon. 

Together with fe oh rart takntsf for eloquence, ma- 
ture had eiidowed Boiftiet with a furodigems memory. 
He alo^e, wiebOHt reckomf^g many aether gt«at inea, 
would f^ffice to ref4i*e the *rke ^xiom concerning the 
antipathy between the memory and the judgment s an 
hxiam rep^a^ with^^ofr^lacency by perfom w^ ftat- 
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ter diemiisivcft that nas^oite httfiren them m jadgtnent 
what it fajM denied chein in piiemory. 

ISeftiiMd bf ufte and ch^nwEi^r to esoel in.eloquenoe 
ftnd cooMrt^^j Bofluet bore^ at it were^ the imprefii 
of taie&is fiiiied to thenrator and the dieologiaii. The 
^(mtoi the puipk diatiged as loon as he appeared. 
To the inckioeiietes which ddboifed, and the tekl tafte 
whk^ dagcaded it, he fiibftituted the force and digaitf 
winch becotoeChiiftian morality. He did not write hi^ 
fenB<m$t or,Taiiieri he wtoce <hem only in an abridged 
form. After ttieditating piofeimdly on hts fubje£l^ 
ho threw upon paper the principal heade ; and fotne* 
times he {Kit d^wn, one after the other, difRnatem* 
prelfiont of tine fame thought, of which, in the heat of 
aflion, he feiised that which firft oSered itfelf to the 
ii»pet4iolkjr of his career. ^His printed (ermons^ Af6 
vemakis of a prodtgiops number, (for he never Sprite 
pceached tb^ f^ine) are tather (he (ketches of a gyeat . 
mailer, dian 6ni(hf d pieces } but this renders diem the 
inore yaliiabk So thoie who delight in fach defigns » 
fee^ ra^ ftrokes and dafhci of a bold and free haad^ 
and the Mt tints^ of 4«earive enthufialm. This glow* 
ing and taptisrouB feenndity, which in the pulpit te^ 
femlUod infpiitttion,^ fnbdued and bow along all hear» 
ers% One 'Of thofe perfions who make a parade of their 
unbdief, wiAed t9 hear, or rather to brave him. Too 
proud so eonfefs Umfeif con^peved, buc too jnft to re- 
ftife the homage due to a great man, he exclaimed, on 
fearing she |lice, « This ciaaA to me iis the firft of 
preachers ) for I fed It is by him I fboald be oonwit^*^ 
od^ if I were ever to> be fa'* 

The fplendid fucccfs of Boffiiet foon cMried his rep* 
utatton tp court, where his fermons were heard with 
tranfporti Lewis XIV. a ftill better judge than his 
ooiiirtier«,did not delay to give him marks of his efteem < 
more f(ri)ftaa€ial than mere af^iaufes. Though the 
fltew orator of VerfaiUes prefented a. fped^te as novels 
from his conduA as his elocjnence, though he (hewed 
himfiilf on)y in the pulpit or at the foot of the akar^.^ 
aiked^ao favour,^ and^^Uhe almoftidl men of gfeat abi)^ 

' / bigitized by Google '^^ ' 



Z' 



t28. EULOGT OF 

ides, was neidier cautious nor fupple ; the recompenee 
he merited came to him fpontaneoufly in the folitude 
in which he lived at court, and the. king nominated 
kirn to the fee of Condom, Boflueti who faw in Bour-r 
daloue a tifipg fiicceilbr worthy of him, and formed 
on his own' model, lefigned the fceptre of Chriftian el- 
oquence into the hands of the iHuftrious rival to whom 
he had opened the path of glory,* and was neither fur-^ 
prifed nor jealous at feeing the difciple furpafs his maf- 
ter. He ioon confined himfelf to a particular fpecies 
in which he had neither fuperior nor equal, that of fu- 
neral orations. All of thefe which he has delivered 
bear the ftamp of the ftrong and elevated mind diat 
produced them ; all refound with thofe terrible truths 
which the powerful of* this world cannot too often 
hear, and which it is fo unfortunate and culpable in 
them to forget. There it is (to ufe his own words) 
that « all the gods of iht earth are feen degraded from 
their dignity by the hands of death, and fwallowed up 
in eternity, as rivers lofe their name and glory when 
l&ingled in the ocean along with the moft inconfidera« 
ble ftreams^." If, in thefe admiraUe difcourfes, the 
orator's eloquence is not every where equal ; if he even 
Ibmetimes appears to lofe himfelf, he excufes his devi^ 
ations by the immenfe height to which he foars. The 
leader feels that his genius demands unbounded ]iber<- 
erty for expanding itfelf in all its vigour ; and that die 
fhackles of fevere tafte, the details of punctilious cor-^ 
xeSnefs, and the dryncfs of perfeffc r^ularity, would 
only enervate his glowing and rapid eloquence. His 
bold independence, which feems to fpum every kind of 
fetters,, caufes. him fometimes to negleA even the dig- 
nified ftyk in his^ exprellions ( a happy negligence ! 
fince it animates and hurries on that vigorous career 
in which he abaadons himfelf to all the vehemence and 
energy of his fouL One might fuppofc that the tongue 
he ufes was created for him alone, that even in fp^eak- 
ing the language of favages he would have compelled 
admiration, and that he only required a fingle mod^ 
whatever it. wierej for transferring to the minds^of his 

hearer&.i 
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hearers 9II the grandeur of his owa ideas. Frigid and 
fcrupulou^icenforsy wbo, 10 the asidft of (b niaiay bcan^ 
ties, fhould prelerve tranquiUitjr. enough tp remarks 
few^otp, incapable of ^ff^dng tbeQi» might iieaa^ 
fweied in the worda of lord Bolingbroke* in'ahothtf 
fenfe applied to the duke of Marlborough, ^ He wa» 
fp^cat a AUo> chat I have forgot bis faults.^. 

This orator^ with all his fublimit)r« is alio pathetic^ 
but witbom lofis^ any of his grandeur ; for elevatbn, 
fcarceljr ciiinpatible with ingenious feSsemeiit, is capa^ 
ble of forming the happieft alliance witib fen&bUityp 
which it reisers niore interefting by ennobling it.-** 
BoiTuet, fays a celebrated writer, obtained the grcateft 
and moft ancommon of vi(lories, that of caofing the 
court to Qied tear^ at the funeral oration for Henrietta 
of England, dutchefs of Orleans. He was himfelf in* 
terrupied by fob% ae he pninouneed thefe words, which 
sure iiupreded upon every one's memory, and ate never 
thought too often repeated : <* O xo^ of dilaftety 
pigbi: of difmay, on which^ like a thunder*clap, the 
overwhelnjiit^ news burft forth, Madame is dying, 
Madame is dead !"t A^ibfter, but not jcis fubitOMS 
ilroke of fenfibility, is found in the Conclnding words 
of the funeral oration on the Great Conde. It waa 
this fine difcourfe that tcroiinated Boflbet's oratorical 
career ; and he finifbed with his unfter-pieoe \ in 
which it is to be regretted that heiias not been inu* 
tated by Several illuftrious men, iefs prudent or Ids 
forivir&ate than he. ^^Frinee," ikid he, addreffing hinw 
felf to the deceafcd hero,. ^ with you dnll end all thefe 
exar(ioi>s of the preacher : mfiiad of depbrmg the 
death of otber6, J will henceforth learn of you how to 
fuwiify my own 5 happy if, warned by thefe grey 
hair« of the acoount I am to render of my miniftry, I 
referve for the fiock committed to me to be fed with 
the WGsrd of life, the velks of a £uliBg voice, and of a 
' dying 

t The di£&rent^eniai of either the languages or manaers of the tw» 
nations, abfolofcety precludes in EnglUh the u^ in a ptfage oFinBIlm- 
ity, of th«t technical delignation of a perfob of rank, w&ch d«#iiOt 
o£feod a Frendt ett ia % titkjf Ma4»ai»'^^TtUknu^ 
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dying ardour.** The affefting conjun£fiori prcfcntecf 
in this picture between a great man who ha$ quitted 
the ftage, and another who is foon to difappear, pene- 
trates the foul with a foft and profound melancholy, 
by giving it a painful perception of the vain , and f ugi- 
live*fplendour of parts and renown> the mifery of Ae 
human condition,- and the weakness of an attachment 
to a life fo ihort and forrowful. 

Satiated with toils and triumphs, after* the death of 
the great Conde, heput in execution what he had de- 
clared on concluding that princess funeral oration; He 
Save himfelf up totally to the care and inftru<fliQn of 
lat diocefe which Providence had committed to him, 
and in the bofom of which he had refolved to finifli 
his days. Difgufted with the world and with gloryj 
he now, he faid, only afpired ««'tD be buried at the feet 
of his holy predcceffors." He no longer afcended the 
-pulpit but to preach to his people that religion, which, 
having fo long through his mout^ ftruck terror Into 
the fovereigns and great ones of the earth, • tiowi 
through«the fame mouth came to be the confolation of 
weaknefs and indigence. He even condcfcended tcr 
catechife children, efpecially thofe of the poor, nor 
thought himfelf degraded by this fun£lion, fo worthy 
of a bifliop. _ It was a rare and touching fpedacle to 
behold the great BoiTuet, transferred from the chapel 
of Verfailles to a village chutch, teaching the peafants 
to fupport their naisfortunes patiently, tenderly aflem- 
bling dieir young families around him, delighting in 
the innocence of the children and the fimpltcity of their 
parents, and finding in their words, geftures, and afiec- 
tions, that precious truib^ whkh he had vainly fought 
at court, and rarely found among the reft of mankind. 
Retired to his clofet as foon as he had any momeitts at 
his difpofal, he continued there to fulfil the dudes of 
paftor and father \ and his door was ever open to the 
affli£led who came to a(k advice, confolation, or 
relief. They were never fent away with the anfwer 
another very learned prelate* caufed to be given them 

— « My 
• H«ct, Biihop of Avrancfics. °^ ^ ^^ '' Google 
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— « My lord 18 at hi$ ftudies.'' The ftudjr of the gof- 
pe), which this^dious prelate ought to have preferred 
to any other, had taught Bofluet, that the obligation of 
all feafonsi to him who is to declare to men a Deity of 
goodnefs and juftice, is to open his arms to all who 
fufier, and to dry up their tears. 

It was in thefe labours of paftoral love that Bofluet 
ended his life, on April 12, 1704* honoured by the re- 
grets of the whole churchy whicii wiU preferve a dear 
and everlafting remembrance of his dodrine, his elo- 
quence, and his attachment. He has, indeed, received 
from it a kind of apotheofis, in the refpe£k paid to his 
works, the weight given to his authority in matters of 
faith, and the homage that all the parties which divide 
and lacerate the church have conftantly rendered to 
the name of the Biihop of Meaux. Religion, whofe 
mod courageous defender he ever was, appears by its 
fufFrage to have confirmed the eulogy which la Bruyerc 
was not afraid to give this great man in a full Acade- 
my, when, mentioning Bofliiet in his admiflion di£- 
courfe, he exclaimed, in a tranfport fliared by his au- 
ditors, « Let us anticipate the language of poftcrity— 
a father of the Church.** 



ADVERTISEMENT. 
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A HIS attempt to contey to the EngBlh reader 
feme idea of the eloquence of tbe Bifhop of Meaux, might, 
perhaps* be denomiAatedaB iduidgement^ rather than a tianf- 
laddn* 

The maiTf local and incidental pailkges atifing from the 
peculiar habits^ the popular opinions^ and religious perfua- 
iion of Franecy fo well underftood and felt hy the audience 
be^Mre which thefe Difoourfcd were delivered^ woidd pall up- 
on iht £ngliilrreade«y and deprefs that intereft the Tranf- 
iator. has endeayoured to excite. 

If the clerical ftudent (hould not find in the foIlJDwing 
Sermons a perfect model for compofitiony he will fee how a 
mind fiermented by genius prefles on the attention ; diffufing 
dignity round inferior obje6i89 i^edding fecundity on fterii 
materials) bodying forth aerial fubftances, animating com- 
mon topics infufing into reproaches a fevere delight^ alarm- 
ing the confident) appalling the guilty, cafting the fplendour" 
of convi6kion over what is obfcure, and hreathing a browner 
horror upon what is terrific. \ 
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S E R. M O N S. 

SERMON I. 



Preached on the firft Souday of Advent before the King. 



THE f^EGLECT OF SALVATION. 

Nona it is high time to awake out ofjleep. — Rom. chap* 

Xlll. V. 1 1, 

SHOULD I obtain belief, were I to fay that the 
who^ human race is plunged in a profound fleep \ 
that, even amidft the agitation of this fplendid court, 
the greater number are oppreffed with an inward leth- 
argy ? It is however an immutable truth, that he only 
is awake who is mindful of that great concern, his fal- 
vation. How many of this audience are unfortunately 
difeafed with this fomnolent affeflion 1 and who per- 
haps will not be excited at the alarming obje6l of this 
difcourfci ,. 

Let me dire£2 your atteijtion for one moment to na- 
ture's great concluding fcene ! when, at the terrific fo- 
lemnity of the defccndin/ God, aftonifhcd nature will 
be convulfed, and a deftrudive found will be heard, 
announcing the ruin of the world. May the terrible 
Judge whofe menaces I this day proclaim, endow my 
words with an energy powerful enough to roufe the in- 
attentive finncr, to break the bands of his lethargy 
•funder, and iilarm him into contrition \ 

It is an uncontefted point, which the facred writings 
eftablifh, and which experience juftifics, that the origin' 
of all our crimes, and of all our misfortunes, is, the want 
of reflciflion. If fometimes the virtuous, man, in the 
repofing calm of his paffions, inadvertently forfakes 
the helm^ and is lofl ; how diligent, how a£iive the fin- 
M ncc 
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ner (hould be In repairing the (h^wrecb ei his con- 
fcience ! There rt not a precept,, wttich iht Sbp of God 
fo often repeats and enforces as that which bids us 
watch and pray. The Epiftfcs, the Gof^els, every page 
of the New Teftament, cry out to us to be on our 
guard againft the unknown hour. 
• Whence is it that man, who is fo alive to his own , 
intereft, fo aftively attentive to his own concerns^ 
flibuW ttrrn al«ray Froittatt objeCl of faeh trc!iithd5«fcf 
importance, as God ! and his jnftice ! When I have 
endeavoured to trace the origin of this infatuation, and 
dive into the profound caufc of ihis infeiifibility, this 
obfervation has occurcd. The human mind being clo&d 
within the narrow circle of its own orbit, feels nothing 
ftrongly but what adls within that circle : and the 
prcfent difpofition, whatever it ihay be,lh4-ows its oSvii 
colouring on the tiirrounding bbjefts. Tkf choleric 
man, when he is uhdet the influence of exceffive paf- 
fion, thinks every peiffon participates of his rcfentment. 
The man whofe eyelids are dpprcifcd with dumber, 
thinks the world is at reft around him. A fimilar dc- 
lufion aftuates the finner, who, while he ftecls the kh*. 
guorof iftdiiFercnce,is apt to imagine t^zt the divine juf- 
tice partakes of the fame languor. But this is an error 
pregnant with moft fatal confequences. Let not the 
filence of God be mifconftrued iilto an approbation, 
his patience perverted to a pardon, and his forbearance 
affimilated to an oblivion. God "is patient, becaufe he 
is mctciful ; and, if his offer of mercy be rejefted, he 
ftill is patient, becaufe vengeance is in his {}dwer. 
They muft aft precipitately, who depend on the rapid- 
ity of the occafion. But Omnipotence, who, from the 
centre of his own eternity, fends forth the train of ages, 
while time, throughout its progrefs, is uhder his do- 
minion ; ^ that awful Being a£l:s not with precipitation, 
I have now to unfold a lefs obvious trutjh ; I wifli 
to imprefs you with the idea, that the quiet, the fcreni- 
, ty of mind which attends the habitual finner, is inflift- 
Cd on him as a punifhmcnt : behold a new mode of 
fengcance which the Deity affumes tohiihfelf. The 
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6tiMfitf ddigkted at the unreftrained courfe of his prof- 
perkf, img^ines he has nothing to apprehend ; from 
w^benfse airiffss that fata| fupiqenefs, that fleep of death, 
pf which I have fpo^en. This ft^te of mind is the 
griss^te(t of misFortuneS| becaufe it borders on the preqU 
pice of final inappnitence, and irretpediable de(tru<^ioiK 
The prophet IfaisJi reprefenta this misfortune undfr 
the figure of ^ cup, which he calls the cup of the ^rath 
of God !' The intoxicating liquor aieans their crimcf, 
9iid their licentious defines : they talle the poifondus 
potipo, ^nd the afcen^ing vapours darken the luilre of 
re^e^if^ : l^y wh^ch ifieans the foul dimly feeS| through 
an iQi^jeryening clo)id| the truths of religion^ andrthp 
tenible jttdgmen^ qi Gpd. They deplore, hQ^ver» 
their weakneft ; they caii a look of regret on the virtue 
they have abwdoncdy their confcienpe awakes, and 
iays, as ^t heave* a figh f]rppa tife I^art, Oh piety ! oh 
chaftity ! oh innocence I oh fanSity pf baptifm ! But 
ii^nfuality foon prei^ils over the fuggeftions of coi^-^ 
fcience : they t^ile again the inebriating cup, ihtir mpi^- 
tal powers ()ecrea(e, the light of reafpn dies away, s^n4 
darknefs reigns : neyertbelefs, amidft this incumbei^t 
arght, a glimin^ring ray fometim^s is feen, feme feeb^ 
recolle^lion of a God will arife amjdft this gener^ for- 
getfylnefs. They once more apply their lips to the fa- 
tal cup^ and behold the pernicious effe£ls, as they are 
difpljyed by the prophet. « Thy fons have fainted, 
t;\f y ^c at the head of all the ftreets." (Ifaiah, chap. 
li. V. 20'.) This is an image of finners, who having in- 
toxicated themfelves at tbc chalice of hpman delight, 
lofe all knowledge of God, and all confcioufnefs of their 
own fituation : they fin without remorfcy they remem- 
ber their crimes without fprrow, they repent without 
contrition, they rclapfe without fear, they perfevere 
without difquietude, and at length die without repent- 
ance. 

Beholdi ^h thou^tlefs men I your alarming ftate. 
While yoi)/ are indulging you^: inordinate defire^, you 
are drinking a long oblivion of your Creator : at the 
lame tiji^e^ theie ^ coU(S<9;ing- againft you in the ^ofom 
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of God, a mafs of hatred. *« Thou trcafurcft up unto 
thyfelf wrath againft the day of wrath,** (Rom* chajs 
ii. V. 5.) . That wrath will one day burft upon your 
head, and you will be awakcrted by its ezplofion, only 
for the purpofe of receiving your fcntencc. HafteUien 
from the wrath to come, and may my voice be the 
warning found to alarm you into rcfleftion ! ' 

Jefus Chrift commands the minifters of the Gofpel 
to announce to his people the danger of delay. I 
will therefore plead the caufe of this important truth, 
in the words, of the parable : «< Watch, therefore ; for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth come. But 
know this, that if the good man of the houfe had known 
in what watch the thief would come, he would have 
watchedj and would not have fufFcred his hoiifc to be 
broken up ; therefore be ye alfo ready, for in fuch an 
hour as ye think not the Son of Man cornetk. Who 
then is a faithful and wife fervant, whom his Lord hath 
made ruler over his houfehold, to give them meat in 
due feafon ? Blefled is thaj: fervant, whom his Lord, 
when he cometh, (hali find lb doing. Verily, I fay 
unto you, that he fhall make him ruler over all his 
goods. And if that evil fervant fliall fay id his heart. 
My Lord delayeth his coming, and (hall begin to fmite 
his fellow-fervants, and to eat and drink with the 
flrunken, the Lord of that fervant (hall come in a day 
' when he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is 
not aware of, and (hall cut him afunder, and appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites : tJierc (hall be 
' weeping and gna(hing of teedi.** 

This parable reveals to us, not only that the intent of 
our Saviour is to furprife us with an uncxpefted arriv*- 
al, but it alfo reveals to us, that the only method of. 
avoiding this calamity, is to be upon our guard, and to 
watcB without ccafing. Such is the counfel of God i 
fuch is the wife economy which the univerfal Father 
has eftablifhed in his family. It is his facred will, that 
his fervants (hould be vigilant, and perpetually atten- 
tive. For this purpofe he has ordained the even flow 
Qf time to be almoft imperceptible to our d>fervatiom 
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We piercpiyf pot its progrefs, as it (leal« along, nor the 
ravage it makes in its coyrfe. Time, fays St. Auftinj 
is a feeble imitation of eternity, and it endeayours tp 
fupply the want of confifteacy, by fupcef^on ; whe^ 
ogeL^ay is pafled, another fiicceeds fo exa£Uy ^mil^rj 
that we do not regret wh^t we have loft ; and thus it 
is that tim.e deludes us, and cqnce^Is from us its rapi^ 
ity. A long rej^ch of his Gourfe will, however, difcovr 
er the deception : the advancing infirmities of age bear 
teftimony that a great portion of our exiftence is al- 
ready ingulfed in his rapid ftream. In this vifible dep- 
redation of our better days, and even while timb is dai- 
ly defpoiling the human form, it flill afie^s to imitate 
eternity. * For as it is the charafteriftic of eternity tp 
continue things as they are, fo time adts its feeble imi- 
tation, by gradual advances, by leading us through a 
gently (loping, imperceptible defcent^ to fhe (hades of 
death, if ftiU you obftinately perfevere in the path of 
vice, let me a(k what it is that urges you to this infatu- 
ated condiffft i Do yoix forefec that, on feme future 
day, you will meet with a more favourable QCcafion ? 
Do yo|i expe& a gpfpel more accommodating ? a judge 
lefs fevere ? Po you expe^):. another paradife j? another 
hell ? When the palQon that is now the tyrant of your 
heart, {hall hav^ quitted its pofieOion, dp you imagine 
you will be more at liberty ! Will not the fatiated 
crime yield to a fucceiTpr, and the fecond to a third, 
and fo progreflively, till the laft link of iniquity willl^e 
fattened tp your coffin ? 

" I know thy works," fays the ApoC|to& ; «, thou 
haft a name, that thou liveft, and art ^Br' (Apoc. 
cha^. iii. v. i.) T^e tree which is dead, may (till oc- 
cupy its place. Behold yon fpreading oak, ftripped of 
Its leaves, naked and faplefs : death ha^ toUchedtits vi- 
tal part, and withered its roots i neverthelefs it main«^ 
tains its ftatlon, and extends its majettic branches ! 
Whoe;,vcr in this aifembly is addidled to habitual vice, 
let him here furvey his image. Altnqugh he is not 
fwept from the face of the earth, and plunged into the 
sijls of hell, yej God has with^r^wn his tjoly Spirjt 
* M a n ' ] ^^"^ 
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from him, and he is fpiritually dead. But of this audi- 
ence let me entertain a more cheering hope ; I will not 
'think that this day my voice has betn as an empty 
cymbal. I truft I have excited fome falutary emotion 
in your breafti and that yoti will, like the tree iii the 
opening of the vernal feafon, difplay fymptoms of ani- 
mation. The love of God muft be the leading princi- 
pic of this fptritual exiftence. Do not imagine that 
the avocations of life, the hurry of bnfin^f^, the de- 
mands of profeffional duties, or even the calls of inno*- 
cent amufements, are incompatible with this great com- 
mand. Any objedl which we have deeply at heart, 
frequently recurs to our niind, without forcing our at- 
tention, and without torturing our memory. Afk the 
mother if it be neceflary to remind her of her only 
child! 

Illttftrious monarch ! you whom we behold indefati- 
gably occupied with the duties of your exalted ftation^ 
I offer you this day an employment of a more exalted 
nature — ^the fervice of God ! For what, Snr, will it avail 
you to have lifted fo high the glory of your country ? 
to have ftretched her celebrity to the remoteft parts of 
the globe ? that you have rendered the moft ancient 
kingdom the moft formidable ? that you have occupied 
the world with your name ? unlefs you diretl your 
mind to works which are of eftimation in the fight of 
God, and which deferve to be recorded'in the book of 
kfe? 

I mentioned in a former part of tins difcburfe the 
terrors w||^^are to ufher in the laft day, when the 
•Saviour oWR world will appear in tremendous majfcf- 
ty, and fend judgment unto viftory. Reflieft, if the 
ftars are then doomed to fall, if the glorious canopy of 
the heavens is. to be rolled together as a fcroU, how will 
thofc works endure which arc conftrufted by man ? 
See the fiery deftfuQion ruihing on- towns, fortrefles', 
citadels, palaces,., till the whole globe becomes a general 
c^onflagration, and fhortly after a mafs of cinders. 

Can you. Sir, affix any real grandeur to what muft 
-one day be blended with the duft ? Elevate then your 
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mind, and fill the page of your life with other records^ 
with other annals* -v 

Let me remind this audience^ before I conclude, that 
the motives which now urge us to defift from the pres- 
ent coutfe of our*life, become every day more cogent ! 
Death advances^ habititat fin is gaining ground, and 
our heaks are petrifying. '« Now/* fays the Apoftl^ 
<« is our falvation nearer than we believed.*' If our fal- 
vation approaches, our damnation approaches aifo : 
they advance together, and one or the other muft be 
our eternal deftiny. Let us all embrace the falvatioA 
ofiered us by fo merciful aSaviour, who came into the 
world full of grace and truth. Let us be faithful to 
his grace, and attentive to his truthi in order that vm- 
may participate of bis glory. 



SERMON IL: 

THE CIKCUMCISION. 



Tbcu Jbalt call his name Jefusyfor hejhallfave his peopk 
from their Jins. ^^M.ztt. ch. I. v. li. 

rnrtHIS day the Gk)d of Ifrael makes his firft e»- 
H - trance into- the temple : this day the High Prieft, 
of the NewTeftamenti the Sovereign Sacrificer, rc- 
figns himfelf into the hands of the pontifical fuccefibra 
of Aaron, who was an emblem of his pri||thood : the 
Grod of -Mofes bows to the hw of MolW*: the Ineb- 
FABLE condefcends to receive a name {rom the lips of 
man, at the infligation of the Holy Spirit. Surround- 
ed thus with myfteries, to which fubiime fubjeA (hall 
I diredl my attention ? Shall I fpeak of the circumcifion 
ef the Saviour, or (hall I dwell on the name of Jefus ? 
riiat name-wiiich is the delight of heaven, and of earth; 
that name which is our only coitfolation, as we wander 
dirough the pilgrimage of life. - This venerable tem- 
2^1 which k dedicated to that holy-name^ and a cer- 
tain 
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fpixk iop^c gb^wiog at, myhaart, urge mie topro)- 
nounce the name of Jefus^ and unfold (tf my I^iumbk 
WQiqe dare prcfume) itp p^yfteripu^ exaeUen^e — ^Jefus^ 1 
4iat ift tQ fayj .S^v^our ! a nam? diat embiai:€S| in the 
f^pft e^tcniive fenfe> benevolence ^nd cbarky. Let me 
jkhen proclain) the glory whicb pertains to tbe Ilcdeem- 
/BT, for having exercifed fo great 4 mercy in our behalfy 
in faying us by the eiFufion of his predous bipod. Let 
Ais hallowed roof refound with the naopte of Jefus f 
W^e our eyes fuffidently fptritualized and divefted of 
the ob&uring film of mortality, we ihould behold aor 
gels crowding this temple, and we ihould fee them 
reverently bow, whenever we pronpunce the name q£ 
jefus* 

As man is made to refemble, in feme inftan^c^s, the 
brute creation! fo is he confciousof a difpofition which 
takes a more exalted aim, and unites him almoil with 
the nature of celeftial, intelligences. True as it may 
be, that^he foul is degraded, and preffed down with 
the weight of its material inveftment, neverthelefs die 
Apoftle, preaching to the Athenians, infornis them, 
that man is allied to God ! *< We are alfo his offspring.*^ 
The Divine Creator, in compaffioa to man, whom he 
lias formed aher his own image, lets fall on his feul 
fomc fcintiHations of that flame which glows in the 
ie^aphic breaft. It i^ worthy of remarlc, that we no 
iodner afrive at the age of reafpn, than the opening 
Jaaind is -endowed wi^h a k|nd of ipfpircitiqn, which 
brings with it a conicioufnefs of Grqd. In all our af- 
flidlions, in all our ws^^t^, does not a fecret in(lin£b 
prompt ^s to caft our eyes tohe^V^ti, as if we ^ere 
convinced that there refides the Arbiter pf hum^n e- 
rents i This ia the homs^ge the Pagans paid tp God, 
without knowing him. It is, as TertuUian excelfeatly 
^bfervesi the Chriftianity pf nature^ 

Befi4cs this natural elevation <^ the mind to God, 
there is alfo in man afi ipipulfe (fpringit^ up from the 
bofom of his nati;Hf^) which Iead& him tp focial inter- 
courfe ; hence that communication, that mental 90a)- 
a^exce tbrou^ the prg^^s pf %«9d^ Thi^e »re the 
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two propenfkiea which aftuate the whole human racfe r 
from the firft arifes religion 5 from the other, fociety. 
But as every thing human tends to perverfion, unlefs" 
reftrained by the hand of difcipline, it was ne<;ef&ry td 
edabliih a fotm of government, ethbracing profane, as 
well as more exalted obje£ks : without the one, religion 
would be fubverted } and fociety would* degenerate in- 
to confufion without the other. Hence arofe thbfe two 
legitimate autfiorities, royalty, and^ the order of prieft^ 
hood. The Roman emperors, thofe lords of the earth, 
thought they (hould acquire an acceffion of dignity^' 
by adding the title of Sovereign Pontiff to the magnify 
cent appellations of Auguftus and of Ca&far; apd when 
I behold thofe monfters of the human race, a Nero, a 
Caligula, performing the duties of priefthood, I cannot 
help declaring that the gods of ftone and of bronze, 
the adulterous and parricidal deities which blind anti- 
quity adored, were worthily ferved, and their altars 
worthily attended, by fuch infamous raipifters. 

But thou, oh Jefus, King of the Chriftian world f 
oh^ Pontiff of the true God ! be thou this^ay exalted F 
oh, exercife this day your royalty, by the-difpenfation 
of yourgrase, and exercife your priefthood by the ex- 
piation of our crimes. We now commemorate the 
day on whfch the Son of God received the name of 
Jefus, and yielded to the firft effufion of his blood : 
they who are fcandalized at the fhedding of this facred 
blood, they who imagine th^ violent death he endured, 
was the tacit avowal of his imbecility, are very imper- 
feftly initiated into the myfleries of Calvary ! The crofs 
is the throne of our heavenly King ! and the altar of 
our heavenlv Pontiff I Oh S<iviour, oh Paftor of our 
fouls J let rail one fanflfifying drop of thy blood on 
thefe lips, which are to utter fo often the adorable 
name of Jefus. 

I (ball not dwell upon the miftaken notion which 
even the Apoftks affixed to the charafter of the Meffi- 
ah, but fhall endeavour to explain the fentiments which 
the holy Jefus entertained upon that fubjeft. Fcannot 
obfcrve, without an emotion of aftonifhincnt, the con* 
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d%(k of ii^ Son of 6pd in this pankolar ; I|eel8if]% 
diTOttgh the CQurfe of his miniftry difplayingt evea 
ynth parade, the lowlinefs of his conditiqn ; aad vheii 
Ae hour approitfJies iirhich is to terminate in hisdeatib, 
ike word Glory dwells on his lips^ and he diibourfeft 
with his difcip}e$ of nothing but his greatnefs. Oa 
the ere pf hia ignominious dea(h» y^hen thiQ traitor Ju^ 
lias had juft gpne from him big^ith his execrad^le iiit 
tention, it was then the Saviour of the world qrie4 out 
^th a divine ardour» *' Nqw is tb^ iSk>n of Man glorig** 
^•" Tel) -me in what manner is he goin^ ^be glpfl-r 
fied i what means the emphatic word novf f Is he to 
vife abpve this cloudss land from thence to launch yea«- 
geanc^ cp his foes ? or is the angelic hierarchy, £^^ 
apbs» dofninationSf principalities^ and powers \ ,W de- 
scend from high, gnd pay him inftant adoration ? Ah, 
no I hjs is going to be degradedj to fubmit to jexprnci- 
tting pain, and to eypire with n>alefa£):or8f This ie 
what he denomina^ his glory \ this is what he eC- 
leema his triumph. Behold him as he m^kes his en- 
trance into Jerufalem, riding on an afs. 'Ah» (%rif« 
^p^ ! let us not be afh.amed of our Heavenly King ; 
Jet thp fceptic, thjs deiil deride, if they pleaff, this hxxm.^ 
hie ^pearauf^e <jf the Son of Gpd ; but I will tdl hu- 
maii arrogance, that this lowly exhibition was worthy 
of the, King who c^me into this world, in order to des- 
grade, to cru(h beneath his feet all terreftrial grandeur I 
I do not mean, however, to call your attention tp this 
poin^. Behold ! behold ! what a concourfe of people 
of all ages,, of all conditions, precede his entranpe into 
Jeriifalem, with branches of palm-trees in their hands, 
in the ,a^ of es^ultation ; how the sur refounds with 
thefe acclamations : " Hofanna to the Son of David ! 
blS^fled is he that cometh in the name qf the LoxD ;^ 
Hofanna in the higheft t*' Whence is this fudden 
change, fo oppoQte to his former cxmduf); I yfth^x^c^ is 
it, that he now courts applaufe, whom we fee, in aqothi- 
er part of the Gofpel,'retiri»g to the fuimnit of a folir 
f ary mountain, to efcape from ihe folicitations of the 
mukiai$l^> who ai&mbJ9l^ from all db^ neighbouring 
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c!)$^ attd yilhgesy for the [mrpidfe of eteAitig Mmdieif 
.fehg ? He hdw liftens with cottiplacency to die ped^ 
pte, Who- ftceoft hinl witSi that ti^te. The jealous Fluir'L 
iftts ^ndealrour to imjpofe fiktice on the mcrttitude $ but 
oiit Savioitt replies, << If tfaefe fliould hxHd their peace^ 
the ftcHo^ vir*oakl immediately cry oat.'* Let me agaia 
repeat) itrbeiiee is this abrupt diange of condifft ? Hi 
aj^proves of .What he lately abhdtted ; he accepts what 
he lately tfe|e<£led. The laft^me he entered JerufiSem^ 
it was in order to die ; and in confonance with the fen^ 
iiniehts Of the Mel&h, to die is to teigfi. How digni- 
fied Was his cohdud through the whole procefs of hia 
paffioni how auguft his depertment at the tribunal of 
Pilate i Did he not }iumble the majefty of the Romail 
fafc^, by the dignity of filence ? Let Pilate return info 
the pitTtorium, for the.purpofe of interrogating ouir 
Saviour ; he will make no reply, but to one queftion i 
the Roman prefident fays, « Art thou a King ?" Th* 
Son of Ood, who had difdained to utter any anfwer til. 
the other quefltons (tf his judge, no fdoncr heaird hil 
title to royalty mentioned, than he abruptly replies, 
« Thou faycft that I am a King 5 to this end was I 
born ; arid for this caufe came 1 into this world, that 
I ihould bear witnefs unto the truth.*' Yes I I com- 
preheiki you, oh my Saviour, oh my King ! !t is your 
glory to fuiFer for the love of your people, and you will 
not claim the fceptre, till you are going, by the means 
of a viftorious death, to deliver your fubjefts from e- 
terftal flavery. Let heaven and earth burft forth intb 
li fong df praife. You, oh faithful and happy fubjefks 
of the Saviour King, you who have been regained and 
conquered to his prote(5Hon, at fo high a price, what 
gratitude, what loyalty, what affeftion can ever repay 
lift- magnitude of fuch a benefit ? It is not the palace^ 
the throne, the gorgeous accompaniments of royalty^ 
that lead my imagination captive. But when I behold 
(in whatever country) a whole people expediing and 
receiving proteftion and liberty from the hand of a 
monarch 5 when I view a civilized ftiite 5 when I fee 
the ia^d cultivated 5 when Ir&e tlve freedom of the 
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ocean Hfireftrained ; when I fee every perfon linng 
unmokfted beneath his peaceful roof } when I behold 
die t^ys of royalty, .like, tbe funbeams, darting their 
falotary influence over the ren\oteft part of the king- 
dom i theUf then, my underftanding moves a willing 
captive round thi^ gloriQU^ fpe^V^cle. Send now your 
capacious view over the. whole globe, and" you wiQ 
find that the difpenfation of bkffingSj fo prOfufely (bat- 
tered, and fo widely difleminatedj is the gift of our ce- 
kftial King. 

Bat to the virtuc^its fubjeAs he is 0ili a more liberal 
Monarch ; through him they not only live, but enter* 
Cain a hope of fujture feUcity, a hope of reigning 
Ihemfelves ; for fuch is the munificence of our celef- 
^ial King^ that in his couit every brow is to be eocir* 
<:led with a diadem. Attend to Uie beautiful hymn of 
the twenty-four elders, who rcprcfcnt, perhaps, the af- 
femblage of the faithful of the Old and New Tefta- 
ment ; twelve reprefent the patriarchs, the fathers of 
the fynagogue, and the other twelve reprefent the 
twelve apoftles, the princes and the founders of the 
church : obferve that the elders are cro^^ned, that they 
fall proftrate in humble adoration before the Lamb^ 
fioging, '< Thou haft made us unto our God kings and 
priefts, and we fliall reign upon the earth." Let mc 
jtik this Chriftian audience, if human grandeur dare 
«nter into competition with the fplendour of this celef- 
tial court f Cyneas, the ambafTador of Pyrrhus, ia 
/peaking of ancient Rome, fays that he beheld in that 
imperial city as many kings as fenators ! But our God 
calls us to a more refplendent exhibition : in this court, 
in this nation of ele^ed kings, in this triumphant city, 
whofe walls are cemented by the blood ef Chrift, I do 
not only affirm that we (hall behold as many kings as 
fenators, but I aflfert that there will be as many kings 
as inhabitants \ The King of the world adinits to die 
participation of his throne the people whom he had 
xedeemed with his blood : oh, f^cred blood, advanta- 
gcoufly cffufed I oh, fpotlefs life, benevolently refign- 
<ed ! oh, yi£torious death ! oti, triumphant degradation J 
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Let me now dircft your notice to the crofe^ on 
which was difplayed this infcription, in three languages: 
« ye/us of Nazarethi King of tie Jenvs.^ It is true that 
Pilate wrote thefe words in oppofition to the Jews. 
This complacent judge, who facrificed the innocent 
Jelus left he (hould ofiend the fynagogue, becomes of 
a fudden obftinately determined to prefcrve three or 
four words which he wrote without any defign» and 
which appeared of fo little importance. Oh God of 
my Saviour, I here behold thy fecret interpofition j it 
was thy will that the royalty of Jefus ftiould be pro- 
claimed from the ignominious crofs on which he ex- 
pired. The infcription is written in Hebrew, which is 
the language of the people of God ! it is written in 
Greek, which is the language of the learned \ and it is 
written in Latin, which is the language of the empire 
of the world 1 Inventors of the arts, oh Grecians ! in- 
heritors of the promife of God, oh Jews ! lords of the 
world, oh Romans ! draw near, read this pregnant in* 
fcription, and bend before your King : the time ad-' 
varices, when this unpitied, deferted Sufferer will call 
to his ftandard all the inhabitants of the earth. Let 
me yield to the exultation that now warms my bofom, 
while Tcrtullian informs me, that in his days, in the 
infancy of the church, the name of Jefus was univer- 
fally adored : " We form," fays that illuftrious per- 
fonage, <« almoff the greateft number in every town. 
Pars pdsne major civitatis cujufque.** The invincible 
Parthians, the antinome Thracians, Xo caltel Ijy the an- 
cients in confequence of their refradlory natifre, which 
difdained the reftraint of law ; thefe ardent, undifciplin- 
cd minds, fubmitted to the yoke of Jefus. The Medes, 
the Armenians, the Perfians, the remote Indians, the 
Moors, the Arabs, the extenfive provinces of the Eaft^ 
Egypt, Ethiopia, Africa, the wandering Scythian, the 
favage inhabitant of Barbary, embrace the humanizifig 
dockrine of Chrift. England, inacceffible from its im- 
mortal bulwark; the ocean ; " even on the ihore of 
this ifle," fays Tertullian, "the faith of Chrift has 
landed.** The Britifti coaft, which the ftately (hips of 
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the wariike Romans approached with cautton, with 
peril, and with laboor^ the boat of the holy fifliermaa 
found of eafy accef^. Shall I not mention the inhab- 
itants of Spain, the warring nation of the Gauls, and 
the ferocious Germans, #ho were accuftomed to boafl: 
that they never would confent to fear, unlefs the cano>- 
f y of the heavens (hould fall upon their beads ? evea 
thefe tygers crouch fubmiifiire to the Lamb. Rome^ 
imperial Rome, that proud city, drunk with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jefus ; even ihe lays her fceptre at 
the foot of the crofs ! Oh, facred inftrument of oar 
fahration ! thy form (hall be ere£led over every tern* 
pie, thy form (hall be the ornament affixed to every 
diadem. 

Allow me to imagine for an inftailt, that an angel, a 
'Celeftial herald, fuddenly made his appearance in die 
midfl: of this ailembly, ami that, accofting this audience, 
he (hould fay, « How long will ye halt between two 
opinions ? If the God of Iflrael is the true God, he it 
is who claims your adoration : if Baal is God, then let 
him receive your homage/^ Brethren, let me inform 
you that the minifters of the Gofpel are alfo heralds 
and mefiengers of the <3od of Hofts : I then demand 
of all who are Hftening to this difcourfe, and I prefer 
the fame queftion to myfelf, Why do ye bait ? if Je- 
fus is your King, why is he not obeyed ? if the prince 
of darkne(s is your king, why does he not receive y5ur 
allegiance ? You (hudder at this execrable propofition ; 
I hear you fay, << Jefus, Jefus, is the King, and the 
Lord of our ^ScGtion/* I neverthelefs repeat the queC- 
tion. Why do ye halt ? •< If,'' fays the Lord, by the 
mouth of his prophet, « I be a Father, where is mine 
honour ? if I be a Mafl:er, where is your fear ?'' (MaU 
achi, chap, i.) Inform me which I am to believe, your 
MTords, or your adions ? The Son of God commands 
ns to approach the Fath^ in poverty of fpirit ; why 
are we then encircled by a .troop of licentious defires i 
He commands us to excrcife benevolence towards one 
another ( but the fiend Envy refidiog in our brealtt 
prompits tts to fpeak the language of calumny, and 
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pampelr the appetite of infatiable enmity ; ftfid whi}e 
the hand of profufion is wafting oor treafaret in vain 
does the Son of God command us to relieve the poor* 
If then Jefus is your Ktng» pay to him the homage of 
your afiions, as well as erf your words i and if the printe 
of darknefs is your king, add, without cooitraint, the 
homage of your words to your actions. But heaven 
and earth forbid we fhould ever make this facrilegioiM 
choice. Let us conclude with renewing our Vow of 
allegiance to our celellial King. Oh, Jefus { oh» R03F- 
al Mafter, to whom we fo juftly and exclufively belong, 
who has redeemed us with the price of unutterable 
love and unbounded charity, mre acknowledge thee to 
be our Sovereign $ we offer thee this day a folemn ded- 
ication of ourfelves ; thy law (haH be the law of our 
hearts* I wiU fing thy praifes 5 I will never ceafe pro- 
claiming thy mercies ^ I vow to thee eternal fidelity ; 
*dttd in this entire confetration of myfelf to thy fervice, 
may I live, and may I die 1* 



***ffW 



SERMON III. 
TBB FsmncnoM ob the christiak doctrine,' 

TRUTH is a queen who may be faid io inhabit her 
own excellence, who reigns invefted witk her 
own native fpleiidour^ and who is enthroned on her 
own grandeur, and on her own felicity. This queen 
condefcending to reign in this world for the good of 
ftian, our Saviour came down ftom abote to eftaUifh 
her empire upon earth. Human reafon jb^not confult- 
W in* the eftabliflbment of her empire. Rdying on 
herfelf, on her celeflral origin, on her infallible author^ 
ity, {he fpeaks, and demands belief ', (he publithes her- 
edi&s, and exafls fubmiffion : (he holds out to our af- 
fent the fubKme and incomprefaenfible uAion of the 
moft bkied Trinitf : flie^ptodainib a- man-God 1 and 
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ihows him to us extended on a crofs^ expiring in igiio* 
xniny and pain, and calls upon human reafon to bow 
down before this tremendous myftery. 

The Chriftian religion, not refting her caufe upon 
the principles of human reafon, rejefts alfo the mere- 
tricious aid of human eloquence. It is true, hovi^ever, 
the Apofties, who were her preachers, humbled the 
dignity of the Roman fafces, and laid Ihem at the foot 
of the crofs ; and in thofe very tribunals to which the 
Apoftles were fummoned as delinquents, they made 
their judges tremble. In the Afts of the Apoftles we 
read, as Paul « reafoned of righteoufnefs, temperance, 
and judgment to come, Felix trembled.*' Tell me, 
which is the judge, and which is the prifoner ? «< Felix 
trembled, and anfwered. Go thy way for this time*; 
when I have a convenient feafon I will call for thee/* 
It is not the accufed who folicits a refpite, it is the ter- 
rified judge who pfopofes a delay to the criminal who 
(lands before him. Thus did the Apoftles conquer 
idolatry, and prefent their converts as willing captives 
to the true religion. ,But they accomplifhed this end, 
not by the artifice of words, by the arrangement of fc- 
duiflive periods, and the magic of eloquence : they ef- 
fecled their purpofe by a fecret perfuafive power, which 
imprefTes, ah, more than impreifes, which enchants the 
underftanding. This power, this enchantment, being 
derived from Heaven, preferves its efficiency even as it 
pafles through the lowly ftyle of unadorded compofi-* 
tion, like a rapid river, which, as it courfes through the 
plain, retains the itnpetuofity which it acquired from 
the mountain whence it fprung, and from whofe lofty 
fource its waters were precipitated. 

Let us then form this conclufion, that our Saviour 
has revealed to us the light of the Gofpel, that day* 
fpring from on high, that celeftial gift by means wor- 
thy of the Giver, and at the fame time by means the 
moft confonant with the demands of our natufe. »Sur- 
rounded as we are with error, and diftrafted with un- 
eertainty, wi do not require the aid of a doubting acad- 
emician. But we &^i in piteous need of a God to 

illuminate 
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illumiflrate our refearcheit. The path of reafon 18 cir- 
cuitous, and perplexed with thorns. Purfuit prefup- 
pofes diftance, and' argument indecifion. As the prin- 
ciple of our condu£k is the objedl of this inquiry, it i$ 
necefianr to have recourfe to an immediate and immu** 
faUe belief. The Chriftian has nothing to inveftigate, 
becaufe he finds every thing in his faith. If the arti- 
cles of faith which Chrfft propofes to his acceptance 
are too immeafurahle for the narrow capacity of his 
intclle£l, they may ftill be embraced by the expanfive 
fubmiflion of his belief. 

Let us dwell on a theme fo interefting ; let us ftill 
direO: our view to thofe divine features which proclaim 
the celeftial origin of our religion ! When (be firft de* 
fcended from above, did flie not come as an unwelcome 
vifitant ? Rejedion, hatred, and perfecution, met her 
in every walk 5. nevcrthelefs flie made no appeal to hu- 
man juftice, no application fo the fecular power : (he 
enlifted defenders worthy of her caufe, who, in their 
facred attachment to her intereft, prefented themfelves 
to the ftroke of the executioner in fuch numbers, that 
perfecution grew alarmed, the law blufhed at its own 
decree, and princes were conftrained to recall their 
fanguinary edicts. It was the deftiny of Truth (if I 
may be allowed the expreffion) to ereft her throne in 
oppofition to the kings of the earth. She did not call 
for their afliliance when flie laid the foundation of her 
own eftablifhment 5 but when the edifice rofc from its 
foundation, and lifted high its impregnable towers, fbe 
then adopted the great for her children ; not tliat flic 
ftood in need of their concurrence, but in order to caft 
an additional luftre on their authority, and to dignify 
their power. At the fame time our holy religion main- 
tained its independence ; for, when kings are faid to 
prote£l religion^ it is religion who protects them, and 
is the firmefl: fupport of their thrones. I appeal for 
the afccrtainment of this fa£l to ccclefiaftical hifljo- 
ry, which Ifnay be called the hiflory of the reign of 
Truth. The world threatened, while truth continued 
firm and immutable. Herefy polluted the coutfe, the 
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fpring retained its purity : fcifm wouaded tht hqlj 
form of the churchy while truth remained inviolable. 
Many were feduced» the weak were oirerco'aie> the 
ftrong were fhaken : an Ofius, an Origen, a TertuUian, 
and others^ fuppofed to be the pillars of the faered edi- 
iice, all fell ignoininioufly, while the white column: 
ftood immoveable. 

What rebellious fpirit will dare reCft an authority 
.thus eftablifhed ? and how can it but excite n|y afton- 
ifliment, that in a Qiriftian kingdom of fuch long du- 
ration, fo many arc found who renounce the Gofpel ! 
Am I unfortunately doomed^ wherever' I go, to meet 
with thefe mental libertines, thefe rafli cenfurers of the 
jcounfels of God ? thefcL ignorant blafphemers, who, 
as St. Jude expreiles himfctf, " fpeak evil of thofe 
things which they know not ?" They are twice dead, 
according to the fame Apoitle, becaufe they are with- 
out charity, and becaufe they have deftroyed thdjr faith : 
« trees," fays the Apoftle, "without fruit, twice desul^ 
plucked up by the roots>" and cqnfequemly fevered 
from the church. 

You who think yourfelves endowed with a fagacity 
to pervade the fecrets of God, approfich, and unfold to 
us the rayfteriea of nature : the whole creatioa is 
fpread out before you j choofe your theme l- unravel 
what is at a diftancc, or devclope what is near ;. ex- 
plain what is beneath your feet, or illuftrate the won- 
derful luminary which glitters over your head. What I 
does your reafoning capacity ftagger in the very thrcfli- 
hold ? Poor, prefumptuous, wandering, erring travel- 
ler, do you erpe£); tlut aa unclouded beam: of truth- is 
to illumwiate your path ? Ah, be no moyc deceived I 
advert to the dark tempeftuous atmoftphere diffafed 
over that country through 'which we are all travelling ; 
advert tathe weaknefs, the imbecility of our reafoning 
power J ami until the omnifcient God (hall remove the 
gbfcuring veil that hangs between heaven and earth, 
let us not reje£l the falutary aid "and foothiig interven- 
tion of faith. 

I now Uini from the infidel,, and dire^fl. my view, to 
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the carelefs^ inattentive man. The votaries of indo- 
lence arcj perchance, as numerous as the votaries of 
infidelity. Lulled, as It were, into a kind of apathy^ 
they icarcely know whether they arc believers» or un- 
believers. They are ready to embrace any opiniooy 
provided they are left unmoldled in the purfuit of a 
voluptuous life. The deifts obtain no credit from the 
voluptuaries I am now defcribing ; not that they cenfure 
the opinion of the deift, but becaufe they regard e^ry 
thing with a fomtiolent indifierence, except pleafure and 
bufinefs. I will endeavour to roufe their lethargic in- 
fenfibility, and provoke their attention, by prefenting 
to their view the unfading charms of die Chriftian 
morality. 



PART THE SECOND. 

They who raflily afiault the Chriftian do£lrine, ar« 
ready to acknowledge the purity and the perfe£lion of 
it$.moral< tendency : but faith and morality are two ex^ 
cellencies which are infeparable. Two funs are as 
unnecefiary in religion, as in nature ; whoever is fent 
by God to illuminate our moral condud, the fame 
perfpn is undoubtedly empowered to communicate the 
belief whieh ought to accompany the moral conduct ; • 
and in my opinion, the Son of Ged difplays a higher 
proof of his divinity in direfting the march of morale 
ity, than in commanding the bed-rid to walk. He 
mofk afluredly is more than man, who, amidft the crow J 
of preffing errors, contending pafiions, difeordant opin* 
ions, diver&fied fancies, ever-varying conceits, and in* 
creafing uncertainties, could point out the infallible 
line of conduft. Thus to^ reform is to create ; and 
the fame wifdom muft have affiiled at the bu-th of fuch 
mora] excellence, as formerly pprefided at the creation 
of the world. 

How imperfeft is the attempt that ancient philofo- 
phy mad»to draw the portrait of moral excellence ! If 
on her canvafs fome faint appearances of beauty dawn, 
haw. the colouring fades before the chaftc, but glowing 
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charm of our dWmc original I I now propofe to hold 
to your view this obje£t of legitimate adoration^ and 
point out the leading features of Chriilian morality. 

The great charafteriftic excellence is, her referring 
man to his Creator, In tl^e moft extenfive fcnfc— root, 
branch, and fruit i that is to -fay, his nature, faculties^ 
apd adlions. In this dedication of ourfelves to God, 
this moral prompter tells us we are his viAims, and (he 
therefore comm'^nds us to reftrain our licentious paf- 
fions, thofe fubtile feducers of our reafon : flie enters 
the clofeft receffes of the heart, to extinguifli even a 
rpark, left it might kindle into a flame : Che (Irangles 
infant rcfentment, left it fhould gro\v up to a gigantic 
enmity ; from the impulfe of jealoufy (he reftrains the 
wandering eye, for fear flie fhould lofe the heart. Her 
whole purfuit is to render our material part fubmiffive 
to the mind, and the mind fubmiffive to God: This, 
in SL word, is the /aerifia which is required of us. 

Let us now confider the inftttutton of marriage, from 
whofe chafCe rites ourSanourhas precluded theap* 
proach of polygamy, ^fiedlon is no longer permitted 
to ftrly^rom her firft objeft^ while, through the con- 
fecrated union of two hearts, flow domeftic concord 
and family attachment. Our Saviour having replaced 
this holy inftitution on its primitive ground, Purity 
watches at the facred couch, and Human Nature re- 
fumes her dignity. 

The next religious obligation is our obedience to the 
authority of princes and of magiftrates. TertuUiaa 
remarks how ftridly this duty was obferved by the 
Ghriftian converts : he fays to the minifters of the em- 
perors^ « The number of your enemies decreafcs from 
the growing multitude of Chriftians." 

This is a faint (ketch of the Chriftian morality : 
what perfedion is difilifed through the whole fyftem^ 
reaching equally every p^rt'f He is the enemy of man^^. 
kind who rejeils the Gofpel. Jefiis Chrift has reared 
bis moral precepts upon the foundation of faith ; 
and when fo perfeft an edifice attrafts our notice, (hall 
wc telt the Divine ArchiteA that the foundations are 
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infecure ? fiiall we not rather conclude, from die beaii« 
ty and ftrength of the fuperftrudure, that the faipe 
wifdom has attended to that part which is out of view ) 
As for myfelf, I am ready to confefs that my reaioA 
fubmits, and that my heart furrenders its affe£lions to 
this holy inftitution. The moral excellence alone of 
Chriftianity would impel me to embrace its faith : this 
faith and this morality are pledges of one another : they 
form a facred alliance, an indiflbluble union, which 
the power, the malice, the ingenuity of herefy can 
never tear afunder. 



SERMON IV. 

Preached before the Kiog. 

ADVERl'XSEMENT, 

The Urttfe tnd tmreftnined rqf>roadies whidi the indtgnaat Onior 
utters in the foUoiyiag Bifcourfe againft the diftingiiUbed part of hit 
audience, moft not be underftood as a formal accufatioD againft the 
Fkrench nobility, for a wilfal inattention to the poor. '^Tbere being' 
Bo eftabliflied proYifion for that unfortunate cla6 of fociety, the 
Preachers thought it incumbent upon thelli to enforce the ttpict uf 
chanty with a peculiar energy. 



IMPENITENCE. 

^ ^he rich man ajfi Jiedf and was buried. — St. Luke, chap. 

\ xn. V. a2. 

X HAD propofed to have drawn from this text two 
Jj^ diftinS difcourfes, one on the life of the rich man, 
the other on his unfortunate end ; but it occurred to 
me, that if I did not bring to view the death of the rich 
man conne£led with his life, there might be fomc in 
this aflembly, who would a\Tiil thei^felves of this divif- 
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ioAf and Teparate what is irrcfi^ibly conneded, by en- 
teitaintng the prefumptuous hope, that they would 
be able in their old age, or on the confines of the 
graTC} to atonfe for the irregularities and vices of their 
paft hfe. I come here this day to combat that dcluGve 
opinion, and I wifti to imprefs, to engrave On your 
mind, this rigorous but falutary truth, that a vicious life 
inevitably terminates in a death of impenitence" 

As at the clofe of a theatrical exhibition, the leading 
perfonage does not aflame a new charader, why (hould 
we look for an inconfiftency in the laft (cbne df life ? 
Pleafure and bufinefs entirely occupy the man of the 
world : and this pleafure^ united with worldly concerns, 
hardens his heart, and renders him infendbie to the 
misfortunes of others. The rich man, we find, « which 
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared fump- 
tuoufly every day/' and who probably was alfo a man 
of bufinefs and political intrigtie^ was fo attentive to 
the alternate demands of pleafure and of bufinefs, that 
he did not even cad a glance of compailion on the beg- 
gar, who was laid at his gate full of fores. This is the 
piAure of the worldly man. Many who are liftening 
to this difcoarfe, will, I fear, unlefs they quit the ruin- 
ous path they now tread, many, I am bold to fay, will 
find themfelves involved in this parable.. Let us now 
fiippofe the riefa t^ extended on the bed of death, 
and trembling at the opening of eternity t In this per- 
ilous fituation he cads his diftrefsful eyes to heaven, 
and in broken, dejefted accents implores the mercy of 
God ; but as he never exercifed any commiferation 
towards others, Heaven, in return, is deaf to the voice 
of his afili£tion *, till, paffing through many anxieties, 
perturbations, mental coniliSs, and alarms, he arrives 
at the clofing fatal period, from which I recoil with 
terror. 

Let not any one in this atidience imagine that the 
pmhh of the rich man relates only to thofe perfons in 
high ftation who are the m6ft profligate and abandoned: 
it extends even to thofe who are paffionately addi£led 
to amufements and avocations of an innocent nature. 
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For the Son of God d0e9 not fpeak 0f the extortions 
of tht adulteries, of the Uafphemies of the rich man | 
he only fays that he was clothed in purple and fared 
fumptttouily ; which is to teach us, that not only the 
forbidden objefl, but that an unreilrained indulgence 
of innocent purfuits alfo conftitutes a crime. Te 
great I ye rich ! ye fplendid favourites of fortune I I 
will not difguife my feeUngSt I will candidly own that 
I tremble, at your defliny. The rider who urges his 
fwift fteed to the precin6ls of a given bottndary» is in 
the rapidity of his career irrefiftibly carried beyond the 
goal. And when once the habit qf immoderate at- 
tachment is formed, it requires almoft a miraculous 
interpofition to break the bonds which chain us to the 
earth. I entertain therefore little confidence in the 
abrupt repentance of an habitual finner, or in thofe 
languid converfions which are bom on the bed of the 
expiring finner. 

There are fomct who, though not in poflefiion of 
&eir wifhes, though frequently repulfed by difappoint- 
ment, ftill dedicate themfelves to the world with all 
the ardour of hope. The world, that great ptomifer, 
allures thefe votaries to his altar, by dazzling expeft- 
ances, and the bright profpe£l of reverfions, till at 
length th^ reach the foot of the grave, dragging after 
them the long, immeafurable ch^tin of their blkfied 
hopes* 

There are others who are confident that they are ad« 
vancing in the pa A of virtue, if they OjEcafionally at- 
tend the divine fervice, yield to the cafual impulfe of 
benevolence, and contribute their mite to fome charit- 
able inftitution : thefe perfons are no more fevered 
from the world, in confequence of thefe occafional 
practices, than the ftately oak is rooted from the earthy 
when the wind rufhing through the branches difturbs 
its folemn repofe. 

Let us now return to the fick chamber of the rich 
man ; .behold him, pale and ghadly ; the hour-glafs of 
life is pouring fad its few remaining fands. The ter- 
rible denunciatioa of £zekid is &ow applicable to him : 

\ ** an 
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M an end is come, the end is come : it watcheth for 
thee ; behold, it is come." (Ezekiel, chap- vii.) Un- 
happy criminal ! come and plead your caufe before the 
omnifcient Judge ! Among your accufing witnefles, 
behold the poor who bear teftimony to your inexora- 
ble heart* To that infenfibility which the poor too 
frequently experience from the great, I now wifh to 
dired and confine your attention. 

The great apoftle calls thofe who are addifted to 
pleafure, men without natural aflfeflion. Though an 
inveterate attachment to the world and its pleafures 
may appear to have nothing in its nature of a malevo- 
knt tendency, yet under the veil of amenity lurks a 
malignant power. When I Hften to the voluptuary in 
Solomon, I meet with nothing at firft, but what is in- 
nocently gay. : « let no flower of the fpring pafs by us, 
let us crown ourfelves with rofe*buds before they aro 
withered." (Wifdom of Solomon, chap, ii.) But as 
the voluptuary proceeds we hear him fay; " Let us op- 
prefe' Ae poor righteous man, let us not fpare the wid- 
ow, nor reverence the eray hairs of the aged;" Ver. i#. 
Who would fufpe£t that fo favage a difpofition could 
rife out of manners fo gentle and alluring ? This is, 
however, the charafteriftic of voluptuoufnefs. You 
will tell me, this audience i^ free from 'the crim« 
which I am now arraigning ; but let me inform you, 
^hat there are other crimes for which the voluptuous 
man is refpOnfible : for befides that barbarity which 
extends to th^ aftive oppreffion of the poor, there is 
another fpecies of cruelty attending the voluptuary, 
which clofes his^ ear to the voice of complaint, and his 
bofom to the fpftening vifitations of nature. Be not 
aftonilhed, gentlemen, if I tell you that this cruelty is 
robbery without violence, and murder, without the 
fiiedding of blood ; and I will boldly affert that the in- 
human rich man in the Gofpel, robbed the beggar at 
hh gate, becaufe he did not clothe him, and murdered 
him, becaufe he did not feed him. O God of clemen- 
cy ! it was furely not for this purpofe you communicat- 
ed to the great a portion of your power ; no i you ex- 
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ahed them far above the Condition of their fellow- 
cfeatiire«, in, order that they nijght become the parental 
jguardianSxjf the poor. Yet they every day meet with * 
a number of helplefs> difconfolate, indigent fappliarits : 
it might almpft be faid, that Mifery, perfonified, ftretch- 
es her emaciated form at their door, weeping and la-- 
menting. I dim not moved witlvaftonifhmetit at this 
mdanchdy j^Aure : hqw can the rich man Kften to the 
voice of t]^e poor amidft the clamour of his. own raven- ' 
ing defircs ? And therefore the poot. arc ncglefted, 
abandoned, con&gne4 to their ut&appy lot^ and even 
dooaicd to perifli. Yes ! they languim, they ficken, , 
they (Ue for wan\ on your eftatesi in your vilhgesi and 
at the gates of your palaces. 

I^ is an alarming truth, that profpcrity, independent • 
of any criminal l^bit, is too apt' to harden -the heart. 
This is the makdi£):ion that attends human grandeur ; 
and here we fee how the fpirit that influenced the world, 
afts in oppofition to the genuine fpirit of Chriftianity: 
What is the great charaifterifttc of Chriftianity ? Com- 
paffion ! What is the leading principle among the 
great ? Self-love ! Hfear the language of the rich mart 
in the words of the Projihet : « T^ou baft faid in thy 
heart, I am, and none elfe befides me.^ (Ifaiah, chap. 
xhrii. V. lo.) ««^Thi8 crowd of mifcrable objeSs thatprefs 
upon my view have no claim to. ray attention, thejr arc 
not to interrupt me in the career of pleafure.'* 

But God is equitable ; and the time mufl come when 
you, ye great, will itand in need of mercy j I d6 not 
threaten you with the loft of yoiir eftates, or with thie 
change of fituation: thofe* are cafual evei^ts ! Thd 
clofing period, the fatal day will come;, when, encirdedl 
by your friends, by your relatives, by your domefkics,- 
you win neverthelefs find yourfelves more abandoned 
than the wretch, who dies without a winding-iheet to' 
cover him in his grave. Far other friends, far other 
minifters of comfort, will then be wantjng; The poor 
whom you have neglefted— ah ! had you applied in 
time to tfiem, had you cultivalted their friendlhip, they 
now would have opened to you the^gates of mercy and 
• O of 
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of heaven : had you folaced their wo^j haa you fome^ 
times benignly liileaed to dieir complaints, your com^ 
^ pafiion would now have forcibly pleaded yoyr caufe \ 
the benedi£tions with- which they would have hailed 
you in* the days of their. diftrefs, would have allayed th€ 
perturbations that diftrafl your mind. : It la now too 
late 1 Your obdurate^ heart has excited a fym^athetic 
obduratenefs in the bofom of God. Although, ypu 
may perfoan Ibme charitable difpenfations at yoj^r 
death, you' a£l In vain I The iky is to you andiron 
canopy » and your prayers cannot pafe. through ! 

The rigdurs of God's juftice have not relented to- 
wards this unhappy country. In his ^clemency, it is 
true, he has accorded to France the bleffing o9 peace 9 
but our continual critpes have awakened h& refentment : 
hisotttftretche^arm zBiC^s us with ilcknefs, mortality, 
and famihe. The irregular eourfe of the feafons, and 
diftempered nature, feem to threaten us with the moft 
fatal calsunities, unlefs we endeavour to appeafe his an-< 
ger. In the dift^nt provinces, in this town, in the cen- 
tre of luxury, and profu&mi/ on the confines of pleaf- 
ure, in the very bowers of bJifc, a juimbcr of wretched 
families die of want. This is no exaggeration : I do 
not appeaf in this awful place as an a£lor on the ftage, 
for the purpofe of exciting compaffion with invented 
tales of diftrefs : Ac calamity I deplore is a truth too 
well attcftcd. 

JjCt it hence be no more a fubjecl of inquiry con- 
cerning our Obligation to relieve the poor : famine, fam- 
ine has filenced the inquiry ; defpairhas terminated the 
queftion : and^ according to the opinion of the theolo- 
gians of every age,, if we Jo not afiift the ulcered beg^ 
gar ^t our gate, we are guilty of his death, and we are 
refponfible to God for his blood, for his foul, for every 
exceb into which his rage, hunger, and defpair betray- 
ed him. 

;. Your Majefty has given edifying proofs of your be- 
nevolent difpofition to the poor, which I truft will be 
followed by the mod falutary cScGts. Thoi^h- kings 
cannot do all their natural generofity excites them to 

perform, 
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perform, they ate one day to gitc a ftrift account to . 
Gd8, for all they irei'e 'able to perform. ThU>.Sirc, is 
all that a minfftcr otthc Crofpel preTumc^ to fay to your 
Hajefty : I will fay tRe reft to God^ and humbly eti- 
treat the King^of kings, that he would fumimyou 
with the means of famfying tfa^ love you bear your 
pec^e, of gratifying the demanc^ of you( benetolencey 
aoa of leref^g oq that fure foundationi charltyi QiCf 
fupetffirufturc of your-efefnal happioefs- v •* « 

*-^ ..'••^.. ♦ - -* V» J*. ' - 
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^<;«c; tf^ /iSf tfiff is faid unto ihi root 0/ iie trea^ ■: every 
treey therefore ^ njokicb bfirtgAh mt ftrtk good fruit is 
be\»n down^ and caft ipto^e-Jiri.'-ZSu Luke, chapi 
*iiu V.9.- ' ^-^'^* V < - . IT 

- ' < ' . ' y * * 

IF the prcach^r-in the defer! ^wcre to appear before 
"this.atiguft aflembly ; if the voice that. cried out in'^ 
'the wildernefs were to rcfound in t^is temple ; would 
the preacher,' in furvcyitfg th^ "tcnour of your life, re- 
move tnehrxe from the 'free ? "^OAild the voice ^ which T 
cried out in the wildeT?ie*fs,breathk herein* foftcr ac- 
cents ?. WquM* it not rathej ut(;ef with a mor» encrget- 
' ic power, « Every tree whlc^ bringetfi not forth gocyl^ 
♦frtiif is Ifewn down, ^nd* caft mtg^the firfc ?* To ajlurg*^' 
yon from*the*^err«Beous courfe you? arc, perhaps,- now 
purfumg, and by tlwt meax^ to f^ you fron^ei|ig in- 
vol^^d in jhe extcritiirtatin^ incnad^my tcxt^iifplayf, 
I flioixld' ^ifl> to pofljfs your mind >;#^th tKs idea, that * 
., the indulgence of the paffions doss riot, even in tWt life, 
fecurc happineftf.^ Sin, which derahges the order of the | 

world, excites a p^rtpbation in the bofom where it I 

• ^'**' ^ rf- <•• » * *A** * ' • Digitized by VjOOQ' ^^a^ "^ 



^was (rit eiMiceiyed. #Tiie Vengeance youinflid oo the 
ofFender , mutl neceflariljr saife m turbulent eodioti^ in 
that heart tbrqugh^vidudi it * rulh<$/ iBfuftice^which 
j>o^eire3 wh^t belpags to another? pLimd^rs Srft its m^^ 
thor, by depriving him of tha'f perpetual foufftain of 
codtentmept^ integrity I Amliition has its ^rrodixig 
jnoihe^tSy trembles *t contending rivalitf > and is ac- . 

^ quaxaeed wit£ the^torture^ di^appointnxent. <£vexi pa 

^ ^.tlie'moft. |]evate4 ftatioift, l£i$^ftun&'vrill ereft heir. 
fl:andv<lt, ^cfyfinDm ^that eminence^ 'i^ro^ Ambitien' 
4$»wa t^e^r^ipiqc with a* vi\cift' &sffj|^e deftxu£):ion. 
Aval-ic^^ that odioifs pftilioni is alfol^t feebly gratified, 
whik.^with its iniqMitous?breafure, itffaccJMhilates a 

' ^\jn«fs o&dUq^kietMei Evsn the chalice "^f adu^tefrous 
loveie^poiionjsd with the tenoni orjealoufy. ^ExtraCb- 
iilg«r.thcn from ouf paflSaiVPi*t}|,c/«iaU '|)onjSn *df fub- 
'mntial pleaQire that attends thejUi yft (hall find that« 
gratified pai&on plants a thorn in <hc^^fledin^ mind, 
and lodges ^^n e^j^g^awing^diiflliietcirie'ia^e keart.^ 

^ Advert once *niprje»to the woTda,or.the text i^^Novir ^ 
alfo'th«*axe ia 4aid um<^thc root of the trei$/*;Imagihe 
you heara vdtcfe addreffitig the «rffiruitful tree-'-** Ocn- 
•tle (howcrs-haveftnoiftcnjSd ^pur branches : the fun has 
benignly {h«l flh your ?g^m iXh aiM^ating ijiSttence/ 
Ko care^ no diltivationlus'faeen WfUing \ therefore tlie 
, jixc.anii the fire are ycJiir,3eftiny." Apply «hcfe words, 
.and brir;ig. them home to your' own bqifom. fiarly in# 
ftruftion' was poured as the* . morning. dc w jon your 
mind^ The exciting d^je^ of good exampleiw^s ..plac- 
ed beforgyour openijig eyt* -Virtue infclrhied your 
young i(^as how to flabot.*^ No care, no cukivatibn has 
.been wantiijg j'knd theteflft'e, with tjie unfruitful tree,- 

."^ .ftie axeanc^fise tfurftTjetyourdoeit). » -►••''''• ^ 
^ Tell mc not that y^ are youn^, apd jtn the fuU/n- 
jjOynxent of health rjfcequent iftjlawes occott within the 
«incle oPypur.acf)i»aintancj^ whi^Kptove that hesCJtk ^Jid 
•^ YJgoW Ire leebio^baoiers ^gainll the pojyej: e>f Bcath. 
But^ven uijdejr th^ prolongation of yojur life the fatal 
lot ni^y be decid^ed.-- The injured Deijy may tc faid,* 
tip.ftrike t|ie blow wHen/he wthdra\#s his fan£lifying 
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gr^ce ; tnd if it be irrevocably withdiawn the root has 
fete the deftru£live axe, and hope is dead. Let us then 
haften to produce the fruit whichis required of us. It 
may, howererj be fdd, that in cafe^the axe is already 
laid at the root, there' is «ot time fiilEcient for the pro- 
duQioh of fruit. This is not the neceflary confequence s 
the fpiritual fruit I am fpeaking of, fprings inftaatane* " 
oully with die figh that^l^eaves from the heart r unforr * 

, tufiate then is that porfeii, ah, mod unfortunate ! who 
ihalf i^it this ttmplcy without feeling in bis heart, that 
productive dq|5re.' Let him fmite Ins flinty bofom ; ^ 
let^ him lU>erally difpenfe his fuperfluities among thf ^ 

^ poor, f oi^ the? purpofe of recovering, through the mercy 
he esercifes towards his^^i^hbour, that ^race wliicli' 
he has fprfdted.' Some of the charitable inftitutiona 
of the^metropolis'.demahid •immediate fijccoui;^ while 

*• Profu'Gon prefides at your tables, and Sumptuoufnefs 
fpreads out y<Jur furmture; Jf you afe ftill inadvertent 
oftfat repeated admonitions'' of {he mini fliers of the 
Ck>fpjKl, r will, not hjdCitate tq pronounce, that your,^tu« 
ation is. truly farming. How can I entenainiany hope 

'' of antendmetit froth thS fetifdle parf of this audience, 

•, ^hCn I fee them enter this Iwfui abode in fo diffo^ute 
an,tittire>as if with an intent to<»illure the eve of'^n* 
tonnefti Will you prefume that you bring with you a 
penitential Hifpofition, when I behold you ornamented 
with the profufive hand of vanity ? Do you not appear 
more rfie idols of the temple than the vi£li©s of. the 
iltar ?"Take warning from the JcVilh nation ; the Jews 
ccmtefhned the voice of the prophets : God (hook that 
hauglity ^ation^. as the (lorm affaifo the; iree. Her 
crown, her fceptre fell! To God "^ the Jceptre-is as a * 
reed ; and, when he pleafes, the reed is as si fceptre. 
'Pkc temple, however, ftood ! Sacrifices ftill wereoiFer- 
ed I The a^thqjity o^the pontiffs was ftill held facred ! 
and an "appearance of'gowrnment was ftill exhibited ! 
*Bat JlKus entered pa his^ miffiosr; and not Tong after, 
the Jewifli nation, which we^have repre&nted under 

. the image, of a great tree, was- torn, up by the roots, 
lilusj the aveogev of our SaTiour, oomes I The Roman 
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i^s^glp ittgfes his df fcending flightf and Judea isndinQrc t^ 
AlcHough Titus was ignorant of the criaie^heacfcnowl- . 
. edged hirrifelf to be tKe inftrument of Gbd'% vcrtgeance. 
■ ApoDonius Tyaaaus {ays,4:hat Titus wsn offgrcd »crawo* 
in confideration of his taking Terufalerfl ^ but he decline 
ed that hoaour, fayingj that ne was nothitig m(Mre than 
^ an inftrumenthin the hand of Grpd, who manifeftedjoa 
«r this occafion» his refentment againil the JewiCh natma. . 
The temple is now demolifhed/the facrifices ceafe, «hc ^ 
nation is fcattered,and is become the objeftof atrlver-' 
A £4 derifion. May, this terrific cataftropbe iitiprefs U6 
, with a trembling awe, left the feme people,,.whQ, whea 
* they were favoured by the protefition of Go9, preBg- - 
ured the grace we now^ntey, (hould, underthc (joeurge 
of Ais affli£ling hand, predidTfome unforefeen c^aimt]^ 
loouf own country l^ * ^ 

^ * ^ ^' *♦ ■ -»* 
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THE PASSION OjP 0#R •at.ESSED sivjOUH. ^ ** 

\Tbi Lord hath hid on him the iniquity (jfjfs.uiff»^ 
Ifaiabj chap. liii. v. 6. ^ 
* .'' ♦ 

THE^moft foQthing confidafiotn to the man who % 
plunged ^xafflf^^oiw is &e confcioufn,e& 6f hi£ 
innocence ; which, like an angrii watches at his^&Ae,afid 
whifpers comfort to his foul* The holy coMdence a» 
rifing firom Ihe coifGdemtidn of innoceiKe^ fupptartedf 
the .martyrs, and ypheld their endiidng patience ^ndar 
the preflurei>f the fevereft tortus?^ irlliis confideratioB 
adled with a ms^i<;al influence : it calcn^ ^eir £uffer«P 
ings ; it lulled the ex^jpiifite. ienfatioa of the flames 
whilethey confumed their bodieSi^aiid difFufed ovd^their^ 
e^untenance the eispreffion of a celeftial }oy% fiat Je|* 
fus>the innocent Jefus, fot|iid no fuch ccmfblatton in 
lfi$ i\x£km^ : .viiil ytu fiven la i^ jjn^stjrs. was^ fe^ 
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nied to the .King'bf I^rtyrs. Uilder the igoohii»|r of 
the moft difgracefdl deatn,. under die hbftile ^impi!e& 
fion of the mdft agdhizing torment8» he was not.ailow* «. 
ed to compl^iui nor even to think th^t'he was treated ^ ^ 
^ith injuftice. It h true^ he was innocent refpefting^ 
^man; but what did the re<9QlIe£lion of^n immictilatc ' 
life avail hinfi'? Thjjfeeownly Father, from whonr alone ,. 
he looked for eoofc^ation, who fronv eternity had (bed * 
upbn his bdov^d Son the effulgence of his glory, now 
withdraws 4iis iaored beaiins^ anii, daiksning rounds * 
fpreads over his he^ «as.an angty clo^d I Behold, be^- / 
hold the innopent JeCtis, tlie ^potleis I^mb, fuddenljr 
beeoaie the goat of- abeminationi burdened with the 
crimes, theampieties, the blafphemies of ^U mankind. 
\[ti#no. longer the Jeftis Wfio once faid,^<< Which'' o£ 
yott cotivhiceth me ftf -^n P* (St. John, chap, vni*'Vl • 
46.) He prefumes no more to fpeak of his iniiocenoe. 
Oh| Jefus I Jefus^! I dare not now pronounce you in^ 
Bocent, while I fee^you bending be^iea^h the weight oT 
univeifal guilt. Brethren, what a ful^e£i for our mof^ * 
ferious thoughts \ what a theme' for our afiedion i For 
yotty ^n^irf of mc, this mitaurle 6£ benevolence is perform* 
ed« Devoid as we ^re of all merits what have wC' to of- 
» fer Id our failing R^eemer 1^ qut gratitude t Were , , 

yot^orcibly imirrefied wich»thisTublinfea£l of charity, 
"^your tears and lamentations would interrupt thi$.dif«« 
" couTJfe. See imputed to our divine Saviour the crimes 
of the Vhok world : aU^e {perfidies that ever were aia« 
ed, all the impurities and aduheries Uut ever were *; 
committed, lU the faorileges dxat* ever were exe- 
cuted, and ail the imprecations^ all the- blafphemies 
tRat ever were yelted botn die ^throatt of unbelievers. 
This turbulent ocean'of iniquity is ready to ingulf our' * 
Redeemer*^ .whichever way he cafts hk^^yes, he fees 
^-tcurrents of ^q burftang upon hini. Let ^^ i^^ approach 
*the dmne Sufiererf^and behold ]|}im tzarryin^ bis crofs I 
I confefs tiiat this incideitt overpowers my bo(bm with 
^ aflfeaionate> gratitude. To be faftened^ to the crofs is 
to*fufier the punifliment 'i»fl|nalefa£l:ors ; but to carry 
thetids wsu efttiemed ss a public avowal^ of the con- 
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. demned perfoni that the death^le was going jo fnffsv 
vns ju^ly orflaind^ ; and» therefore, when oar Savioar 
•was in the a£l pf carrying his'crofsi he*bore teftij3[)on]r- 
to the joftice of his contonhation^ But^tq proceed : 

* the crofs is now uplifted, exhibiting the fublime viflicn i^ 
Now flows thefacred blood !- The Je\^ etfclaims,** His' 
.blood«be on us and our children I** (Matthew, chap. ^ 
xxvii. V. ^5.) * So it fhall,^ thqu raqe aiicurfed ! Thy 
prayer (hall be granted far beyond J^'y expeftation ^ 
that vocal blood £haM call down a pkcuHai*'Tengealice, 

. which ihall &ta ftigitia upon you^o the end of time ^ 
till, mttigating'the aufte^ity of his juftice, the Almighty 
ihall extend* hia protection to thc<wiretjj^ed^reainanf of 
your counQrymen f • ♦. ; 

' ^ut to us the divine mtrcy was immediately exptind-* 
, ed. As wefometimes^ fee the i^dof the heavens Wrapt 
in a brooding ftormrtill, gathering tomaturity, it btirfts 
with< a tremendous exploTion, yet wafting its flfrerigth 

^9S it defcendsygnd lofing, asit wert, itsrefentment hi 
' ^diffufion^ the face of the heavens' reflmes^ its wonted 

' cheerful ferenity jfo 'the fubninating: wji^th of God 
overwhelms his facred Son i bur, like axlo6d4lot;raftin^ 
der by its own vehemence, the ftorqi fubfides> the Dotty 

' relents; and the return^ beams ."ofjQicrcy glitter irom 
)iis throne! *? ' *< ^ ' *. 

^ By a wonderful- commtttati<»i, which oomp^jfes^*"* 
the myftery of our falvadpn, the heavetUy Father ^hin- "* 
dons tht iniiocentiSon, in^'nftjjuencd ofiiis nnSound-. 
^ love towards guilty man 4 and receives him< into the 
arms of his forgiVenefs for the love of hiaiilhocent Son I 

* Howfetblf is de&ription, how inadequate is language^ 
tp'u|^old this weight of ^aielty ! Let this-church be (o 
every ipne of us^ a Calvaty \ and Tet us not depart from 
hence before-Sice have kindled, in our bofi>m the flame 
0f etAnal gratitude for the fublime z6t ofmercy irhicb:' 
iatlus day recocdied ilyoi^hout th&Chriilian world*. ^ * 
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^ ^** Preached before the King* » 

Kmtvitif fhaij^a^, ^tng ri^dtfiwn the Jeait Setb n$^ 
* «wr^.--*Epiftfcl6'thc'Rotiians, »x:hap. vi. V. o. * , •* 

THOU holf mahbi^thr reUgion f eh glorious IU& 
urK€£lion (^ the Redeemer ! oh ohfieriiig afluv- 
jiiice ^^ !^ur In^HMrtaliiy ! anlKNMiQ^^ by jthe teiee of 
,WOpheQyf^«echoed by the attsftatiQA «f beh0l4er«> r^ ^ 
' ioa»de4 by ^e rooal blapd of martyrs, coofifmed by 
progriffive belief thyb^^ d lotig focceflicp c^ cento- 
^ TApil: ah glorious remnr^uHf i ><^ chfterkig f^uTaisce:! 
have^oii not yet eicalled mia above the purfatta ^ ce»- - 
^ reftrlal ^e43i8 ? Have you not yet ektaoed the hvimati 
'-mind ff&m earth to aeaven ? Muft the imdUba# of the 
Go^elhare ftiU tecourfe to argument^ ia 'order taftii»* 
.uj^te {«^r indoieni belief ? You tell me, indeed, that «. 
you are O^iftiansi tbat ydu abhor that mental lioei*- 
tioufnef$ .wbidh leads to fipe^ucifan Bm^ wherefore, 
th'eii,nioe^ your life coyref|ipnd (b.iU yrith your belief i? 
wherefere.do you walW in tiie fame .path widi tbe iafi- 
«lel ? [Rqw is it that J behdld;you ftill dazzled with the 
fplendour of the -wofld, inebriated with* ifs favour, 
3nd baiki^ in'its iiroile jv^^ us Jio longer deceive ouiv 
fel^ds; left us avow the truth. Feeble ChfillianViOr. ' 
declared fceptica, we eqii^Uy renounce, by theteniMir-*' 
* of 0ur live», oJJr <jlaim to f^litre lejieky* V • , . , 
, TiiSt iife of future felicity ^4iMch fe Utt^C ocscuf lesyour • 
^nd, te]Lq|e, is it nof, at leail^ the ehje^ of your . 
^efire ? Jf ft heAe objeift t)ft^oax,dcfire, fetmeinfonn** 
^ou thSt tfus derirei^ndofe8^he.fQeti<>fimmortalit)r ; it . 
carries vJitn-nt^a filept tierftimony of that etariiaMifc for 
^fllch you V?ei« erealti^ ;• Mt this defire no'uft benourift?^** 
! ie4 in*o^dei*lb ttm^x^ihe feed of eternal -felicity., The*" 
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nor the powers of the fvoj^ld to come, preferred, it is tr#c, 
t^p altar of the lirifig Gocl to the flirincp of idolatrf*^ 
bill: their wifhes ^igrnunated iri'tfae ppfleQibsof tempo- 

'*^ral bfeffings. But thou, 6b (&od ! 5rt* ib^^jea, the 

' fole obje&y'^of our religious- purfoit. Whatever is not 
eternal is i^%wprthy pf thy liberality as i^ell as of our 
fljlicitude. I tremble, 'whea^I rcflefll bow few of this " 
,9udkhceiaccompame<| mp with Gnceiky of hetrt in-the 
^ words I have juft ^ow uttered t Ii*aza!fu8, feftering in 
hisgraveyc'is ad, enjbfcm -of jFOur fpflituar corruption f 
yoarfoulisa religiotts corTe4 uninhabited $yceleftial 
thought, unanimated by ^he breath ^fpr^erg; abandon* 
ed by^heaven ! an horrible fpe£taci#j^ the view of an- 

* gelsi JLook, I entreat you, into this mirror^at I Jiold, 
up to the eye of your undeirfkanding, and^ there behold ' 
vour fpirittol form, and (htidder ^ the fight ! fiiit {et it 
oe an anjazement, accompanied^by forrovr, produSivc 

- of the d6fire^f merqr, and^of confidence iij th^po%- 
er of God i When Uod tranfpor|ed'the prophetic Ipir- 
it of Ibekiel into the valley of boil|^, he heai^ a voice* 
cry out, « Can thcfe bones live ? Say unto them, Oye 

•♦ dry bones, hc&r the word of the Lord.*'^ The'^gplica- 
tion is obvious ; bring it home to your own bofom, en- 
forceit on your aiif^n deplorable fituation. 'Let no time.be . 
Joft : defer not| to a diftant pefiod, the refuTre£!ion of. 
your virtue*^; die voice that* now Vhifpers to your foul, 

' «< O ye dry bones, hear-.t1Ie word of the ]L6rd,**^will, * 
perhaps, never in vite^ou nK>re f ^TRc feafon pf age and 
-cadueit jj^ will betray, yciu, r^^wicn ycNi are arrived with- 

^ ^ in a few ftfcj^ of the grave, you will tfnd^nfcither tiiiie, 

" ' difpofition, itor capacity to perform the £»]emn |afk you 
' have ioJong Mayed T xo# jpill be alarmed, not (;gnvcrt- ' 

• ed ; ydjir foul, will 6e encumbered witfi a-train,t>f con- 
fufed, turbid, comfortlefs thoughts — (I h^'^nj^s^ppily 
i)een a frequent^witnefs W* fccncs of this nature:) your 

, coM lips will uttcra few- imperfeft prayers, matwiI^. ' 

not re^ch the heart any more than water ^Udfog over^a 
*'^^marble ftone will penetrajeHhe Itibftanfflj/ Seite then 
^ . *the lyefcftt hbur, the ofiercd mom^t^ why iJ^iU youjper- - 
,!&, oh hbufi? of Ifirad ? You,^y brethx'en, wh^^jbavc 
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been diftinguiflie^ 1>y fo many bleflings, to whom, inr '' 
yourearlier daysi^e ipmaculate page of Chriftianity ^ ^ 
was unfolded, who were reared at the haHowed bofom 
of Religion J, why will you periOi ? yjon for whom this ^ ' 
iroof refounds yith the voice of the pteache*, for whcmi '* 
'tliat holy*.table is fpread with celeftial food, why will 
you periih ? You*for whom Jefus died, you for ;(vhom 
he. rofe from the dead, who now interceding for your « 
happinefsy ib6 ws (o his Father the facred wounds he fuf* 
fered for your falvation, why will you perlCh ? * "^ 

While«your Mi^fty looks down from that eminence 
to which Providence has raife4 yoij ; while you behold * 
all your flourifhing provinces risaping'the harvefl of hap-* ^ 
'•pinefsji and enjoying the blellings of peace ; while you 
'behold your throne encompafled with the affeAions of -^ 
a loyal people, what have .you to fear ? where^is that' 
enemy who can injure your felicity ? Xes, Sir I there is 
an eneifay who can injure your felicity s that enemy i^ v 
yourfelf ! that enemy is the fituation you adorn t that 
enemy is the. glpryw^ich encircles' you ! 'It is no eafy 
talk to fubmit to the rule that feems to fubmit to us. 
Where is the canopy of f ufficicnt texture to fcrecn you 
from the penetrating and fcorching be^ni^ of unbounded ' ' 
profperity? Iiet me entreat you to defcend'lnfpirit 
from your exalte^ fituatioh, and vifit the tomb of Jefus $ 
there you may meditate on loftier fubjeds tfianthis 
world, with all its pomp, can offer to your attention ; ' 
there yotr will learn, diat by our Redeemer's afcent ^ 
<rom the grave, you are entitled to a crown of knmorv - 
tal glory ! ^ * 

Lei all of us aflert our claim to this imn^rtal life> 
to which we are entitled by the refuTrcftion of our Re- . 
deemer ^ and that bur claim may not prove abortive', let 
us frequently exalt our mind ^o the contemplation of 
diviner obje^s. The befl; method, perhaps, to raife 
ottr thoughts^bove this fpeck of earth, is firft*to con- ' 
amplate onthe deceitful and fugitive tenour.of terreC- 
trial exiftence. May we not compare bfuman life to a 
toad that termiimtes in a ruinous precipice ? We axe in- 
/^med of the danger we incur : but the, imperial com« 

mand 
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^ Aland is amifounced, and we muu advance. I fhotdct 

,vri(h to turn back, in order to avoid the ruinous preei- 

pice : but the tyrannefe, Ncceffity, exclaims^ <* Advance, 

advance !** An irrc^iQible power feems to carry^nc 

along!' Many iiiconveniencies, many haxdilnpsi many 

. untoward accidents oecar ; but they would appear ' 

trivial, could I withhold my fteps from the ruif^otis prec- 

♦ ipice : no, no! an irrcfiftible power urges' me to pro- 
ceed, even impels me to rnp; fueh is the rapi^y of 

' tjme ! Some pleaiuraMe circunnA^nees, however, pre* 
fent themfelves $ we meet withobje£^8 in tbexx)urfe of 
cuit^oumey,. which ^irtlraft attertition : limpid ftreams ; 

, groves refounding with harmony 5 trees loaded with de- 
Ikfious fruit $ and flbwers exhaling their aromatie fouf* 

- into the paffing 'gale. Here wd fhould delight to loi- 
ter, and fufpcnd the progtefs of our jcfurney ; but tl^c 

, voice excteims,". Advance, advance P while aljjtheob- 

^ je£te wo have paftd, fuddenly vaniih, like the mate- 
rials of a turbid dream* Some wretched confolatibn* ftili 
remains \ you have'gadierfed fomefloMters- as you pafl^ 

^ ed by, which, however,^ wither in tTie hand that grafps 
' tkem J yoB have plucked fome fruit from the loaded 
boughs, ^wliiel% hJjwever, decays before it reaches the 
, lip : this, this, ib the enchantment of delufion ! In the 
progrdfs of your deftinedcourfe, you now approach the 
tremendous gulf which breathes forth a fombrous -va- 
ptour that difecrfours every obje^i. Behold the fliadowy 

4 form of Death, rifing ftom the jawsfof the fatal gulf, to 

* hail your arrival 1 TToui^heart palpitates, your eyes grow* 
dim, your cheek turns pale, your lips quiver, the finat 
ftep is taken, and the hidtouschafm fwallows your trem- 
b£ng frame I 

No comment i| reqmfite to illuftrate thi» imagery ; 
it is clear and unqueft ion able, as it is alarming : it is the 
abridged^ hi ft ory of human life. They, however, who, 
while they purfue their prefcribed courfe, exalt their 
aim to fublimer objcfts, when they arrive at the fatal 
precipice, will remain undaunted : the fubjeft of this 
day's folemnity will be their bright afluranCes : their 
bofom win be imptefled witl^ the exultttjg confidence, 
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that, like the blcffed Redeemer, they will one day rife 
from the grave, to die no more. 



SERMON Vni. 



THE COMPASSION OF.CHHIST. _ 

AfiJ ivhen he nvas c&me near^ he beheld the ciiy^ tind wepi 
over I/.-— St, LiAe, chap, xi:«. r. 41. i 

OUR Saviour having completed the occupations of 
his miniftrjrjreturns from Paleftine to Jerufalem ; 
and when he was come near, he beheld the city, and 
wept over it ; he beheld her invincible ramjparts, her 
towering and magnificent edifices ; the wonder of the 
univerfe, her majeftic temple. Then beholding with 
prophetic eye the defolation which was to efFace thi^ 
gloriotis fpefekacle, the compaffionate Jefus could not re- 
frain from weeping ! and he faid, « If thou hadfl: 
known, even thou, in this thy day, the things which 
belong unto thy peace, but now they are hid from thine 
eyes." What tendernefs is comprifed in thefe few 
words, " If thou hadft known !" It is anexpreffion preg- 
nant of pity : as it is the charafteriftic of afBitlion to 
recoil from herfelf, and paufe amidft broken accents 
and interrupted fentiments : " If thou hadft known," 
fays- the jpitying Jefus ; which words he undoubtedly 
pronounced with the moft pathetic energy ! ^^ If thou 
hadft known," is an expreffion labouring with a mean- 
ing which lay fo heavy at his heart, that he had not the 
power to give it utterance J ^ * 

Nor is.it wonderfiul that the fentiment of compaf- 
fion ftiould prevail in the bofom of our Redeemer. Ac* 
cording to Tertullian, the firft dev elopement of the e» 
conomy of God towards man, is benevolence ; and the 
reafon is fufficiently clear 5 for, in order to trace the 
original inclination, we rauft feejc for that which is the 
moft natural, as nature is the root from which all oth- 
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er tendencies and fenCuio^s fpriag. Having the pow-* 
er to blefs, it is nature in God to diffufe the blefBng ! 
As the fountain fends forth its waters, as the fun ex- 
pands its be^ms } therefore it is that the Son of God, 
our Pontiff, our Advocate, our IntcrcciTor, is af&milat- 
cd to the Father, in the charafteriftic feature of benev- 
olence. This amiable difpofition is ftrongly marked 
in thefe words of St. Peter to Cornelius, « Jefus of Naz- 
areth, who went about doing good.'* ( Afts, chap, x, v. 
38.) Simple and unadorned, but beautiful eulogium! 
How different from the infenfate eloquence of the day ; 
who when (he would extol fome renowned foldier, tells 
us he marched through the country of the enemy with 
vi^ory at his fide. Now, what medns, in the language 
of the panegyrift, to overrun the country of the enemy 
with viftory at his fide ? is it not to open the floodgates 
of blood, and to commit univerfal flaughter ? Howdif- 
fereftt was the pafiage of the viclorious Jefus through 
Judea ! Benevolence was the vidlory that accompanied 
*his fteps : affliftion, ficknefs, mental difor4er, flew at 
his approach. Not only the houfe where he fojourned 
was diftinguiflied by his a£tive compaflion ^ ^ every im* 
preflion of his fteps may be faid to have been accom- 
panied by the veftiges of his redundant goodnefs I As 
the fower fcatters the feed as he moves ''along, the Son 
of God, wherever he went, diffufed his divine favours : 
did any one inquire, why, in that town, or that hamlet, 
no lame or blind perfon, or any miferable objeft appear- 
, cd ? the anfwcr was ready : the compaffionate Jefus 
has juft paffed through. 

The Apoftlc, in the fecond Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
* has thefe remarkable words, to which I beg leave to 
. call your particular attention : " He took not on him 
die nature of angels, but he took pn him the feed of A- 
brahim :" that is to fay, he invefted himfelf with our 
nature, in order that he might be fubjc£l to the calami- 
ties incident to our nature, and by that means difl\ife his 
cxquifite fenfibility into a fympathetic commiferation 
for all mankind. From this argument flows a ftream 
of comfprt to the manfions of the unhappy j who arc 
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now afiured that he looks down from his heavenly abode 
with an eye of pity upon thofc who are agitated with 
the faitie ftorms with which he was himfelf aflaikd. 
He has not eflFaced from his memory the fevere trials 
he experienced during the Cqiirfe of his earthly pil- 
grimage : he beholds us tra^^lling through the ruggecj 
paths which he once traverfed, and therefore our for- 
rows, our complaints," find admifSon to his kindred 
bofom. 

As for myfelf, I freely avow, that from this confid- 
eratioh arifes my only^ only hope ! I kiiew that my Re- 
deemer defcended from heaven, to form an intimate ac- 
quaintance with human mifery ; he entered the cave 
of affliftion, and became a fojourner with the wretched, 
an aflbciate with the forrowful, in order to lodge deep- 
er in his bofbm the ftings of fympathy. 

To conclude : may this brief, but important difcourfe, 
important from its obje^6^, cleave to your mind ! oh, 
may it call forth the finer fenfibilities of our foul, majf 
it warn our COntidence, and infpirit oui* gratitude ! 



SERMOhf IX. 

THE CRUCIFIXION. 



God forbid that Ijbouldgloryy fave in th crofs of our Lord 
Jefus Chrtjl. — Gal. chap. ii. v. 1 4. 

WHEN our Redeemer expired on the crofs, fym- 
pathizing nature was convulfed ! The fun waS 
fuddenly enveloped in midnight darknefs, and confufion 
reigned ! but I {hall pafs by thefe terrific events, in or- 
der to lead your attention to more important objefts. 
"f he crofs erefted on Mount Calvary was the ftandard 
of viftory, to which even thought was to be led captive, 
and before whitfh imaginations were to be caft down ; 
that is to fay, human wifdom and fceptic reludlance. 
No voice fublime was heard founding from a tbunder- 
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bearing cloud, as of old from the heights of Sinai ! No 
approach was obferved of that formidable Majefty, be- 
fore whom the mountains melt as wax i Where;, where 
was the warlike preparation of that power which was 
to fubdue the world ? See the whole artillery colle£):ed 
on Mount Calvary in the exhibition of a crofs^ of an ag- 
onizing Sufierer, and a crown of thorns 1 

Religious truth was exiled from the earth, and idola- 
try fat brooding over the moral world. The Egyptians, 
the fathers of philofophy, the Grecians, the inventors of 
the fine arts, die Romans, the conquerors of the uni- 
verfe, were all unfortunately celebrated for the perver- 
Con of religious worftiip, for the grofs errors they ad- 
mitted into their belief, and the ipdignities they offered 
to the true religion. Minerals, vegetables, animals, the 
elements, became objects of adoration ; even ab(lra£): 
vifionary forms, fuch as fevers and diftempers, received 
the honours of deification ; and to the mod infamous 
vices, and difiblute pafilons, altars were erefled. The 
veorld, which Go^. h!td !n?/it I'J ff!!^fCu ms power, 
feemed to have become a temple of idols, where every 
thing was god but God lumfelf i* , 

The myftery of the crucifixion was the remedy the 
Almighty ordained for this univerfal idolatry. He 
kocw the mijid of man, and knew that it was not by 
reafoning an error muft be deftroyed, which reafoning 
had not eftabliflied. Idolatry prevailed by the fuppref- 
fion of reafon, by fufFering the fenfes to predominate, 
which are apt to clothe every fliing with the qualiries 
with which they arc affeded. Men gave the Divinity 

their 

* A remarkable ^oiBctdeBce-of cxpreflSon is to be fiiond in the Biih- 
m of Meaux, with our great dramatic poet'— Macbeth, in the fifth 
Ictne of the firft aA, fays — 

*i , . ■ ■ My thought, 
Whofe^ murder y«t is but fantsfticai. 
Shakes fo my iingle ftate of man, that fuB^cm 
.. Is fmother*d in furraife, and nothing is 

But *wbat is not.** ^ 

Bdfiuet, in eipatiating On thedwninion and extent of Pagan woiflnm 
conclude! with thefe word«^:— To*/ etetut Dim €X€epte J>ieu bii 
metn4* ^ , 
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their own figure, and attributed to him their vices and 
pafEons. Reaibning had no jQiare in fo brutal an er- 
ror. It was a fubverfion of reafon, a delirium, a 
phrenfy. Argue with a phrenetic perfon, you do but 
the more provoke him, and render the diftemper incura- 
ble. JsTeither will reafoning cure the delirium of idol- 
atry. What has learned antiquity gained by her elab- 
orate difcourfes ? her reafonings fo artfully framed ? 
DidPlatc^ with that eloquence which wa^ftyled divine^ 
overthrow one fingle altar where thofe monftrous divin- 
ities were worfhipped ? Experience hath fliown that the 
overthrow of idolatry could not be the work of reafon 
alone. Far from committing to human wifdom the 
cure of fuch a malady, God completed its confufion by 
the myftery of the crofs. Idolatry (if rightly underftopd) 
took its rife from that profound felf-attachment inherent 
in our nature.^ Thus it was that the Pagan mythology 
teemed with "deities who were fubjeft to human paf- 
fions, weakneffes, and vices. When the myfterious , 
crofs difplayed to the world an agonizing Redeemer, 
incredulity excbimed it vfk^fooiyhnefs ! But the dvk- 
ening fun, nature convulfed, the dead arifing from their, 
graves, faid it was wifdom ! 

, Who is there of this numerous audience, whofe lips 
are not ready to aflert that the mydery of the crofs is 
wifdom ? Who is there of this numerous audience, 
whofe life does not proclaim it foolifhnefs ? How few 
are there in this difTolute pietropolis, to whom the Re- 
deemer extended on the cvofs, is not an obje£l of fcan- 
dal ? Yes, he is to thee an objeft of fcandal, thou vin^ 
didtive man ! becaufe he forgave injuries. He is to thee 
an objc<5l of fcandal, thou ufurer ! becaufe he had pity 
on the poor. Oh murderer of domeftic happinefs, thou 
adulterer ! oh defpoiler of the riches of the pious mind, 
thou profane deiftic author ! oh violator of charafter, 
thou fatirift ! thou calumniator ! oh invader of the couch 
of innocence, thou feduder ! yes, to all thefe the crofs 
of the Redeemer is an objetl of fcandal. 

I do not pre fume to involve the inhabitants of thi« 
great town in a general accufation ©f an aftive, prom- 
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inent contempt of the Son of ^God : but I am iKfld to 
fay, that there is a lutking, utiavow^d difrepedifor our 
Saviour lodged in the general bread, which is fllently 
and treachcroufly gaining a deftniftive influence. The 
man who is dazzled with ftiilitary glory, whofe heart 
beats high with heroic ardour, who impels the whole 
current of his thoughts to warlike operations, who is 
fafcinated with the laurel-wreath that encircles his 
temples— that man is inwardly afhamed of the 
crown of thornsl The difBpated woman of rant, who 
with pride carries on her brcaft the fymbol of falvatiou 
cnchafed in brilliants, harbours^ within that breaft a 
Cleiit fhame of the facred original. The poor man who 
murmurs at his fate, who is indignant of his lowly fit- 
uation, who blafphemes the feeming partiality of Pror- 
idence--^he too is afliamed of the crofs of die Re- 
deemer. 

But we who are aflcmbled in this facred temple, will 
afcend (in fpirit) to Mount Calvary, -and lead our 
thoughts captives to the foot of the crofs. No longer 
afliamed of the fpeftacle of a fuffering Redeemer, we 
will exult at this ftupendous aft of his benevolence. 
We will look upon this awful and myfterious fcene,as a 
feeming fufpenfion, or fliort parenthefis, of glory | as a 
difcordaft t tone preparatory to the richeft harmony ; as 
the laft (hade of night melting into theluftre of eternal 
day, to the enjoyment of which we fhall be entitled, if, 
while we fojourn upon earth, we learn to think and 
fay, with the Apoftle, « God forbid that I ftiould glory, 
fave in the crofs of our Lord Jefus Chrift/* 



dbyGoO^' 



ERMON 



AOSSOET's JSERMG^. 17^ 

SERMON X. 

Preached before the Queen, at the Profe£Eon of Madame de 
la Vallicrc, June the 4th, 1675. 

ADVERTISEMENT. , 

The Memoirs relative to the rejlgn of Louis the Fourteenth hahrtn us^ 
that Madame de la Valliere was one of the prmcipal ornaments of the 
Fi-ench Court ; and that neither vanity nor intereft, but a real attach- 
vient, led her afbray from the path of virtue. RdSedion, however, 
frequently ruffled the current of pleafure,and the returning upbraidingt 
of confcience urged her at length to withdraw from a fcene where (he 
afted fo difreputahle a part. The fplendour of the court grew dim 
at the fall of fo brilliant a ftar : it formed an epoch in the region of 
pleafiire ; and when Madame de la Valliere pronounced her monadic 
vows, all VerfaiUes crowded into the church of the Carmelite Nuat 
at Paris. 

In the following Pifcourfe, the Biihop of Meaux does not wafte his 
time in extolling theferious trifles and the rigorous ft^llieswiiich con- 
'flitute the monaftic fUte : but he dwells on the fallacy of hmnan prof- 
perity, and its unavailing power to fecure happinefs without the con- 
trol of religion. 



And he that fat Upon the throne /MJ, Beh^ld^ I make all 
things »tfw.— Rev. chap. xxi. v. 5. 

MOW great, how fublimc, how magnificent will 
be that clofing fcene, when He wlw) fits on the 
if at whofe bidding the univerfc arofe ; when He 
from that tremendous throne fliall utter thefe words, 
** Behold, I make all things new ;" at whofe-fecond inti- 
mation of his will, another world will arife, a new fyftem 
of exiftence will be difplayed, adapted to the happinefs 
of the ele£i: ! Great and amazing as this new order of 
thirigs will appear, there is a change, a novelty of 
another nature, which alfo claims our admiration : I 
mean that change* that miracle which God fometimes 
operates on the foul, by the impreflion of his Holy Spir- 
it, which breathes upon the heart a purer air, and 
a-wakens a new train of defires and aflFe£lions. To me 

there 
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there is nothing more wonderful than a change of this 
nature. What have we feen ? And what do wc now 
behold ? How.ftriking the coptraft between the |prmer 
fituation and the prefcnt ftate ! Words are not requi- 
fite for the occaGon ; the ftory tells itfelf. i 

Your Majefty beholds an objeft not unworthy of the 
prefenee of fo yirtuous a queen. You come not into 
this retreat accompanied by the fplendours of the world : 
your own meek fpirit folicits you to take an intereft in 
the humiliations of a life devoted to religious folitude. 
And it Teems agreeable to the principle ofjuftice, that 
your Majefty, who conftitutcs by your fituation fo con- 
siderable a part of worldly grandeur, fhould fornetimes 
behold a ceremony, whofe objeft is to bring worldly 
' grandeur into contempt. This day's folemnity exhibits 
nothing that can engage the ctteem of the world. Th* 
ornamented form has thrown off the livery of vanity, 
., and the heart has undergone a ftill greater change ! 
And I, to celebrate thefe novelties, have been induced 
to break through a filence of many years, and raife once 
more a voice to which this temple has been long dif- 
ufed. 

AH you who are here aflemblcd, more perhaps from 
the motive of curiofity, than the impulfe of devotion, let 
/ me entreat you to turn from the objeft that is now be- 
fore you, to infpeft your own fituation. Let the ambi- 
tious man here learn where ambition is contemptible, 
that the obje£ls which are to him of fuch 'magnitude, 
are, in the eye of religion, the toys of folly. Let the 
vain woman recolledl, that her unvaried attention to 
the difplay of her beauty, is dedicating her time to the 
idle purpofe of fetting^ off to advantage a perifliable 
flower. 

As the voice of the pilot cannot be heard in a ftorm, 
fo the voice of grace, the filent invitations^ the whifpers 
of the Holy Spirit, cannot be attended to amidft the tu- 
multuary occupations of the world, ' But there are in- 
tervals favourable to recolleftion. Should any female, 
undazzled by the fplendours of exalted fociety, paufe ; 
ihould the wanderer through furrounding pleafures 

check 
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check for a &v moments her progrefs i misfat (he not 
commune with herfelf in this manner ? Oh wealth I 
what art thou but a deceitful name ? Oh pleafitte ! 
what Jirt thou but an airy meteor ? Thou didft promife 
to feed all the craving wiibes of my heart. Oh vanity ! 
that was wont to adorn my perfon with all thy treafure8» 
^at haft thou availed me ? I will leave thy abode, and 
feek that habitation where virtue is the only ornament. 
The finfal form which luxury has pampered, (hall re- 
cline on the hard unpillowed couch ; and nofturnal 
pfalmpdies fliall break mv reft. That liberty of which 
I have made fo licentious an abufe, I will place under 
the feVereft reftraint : within imprifoning grates and 
fuUen cbifters fliall that liberty be confined. Thus 
circumftanced, thus enclofed on every fide, I fliall be 
able to lift my thoughts only to Heaven : and may I 
then become a viftim, ah ! more than a vi£lim, a prey 
to love ! 

Let me now aflc this audience, if the holy truths I 
have Q&rcd to your attemioa, have exrjrp/J jn vour bof-^ 
om a glow of virtue ? Does not rather a life fo detach- 
ed from pleafure and indulgence of every kind, appear 
to you^ chimerical exiftence ? But you will be told 
from yonder tribune ^^ that fuch a life is prafticable. 
Can a life of uncontrolled indulgence only be exj)iated 
by fuch unrelenting auftcrities ? You will be told from 
yonder tribune^ that a merciful God changes peneten- 
tial aufterity into pleafure : as the funbeam melts the 
fullen ice-bound tiver into a cheerful ftream. But can 
we live in the world, and comply with the demands of 
virtue ? Undoubtedly you may. You will inevitably 
meet with many difappointments, mortifying incidents^ 
and calamities : all which if you bear with -a patient . 
and fubmiffive heart, you perform your tafk j and virtue 
aflcs no more. The perfidy of friendftiip, the incon« 
ftancy of favour, the torture of negledl, the lofs of chil- 
dren, ficknefs, deje£):ion, and mental pain ; thefe are the 
aufterities the world impofes on its followers, which 

tranfcend 

* Which was occupied by the Queen and Madame deJaVaUtfire. 
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tranfcend the voluntary aufteriti^s that form the habitu- 
al employment o£ this manfion. 

O Holy Spirit ! may my voice be like the rufhing 
founds which once preceded thy defcent ! Thou fource 
of uiicreated light, defceild ! pregnant of wifdom^ and 
cffufive of grace ! 

You, to whofe fandiification this day is folemnized, 
votary of penitence, go and complete your facrifice. 
The fire is kindled, the inccnfe is prepared, the altar 
is decorated, the minifters attend, and nodiing is want- 
ing but the vitlim. Go, and receive from that venerable 
prelate, the myfterous veil : envelope yourfelf in its 
facred folds, and, concealed from the world, eiijoy that 
peace which the world cannot give. And may the 
grace of ourflLord JCfus Chrift, -and .the iove of God, 
and the fellowfbip of the Holy Ghoil, be with you 
•vermorc. 



TltE END OF THE SCKMOKS. 
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TO THE 



EARL OF CARLISLE, 



W. 



HEN the following pages appeared as a feparate 
publication^ they came under the fan6Uon of your nanae : I 
am unwilling to defraud them of that advantage in their pref- 
cnt form. You have proved ygur claim to a feat at the tri- 
bunal of criticifm by the excellence of your poetical compo* 
fitions. The recent and complete edition of your works is 
an additional and fplendid offering to the treafury of Englifh 
poetry. 

With the homage due to your literary merit, and with the 
fentiments of the higheft perfonal regard, I beg leave to 
fubfcribe myfelf, 

Your Lordftiip's 

Mod faithful humble fervant, 

Edwaud Jermingham. 
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3I0aR APHIC AL SKETCH 

HENRIETTA, DUCHESS Of ORLEANS. 

tnpvHE ^rkcefe Hisnrietta, the youngeft diild of the 
§ unfdlKinate Chat les I. was born a€ Saeter, tbe 
1 6m of June ' i &44. Hie Queen bdsg obliged to take 
refuge ki France, cOtl&gned her daughter to the care 
of the Cetintefs of Morton, who at length found the 
means cf eluding the vigilance of the Earl of £iex, and 
of eficaping wv£ the royal infant. To facilitate the 
premeditated efcape,the child was drefled in^ coarfe 
gray frock. The conicioufnefs of dittindion and pre- 
eminence, which the female mind fo earlv imbibes, and 
which Shakefpeare ib happily delineates m the charac- 
ter of Miranda, was ftrongly difpkyed by the Princefs 
during her flight. Miranda ^as mtfull thrse ytars oUi 
when her father fled with her from Milan, which was 
the age of the Princefs when the Countcfs of Morton 
efcapcd with her fnwn Exeter. Miranda fays, «< Had J 
not fouror fire women once that tended me ?" Hen- 
rietta, impreflM with the fame idea, was ofl%nded at the 
homely gown Ihe wore, and aflurcd erery pcrfon (he 
fpoke to, that ffae was accuftomed to a much finer ap^ 
pareljand that her prefcnt drcfs did not belong to har* 
The Queen, with expreflions of the moft grateful 
joy, received from the hands of lAdy Morton her little- 
dadghtcr, whom flic had been obliged to leave at Exe* 
ter when her child was ten days old. The Queen's red- 
dence was at a nunnery in the neighbourhood of Paris. 
In this retreat the little ropl fugitive was educated ; 
and here her mind, like an opening flower, gradualljf 
expanded, till (he at length displayed thofe attainments 
for which (he afterwards became fo eminent. On th« 
jiftofMarch i6di, Henrietta was married to Philip 
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Duke of OrIeans» the only brother of Louis the Four- 
teenth. This union did not contribute to the happi- 
nefs of the Princefs. The Duke of Orleans was hand- 
ibme, and remarkable for the elegance of his perfon^ 
a^t the fame time his felf^-complacency was difgufting» 
and tranfcended the bounds of femajie vanity. A man 
thus occupied with his own perfonai attrad:ions could 
be nothing but a trifler, and confequently the Duke de 
St. Sinion fays, << qtiU fe my$it dam la bagatelU^^ 

Tke fitdden tranfitioti from the gloom of a monaf^ 
tery to the fplendour of a courts q>ened ^ the young 
Frincefs a new fcene, which demaaded her whole at- 
tention. The monotonous diftribution of the hours^ 
and the reftraints to which Ihe was fubje&ed in ijie con- 
vent, brightened her reliih for the new world which 
now prefented itfelf to herjapplaufe, as the elaftic fpring 
rifcs fromrepreffion with a greater energy. Admitted 
to the temple of Pleafure, (he foon perceived that flie 
was the deity of it. Among the women there was 
not one to be found, who could contend with her 
either for the prize of beauty, or for the luftre of men- 
tal accompliijbments. The King became one of her 
moft diftinguiihing admirers. But the Count de Guiche 
appears, by the memoirs of the time, to have conceiv- 
ed a more ardent and lafting attachment, to which the 
Duchefs of OrTeans is reprefented as not to have been 
infenfible :. Madame La Fayette maintains, that this mu- 
tual preference was never indulged to a criminal ex- 
tent ; ^e calls, however, their attachment a confidence 
libertine^ to which expreffion it is not eafy to annex a 
perfe£t idea of innocence. But many circum (lances 
* relative to her (ituatien invoke indulgence. Jn the fea- 
fbn of youth and inexperience, (he entered on a ftage, 
where (attrafting and attrafted) flie found herfelf en- 
compafled by tne moft artful and captivating feducers, 
and tlie moft dazzling allurements. 

In the year 1670, the Duchefs of Orleans went to 
England, under the pretext of making a vifit to her 
brother $ but this pretext was to cover a fecret commif- 
fion of a polkical nature, of which (he acquitted her- 
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fclf to the fatisfaftion of both parties- A few days af- 
ter her return to France, (he was takep ill at St. Cloud : 
ttie complained of a pain in her fide, which augmented 
after (he had drank a glafs of endive-water» She was 
frequently heard to fay ihe was poifoned. Mr. Mon- 
tagu> the £ngli(h ambaiTador, who was preient, fa^ys, in 
his letter to Lord Arlington, that he entreated her in 
the mofl; folemn manner to declare, whether or no fhe 
apprehended that £he was deiignedly poifoned ; but (he 
pcrfifted in returning no anfwer, and a few hours after 
ihe died in the moft excruciating torture; No legal in« 
▼eftigation was inftituted to cftablifh or overthrow the 
prevailinj opinion of poifon being adminiftcred to her. 
Although evidence does not afcertain the fmStf yet on the 
nature of the difeafe, and on the caufe of her death^ a 
dark fiifpicion immovably refts« n . 
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ADVEKTISEMENT. 

The fmtadcife of dw f^Uowing Difcoorfe, n^isr frdented td die Pub- 
iic» is racher a ftrooz tefemblance, than an dabotately finxfliedcopy : 
this, hewever, maft be undeildood only where fuperior motiiret faiic- 
tidii the Hbetty tha has heetk akbii. Hitf anmfemeet c| the Btt|;fift 
IfcMUi' b«iB| dke 6b§da pr^tofed ifl thk attEnspt, the Tnsllatttr 
thottsht lie &oiUfi better aocoiii}^ his purpofe in fupprdSng paflag- 
t5 wnere local and minute details could tecite no interefl, where re- 
Bgiotts intolerance would olfbid, redtmd&ticy fetigtie, and adidatfon 
difguft. As, however, the obje^onabk^paflages are acceflbry rather 
than efltntial, and are emboifed on the compofition rather tha& inter- 
woven with it, the progrefs of the Difcourfe is no where interrupted, 
and the chain of communicatioa no where broken. This funeral ora^ 
tioB was delivered on the %i& of Auguft 1670,10 the Church of Saint 
Denis^ where the foyal £unily are interred. 



Kantty of inanities ^ faith the Preacher^ all is vanity. 

A MI then called upon once more to pay the lafthon- 
jr\, ours to the dead ? is (he whom (a few months paft) 
Ibeheld fo attentive while I was difcharging this mourn- 
ful duty to the. Queen her mother, is fhe become the 
melancholy them^ of this day's folcnjinity ? Oh vanity I 
oh airy nothing ! Little did 4ie ima^ne, while the filial 
tear was dealing down her cheek> that in fo (hort a fpace 
of time the fame company ihould be aflembled, to per- 
form the fame mournful honours to her own memory. 
Lamented princefs ! mud England hot only deplore thy 
abfence, but alfo lament thy death i And has France no 
other pomp, no other triumph, no other trophies than 
thefe to celebrate thy return ? — ^Vanity of vanities, and 
all is vanity ! Thefe are the only thoughts that occur, 
this 13 the only reflexion that clings to my foul in the 

r- (prcfent 
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prefent unforefeen and fudden calamity. . Tlus test^ 
which comes home to every bofomi which regards every 
ftate^ and accompanies all the events and viciflitudes of 
life^ acquires a particular illuftration from the objeA of 
our prdent cohcern. For never were the vanities of 
lim world fo ftrongly difplayed, and fo confpicuoufly 
degraded.. .The fcene that now arrcfts and terrifies o»r 
attention, urges me to declare, that heakh is but an 
empty name, life a troubled dream, and celebrity a fit- 
*gitive meteor. Is then man (made after God's own im- 
age) a defpicable being ? is man, whom the Saviour of 
the world, without debafement, redeemed with his p«tec- 
ious blood ;. is man, thus^ honoured, a mere ihadow I 
This mournful exhibition of human vanity, this untime- 
ly death, which chills the public hope, milled my judg- 
ment. Man mud not be allowed to entertain an up- 
qualified idea of felf«degradation. Solomon, who be-^ 
gins his divine work with the words of my text, con* 
eludes with revealing to man his. dignity : ** Fear Godf. 
and kup bis commandments ^ for this is the. lubole duty of 
man : for Godjbaii. bring every work into judgmenty with' 
every fecret thingy whether it be good ^ or whether it be evil /'*' 
So every thiog is vain and unimportant that relater 
ta man, when we advert to the tranfitory courfe of his^ 
morta^lity : eyery thing becomes dignified, when we look 
to the goal to which he is haftening. Let us then, in 
the prefeacc of that altar and of that tomb, meditate 
upon that paflage of EccleGaftes, where the firft part 
riifcovers the nothingncfs of man, and the fecond eftab- 
liihes hk greatneCs. Let yonder tomb convince us of 
our wretchedncfs, while yon altar (from whence our 
prayers afcend) informs us of our dignity. You are 
now apprized of the truths which I wi(h this day to in- 
culcate, which are not unworthy of the notice of the 
great perfonage, and of the illuftrious aflembly, before 
whom I am now fpeaking.- 

As a ftreani glides rapidly along, thus ffows the courfe 

of our exiftcnce, which, after having traverfed, with 

more or lefs noife, a greater or lefs extent of country,. 

difembogues at length into a dark gulf! wl\ere hon- 

Qji oursi, 
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oarft, diOinflioiity and wildly pTerogaiiines are Unac- 
knowledged and nnknotm ; like rivers whrdi lofe their 
name and their celebritj when they mi^le with the 
ocean. 

If human nature coidd receive any partial exaltatioi^ 
if a fman portion of the duft of which we are all form- 
ed, could admit of any folid and durable dlftindion, 
who had a greater title to fudi pre-eminence ? Does 
not' the perfon who now awfully enforces the vanity* of 
human greatnefs, does not ihe trace her orig^ to tbe 
remoteft antiquity ? Wfacrerer I caft my i^w I am fur- 
rounded and dazzled widi the fptendour which ftreams 
from the crowns of England and of Scodand. 

Th^ Princefs Henrietta^ born> as it were, on a thr«>ne, 
pofleifed a mimi fuperior to her iUuftrious birth, a mind 
which the misfortunes of licr family could not fubdue. 
How frequently have we faid that Providence had 
(batched her from the enemies of her auguft father to 
tnake a pre Cent of her to France ? Precious and ineftima^ 
ble^ift I if enduring poiFei&on had accompanied a pref* 
ent of fuch value. This melancholy reoolle£tioQ ia- 
trudes itfelf every where. No fooner do we caft our 
€yes on this illuftrious perfonage, than the fpedre 
Death ruihes on our thoughts. Let me, however, re- 
call to your mind, how (he grew up amidft the wiihea, 
the applaufe, and afie^^ion of a whole kingdom : every 
year added to her perfonal attra£tions, and hroiq^lA 
with it an acceflion of mental acoompliflimetita. Her 
judgment in works^of literature was clear and unerrix^; 
authors, when they met with her approbation, felicitated 
themfelves on having attained that point of perfeAion 
to which they afptred. Hiftory^ to which her attention 
was particularly direcied^ ihe ufed to call the counfeU 
^ lor of kings. In the hiftoric page the greateft nK^archs 
aflume no other rank than what they are entitled torby 
their virtues : degraded by the hand of Deaith, they ea- 
ter, unattended by flatterers, this fevere court of juf- 
tice, to receive the awful judgment of pofterity. Here 
the gawdy colouring, which the harlot pencil of fyco- 
phancy had applie^^ languiflies and fades away« In this 

fchool 
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'Cckpol ottr y6i»^ diictpie ftudted ^e dutied of thofe 
perfinia whofe life forms the groundwork of hiftory. 
This huowlcdgc matured her youthful mind, and fenced 
it with a circumfpe£liTe prudence. « He that has no 
rule over his own fpirit,** fays the Wife man, " is like 
a city that is brdcen down and without walls/' Tlic 
objed; of our prefent admiration was exalted above this 
weaknefs ; nor intereft, nor vanity, nor the enchant* 
rhent of flattery, nor the perfuafive voice of friendfliip, 
could allure the confided fecrct from hcrbofom. This 
cbara£teit(Hc feature entitled her to a confidence of the 
higheft nature. Without prefuming to enter upon a 
fubje£l which does not belong to this place, I may be 
allowed to fay, that by the mediation of the filler, fomc 
contxpverted points, which lately exifted between two 
great monarchs, were happily adjuiled. No fooner 
had j(he eredied this monument to her fame, than fbe 
was fwept to the grave. Have I ventured amidfl this 
triumph of death to pronounce again the word fame. 
hct me hence forbear all pomp and fplendour of expref. 
fion, with which human arrogance dazzles and blinds 
her^lf for the purpoie of notbeholding her own nothing- 
ness i Let me rather entreat you to attend to the i^fleo^ 
tion of a profound reafoner, not to the words of a phi- 
lofopher in the porch, or a monk in his cloifter. I wifii 
to hUmUe the great by one whom the great revere ; by 
one who was well acquainted with the vanity of grcat- 
fiefs, and who uttered his obfervations from a throne. 
«rOh <5od," lays the Pfalmift, « thou haft numbered 
my diysl" Now whatever is numbered is finite, an^l 
whatever is born to end cannot be faidto be emancipate* 
«d from that nothing to which it is deftined fo foon 
to returrti , While the hand of nature chains^ us to the 
ground, ihpwi can. we hope to be exalted ? Survey the 
varbii^r^cinflKons that elevate man, you will difcova: 
none fo con^Louous, fb efFedlive, fo glittering, as the 
glory which encircles the laurels of a conqucrer y and 
yet this conquerer muft, in his turn, fall beneath the 
iiroke of Death. Then will the conquered invite the 
'triumphant hero to their fociety : theu from the tomb 
- ■'. ' a 
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a voice will come to Waft all human .grandeur': ^^^ Art 
thou become weak as nve f art thou become like unU'us ?** 

Perhaps, as a fupplement to the deficiency of power 
and fortune, the mental accomplifhments, ^xpanfive 
thought, invention pregnant with great defighsj may 
fuffice to raife the poflc&r to eminence. Ah, truft not 
to this flattering fuggeftion v the thoughts which have 
not God for their ob]e£k belong to the domain of Death. 
Solomon comprifes amidft the ilhifions by which the 
human race are mifl^d, even wifdom 1 becaufe, enclofed 
within the pale of huma^ wifbes, (he buries herfelf in 
the duft along with thofe perifhable objects. 

Have wc not feen the great and exalted of this world 
fall frequent facrifices at the altar of God's vengeance 
for our inllrudlion ? And furely, if we. (land in need 
of the impreflions of furprife and terror to dtfenchant 
us from our attachment to the world, the calamity with 
which we arc now fubducd, is fufBcienily awful J Oh 
ever memorable I oh difuftrous, oh terrific night { when 
confternation reigned throughout the palace! when, 
like a burft of thunder, a dcfolating voice cried out, 
Henrietta is expiring, Henrietta 15 no more ! — 'The 
ufual march of Death is by perceptible, but flow advan- 
ces ; in the prefent inftance it was rapid as it was alarm- 
ing. Did we not behold her in the morning attired 
with every grace, embellifhed with every attraction, 
and in the evening did we not behold her as a faded 
flower ? Let us then furvey her ^s Death prefents her 
to our view ; yet even thcfe mournful honours, with 
which, fbe is now encircled, will foon difappear 5 (he will 
be defpoiled of this melancholy decoration, and be con- 
veyed into the dread receptacle, the Faft fombrous habi- 
tation, to (leep in the duft with annihilated, kings i 
among whom it will be difficult to placobeivfo doiely 
do the ranks prefs upon each other ! fai^ximf^ fo inde- 
fatigable is Death in crowding this dceat^vault with 
departed greatne(s ! Yet even here our imagination de- 
ludes us ; for this form, deftitute of life, which ftill re- 
tains the human refemblahce ! The faint fimilitude which 
ftiUIingers on the countenance^ mud undergo a change,* 
. ^ * ' and 
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asid he turtied into a terrific fomc thing, for wMch no 
language kaa a name ; fo true it is, that every thing diet 
hclongii)tg to man.; even (as TertuUian obfeivcs) thofe 
funcrsJ e>zpre(fioils which defignate his temains^ On 
a life which inevitably ends in fuch a cataftrophe» what 
fplendid proje£t can the fonded hope ere£l ? Is then 
defpair the lot of man ? Amidd this univerfal wreck is 
there no plank to lay hold of ? — Jlere I behold another 
order of things arife ; the cloud breaks^ the gloom of 
death difappearsy a new fcene burfts uponmci tO; which 
I beg leave to dixeOi your attention. 



f ART TR£ SECOND. 

Zjet US gratefully remember that God infufes into 
our peri(hable frame a fpiritual power^ which can ac- 
knowledge the truth of his exiftence, adore the redun* 
dant plenitudo of his perfections, rely on his goodnefa^ 
fear his juitice, and afpire to bis immortality. By the ^ 
principle of analogy, as our material form (hall return 
to its mother earth, fo our fpiritual part ihall return 
unto its Creator. This, indeed, is a proud diftin&ion 
which brings into eonta£k and alliance the fpiritual part 
of man, with the fupreme and primitive greatnefi, 
God i Let then the wife man fpeak with derifion of 
every ftate and condition of life, linos, wherever we 
caft our view, we behold tJie funeral gloom of death 
hovering over our brighted hours. Let the wife man 
equalize the fool and the iage i^ let him even confound 
the lord of the earth with the bead of the field : for if 
we look at imn, but through the medium of a coarfe 
corporeal eye, what do we behold in his fugitive exid- 
ence, but folly, iolicitude, and difappointment i and 
what do we behold in Iu$ death, but an expiring vapour, 
or amachine wbofe fprings are deranged, and which lofe 
the power of a£lion ? Do ye ulrifli to . finre iny thing 
from this total ruin ? caft your afietftton as an anchor 
on Ck>d I this our Chriftian heorin^ eminently mani- 
feftedduring.tbe period that immediately preceded her 
. rdiflblution. 
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diflblution. She beheld the approaches of Death with 
an undaunted eye. He came to demand of her youth, 
the refidue of its years ! of her beauty, the refignatioa 
of its charms ! of her high rank, |he difpoileflion of its 
advantages ! of her richly cultivafisd mind, the fpoliation 
of its acquirements ! — ^to all which (he meekly fubmit- 
ted without a murmur. Far other reflexions now 
poflefi her fouL She calls for the fame crucifix, which 
the Queen, her mother, in her laft moments bathed 
with her tears. She calls for the fame crucifix, as if 
fhe fondly hoped ftill to find upon it the effufion af 
her mother's piety ; fhe applied this fignal of our falva- 
tion to her expiring lips : then did I hear her utter thefe 
afFe6ling words ; *\ Oh my Gpd, why did I not always 
place my confidenc^in thee ?" Ah ! let the proud con- 
querer no longer cngrofs our admiration ; our heroine 
' illuftrates.the truth of thefe words,' ** He that ruleth his 
fptrit is better than he that taketh a tity.** With a tran- 
quillity almoft amounting to fatisfaflion, (he refigncd 
herfelf to an unforfeen and untimely death. What an 
attention did fhe pay to the prayers that are offered up 
for the dying! which frequently (by fome fpiritual 
magic) fufpend the agonizing pains, and, what I have 
been often a witnefs to, charm away the terrors of 
death. 

Have we not hmented that the opening flower was 
fuddcnly blafted ? that the pi<flurc, whofc firft warm 
touches excited fuch expeftation, was fuddenly efiaced ? 
But I will no longer fpeak this language ; I will rather 
fay that Death has put an end to thofe perils, to which 
fhe was in this life eminently expofed. What dazzling 
attraflions, what feduAive flattery, would have aflfail- 
ed &> elevated a fituation ? Would not fuccefs have 
pampered her expectations, and adulation outrun her 
defire i And> to ufe the forcible^exprefllon of an ancient 
hiftorian, « ihe would have been precipitated into the 
gulf of human' grandeur — In ipfurn ghriam precept 
agibaturJ' Tacitus, Vita Agric. 

Let us draw fome falutary reflexion from the fcene 
that is now before us. Shall we wait^tiU the dead arife. 
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before we open our bofom to one ferious thought ? 
What this day dcfcends into the grave fhould be fuffi- 
cient to awaken and alarm our lethargy* Could the 
Divine Providence bring nearer to our view, or more 
forcibly difplay, the yanity and emptinefs of human 
greatnefs ? How incurable muft be our blindnefs, if, as 
every day we approach nearer and nearer to the grave 
(and rather dying than l\ving) we wait till the laft mo* * 
ment before we admit that ferious and important re- 
flef^on.v^hicb ought to have accompanied us through 
the whole courfe of our lives ! If perfuafi<m hung up« 
on my lips, how earneftly would! entreat you to berin 
from this hour to defpife the fmiles of fortune, and the 
favours of this traufitory world ! And whenever you 
(hall ent^r thofe auguil habitations, thofe fumptuous 
palaces, which received an additional luftre from the 
perfonage we now lament \ when you (hall caft your 
eyes around thofe fplendid apartments, and find their 
better ornament wanting ! then remember that the ex« 
alted llation (he held, that the accompli(hment$ and at- 
tractions (he was known to poflefs, augmented the dan- 
gers to which (he was expofed in this world, and now 
form the fubjedt of a rigorous inveftigation in the other. 
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OF 

LOUK OF BOUKBON, FRINGE OF CONDE. 



LOXnS BOURBON, Prince oTOonde, was bora 
on the 8th of* September 1621. His ftikdies 
Wjere direfted by the Jefuits. His militaij ardour brc^ 
forth early in li^i and fuperfeded everyotner objeft* At 
the age of eighteen he ferved as a volunteer at the cel- 
ebrated iiege of Arras, where he gave the firft fignal 
proofs of that courage for which he was afterwards fo 
eminently diftinguiSied. In 1640 he married die niece 
of the Cardinal Richelieu. This marriage, which ad- 
miniftered to the ambition of the afpiring prelate, did 
not contribute to the happinefs of the young devoted 
bridegroom. 

Being in 1643 appointed commanderin chief, he as- 
cended with gigantic ileps (through a fuceeflion of victo- 
ries) the fummit rf renown. His great merit, however, 
djidnbt (hield him from the fufpicious nature of Mazarin ; 
for foon after he had fubdued the Parifian infurgents, 
his own de(lru£lion was the objeA of the fubtle Italian, 
who procured an order (under various pretences) for 
the imprifonment of the Prince of Conde', of his broth- 
er the Prince of Conti, and of his brother*in*]aw the 
Duke of Longueville. 

The Prince of Conde, endured this indignity with 
that calm fortitude which he fo eminently poflefled upon 
every trial. His brother, unequal to this fudden re- 
verfe of fortune, funk under it ; and having defired to 
be provided with a religious book, entitled, The Imita- 
tion of Chrift, the Prince is reported to have archly 
faid, " I beg I may be provided with the Imitation of 
.Beaufort, that I may learn the manner of his efcaping 
from his confinement two years ago.'' The illuftrious 
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prlfoner frequently amu&d himfelf with working in the 
garden of the caftle ; a circumftance which called from 
the pen of Mademoifelle dc Scudcryihcfe lines, the beft 
perhaps (he ever wrote : 

En voyant ccs oeillet«qu*un illuftfc gucrrler 
Arrola d'une main qui gagna lea bataillcs, 
SouYieC9-toi qu'Apollon batiflbit des murailles 
£t AC t'etooiie pas que Msn foit jardimer. 

At the expiration of thirteen months he was fet at 
liberty^ in cpnfequence of the repeated and preOing folic- 
itations of the Parliament. It was during this confine* 
ment) that, taking counfel from revenge, he formed 
tfaofe tefolutians, and meditated upon that fcheme, which 
proved fo fatal to his country. It is to be prefumed 
that fuch were the workings of his mind (at that time) 
ficoni what he was oft^n heard to fay, « that he went in" 
tffpri/ontAe mafi innocent ^f men^ and came out the mofl 
guiity,^ The firft indication he difcovered of his adverfe 
intention -towards the government was when he aflifted 
at the meeting of the Parliament, where BroufTel, a 
turbulent man, propofed feveral things that had a ten* 
dencf to fa^ion : ait the conctafK>n of BroufTel's fpeech, 
a confufed murmur of approbation was heard, .upon 
which the Prince of Conde 'exclaimed, Voila unjfclecha /. 
Not long after he threw oiF the mafk, and we find him 
in O^ienne at the head of the infurgcnts, where not 
meeting with that fuccefs his ardent prefuraption had 
led him to expeft, he entered the Spanifli fervice, and 
at length terminated his rebellious career (as ^e Car- 
dinal of Retz obferves) at the goal of loyalty. |iaving 
obtained his pardon, he ever after manifefted a warm 
and adive attachment to his fovereign and his country. 
He died at Fontainbleau, in his fixty-fifth year, on the 
nth of December 1686. 

The following difcourfe was delivered on the ipth 
of March 1687, in the cathedral at Paris. 

The fplendid cenotaph erefted on the occafion, dif- 

played at once the magnificence of art, and the furaptu- 

ous invention of Perrault, and has been ever fince the 
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model for funereal decoration. It was fuppofed to have 
coft a hundred tfaoufand liyres* 

Bourdsdouealfb pronounced the panegyric of the great 
Conde : but the unimpaffioned dida£Hc ftyle of the cel- 
ebrated Jefuit was ill adapted to encomiafticcompofition. 
The clofe, however, of his difcourfe is warm and ani- 
mated. The incident of tbe Prince's baling vequefted^ 
in his laft momentSi that bis heart iiouU he depofited 
in the church belonging to the JefuitSf calls from the 
orator this fervid effiifion of gfatiCttdie : 

« Yes ! we will be the faithful guat^imd^ of thi^ fii- 
cred depoSt : jaw requeftj O Prince^ we will rd|)eft«- 
fttlly and afibftionatelf perfbrm. The heart of each 
individual of our order will be z linng maufolettm, in 
whkh yours (hall be inumed ! The fokmn engagement 
we now GontraAi will be held in veneration from one 
extremity of the earth to the other : in the old and m 
the new w<Mrld will be found hearts glowing with gxuti^^ 
tude for the obligations conferred upoli our fbciety^ by 
the illttftrioBS Prince of G6nde !^ 

%*The fame h^Timm»6ivtaiMi<mhoyBk^ei^ik^'§i^^ 
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FUNERAL ORATION 

ON 

IX)UIS OF BOURBON, PRINCE OP CONDI. 



WijEN I confider that the difcourfe I am entenng 
upon Is to cdebrate that ever dear and ve^end- 
cnt^aame, Louis vf Bourbon^ Prinn ef CoftiS, I am 
.«t pnce overpowered by the magnificence of the fi&jtft 
and its inutility : for where is that diftant and obfcure 
corner of the earth to which his reijiown is not become 
familiar i What I ihall ofier this day to yonr attention, 
I am <;Qnlcioii6 wiU not rife to the demands <rfyour grat- 
itude, nor fill the grafp of your eatpe£tation. Feeble 
iMralors as we are, we cannot dasBfnfe any addickmal luf- 
Are ^mat tbofe rare tni diftinguifiied pcribln^cs, whom 
Afttttfe halh feleded and highljr privileged. The Wife 
JMan, dbei^iicrre, fays with his accuftomed fagadty, 
^' J^iiMr mum mwrh prmfi themJ^ The panegyrift, 
JUbc a timid «< inexperienced ftatufary, recoils from tbe 
Jaberious talk of falfaioning a oolofial figane.*' A faith- 
ful uBadomed narrative would beft dilplay the features 
•f otir hero's mind: faiftory muft perform that taft, 
amA move the admiration of pofterity by a fimple tecital 
of hii actons. We will in the mean time endeavour 
to comply widi the rcqueft of a grateful poUic, and 
viththe orders of an iUuftrious monarch. What a 
deep ibife of oUigarimi fhonld we m>t entertain fdr a 
Princct irho has not only ftui^ a new'fplendotnr lonad , 
the throne, and exalted the French name, but who does 
honour to the prefent age, and who ennoUes even ho* 
ftum nature f 
The iUuftcious monarch tovhom I kfiely alhtded. 
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hath fummoned to this venerable temple the mofl dif-~ 
tinguiflied and auguft perfonages of the kingdom^ to 
pay their united, homage to the memory of our depart- 
ed hero ; he hath alfo ordained that I (hould lend my 
feeble voice to this funereal exhibition, to thefe rites of 
forrow. A reflc£lion (more worthy of this hallowed 
place) now occupies my mind, which is, that God alone 
forms the foul of the concjueror. The Pfalmitl fays, 
** BleJJed is the Lord mj Jlrengih^ which ieacheih my hands 
to war** If valour is breathed into him by the -Almigh- 
ty Power, his other attributes arc no lefs derived from 
the fame inexhauftible fource« We fliould learn to di{^ 
criminate thofe gifts which the Omnipotent Hand c^C- 
perfes among thp wicked, and thofe which arc impart- 
ed to the virtuous. The great diHinguiihed gift of 
God is a fenfe of religions without this inellimable 
gift, what would have availed to the eminent perfonage 
whufe lofs we now deplore, all the amiable attributes 
«f his hearty or all the fubllme energies of hi^ mind ? 
Had not religion confecrated the rare qualities which 
adorned his charafter,. the auguft perfonages now preC- 
ent would not have found amidft their forrow any con- 
follng refledion : the venerable prelate would perform, 
devoid of hope, his awful miniftry, and I ihould look 
I in yain for any b&fis on which I might ereft the ftruc* 
.ture of his fame. Let then human glory vanith as a 
traniient meteor ! and let me at this altar boldly^ facri* 
fice the idol of ambition ! I fliould wifh to bring, to* 
gether in one colleded view his fuperior qualities, his 
valour, his magnanimity, his amiablenefs, with dl the 
requifites peculiar to genius, eagle-eyed fagacity, inven^ 
tion, fublimity. This aflemblage, this conftellatioa of 
excellencies, would be nothing more than a bright phan- 
tom, were not thofe excellencies confecrated by religion. 
Go^ hath revealed to us, that he appoints the con- 
querors who are to fubdue the world, and makes their 
conquefts fubfervient to his defigm. Was not the 
fplencfid defignation of Cyrus made known twohundred 
years before his birth ? Was not Alexander predifled 
m the mpft figurative manner^ as coming from tlie 

roria! Weft, 
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Wefty^* dil AefiMse of the wli6le earthy andMt tottdx- 
ing ikt gtound i^ likt sm Alj^ht deer,, trhbfe evtfjf 
ittoiTMiMt is a bMfkd $ ftnd whole fapidptogireM i^ not 
ddayed by rugged scclitrilles, by roHiog torrents, by 
gaping dhiaftts, or by precipitdtts dtCttntn. Tbxi . Per- 
fiaft nxmarch is already fubdued. l!e tall tmto hifiit 
fays the pfopheti in the Jury tf hU poHvtt. Ht t^Jl Hm 
Jcmn to thegrmmdf andfitrnpti upon him. Do lire not 
behold in this metaphoric repreientatbn the fbmUance 
of ottr hero, blended with tl^t of Alexander ? Hear-^ 
en, no donbt, fent him forth ehdowed with erery mar* 
tial accompKCKment, t6 faire his country, tt was at thi^ 
itge of twenty-two diat the comprefaennre mind of out 
warrior conceived a defign of fuCh magnitude, that the 
moft experienced commanders recoiled at the propofaf^ 
but whidi Ti£lory fanAioned before the walk of Ro- 
croy ! The enemy brought into the field the hardy vet* 
eran bands of Walloons, Spaniards, and Italiatisi wh6 
tin that hour were unacouatnted with defeat, and whom 
renown had proclaimed invincible. Among our troops 
tn uncommon intrepidity diflTufed itfelf, kindled as It 
were at the fight of our heroic youth, on wbofe elo* 
4«ient and prrfageful eye vidlory fat enthroned f Thi 
renowned Don Francifco de Mellos waited with un- 
dannted brow for the approach of our army. Our he- 
roic youth, inflamed with fo vaft an object, and impa- 
tient of celebrity, revealed at once the whole fplendid 
energy of his mind. Yet then tranquilHtv, that faith- 
ful attendant on' true greatnefs, poflefled nis foul r on 
Ae night preceding the important day, he is known 
to have refigned himfelf to reit with aH the unruiSed 
calmnefe ef a fleeprng infant. But now the eventful 
hour IS come. Behdd him haftening from rank torank^ 
diffufing his own ardour wherever he flies. Such was 
his aftivity, as if fieveral Condes were in the field 1 Here 
was he feen forcing the right wing of the enemy, there 
fnpporting and encouraging our right that had given 
way t in one place fpreading terror, in another reani- 
mating defeat. The formidable Spaniflr infantry re- 
tiained ftiU utttubdued, which feparating into feverat 
R 2 clofc-€ompa£led 
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clofe-compa£ted battalions, ftood like towers amidft the 
general ruin. Three times did our heroic youth^ col- 
k^ng his full forcei rufli on thefe intrepid combatants» 
and every time met with a repulfe. The valiant Span- 
iard, the 0>unt de Fuentcs, difplayed under the prefiure 
of illnefs the moft unconquerable mind : conveyed in a 
litter from danger to danger, he breathed defiance : but 
the efforts of this fuperior energy were doomed to prove 
ineflFe£lual. In vain did the celebrated Bek>bur(ling from 
a wood, attempt, with his daring cavalry, to furprife our 
exhaufted troops : ouf young commander, with a pre- 
ventive wifdom, a prophetic caution, placed a fele^ 
body of his men in a pofition ready to reCft this onfet. 
The foremod ranks of the enemy, finding themfclves 
enveloped, threw down their arms and implored our 
mercy : while our Prince was haftening to receive their 
fubmifEon, the other part of the hoftile army, not ad- 
^verting to the furrender of the advanced battalions (or 
infllgated by whatever motive) difcharged on our. men 
the whole thunder of their artillery^ which fo incenfed, 
fo infuriated our troops, that an unutterable carnage 
cnfiied, till our hero, exerting every effort to calm the 
. maddening rage of his foldiers, added to the pride o£ 
conqucft the more foothing fatisfaflion of forgiv^nefs* 
The valiant Count de Fuentcs now became theobje£k 
of his humane anjciety, but he was found expiring 
amidfl: the thoulands who were dying and bleeding 
round him ! . 

On this tremendous field our virtuous ^ youth with 
bended knee dedicated to the great Difpofer of events 
the glory of the day. The fecurity of Rocroy, the de- 
graded menaces of a formidable enemy, the regency 
now (landing on an immoveable bafis, were the topics 
of this exulting day, to which was added the prefenti- 
ment of the luflre that was to accompany a future reign, 
which prefentiment was fandioned as it were under 
the aufpices of fo glorious a commencement. Univer- 
fal fame pronounced with admiration the name of our 
licroic youth J This military cffay (as it might be de- 
nominated) which would have thrown an ample luftre 

round 
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round any other perfon, was to him only the preluding 
dawn of that meridian fplendour which afterwards iU 
lumed the horizon i After this great achievement, when 
he retiimed to his court, fuch was the delicacy, of ratli- 
er the greatnefs of his mind, that, indocil to the voice 
of flattery, he received the applaufes to which he was fo 
entitled with a reluctant ear. Germany now demands 
his preiiience, to which place you muft direSt your at^ 
tention ; Urhere you will behold the moft formidable 
preparations ; where the fcience of war (by multiplying 
her inventions, and by exerting her utmoft efforts) is 
going to fummon the abilities of our hero to the fcvereft 
trial. The local fcenery is prefcnt to my view ! In the 
fore-ground rifes a tremendous mountain ; on one fide 
of which are feen hideous chaims, and precipitous de- 
fcents i on the other, an impenetrable foreft itanding 
on a marihy ground* To impede the march of our ar- 
my, fevefal forts are erefted, and bodies of trees of im- 
menfe form are thrown acrofs the roads, augmenting 
at once the difficulty of progrefs, and terror of fitua« 
tion* Behind the fovefl: the intrepid Merci (tandt 
intrenched with his Bavarian troops— Merci, who nev- 
er was known to make a retrogreflive motion ; whom 
the circumfpeAive Turenne never detected in an ir- 
regular nK>ven(ient ; in whofe commendation Conde 
united with Turenne, and who frequently was heard to 
fay that Merci never loft the fleeting occafion of a fa- 
vourable* moment, and that he entered into their plans 
with fuch a pervading wifdom, as would almofl lead 
them to think he had aflifled at their councils. In the 
fpace of eight days four obftinate aclions took place, in 
which were at once difplayed the moft impetuous at- 
tack, and the moft determined refiftance. Our troops 
had to firuggle with the difficulties and perils attending 
their poiltion, as well as with the valoi^ of the enemy. 
Conde was for fome time under the apprehenfion of be- 
ing deferted : but, like another Maccabaeua, his own 
arm did not defert him! and his adventurous fpir« 
it, irritated by fo many obftacles, furmountcd them alh 
He led the way oil foot up the fevere afcent, and hav- 
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ing, with a parferering fortittide, Idbotired td the dm* 
mit of the mottntain, his own ardoof aoeompUflied ^ 
reft. Merer ferefaw h^r own defeat j the adranced 
part of his army h foddenly vanquifbedi afid the veil 
of night fecures the remainder. I maft not omit to 
iavy that a heavy inceflant rain fell during thtS mehio* 
raole adlion, fo that our hero had not only to cliaib a 
fteep and nigged mountain, not only to combat a fnoft 
formidable enemy, but even to contend with the war* 
ring elements ! 

This vi£l<»y lengthened out its efiefts to diftdnt plac* 
cs : behold ! Wormes, Spite, Mayence, Landau, throw 
i^en their gates. Aftoniihed Europe faw our warrior 
at the early age of twenty-fix obtain thi$ imiiKyrtal vie* 
tory ! The fpeed of executbn allowed not fufficient 
time to the enemy to traverle his pkins : thi& is the 
charaiAeriftic feature of a great commander. Swifter 
than eagles, bolder than lions, are the comprditfnfive aU 
lulions of David to the two celebrated wartiors whofe 
death he fo forcibly laments : otft cf this eor^fponnd 
imagery equally rifes the charadleriftk form of our iU 
Ibftrious countryman. He was prefimt at every fcene, 
fore^noft in every peril ; and as he iiew from place to 
place, it feemed as if he multipHed hiorfelf, fetch was 
his velocity 1 the more rapidly he planged into the 
fcene of adion, the mow he feemed prote^ed fey the 
fliield of Heaven. 

It is now with extreme rchiclance that I advert to 
diat unfortunate period of his life when he was a ftate 
prifoncr. I will venture to repeat, even before tbae fa- 
cred altar, the words which I once teard him ptonounce, 
which indicate die woiicings of a loyal heart. He ob** 
ierved to me, that he was pcrfeftly innoeent on the day 
he entered his prifon, and exceedingly criminal on the day 
he was fet at liberty. In the fmall compafs of thefc few 
cxpreffive words, are contained his felf-reproacbes, and 
ihe cattfe TBod the extent rf his error. But I will throw 
a veil over the exceptionable part of his eonduA, and 
will only obferve that where a crime in fubfeqnent fig- 
Bal fervices i& £» illuftrioufly lofti nothing Ihoald be re- 

^called 
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'Called but the generous acknowledgment of the offender, 
and the clemency of the offended. 

In his firft campaigns he had but one life toofifer to 
his fovereign And his ijtate ; now he leads His fon info 
the field, and there illuftrates by the Energy of example, 
the precepts he had inculcated in the cabinet. I omit 
dwelling on the paffage of ^the Rhine, ihat miracle of 
our fovereign, and the ftupendous tranfaftionof the age ! 
in order to carry your attention to the' yoiing warrior in 
the battle of Sfcnef, in uhich he faw his father fall, and 
beheld him ftruggling under his wounded horfe, and 
corered with blood : he wades through every danger 
to his afliftance 5 and while he is raifing him from the 
ground) receives a wound I happy to have fervcd at the 
fame moment the caufe of glory, and of filial piety ! 
The Prince of Conde', from that hour, entertained for 
his fon an increafed affcftion. But his affection was 
not confined within the pale of his family and 'relatives. 
It reached the circle of his friends, it reached the mis- 
fortunes of hii diftant acquaintance, it reached the whole 
human race. Far from my lips be the elogium of a 
conqueror devoid of humanity ! When God firft form- 
ed the heart of man, he placed benevolence; there as the 
charaftcriftic of the Divine nature. ISenevolence then 
ought to be the moft aflive principle of our heart ; the 
charm of the moft powerful attraAion tQwards our 
neighbour. The fplendour of birth, the acccffion of 
riches, far from deprefling this aflive principle, will en- 
able it the better to communicat!e itfelf; as a public 
fountain which the more it is elevated, the more eafily 
can the ftream be diffufed. They to whofe bofom be- 
nevolent communication is a ftranger, are puniihed for 
their difdainful infenGbility, being deprived of the grat- 
ification arifing from mutual intercourfe. Never was 
there a man whofe compliant elegance of manners was 
better adapted to general fociety. h this the conquer- 
or who laid towns in afhes, and whofe approach was 
announced by terror? Behold him mild, beneficent, 
cheerful, complacent, and yielding to every perfon : fo 
the fame river, which, rolling down fomc eminence. 
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fwells and enrages at every obftack, approaches tiie pr^ 
cin£ls of a town with a calm and equal flow, aod dien 
dlffiiGng its courfe into various chaiindis» ooEnnumkates 
health and relreflimeut to every manGon. 

JjCt us now advert to the genius peculiar to the mil- 
itary department. As the art of war» fo fatal to the 
human race, demands the moft comprebenCve capacity^ 
let us examine his claims to that fuperior excellence. 
We have already obferved that he was renowned for 
his preventive wilHom ; one of bis maxims was, that we 
{hould fear an enemy at a diftancei and rejoice when he 
approaches : another maxim oi his was, that an able 
general may be defeated ; but he (hould aever be takes 
by furpriCe. To this principle he perpetually dire£led 
bis attention. At whatever hour, from whatev^ quar- 
ter, the enemy appeared, they found him upon his gviard, 
as sf he was expe^^ing them. So an eagle lailing through 
the air, or ilationed on a lofty rock, fends his excurfive 
brilliant eye around, eager to behold and ru(h upcm his 
prey. Though nature had endowed him with her bcft 
gifts, he (liU lupplied and enriched bis mind with ftudy 
and refle£Hon. He inveftigated Caefar's mitiury fta- 
tions with a pecsliar atfieiuioa : I rcoicnber how accu- 
rately be pointed out to us one day, the ipot on wKicfai 
by the advantage only of iltuation» Csehr compellea five 
ILoman legions, oonimandtd by two experienced gen- 
erals, to lay down their arms, without flriking a Uaw* 
He had formerly examined every riv<er wd 9|Ojiiiitai]i 
which had co-operated to the completion of lb great a 
a plan. Never did a proieflbr read (b teamed a lec- 
ture oa the Commentaries. The leaders of arrnks yet 
unborn will pay the fame honours to the modem Canar. 
They will wander over with peculiar deligjhtthe phuns, 
the eminences, the vallies, the lorefts, which jeir^e4» as 
it were, as (6 many theatres for the warlike edubitions 
of our conqueror. Jt was obferved by tfaofe who aocooi* 
panied him to the wars, and who appro^hed his 
periba in the field,, that in the ardour of combatt 
in the imminent moment to which vi£lory had af* 
fixed her only hope^ he poilefled an uneommoo tran^ 
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qtt^tf . At another time he was docile to fuggeftion, 
and fobmiffive to connfcl : but ^ow illumination flafli- 
ing on his mind, uncmbarraffed by a multiplicity of 
prdBnifobjeas ; he feizes his plan, and enforces it with 
his own pcrfonal intrepidity I On that day of terror, 
wheii at the gates of the town, in view of all its inhabit- 
ants, when he was oppofed by ah exjjert general at the 
head of his felefl: troops ; at that hour, when be feem^ 
ed to it abandoned by capricious fortune, they who 
were fightfajgat his fide have affbred me, that, had they 
mf hnportant bufin^fe to confer with him upon, they 
wmrid have appointed for the tim^ of their difcuffiort 
the mbmcnti when he was furrounded by danger and 
ddfaru:ftion : h cafm, fo unrufiled, was his exalted mind ! 
like a liigb mountain, whofe afpirin^ fumtfik, piercing 
thecbttds and midway 0orm, remaitis inyefted with a 
(plendid fetemty. 

It was referved f0r thefe eventful times to brlhg to 
onr view at the fame period Conde and Turennc ! noW 
commanding feparate divifions, now aft'ing in coiijutic- 
taon. What lioldnefai of executipn! whsfl: prophetic 
fegadtyl what perils r what fefburccs ! Were there ev- 
er feen two men of fuch a correfponding genius, 
ftsunpied vrith fiich a dlvcrfity of charaftcr f One ' 
appeared to aA by the flbw impolfe of profound rcflec-- 
tion, tfte other by the fudden influx of illumination. 
One no fotmet entered' the Md, than he excited the 
idea of the higheft valour, and awakened expedlatioh i 
yet leifurely advstncmg to* the objeft in Vie^, he grad- 
ually attsdne* flie' finnmit of fame ! And on a mem-^ 
oMAe day, procftgal of Trffety, and prof uf6, as it were, 
of life, wcknow how ilhiftr^QuilyhefeHr Theother^ 
impend by an ardent inftinftive intelligence, pregnant: 
of infpitation, nvallbd in the opening of his firft cam- 
paign the achievements of e^^pefienced commandfers. 
One, cohfidifig in the refourccs of'his invcmive cour- 
age, c^haHenged the moft imminent danger, and turhe'ct 
evetftohis advantage the c^priees of fortune. The 
other; by thie prerogative of a fublime mlndi and. of a 
certain' myikriouB, infallible peroeption (tile fecretoF 
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^iiich was unknown to other men) feemed bom to con- 
trol chance, and> as it were^ to fubjugate deftinj. 

Such are the chara3ers which the world fometimes 
difplays, when God (for the purpofe of revealing his 
own power or wifdom) ordains eminent perfonages to 
afcend the -fcene. Say, do his divine attributes appear 
more illuftrious in the wonderful creation of the expand- 
ed fky, than in thofe men on whom he confers fuchfplen- 
did intellectual endowments ? What ft^r in the firm- 
ament glows with more luftre than Conde among the 
(^xalted characters of Europe ? It was not^ however^ to 
die art of war^ alone, that he owes his celebrity. His 
comprehenGve mind embraced every other fcience : with 
the works of literature^ and with the authors, he was 
Cqu^ly acquainted: and they acktiowledged that thcj 
never quitted his fociefcy without carrying with tJiem 
a portion of his communicated* wifdom, without being 
informed by his judicious refleCkions ^d pregnant quef- 
tipns, and without being illumined by the corufcations 
that flafhed from hisyivid imagination. Thefe intellec* 
tual powers, flowing from the fountain of wifdom, de- 
mand our efteem. if et, to h^mhle the pride of man, 
. we fee thefe Qiental di{tin£tions beftowed by God even 
$ 6n tholj; who were deprived of the Iqiiowledge of relig- 
ion. Need I pronoiioce the nam^ of Marcus Aure- 
fius ? of Scipio ? of (^far ? of Alexander ? Thefe il- 
luftrious perfoaiages wet«. called into exiftence to iUu- 
minate focietyl as the fun was planted in the firmament 
to illuminate the world. Who does not admire the 
meridian glorv of that fplendid orb ? Who is not de- 
lighteid witii the prient colours which adorn his rifing, 
^nd with the gorgeous clouds an^d majeftic pageantry 
that dignify his decline ? So are reno\yne<LBcrfonages, 
thofe meiital luminaries, ordained to -ifiine iorth for the 
purpofe of decorating the moral world ! Alexander, 
whofe objeft was -celebrity, tranfcended the boundary 
of his utmoft wilhes. A.kind of glorious fatality attend- 
ed this conqueror. He glides into every panegyric, 
and no toilitary genius can receive the crown of hon- 
our, due to his memory without en wreathing it with the 
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fiame %f ^xander. If i remuneration formerly were 
due to the prowcJs of die Romansfi God rewarded that 
prowefs by giving them tj^e empire of the wdfld, as a 
prefent of no value : a prefent <i(fcich does not aftually 
reupbihem^ beca^fir it is now jcontradled and (hrunk 
to a ffenown, which Kves on tlieir medals and mutilated 
ftatees^dUg from a pile of ruins ! a renown which lives 
omneir monuments mouldering at the touch o* time I 
a renowB that is^|b^od to th^ idea, to their (hadow, 
to .that airy nothing their namie ! Behold, ye powers of 
the earth, O kirtgs ! O conquerors ! the reward that at- 
tends the labouiftj of your ambition : grafp to your bof- 
om, if you can, this glorious phantom 5 flie will de- 
ceive your expeftat^n, add mock your wiflics even in 
the hoilr of pofleffion. From the purfuit of this phan- 
tom our warlike Prince divert^ his courfe : no longer 
now the ardqiit warrior in the noify chafe of apibition, 
he treads the walk of the obfcure virtues, and of Ac 
retired graces «£ religion. jThe humble duties of do-^ 
meftic life, th^ governmenf of your family, the edifica- 
tion given to your fervants, afts of jufticc and indul- 
gence to your dependants^ attention, charity, confola- 
tion given to the fimple inhabitants of Ac ei^ttages which 
furrpund your manjions ; thefe tbwly/^irtues will one 
day be lifted high, and will at the. laft dUy be exalted by 
the Saviour afthc wbrld, in the j^efence of angels and 
of his Fath^^ 

Without waiting for the approach of illnefs, or the 
warning of caducity, Conde now dedicates his hours to 
religious refleiSlions : an eitirfghtened monk attends him 
inihis recefs : .isrith this pibus monitor he perufes the 
'(acied page, and, drinks at the fountain of. true knowl- 
edffg, ""Would to God that they who arc now liftening 
to cms diffgiirfe'would imitate his example 1 How im- 
provident to wait till yoU' arc languifliing on the couch 
of death ! How improvident tcriielay the duties of relig- 
ion, till, freezing under the cold touch of diflblution, 
you fcarcely Can be reckoned among the living l The 
mind <tf our pious h^ro being ftrengthened by this pre- 
paratory difciplineyshe was equal to the lall confli£l. 
• " .: S . Digitized by GoogtWhea 
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When the fa^ time drew near, ariS^he wseilnrtl-mcd 
'of the approaching moment, after a fliort paufe, he cried 
out in tlitmoft energetic manner, " Thy wiili O God! be 
done : O give me grace if^ie t^e death ofihejuji^^ From 
that moment he appeared as inthe jl^ of battle, ocoj^ 
pied but not ruffled, inff#tt but n^l^Iarmed, reMute 
but calm : and he looked upon death with an equjd eve* 
whethet it prefented il^f in. the languid form of HI 
isafe, or whether it ruihe^ on his vj|i|( in the midft of 
combaJ^ clothed with terror. ^* K.-^ 

Religion now claims his laft thought§*^and takes eft- 
tire pofieffion of his mind* As the milfflters of the al- 
tar drei^ near, he cried out with an impreffive #bice> 
«« Thefe are my trut^phyftcians!^ ^^1^ they recited the 
prayers of the dying, he liftened wim an awful and fub- 
railTive expeftation. |||jthefe pathetic prayers and ag- 
"^ onizing exclamations, *Tir holy mother the^Jiinrch feems 
to fufter the pangs of labour, and enduife the painful 
anxieties of a parent in bringing forth her children to 
celeftial birth. Now callingliis confefiot, he folemn- 
ly attefted that he had ever adhered to the belief of the 
Chriftian doftrine : he adde(|, that his belief was now 
attended with:^ ftronger coiiviftion, and he cried out 
with a rapturous conSience, " Yes, I (ball behold my 
God face to face/' It feemed as if he was fuddenly illu- 
minated, as if a celeftkl ray had in" a moMcnt pierced 
the cloud of ignorance, and (if I may be allftwed to fay) 
the awful obfcurity th^t hangs over oiili faRn. At the 
dawn of fuch a putainefFable light, did fiot the phan- 
toms of this world recede ? Mow^im now appears the 
fplendour of vidlory [ howi*contemptiblg the pride of 
defcentl how trifling the majefty of grancSfcr ! ■ how ;j 
puerile, how mfantine tlie-ferious toils and purfuits of 
life I Let me then fummonto this mournfjj^Jiplemft!^, , 
peilbns of every rank and profeffion. Draw near, ye 
great ! ye humble i ye rjch '! ye^poor \ and chicfw|^ ye, 
ohilluftrious progeny of *the Houfe of Bourbon I draw 
nt:ar, and behold all that remains of a birth fo exalted, 
of a renown foextenfive, of a gldtyrfo brilliant ! -See all 
iliat fumptuoufnefs can pei form to celebrate the hero i 

Cc^(^ci\o Mark 
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Mark the titles, the infcriptions, (he has flung around ! 
. vain indications of an exiftence that is not now to be 
found ! Mark thofe fculpturcd images, that, forrowful- 
ly bending round yon monument, appear to weep J 
m^rk thofe afpiring colun^s which magnificently attefl: 
ouriiothingnefs ! Amidft thiswafte of decoration, this 
|)rofu(ion of. honours, nothing is wanting but the pcr- 
fonto whom they are dedicated ! Let us then lament 
our frail and fugiwe exiftence, while we perform the 
rites of a fickly immortality to the memory of our de- 
parted hero.— I now addreis myfelf particularly to thofe 
who are advancing in the fame career of military glo- 
ry. Approach, and bewail your great commander. I 
can almoft perfuade myfelf that I hear you fay, « Is he 
then no more our intrepid chief, who through the rug- 
ged paths of danger led us often to victory ? His name, 
the only part of him that remains, is all-fuf&cient to 
goad us on to future exertions : his departed fpirit now 
whifpers to our foul this facred admonition, that if we 
hope to obtain at our death the reward of our labours, 
■we mud ferve our God as well as we fervc our earth- 
ly fovereign.'* Enter then into tlic fervice of your God, 
the great remunerator ! who, in the prodig^ity of his 
indulgence, will eftimate higher one pious figh, or a 
drop of water given in his name, than the fovereigns 
of the earth will prize the facrifice of your lives in their 
filrvice. ^ Will not they alfo approach this mournful 
i^oiiumenf, they who were united to him by the facred 
bond of friendfhip ? Draw near, ye companions of his 
focial hour 5 pay homage to the niemory of your aflb- 
date, whofe goodnefs- of heart equalled its intrepidity; 
and let his death be at once the obje£fc of your forrow, » 
of your confolation, and of your example. As for me, 
if t mayjjc permitted in my turn to deliver the fenti- • 
m^S'Of my ^likQion^ I {hould fay, O thou illuftrious 
theme of my encomium and of my regret ! thou (halt 
cverdclaim a place in my grateful recolle£lion : the im- 
age, 4iowever, which is there engraved, is not imprefly 
ed yi/Mi that daring eye which foretells viftory : for I 
wiU behold iMtthing in you that death effaces : hut pa 
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thisf imsge ihall be found the features of immortafitf • 
The image prefcnts itfelf as I beheld you on thf hour 
€>f diiTolutioD, when the glories of the celeftial abodev 
fisemed to burft upon you. Tes ! at that moment, e- 
Ten on the couch of langour, did I behold you mcnre tri- 
umphant than in the plains of Fribourg and Rocroy ! 
So true it is what the beloved difciple ^ys : « This in 
the viftory that overconieth the world, even our faith.** 
Enjoy, O Prince ! this vidory, and let it be the eternal 
objed of your triumph, which you have obtained 
through the mediation of a crucified Saviour. Indulge 
the clofing accents of a voice which was not unknown 
to you. c Thefe lips, which have pronounced fo many 
funeral difcourfes, ihall now be filent. My encomiums 
on departed greatnefs (hall terminate with you : inftead 
of deploring the death Q£i>thers, I will labour to make 
my own refemble yours : and fortunate will it be for 
me, if) taking warning from thefe white hairs, I devote 
myfelf exclusively to the dutiesof my epifcdpal fundbion, 
and referve for my flock (whom I ought to feed widi 
the words of life) the^limmering of an ardour that is 
ftlmofl extinguiibedj and the faint efibrts of a T«ce that** 
k expiring. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON '^ :* 

THE OTHER FUNERAL ORATIOl^S OF THEl 
,:^ BISHOP OF ME AUX. 

TTENRIETTA, the confort of Charles the Firfty 
X I was a fubjea* worthy of the greateft talents, a 
fubjecl the mod dramatic and eventful— ^a rebellion; 
crowned' with vi£l:<awF a fugitive Queen ! a monarch 
bleeding on the fcaffol^ » Yet the genius of Boffuet, ep-* 
erating upon fuch;rnagnific€nt materials, has not erefteA 
that ftruflure which the oceafion required. He ap- 
pears to have (hrunk with awe from the tremendous 
fcene. He declines drawing from the bofom of the. 
tefrific flory thofe defcriptions, thofe warnings;^ thofe^ en- 
forcements which the fubjeft demanded. He feem» 
cautious of difplaying to full view a fcene to an 
audience, who were then happily not prepared to- 
receive fo awful a leiTon* TJnder this reftraint, he 
digrefles into- topics not the nioft interefting. He 
pades from the juft encomium on the Queen's" protec- 
tion of the perfecuted Catholics, to the confideration of 
herefy, a name induftriouily given by fevdVal Catholic 
theologiakis to every departure from the additions im- 
poiTed upon the Chriftian dodrine. He ventures to 
predift the fall of the eftabliflied religion in England : 
^* J^^fi ^^*^^ 9^^ i^s jours (Taveuglement font ecouHs,^^ «< I 
am confident that the dUrk day of herefy is expiring.'*' 
Heuvaium ignara mentes I This religion, which was faid 
to be expiring, was then like a cedar on Lebanon, deep- 
rooted on the facred mount ; and was deftined on fome 
future d^y to wave Jier protiefting branches over the ru- 
ins of the Gallican church. 

But as the genius of Boffuet could not pafs by with- 
out leaving traces of its paflage, we find in this difcouiTe: 
fome parts imprcfled with the feal of eloquence. The- 
S Z- charaileay 
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ehzYzQitt of Cromwell is happily delinei|^ in the fol- 
lowing lines : 

M A man endowed with an uncommon depth of 
diou|Plf, now enters on the bufy fcene, equaUy iliuftri- 
eus for a refined hypocrify, as for a political fagacity* 
Adequate to the mqft hazardous enterprife, he threw 
round his defigns the dark veil of fecrecy. AS^e and 
indefatigable in peace or in war, his preirenlive wifdom 
diverted the coiitfe of chance. Yh^iant of opportuni^ 
ty, he fprung upon every favourabft incidenti and ap- 
peared to be p|ie of thofe turbulent and daring fpirits 
who are deflinedto fubjugate the.'^rld. He poffefied 
the fecret charm of cementing th^ various' fe^s vrith 
which England was overfpread, and with a magical 
touch he confolidated th6 difcordant parts of thathiQte- 
rogeneous a0emblage> inter one powerful,, irrefiftible 
mafs.". 

In adverting to the dignified manlinei^j which ^c^ 
eompanied Charles the Firft through the hifl: faenes of 
his life, he fays, <f Purfued by th^ unTelenting'^nuiligai- 
ty of fortune, abandoned, betrayed, defeated, he liever 
abandoned himfelf. His mind rofc fupeaor to the vi&o- 
rious ftandardof the enemy. Humane and magaani- 
mous in the moment of vi£lory,he:'\va8 great and dig- 
nified in the hour of adverfity. Thisis the imagei die 
chara£lerift?c form which prefents itfdf to ray view, 
when I behold him at his trial and on the fcafibld. O 
thou auguft and unfortunate Queen ! I knowthat I am 
gratifying fhy tender ^fFeclion, while I confecrate thefe 
few words to his memory : that heart which never Beat 
but for him, awakens even uifkdfk the pall of deadi,and 
refumes its palpitating fenfibility at the nanle of fo en- 
deared a huflband.'* 

The eloquent Prelate having dwelled upon her ani- 
mated exertions in favour of the royal caufe, proceeds 
in the following manner : ^ 

" Queen ! confort [ mother F oh deferving of a better 
fate ! were the fplcndours of this world worthy of your 
attention ? With an ardent ensuring zeal you have long 
iiplicld the falling monarchy I It now remains that 

^ -^ Digitized b'y Google f 



^ " ■ H> 

BOSSUET* ORATIONS. m 

% 

you iUnd immoveabkf encircled with its nd^ ; like a 
ccdumn{once the proud ornament and fupportof a 
temple)i which lifts its facred head aoudft the harodK of 
the craflung edttce." 



M AklA 1%refa of Auftria^ Queen of France^ died 
in 1683. In the elogium confecrated to her memory^ 
which was deliveted at St. Denfs^ we find nothing* gf « 
a fuperior eloquence : indeed the calm and e(}uable ten« 
our, though of exalted life, flowing through domeftie 
dotfes, offers little to^he funrey uf an anu>itious orsf 
tor* The fubjefk, however, made an opening for the 
-j|itrodu£lion dF feveral exaggerated compliments to the 
living monarch. B'ofTuet, ^oughout his extenfive lit« 
erary labours, never fails, when he' meets with an ec- 
cifion, of offering to Louis the incenfe of adulation 
with an unfparing hand. Accordingly he fays ia this 
difcoprfe — 

<< Providence raifed the Queen by an auguft birth to 
an auguft union, in order that we might heboid her ex« . 
alted above her fcx, by being Idved,efteemed, and, alas!' 
too foon regretted by the greatefl: of men*'-^ar Jepbu 
grand de ieus la hernmes. 



THE uneventful Kfe of Ann, the Princeft Palatine 
of Cleves, forms too thin a texture to imbibe zrff nth. 
colouring. The eloquent Prelate, undoubtedly con* 
icions of thb defcA, adapts his difcourfe to the mind 
and to the profeffion of his audience, the Carmelite 
Nuns. The moft remarkable incidents in the life of 
the Princefs Palatine are, herpaffing from a ftrong 
adherence to the Catholic £»ith to a total difbelief of 
the- Chriftijm doflrine, and her returning from that 
moft unfortunate ftate of mind to her ancient belief. 
The Princefs affigns the caufe oiF her converiiop to ^a 
miraculous inter;gofition, by themeans.of an allegoric 
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dream. HSm reverie pf a heated imaginatton^ the leam^ 
ed Pi»]ate'does not hefitate to bold up as a manif^ftatiett 
of divine interference. A mind free from the (hackles 
of monaftic credulity will receive littk gratification 
from this difcourfe, virhichj however, contains fome 
%int indications of genius> l4|e thunder rolling at* a diC» 
tance. ,. Mf, 



IN the difcourfe on the celebrated Chancellor Ler 
TeUier,the oratot affumes a more dignified form^f el-^ 
^uence. He retraces the patliLctf a long laboriitasj^ 
Hfe, accompanied by the ftrifteft integrity. He poim«^ 
out the difficulties Le TelHer had to encounter, tWR' 
claQiing opinions he had to conciliate, and the mena-- 
c€S as well as the advantages he bad to defpife. Yet- 
in this lifcr^f refplendent integrity, in this brilliant, wc* 
are forry toliifcoyer a flaw. . Le TclKe* clofcs his ca- 
reer with an aft of perfecuting tyranny. That band,, 
which, through "a length of years, had never figned but 
the" decrees of the moil immaculate juftice !that hand^ 
benumbed by age, and tfow cold at the approach of 
death figns xhofiaal revocation. 

It is with a painful admiration that we find the il-- 
luKrious Prelate giving a full and unreftrained applaufe 
to this aft of intoUerance, in the following declaration^:: 

Epanchons nos cceursfur la ptete de Louis — « Let me 
indulge the movement of Ay heart, and dweH on the 
piety df our monarch. Let me raife to Heaven my ap- 
plauding voice ; let me addtefs this new Conftantine, 
this new Theodofius, this other Marcian, this other 
Charlemagne, in the words with which the fix- hun- 
dred and thirty fathers exprefled their fentiments to the 
Emperor at the Council of Ghalcedon — Toii have- 
Jlrengthtned the faith ^ you have exterminated the heretics r 
it is the mojl meritorious aB of your reign. Kin^ of Heav^ 
en I preftrve t^e king of the earth / It is the^ ardent defre- 
of the churchy it is the ardent defire of the afj^mbly. of her- 
BaflorsmdofUrBifho^s!* ... 
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From thi$ unmitigated, intolerant language, and from 
St Prelate of fe comprehenfive a mindi of a condu^^fo 
unimpeachably moral, and of feelings naturalljr prope 
to humanity, we turn away with a mdanclioly imprtf- ' 
fion. There is not an emigrant Prelate among us, ve 
are weHNlffiired, who would f ubfcribe to the extermin- 
ating creed of the great Bofluet. Thefe illuftrious ex* 
lies receive that re^eA their merit demands. We be- 
head their purity of manners, we acknowledge their 
learning, we pay homage to that apoftolic courage ^^th 
which tbejr have facrificed their forjpier fplendid fitua- 
tion at the ihrinc of Adverfity. To thefe highly-hon- 
oured charadleriftics, we cannot refrain from wifhing 
that they would add an acquaintance with the works of 
otir eminent divines ; that, waving the prerogative of 
antiquity, they would idifcriminate between the vital and 
uneflential p^rts of religioOi^ We earneftly wifh, that 
as they wander Arough th^ defert of their exile, they 
would gather that amaranthine plant toleration J and 
when a merciful Providence (hall ordain their return, 
may they carry that facred flower to their own couptry 
as a celeftial exotic ! which will add a rich fragrance %qL 
the native odours that envelope their altars. ' 

Every Englifli Catholic muft undoubtedly reprobate 
the intolerant doftrine of the Bifhop of Meaux, except 
perchahfee the- author of the Hiftory of Winchefter, 
who coalefces in a nibft heterogeneous union the cir- 
cumfcribed intelle£l of a mendicant friar^ with the un- 
captivated univerfality of a fcholar. 

In a letter addrcfled to Dr. Sturges, the learned Mr. 
Berf&tgton difclaims the fentiments entertained by the 
furpvincial hiftorian ; and without departing from the 
•prmciples of his profefliJEmy condemns, like another £• 
rafmus,the encumbrancetlkat adhere to unrefulned 
belief, ,. 
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BAPTIST MASSILLON was born in 1653 :< 
J ||£ Hieres inTrovence. His fat^^ep-was a poor citi- 
zeipl^^that fmall city. The obfcuritjr of his birth, which 
gives fuch a relief to the fplendour of his perfonal merit, 
^ (hould be, the firft topioAof his praife ; and ^fitiTky be 
. faid o£4iimj as otthatilluftriouSp^-oman who owed noth- 
ing to:,bis ihceftorsjW Videtur Cx fe natus, — ^He was the 
font of himfelf alonp." 

A|fc finifhing^is grammatical ftudieSj at the age of 
feventeen he entered intoQhe Oratory. 

]\l||piiilon's fuperiors fooh formed a prefage, from his 

firft eflay^^ttjlie honour he would confer on the con- 

*0regatiQ|^ They deftined him to the puIpiS ; but it was 

only f]^ obedience that he corifented to fulfil their in- 

t^t^ons :' he alone^^d noif forefee the celebrity with 

which #iey flattcreJMim, and which was to be the rec- 

pmpf nee of h^ modeftv^and fubmiffion. There arc 

fome confident minds which recognize, as it were by in- 

ftin£l, the objedl marked o*#r^fcr them by nature, and 

^Ibize ii|||th vigour ; while others, humble and timid, 

require W be apprized of tljiir powers, and by this hon- 

eftmnorance of themfelves fse rendered only the more 

interefting, and the mOre wirfthy of being fnatched from 

oh|ttirity and prefented to the rcnowil whiCn awaits 

The young Maflillon at firQ;. diiS^ what ^e could to **' 
withdraw himfelf from this glory. He had already, 
fr<ro pure obediencAf' while yet in the province, pro-^* 
' nounced funeral orafTbhs on M. de Villeroy, archbiftiop j--* 
pf Lyons, and M. de Villars, ar^bifhop of Viennif^; ' 
stx^Pmefc'two difcourfes,. which were indee* firft at- 
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tempt$9 but attempts of a young man w||| fliieady m* - 
nounced ^ff|at he siterwards became, haiTifike^tnoft Mt- 
liant fuccefs. 

:d^l 

riors and the cardinal de Noauies haJHp^ieeli. Skarce- 



His firft fermotts produc^.tbe d||£li|b^^^ 



sSifat^ 



V ly did he begin to (hew himfelf-tn the puj^its of Paris, 
dian he eclipfed almoil all thofe \^hoatj||gtrpcrio4l 
flione in thes^x^career. He hadded|||};a^ thathe 
would not preaca*like them," not througli a TpT^^^^ 
tuous confidence in his fuperiority, bntaJiiicmgWp e- 

^ . quaJly juft and i^ture idea that he had i&rmed of ^SjM^ 

tjan eloquence. ' Ife was perfuaded that if the n^SnHfr 

. ^of God'j5 word onjhe one hand degrades himfelf%ut- 

^ tering cMMo^ttion tnfths in trivi^lailgu^e, on the'^iother, 

' ^ he mifies fiis purpofe by^tjiinking to captivate hie^audi- 

^ ence with a long chain df reafonin^l^hich iSl^y are in* 
. capable of following: lie knew that if all hearers^ 
not blefTed with an informed mind, 481 have a|fe^lH^^ 
whence the preacher ought yt,fe,^ his arms ; tq^ in 
the pulpit, man ought to be^tewn to him&lf,^tip| fo 
much to difguft him by a ihocklng portri||^ ^ to lSii£): 
him by thercfemblance; and, in fi»e, that if iti|»jQme* 
times ufeful to alarm and difquiet*him, it is fttJI:morc 
fo to draw from him thofe fl^rs of feniibility, which aft^ 
much more efficacious than the teaiMof 4efpair. -^ 

Such was the plan MaflilloiPgrt^lfofed ^ himfelf, ^nd 
he executed it like one whp had conceived it ; that is, 
like a matter. He exc^|l^ that part of Qratory which 
may (land in ftead of all the reft, — ^that etequetwtt^hich* 
goes right to the foul, but wjj^ich agitates witJwut con- 

\ founding, appals without cr-ufhing, penetrates witttot 
lacerating it: he goes to 'jflje bottom of tjie heart in 
fearch or^hofe ^hidden folds in which the pafBonsjK 
enwrapt, — thofe ferret fophifnis which they fo artfSPp 

^ employ to blind ari|./feduce us. -To combat and de- 
ftroy thefe fSphifnis, it i^crely fuffices him to devel^e 
them 5 but he does it in a languaf^ fo affedliooate sSfd 
. tender, that he fubduci.lefs than hl^ attra<5ls j and even 
ii\difplaying before dfc the picture of our vices, he kn^Es 
how to attach and pleafe us. ' His di^ioxK always df^^, 
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elegant, and pure, never deviates from that noble fim« 
pUcity withoat which there is neither good tafte -nor 
genuine eloquence. This fimplicity, being joined in 
Maffillon'^to the fofteft and moft feducing harmony, 
borrows from it ftill new graces ; and, what completes 
the charm of this enchanting ftyle is, that fo many beau- 
ties are feh to flow freely from the fpring, without ex- 
penfe to their author. Sometimes,^ even, there efcape 
from him, either in the expreflions, the turns, or the 
fweet melody of his periods, negligences which may be 
called happy, fince they perfeftly efface not only the 
ftamp, but even the Aifpicion, of labour. It was by 
this inattention to felf that Maflillon made as many 
friends as auditors ; he knew that the more an orator 
feems occupied in catcliing admiration, the lefs his hear- 
ers are difpofed to grant it ; and thkt this ambition is , 
the rock fatal to fo many preachers, who, cntrufted (if 
I mayfo exprefs myfelf) with the interefts of God him- 
felf, choofe to mix with it the little interefts of their van- 
ity, ibf aflillon, on the contrary, thought it a very emp* 
ty pleafure " to have to d5," as Montaigne expreflesit, 
*« with people who always admire and make way for 
us ;" efpecially at thofe fcafons. when it is fo delightful 
to forget ooe's-felf, in order to be folely occupied with 
thofe feeble and unfortunate beings whom duty enjoins 
to confole and inftruft. He compared the ftudied el- 
oquence of profane preachers, to thofe flowers which 
flifle the products of harveft, and, though very agreea- 
ble to the fight, are equally hurtful to the crop- 
It feemed wonderful that a man, devoted by ilatioa 
to retirement, ihould know the world fo well as to draw 
fuch exa£t pidiures of the paflions, efpecially of felf- 
love. •< I have learned to draw them," he candidly faid, 
<* by- ftudy ing myfelf." He proved it ip a manner equal- 
ly energetic and ingenuous, by his. confeflion to one of 
his brethren, who congratulated him on the fuccefe of 
his ferrfions: "The devil," he replied, «has already 
« told it me more eloquently than you." 

MaffiUon derived another advaiitaige from that elo- 
quence of the foul which he fo wcQ un4^ftood : as, 
T III 
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^ in fpeaking to the heart of man, hc^fpoke the language 
of all conditions, all went to hear his fermons ; even 

'' unbelievers attended upon him, and often met^with in- 
ftrudiion where thev only fought amufcment. The 
reafon was, that Mainllon knew how to defcend on their 
account to the only language they would hear, thdt of 
a philofophy, purely human in appearance, but which, 
finding every acccfe to their hearts open, prepared the 
way for the Chriftian orator to approach them without 
effort and unrefifted, and to obtzun a conquefl: even 
without a combat. 

His aftion was perfeflly fuited to his fpecies of elo- 
quence : on entering the pulpit, he appeared thoroughly 
penetrated with the great truths fte was about to utter : 
with eyes declined, a modeft* aft deollefted air, with- 
out violent motions, and almoft without gefturcs,* but 
animating the whole with a voice of fehfibility, he dif- 
fufed over his audience the religious emotion which 
his own exterioi; proclaimed, and caufed himfelf to be 
lillened to with that profound filence by which elo- 
quence is better praifed than by the loudeft applaufes. 
The reputation of his manner alone induced th^ cele- 
brated Baron to attend on one of his difcourfes : on 
leaving the church, he faid to a friend who accompan- 
ied him, << This man is an orator, and we are pnly play- 
ers/* 

The court foon wiflied to hear him, or rather to judge 
him. Without pride, as without fear, he appeared on 
this great and formidable theatre. He oppned with 
diftinguiflied luftre ; and the exordium of his firft dif- 
courfe is one of the malterftrokes of modern eloquence. 
Lewis XIV. was then at the fummit of power and glo- 
ry, adknired by all Euvope, adored by his fubjefls, in- 
toxicated with adulation, and fatiated wth homage. 
Maffillon took for his text a paflage of fcripture appar- 
ently leaft applicable to fuch a prince j '" Bleffed are they 
that mourn j'' and from this he had the art to draw 
an eulogy the more novel and flattering, as it feenied 
diftated by the gofpel itfelf, and fuch as an apoftlc might 
have made. « Sire," faid he, « if the world were here 
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*' fpeakii^ to your majefty, it would not addrefs you 
«< with « Bleffed arc they that mourn 9* « Blcflcd,' would 
«* it fay, « the prince who never fought but to conquer ; 
" who has filled the univerfe with his name •, who, in 
*« the courfe of a long and ilourifliing reign> has enjoy- 
f« ed with fplendour all that men admire, the greatnefa 
«< of his conquefts, the love of his pec^le, the eileem 
<* of his enemies, the wifdom of his laws :'-!^but, fire, 
** the gofpel fpeaks not as the world fpeaks." The au- 
dience of Verfailles, accuilomed as they were to the 
Bofluets and Bourdeloues, were unacquainted with an 
eloquence at the fame time fo delicate and fo noble : 
in confeqiience, it excited in the aflembly, notwithHand* 
ing the gravity of the place, an involuntary ei^preffioa 
of admiration. There onfy wanted, to render this pa^- 
fagc dill more impreffive, that it (hould have been pro- 
Aouncpd in the midit of the misfortunes which fucceed- 
ed oiir triumphs, and at a time when the monarch, 
who, during fifty years had experienced nothing but 
Jirofperity^ lived only to forrow. If ever L^wis XIV. 
heard a more eloquent exordium, it was perhaps that 
of a religious miffionary, who, on his firfl: appearance 
before the king, thus began his difcourfe : — " Sire, I 
«< mean pot to pay a compliment to your majefty, I have 
^< found none in the gofpel." 

Truth, even when it fpeaks in the name of God, 
ought to content itfelf with knocking at the door of 
kings, and (hould never break it open. Maflillon, con- 
vinced of this maxim, did not imitate fame of his pre- 
deceflbrs, who had difplayed their zeal by preaching 
Chriftian morality in the manfions of vice with an auu 
terity capable of rendering it odious, and of expofing 
religion to the refentment of haughty and offended pow- 
er. Our orator was always firm, but always refpeflful^ 
while he announted to his fovereign the will of the Judge 
of kingth He filled the meafure of his miniftry , but he 
nev<cr furpaffed it ; and the monarch, who might have 
left his chapel difcontented with the liberty of ibme 
other preachers, never left it after a ferftion of Maflillon, 
bttt<< difcontentjcd with him&lf/' Theie were the very 
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words of the prince to this orator 5 words which con- 
tained the higheft eulogy he could give ; yet one, which 
fo many preachers before and fince Maflillon have not 
even wifhed to obtain, while they were more foUcitous 
^o pleafe the critics than to convert finners. 

Lewis XIV. died ; and the regent, who honoured 
the talents of Maflillon, and defpifed his enemies, nom- 
inated him to tl^ bifliopric of Clermont. He wiihed 
alfo that the court Ihould hear him once more 5 and en- 
gaged him to preach a Lent courfc before the king, 
then nine years of age. 

Thefe fermons, compofed in lefs than three months, 
are known by the name of Petit Careme (Little Lent), 
trhey are perhaps, if not the mafler-piece, at lead the 
true model, of pulpit eloquence. The great fermons 
of this orator may have more animation and vehemence ; 
the eloquence of the Petit Careme is more- pathetic and 
infinuating ; and the charm rcfulting from it is aug- 
mented by the interefting nature of the f^ibjeft, and by 
the ineftimable value of thofe fimple and affecling lef- 
ibns which, intended to penetrate with equal force and 
foftnefs the heart of a monarch yet a child, fcem to pre- 
pare the happinefs of millions of men, by ihewing what 
they have a right to expe£b from the prince who is to 
govern them. Here the preacher places before the eyes 
of fovereigns the dangers and the evils of fupremc pow- 
er; truth flying the throne, and concealing herfelf e- 
ven from the princes who feek her ; the prefumptuous 
confidence with which even the jufteft praifes may in- 
fpire them 5 the almoft equal danger of that weaknefs 
which has no opinion of its own, and that pride which 
never liftens to another's ; the fatal influence of their 
vices in corrupting and debafing a whole nation ; the 
detcltable glory of conquering kings, cruelly purchaf- 
cd by blood and tears ; in fine, the fuprcme Being hxm- 
Yclf, placed between oppreflbr kings and opprcflTed peo- 
ple, to intimidate the one and avenge the other : fuch 
is the objefl: of the Petit Carime^ worthy of being learn- 
ed by all children deftined to the throne, and medita- 
ted oy all men entruftcd with governing the world. 

Digitized by VjOO^ ItT 



MASSn^LON. ^«i 

S^me levere cenfwrera, hovrerer^hai^ chs^r^^d thefe cxr 
€ellent dircourfes with being too uniform and monoto* 
nou& : tbey pntain^ accordlnff to then% but a fioglQ idea 
coaftactly recurring* — ^that of the kindRef9 and benefi- 
cence due from the great and powerful of the eartH to 
the Uttle and feahle, whom Nature has created their fe|- 
I0WS4 Humantty has made their brethren^ and Fq^uhc 
haa doomed to wi€ltchedne&. But, without; inquir- 
ing i»IO the juftice pf thia ccnfurc, we may 6y that the 
truth here mentioned is fo confolatory to aU who groan 
under affli£tbn> fo precious In the education of a.prince* 
and cfpecially fb ucceffary to be impreflcd on the cal- 
lous hearts of courtiers, that humanity may bikfs the 
orator who has inculcated it with ib much force and 
perfeverence. 

# Deeply penetrated wi th the real oW igations of his ft a- 
lion, Maffillon was cfpecially attentive to fulfil that iirft 
and moft refpeftahle of epifcc^al duties, the duty, or 
father the pleafure, of beneficence. He reduced his 
rights as btfliop to very moderate fums, and would en* 
tirely have aboli(hed tnem, had he not thought himfelf 
obliged to refpe^l the patrimony of his fuccdibrs, that 
is, to leave them wherewith to perform good adlions. 
Within two years he fent twenty thoufand livrcs to the 
hoipital of Clermont. All his revenue belonged to the 
poor. His diocefe prefervcs the remembrance of his 
deeds after thirty years ; and his memory is daily hon- 
oured with the moft eloquent of funeral orations, that 
of the tears of one hundred thouiand diftreiled obje£ls. 
During his life-time he had anticipated this teftimony. 
When he appeared in the ftreets^of Qermont, the peo- 
^e proftrated themfelves before him, crying, << Long 
<< live our fether I" Hence it was a frequent obferyation 
of this virtuous prelate, that his epifcopal brethren did 
not fufficientiy feel the degree of confideration and au- 
thority they might derive from their ftation ; not, in- 
deed,, by pomp, or by a pun^ilious devotion, ftill lefs 
by the grimaces and intrigues of hypocrify, but by thofe 
virtues which are recognifed by the hearts of the peo- 
plc> and which, in a minifter of true religion, reprcfent 
Ta to 
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to all eyes that jull and beueficent Being of which he 
'is the image.' 

* - He not only lavlAcd his fortune upon the indigent ; 
}>e futther aflifted them^ with equal zeal and fuccefs, 
by his pen. Being a witnefs, in his diocefan vifits, of 
the wretchednefa under which the inhabitants of the 
country groaned, and finding his revenue infufficient to 
fupply with bread fo many miferable creatures who afic- 
ed it, he wrote to the court in their favour 5 and by the 
ftroflg and affeSing plfture he drew of their necemties, 
he obtained for them either donations, or a confidcrable 
diminution of their taxes. His letters on this intcrefting 
. fubjeA are faid to be mafterpieces of pathetic eloquence, 
f uperior to the moft touching of his fermons. 

The more fmccrely he refpeA^d religion, the more 
he defpifed the fupcrftitions which degrade it, and the 
more zealous he was to deftroy them. He aboliflied, 
though not without difficulty, fome very ancient and 
very indecent proceffions which the barbarifm of theiterk 
ages had eftabliflicd in his diocefe, and which traveftied 
the divine worfliip into a fcandalous mafquerade. The 
inhabitants of Clermont were ufed to run to thefe ex- 
hibitions in crowds, fome through a ftupid devotion, 
others to turn this religious farce imo ridicule. The 
clergy of the cit^, through fear of the people, who were 
attached to the(c ihows in proportion to their abfurdi- 
ty, dircd not publilh the mandate for their fuppreflion. 
Maffillon afcended the pulpit, publilhed his own man- 
date, and caufed himfelf to be heard by a tumultuous 
audience who would have infulted any other preacher : 
- — fuch was the fruit of his virtue and beneficence ! 

He died, as F«nelon died, and as every bifhop ought 
to die, without money and without debts. It was on the 
28th of September 1742, that the church, eloquence, 
and humanity, ftfilained thi$ irreparable lofe. 
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MattheI^ t. 43. 

Te have beard that it hath been fatd^ ThoU JhaJft hve thy 
neighbour and bate thine enemy : But J fay unto you^ tove 
your enemies. 

XT is commonly believed that a degree of indulgence 
j[ and caution had been ufed by the Icgiflator- of the 
Jews, in publifliing the Jaw on forgivenefs of injuries^ 
that obliged to accommodate it, in fome refpcft, to the 
^eaknefs of a cama) people, and otherwife perfuaded 
that, of all virtues, that of loving an enemy was the 
ttioft difficult to the heart of man, he wasfatisfied with 
regulating and prefcribing bounds for revenge. It wis 
only in order to prevent great excefles, faysSt^ Auguf- 
tin, that he meant to give authority to fmaller ones. 
That law, like all the others, had its fan£lity, itsgood- 
nefs, its juftice; but it was rather an eftablifhment of 
policy than a rule of piety. It was calculated to main- 
tain the internal tranquillity of the ftate ; but it nei- 
ther touched the heart, nor ftruck at the root of hatreds 
and revenge. The only eflfcft propofed was either to 
reftrain the age;reflbr, by threatening him with the fame 
punrfliment with which he had grieved his brother, or 
to put a check upon the irritation of the ofFended, by 
letting him fee that, if he exceeded in the fatisfaiflioa 
required, he expofed himfelf to undergo all thefurplus 
of his revenge. ' Digitized by GooqJ. , 
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Philofophersi ia their moralUj, had alfo placed the 
forgivenefs ol cpjufiei ameng (be nueibcr of virtues ; 
but that was a pretext of vanity,' rather than a rule of 
difcipline. It is becaule revenge feemed to them to car* 
ry along with it fomething,! know not what, of mean 
and paffionate, which would have disfigured theportrait^ 
and the proud tranquillity of their fage : that it appear- 
ed difgraceful to them to be unable to Hfe fuperior to 
an injur y« The forgivenefs of their enemies was folely 
fo\inded,thierefore|Upon the contempt ia which they held 
them. They avenged themfelves by dtfdaining revenge ; 
and pride readiiy gave up the pteafure of hurting thofe 
who have injured us, for the pleafure which was found 
in defpifing them. 

. But; the law of the gofpel, upon loving our enemies^ 
neither flatters pride, nor fparcs felf4ovc. ,In the for- 
givenefs of injuries nothing ought to indemnify the 
Chriftian, but the confolation of imitating Jcfus Chrift, 
and of obeying him ; hut the claims, wbiclo, in an €«i- 
emy, proyc to him a brotfjcr r but the hope of meet- 
ing, befcMTC the Eternal Ju4ge^ with the fame indulgence 
which he (hall have ufed towards men* Nothing ought 
to limit him in bis charity, but charity itfclf, which 
hath no bounds^ which excepts neither places times, 
9or perfons, which ought never to be extinguiihed. 
And, {hould the religion of Chriftians have no other 
proof againft unbelief than the fuhlime elevation of 
this maxim, it would always have this pre-eminence in 
(an£iity, and confequently in apparent truth over all 
the fe^s which h^ve ever appeared upon the earth. 

Let us unfold, therefore, ihe motives and the rules 
of this eflential point of the law : the motives, by ef- 
tabliibing the equity of the precept through the very 
pretexts which feem to oppofc it ; the rules, by laying 
open the illufions under which every one juftilies to 
himfelf their infraftions : that is to fay, the injuflice of 
our hatreds, and. the falfity of our reconciliations. 

Part I, The three principles which ufually bind 
men to each other, and by which are formed all hu- 
man unions and friendfinps, are fancy, cupidity, and 
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ranity. Fancy. We follow a certain propenfity of na- 
ture, which being the caufe of our finding, in fomc 
perfons, a greater fimilarity to our own inclinations,, 
perhaps alfo greater allowances for our faults, binds us 
to them, and occafions us to find, in their fociety, a com- 
fort which becomes weariacfs in that of the reft of 
men. Cupidity. We feek out ufeful friends ; from ' 
the moment that they arc neceflary to our pleafure or 
to our fortune, they become worthy of our fnend(hip ; 
intereft is a grand charm t ) the majority of hearts ; 
the titles which render us pov^-erful, are quickly tranf- 
muted into qualities which render us apparently amia- 
ble,, ^d friends are never wanting, when we can pay 
the friendffiip of thofe who love us. La ft I y, Vanity. 
Friends who do us honour are always dear to us j it 
would feem that, in loving them, we enter, as it were, 
into partncrfliip with them, in that diftinclion which 
they enjoy in the world ; we feck to deck ourfelves, as 
I may fay, with their reputation ; and, being unable 
to reach their merit, we pride ourfelves in their fociety, 
in order to have it fuppofed that, at lealt, there is not 
much betwixt us, and that like loves like. 

Thefe are the three great ties of human fociety. Re- 
ligion and charity unite almoil nobody ; and from 
thence it is, that from the moment men offend our fan- 
cy, that ihey are unfavourable to our interefts, or that 
they wound our reputation and our vanity, the human 
and brittle ties which united us to thcrfi are broken a- 
funder 5 our heart withdraws from them, and no longer 
finds in itfelf, with rcfpeft to them, but animbfity and 
bittcrncfs. And behold the three moft general fourccs 
of thofe hatreds which men nouriOi againft each other; 
which change all the fwccts ©f fociety into cndlcfs in- 
veteracies ; which empoifon all the delight of conver* 
fations, and all tlie innocency of mutual intercourfe ; 
and which, attacking religion in the heart, neverthelefs 
prefent themfelves to us under appearances of equity^ 
which juftify them in our eyes, and flrenghen us in them. 

I fay, from the moment that men offend otrr fancy ; 
and this is the firft pretext, and the firft fource of our 
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vididraving from, and of our hatreds agamft our breth- 
ren. You fay that you cannot accord with fuch a peifon ; 
that every thing in him ofiends and difpleafes you ; that 
it is an antipathy which you cannot conquer *, that ail his 
manners feem fafhioned to irritate you ; that to fee him 
yroul^ anfwcr the fole purpofe of augmenting the natu- 
ral averfion which you have to him ; and that nature hath 
placed within us hatreds and Ukings^ conformities and 
averfions, for which (he alone is to be anfwerable. 

To this I might at once anfwer, by eftablifhing the 
foundation^ of the Chriftian do£trine upon loving out 
brethren : Is that man, in confequence of difp^eafmg, 
and being difagrccable to your fancy, lefs your broth- 
er, child of God, citizen of Heaven, member of Je- 
fus Chrift, and inheritor of the eternal promifes ? Doth 
bis humour, his character, whatever it may be, efface 
any one of thofe auguft traAs which he hath received 
upon the facred font, which unite him to you by divine 
and immortal ties, and which ought to render him dear 
and rcfpcflable to you i When Jcfus Chrift commands 
us to love our brethren as ourfelves, doth he mean to 
make a precept which coils nothing to the heart, and 
in the fulfilment of which w*e found neither difficulty 
^or hardihip ? . Ah ! What occafton had he to command 
JUS to love our brethren, if, in virtue of that command- 
ment, we were obliged to Ipve only thofe for whom we 
feel a natural fancy and inclination. The heart hath no 
occa/ion, on this^ point, for precept y it is its own law. 
The prectpt then fuppofes,a difficulty on our part : Je- 
ifus Chrift hath, therefore, forefeen, that it would be 
hard upon us to love ou^r brethren ; that weihould find 
within us antipathies and difiike^ which wopld with- 
draw us from them y and behold why he hath attach- 
ed 6> mfucb merit to the ob(ervan<;e of this fingk point> 
and hath fq often declared to us that^ to obibrve k^ was 
to obfer^e ^he, whole law,. Ay^&m. to our bt^thr^n, 
far then from juftifying our eftrangemietit from themj 
^renders tq us, on the contrary, the obligation of loving 
them more precife^ and places US perfoaally in the cafe 
of the precept. , - 
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But bcfidcs, ought a Chriftian to be regulated by fan- 
cy and humour, or by the principles of reafon, of faithj 
of religion; and of grace ? And fince when is the natural 
fancy, which we arc commanded by thegofpe! to oppofe, 
become a privilege which difpenfcs us from its rules ? 
If the repugnance felt for dutie's were a title of exemp- 
tion, where is the believer who would not be quit of the 
whole law, and who would not find his juftifioationahd 
his inhocency, in proportion as he felt a greater degree 
of corruption in his heart ? Are our fancies our law ? 
Is rdigion only the fupport, and not the remedy of na- 
ture? Is it not a weaknefs, even in the eyes of the 
world, to regulate our fteps and our fentiments, our ha* 
tteds and our love ' towards men, merely upon the ca- 
prices of a fancy for which we can give no reafon our- 
felves ? Do men of this defcription do great credit, I do 
not fay to religion, but to humanity ? And are they 
not, even to the world itfelf, a fpeftacle of contempt, 
of derifion, and of cenfure ? What a chaos would fo- 
ciety be, if fancy alone were to decide upon our duties, 
and upon reciprocal attentions, and if men were to be 
united by no other law ? Now, if the rules even of fo- 
ciety, exa£l, that fancy alone be not the fole principle 
of our conduft towards the reft of men, Ihould the gof- 
pelbcmore indulgent on that point ? The gofpel, which 
preaches only felf-denial •, which every where com- 
mands us to do violence upon ourfelves, and to drive' 
againft our fancies and our afFeftions ; which demands 
that we aft through views fuperior to flcfh and blood, 
and that we heCtate not to facrifice to the fanflity of 
'faith, and to the lublimity of its rules, not only our ca- 
prices, but our moft legal inclinations. 

It is therefore abfurd, to allege to us an averfion 
to your brother, which is itfelf your guilt. I might 
further fay : You complain that your brother is dif- 
pleafing to you, and that it is not poffible for you to 
bear with, or to be in agreement with him : but do 
you fuppofe, that you yourfelf are difplcafing to none ? 
Can you guarantee to us, that you are univerfally liked, 
and that every one applauds and approves you ? Now, 
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if you txzfkf that every tiring ofFeufive.m your manners 
be.excufed) upon the goodnefs of your hearty and on 
account of thofe effential qualities upon which you pride 
yourfelf j if to you, it appear unreaionablc to be offend- 
ed at nothings, and by certain Tallies which we cannot 
always command ; if you infift upon being judged by 
the confequence, by the groundwork, by the redlitude 
of your fentiments and conduAjrand not in confequence 
of thofe humours which fometimes involuntarily efcape 
you, and upon which it is very difficult to be always 
guarded againft one's felf : have the fame equity for 
your brother j apply the fame rule to yourfelf ; bear 
with him as you have occafion to be borne with your* 
felf } and do not juftify by your eftrangement from hiifi, 
the unjuft averfions which may be had to yourfelf. 
And this rule is fo much the more equitable, as that you 
have only to caft your eyes upon what is continually 
pailing in the world, to be convinced that thofe who 
are loudeft in trumpeting forth the faults of their breth- 
ren, are the very perfons with whom nobody can agree, 
who are the peil of focieties, and a grievance to the 
reft of men. . „ 

And I might here demand of yoi^, my dear hearer, 
if this principle of contrariety, which renders your 
brother fo infupportable to you, be not more in your-' 
felf, that is to fay in your pride, in the capricioufnefs 
of your temper, in the contrariety of your chara«fler, 
than in his ; demand of you, if all the world fee in 
him what y^u believe to fee yourfelf ; if his friends, 
his relations, his intimates look upon him with the fame 
eyes that you do ? What do I know I I might demand 
of you, if that which difpleafes you in him, be not per- 
Ixaps his good qualities : if his talents, his reputation, 
his credit and his fortune, have not perhaps a greater 
fhare in your averfion, than his faults 5 and, if.it be not 
his merit or his rank which have hitherto in your fight 
conftiluted his whole crime. We are To eafily deceiv- 
ed in this point ! Envy is a paffion fo mafked, airi fo 
artful in difguifing iifclf ! As there is fomething mean 
and rafcally in it, and as it is a fecret ^oofeffion made 
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to ourielves of our own mediocrity^ it always (hews it- 
felf to^ U8 under foreign outfidesi which completely 
eonceal it from us ; but fathom your hearty and you 
will fee that all thofe, who either furpafs, ar who ihine 
with too much luftre near you^ hare the misfortune to 
difpleafe you ; that you find amiable, only thofe who 
have Aothing to contefl: with you j that atl who rife a* 
boFe> or a«e even equal to you, conftrain and hurt you ; 
and that to have a claim to your fnendihip, it is necef- 
faiy to have none either to your pretenfions or expec- 
tancies. 

&ut Igo ftill further, and i entreat you to liften to me. 
I admit your brother to have more faults i^an even you 
accufe him of having. Alas ! You are fo gentle and Co 
friendly Awards ifhpfe, frofn whom you expert your for- 
tune and your eftabliiliment, and whofe temper, haugh- 
tinofs, and itianners (hock you ! You bear with all 
their pride, theirrepulfes, their feorns ; you fwatlow all 
their inequaltt^s and caprices : you are never diiheart- 
ened ; your patience is always greater than your an- 
tipathy and your repugnance, and you ncgleft nothing 
to pleafe. Ah ! If you regarded your brother, as he 
upon whom depends your eternal falvation,^as he to 
whom you are to^ be indebted, not for a fortune of dirt, 
and an uncertain eftablifhment, but for the fortunes* 
venof your eternity, would you follow, with regard to 
him, ^e caprice of your fancy i Would you not ^on^ 
quer the unjuft antipathy which eftranges you from 
him ? Would you fuffer fo much in putting your in- 
clinations in unifon with your eternal int^refts, and in 
dokig upon yourfelf fo ufeful and fo neceiTary a vio«- 
lence ? You bear with evjery thing for the world and 
for vanity ; and you cry out, how hard ! from the mo- 
ment that a (ingle painful proceeding is esarted of you 
for eternity. ^ 

And fay not that there are caprices of nature, of 
which no account can be given, and that we are not 
the mailers of our fancies and likings. I grant this to 
a certain point 5 but there is a love of reafon andof -rc- 
ligion^ which ought always to gain the day over that of 
. U n pature. 
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nature. The gofpel exa£ls not that you have a fancy 
for ydUT brother, it exa£bs that you love bijn ; that is 
t6 fayi that you bear with him, that you excufe him, 
that you conceal his faults, that you ferve him } in a 
word, that you do for him whatever you would wiffa to 
have done for yourfelf. Charity is not a blind and ca* 
pricious fancy, a natural liking, a fympathy of temper 
And difpofition ; it is a juft, enlightened, and reafona- 
ble duty ; a love which takes its rife in the impulfes of 
grace, and in the views of faith. It is not rightly lov- 
ing our brethren, to love them only through fancy ^ 
it is loving one's felf.- Charity alone enabres us to love 
them as we ought, and it alone can form real and fted- 
faft friends. For fancy is continually changing, and 
idkarity never dieth ; fancy feeks only itfelf, and charity 
feeketh not its own interefts, but the intereft of whom 
it loves ; fancy is not proof againft every thing, a lofs^ 
a proceeding, a difgrace, and charity rifeth fuperior to 
death : fancy loves only its own conveniency ^ and 
charitv findeth nothing amifs, and fufiereth every thipg 
for whom it loveth ; fancy is blind, and often rendera 
even the vices of our brethren amiable to us ; and char- 
ity never givcth praife to iniquity, and in others loveth 
only the truth. The friends of grace are therefor 
much more to be relied on than thofe of nature. The 
fame fancy which unites the manners,. is oft^, a mo- 
ment after, the caiife of feparating thein ', bui the ties 
formed by charity, eternally endure. 

Such is the firft fource of our likings and of our ha^ 
treds, the injuftices and the capricioufnefs of our. fancy, ' 
Intereft is the fecond : for noching is more common 
than to hear yop juftifying your animofities, by telling 
us that fuch a man hath neg]e€led nothing to ruin you ; 
thaf hehas been the mean of blailing your fortune ; 
that he continually excites vexatious matters againft 
you ; that you find him an inAiperable iqripiediment in 
your way,,and that It is difficult to love an enemy fo 
bent on injuring you. 

But, granting that you fpeak the truth, I anfwer to 
. you : to ail the other ills which your brother hath cauf- 

cd 
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ed to yoU| why fhould you add that of hating himi 
which is the greateft of aH| (ince ail the others have 
tended to ravi(h from you only fleeting and frivolous 
riches, while this is the caufe of ruin to youf foulj and 
deprives you for* ever of your claim to an immortal 
kingdom ? In hating him, you injure yourfelf much 
morp than all his malignity with refpeft to you could 
ever do : he hath ufurped, the panrimony of your fa- 
thers j it may be fo 5 and, in order to avenge yourfelf^ 
you renounce the inheritance of the heavenly Father^ 
and the eternal putrimony of Jefus ChriflE. You take 
your revenge then upon yourfelf; and, in order to con- 
fble yourfelf for the ills done to you by your brother, 
you provide for yourfelf one without ^nd and without 
meafure. 

And, moreover, Does your hatred towards your 
brother reftore any of thofc advantages which he hath 
fnatchcd from you ? Does it ameliorate your condi- 
tion ? What do you reap from your animofity and your^ 
rancour ? In hating him, you fav that you confple 
yourfelf ; And this is the only coniblacion left to yott. 
What a confolatioir, j^reat God ? is that of hatred, that 
is to fay, of a gloomy and furious pallion, which gnaws 
the heart, iheds anguifh and forrow through ourfelves, 
and begins by punilhing and rendering us miferable ! 
What a cruel pleafure is that of hating, that is to fay, 
of bearing on the heart a load of rancour, which em- 
poifous every other moment of hfe 1 What a barbarous* 
method of confoUng one's felf ! And are you not wor- 
thy of pity, to feek a refource in your evils, which 
anfwers no purpofe but that of etemifing, by hatred, a 
tranfitory injury ? 

But let us ceafe this human language, and fpeak 
that of the gofpel,-to which our mouths are conftcra-^ 
ted. If you were Chriftian, my dear hearer ; if you 
had I not loft faith, far from' hating thofe whom God 
hath made inftrumental in blading your hopes and your 
projefts of fortune, you would regard them as the in- 
itruments of God's mercies upon your foul, as the min-^ 
ifters of your fanftification, and the blefied rocks which; 

hav-e 
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hate been the means of faving you from (bipwreck. 
Too would have been loft in credit and in elevation j 
you would then have negledled your God : your am- 
bition would have increafcd with your fortonej and 
death would have furprifed ^ou in the vortex of the 
World of paiIion«, and of human expe^ancies. But, 
m order to fave your foul, the Lord, in his great mer- 
cy, hath raifed up obftacles which have ftopl your 
courfe. He hath employed an envious perfon, a rival 
to fupplatit you, to keep you at a diftance from favours, 
and to place himfelf betwixt you and ihe precipice, in- 
to which you was running headlong, for ever to pe.rifh : 
he huth feconded, as I may fay, his ambition ; he 
hath favoured his dcfigns ; and, through an incomprc- 
henfible excefs of goodncfs towards you, he hath croflh " 
cd your worldly fchemes : he hath raifed up your ene- 
my in time, in order to fave you in eternity. You 
ought therefore to adore the eternal deCgns of his juf- 
ticc and of his mercy upon men $ to confider your (>roth- 
cr as the blefled caufe of your falvation i to entreat of 
God, that, feeing his ambition or his bad intentions 
have been employed to fave ypu, he may infpire him 
with fincere repentance, and that the perfon who hath 
been the inftrument of your falvation be not permitted 
to perifh himfelf. 

Yes, my brethren, our hatreds proceed entirely 
from our want of faith. Alas I If we regarded every 
thing which pafles, as a vapour without fubftance ^ if 
we were thoroughly convinced that all this is nothing, 
that falvation is the great and important affair, and 
that our treafure and our true riches are only in eterni- 
ty, where, ill the twinkling of an eye, we fhall be ; if 
we were convinced of it, alas ! we would confider men, 
whoapaflionately quarrel and difpute with each other, 
for the dignities of the earth, as children who fall out 
among themfeives for the pl^y-things which amufe 
their eye, wbofe childifh hatreds and animofitics turn 
upon nothings, which infancy alone, and the feeble 
(Ute of reafon magnify in their eyes. Tranquil on the 
g,reateft and moft important eventSf on the lofs of Ac 
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patrimony of their fathers, and the fall of their fami-; 
ly, and keen even to excefs^ when' deprived of any of 
the little trifling objc£ls which delight their infancy. 
Thus, O my G5d, foolifh and puerile men feel not the 
lofs of their heavenly inheritance, of that immortal pat- 
rimony, bequeathed to them by Jcfus Chrift, and which^ 
their brethren are already enjoying in heaven. They 
unconcernedly* fee the kingdom of God, and* the only 
true riches pafs zwzj from* them ; and like children^) 
they are inflamed witbrage, and mutually arm againfl:: 
each other, from the inftant that. their frivolous poffrf-c 
iions are encroached upon, or that any attempt is made- 
to deprive them of thofe childifh play-things, the only 
value or importance of which, is that of ferving to de-- 
ceive theip feeble rcafon, and to amufe their child*-- 
hood; 

Eor a Chriftiani interefl: is therefore an unworthy' 
and criminal pretext for his hatred towards his breth- 
ren ; but vanity, which is their lait refource, is fl;iU> 
Icfs excufable. 

Por,mybrethren> we wifli tobeapprovediandtohave" 
ear facUtsas well as our virtues applauded ; and al-- 
though we feci our own weaknefles^ yet we are fo un-- 
reafonablej as to exaft that others fee them^not, and 
that tbey even give crtdit to us for certain qualities^, 
which we inward I y reproach to ourfelves as vices. We 
oould wiib that all mouths were filled folely with our 
praifes ;and that the world, which forgives nothing,, 
which fparcs.not even its ma(ters, fhould admire in us> 
what it cenfures in others^ 

In efieit, you complain, that your enemy hath both- 
privately ancf publicly decried you ; that he hath add- 
ed calumny to flander; that he hath attacked yoa ia^ 
the tendered' and mod feeling quarter, and that he hath*- 
negleded nothing to blaityouv honour and your rep-^^ 
station in the opinion of nten; 

But, before replyingto this, I mightfirft fay to you^ 
" miftruft t}»c reports which have been made to you of 
your brother ;^tke mod innocent fpeeches reach us fo' 
empolIoHed, through the malignity of the tongues^ 
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irhidi hzrc conveyed them ; there are & many mean 
^tttrerS} who (belc to be agrdeabk at the expenfie of 
thofe vhoarenot fo ; there are fo many dark zni 
wicked minds, wbofe only pleafure lis in finding out e- 
v3 wtiere none is meaiit| and in fewkig dHlention a- 
mong men v there are fo many Toiatile and imprudent 
cteraftert ^ who unfeafonablyy and with an envenomed 
air, repeat what at (irfl: had been only faid with the 
mod innocent intentions ; there are fo mahy men, nat<- 
vrally giTen to the hyperbole, and in whofe mouther- 
e^ tfaai^ 18 magnified, and departs from the natural 
a(nd tfimple truth ; I here ^peal to yourfelf* Has k 
never happened to you^ihat your moft innocent faykigs 
have been empoifoned, and circumftances added to your 
vecitais, which you had never even thought of ? Have 
you not then exclaimed againfl; the injuftice and the ma* 
Bgnity of the repeaters ? Why might not you, in your 
turn, have been deceived ? And if ev^ry thing which 
pafles through a variety of channek, be in general adul* 
terated, and never reach us in its original purity, mhj 
&ould yciu fuppofethat difconrfes^ which relate to you 
a^ne, were exempted from the fame lot, and were en«» 
titled to more attention and belief ? 

*¥ou *iU no doubt reply, thaf thefe general max»n& 
are not the point in queftion, and that the a£bons of 
which 70U complain, are not doubtful, but po&ive» 
I adrnit it ', and ( aflc if your brother have not on his 
fide, the fame reproaches to mafee to you j if yotn hafffc 
always been very lenient and very charitable to ins. 
faulty 5 if you have always rendered jufUce, even to 
Ms good qualities i if you^have never permitted. him ta 
be revilbd in your prefenoe 4 if you have not aided tha 
maligffity dFfuch difcauo'fes byan a^(9:ed modecation,, 
whiiehliach only tended to blow up the fire of detrac- 
tion^ a«3d' to ftipply new« traits againft your btother; I 
alk you, if you are even ciroumfpeA towards^ the reft 
of men j if you readily forgive the weakniefe of others ; 
tf your tangne be not in general, dipt in wormwood 
and gall -, li the beft edablii^ted reputation, be not al- 
wsofs in. danger in jour hands ^ and,, if the faddefit and 
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med private htftories^ do not fpeedily become matter 
of notoriety, through your maligaity and iropirudcnce-^ 
O m»n ! ThoupuCbeft delicacy and fen£bility to fuch 
lengths, upon whatever regards thyfelf ! We have oc-* 
cfli^B for all the terror of our nnlniftryi and for all the 
other maft weighty iaducenients of religton, to bring 
thee to foi;give to thy ba^other, a fingle fpeech» frequent- 
ly a word which imprudence^ which chancCi which 
ckpciiiRftanceSi which perhaps a juft refentment hath 
forced bom him, i aod the lioentioufnefa of thy di£- 
oeur&s towards o^bers, knows neither the bonds of po.* 
peiitenefs* sor of that decency which the world iifelf 
pi^dcribea. 

But, granting that you have nothing to reproach 
youilfelf'^Mi the part of moderation towards your broth* 
er. What do you gain by hating him ? Do you there- 
by efface the fatal im^HreiTions which im' difcourfes 
xxKay have kft on the minds of men ? On the contrary^ 
you iniiEk a fre(h wound upon your heart ; yott give 
y:oiirfeilf a ftab which carries death to your foul; you 
vnreQch the fword fi:t>m his handft, if I may fpeak in 
this manner, in order to pknge it imo yourfelf. fly 



the innocency of your mannefs, and the integrity of 
your condiid;, make the injuftice of his difcouxfes evi> 
dent : deftroy, by a life free from reproach^ the preju- 
dices to which he may have given rife againft yott t 
make the meaoneft and the imqutty of his calumoiea 
revert upon >him£elf, by the praddce of thofe viirtueB^ 
cxt&iy oppofke to the faults which he imputes to you t 
fiieh ts the j^wft and l^gal manner of Tevenging yotidblL. 
'Sriumphovier his ma}ioM>y your manner^^ami by your 
filcttce: -yoAi will heap living cc^k npon his head ; yavt 
^f'^i gain the. public on yoyar fide ; you witt leave iiotb« 
iag to fom eneQ&y». but the infamy of his pafSon, ami 
of his im^fitions. But hating htm, is the revenge of 
the wieak, and the fad confolation of ikt guilty ; in a 
word, it is the jonly refuge of thofe who can find none 
in virtue^ and in innocence; 

But let us now quit all thefe ixafbnings, and come- 
to«the eflbntiaL pomt. You ace commanded to love 
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thofe who dcfpitcfuHy ufc and caliinaniatc yon ;r to 
pray for them, to ctitreat their converfion of God, that 
be change their rancorous bean, that he infpirc them 
with fentiments of peace and of charity, and that he 
place them among the number of his holy* You arc 
commanded to confider them a% akeady citizens of the 
heavenly Jerufalcm, with whom yeu ihali form only 
one voice m finging 'the* immortal praifea^ of grace. 
You ar& commanded to look upoir in^ries as bieffingSy 
as the punHhment of your hidden crtmes, for which 
you have fo often merited to be covered with confufion 
Defore men ;^ as the price of the kingdom o^f God, 
which is promifed to thofe alone, who with piety bear 
with perfecution and^ cafunmy. 

For, after all, it mud come to this« Self-love aldne 
would msdce us to love thofe who love u$, who praife 
us, who publifli our virtues, falfe or ^rue ; fuch wa$ 
die whole virtue of the Pagans ; for, faid Jefus Chrift, 
if ye love thofe that love you, what reward have ye^ 
do not even the publicans fo ? But religion goes far- 
ther : it requires u6 to love thofe who hate and perfecute 
us : it fixes- at that price the mercies ofSod upon us,^ 
and declares to us, that no forgivenefs is to be expeA* 
ed for ourfclves, if we grant it not to our brethren. 

And candidly, would you have God -to foi^et the 
crimen and the horrors of your whole life, to be infen- 
fible to his own* glory, which you have fo often infult- 
ed, while you cannot prevail upon yourfelf to forget a 
word ;. while you are fo warm, for^delicate^ and fo paf- 
fionate upon the intcrcfts of your glory ; you- who per- 
haps enjoy a reputation which you have never merit- 
ed ; you, who, were you to be known fuch as you are, 
would be covered with eternal ftiame and confufion j 
you,in a word, of whom the moil injurious difcoufrfes 
only impcrfcflly reprefent the fecret wretchednefs, and 
of which God alone knoweth the extent ? Great God! 
how little (hall finners have to fay for tbemfelves, 
when thou wiJt pronounce againft them the fentenceof 
thetr eternal condemnation ! 

You will probably tcU us,, that ybu^ perfeAl;^ agree 
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to the duties which religion hereupon impofesi but 
that the laws of honour have prevailed over thofe of 
religion 1 that» if difcourfes and proceedings of a oei^ 
tain defcription be tranquilily fubmitted to> lading dif-« 
honour and infam7> in the eyea of men, mud neceflari^ 
ly follow ; that to forgive through motives of religioHi 
is nevertheleis a ftain of cowardice, which the woidd 
never pardons, and that on this point, honour acknowl- 
edges neither exception nor privilege. 

What is this honour, my brethren, which is to be 
bought only at the price of our fouls, and of our eter* 
nal falvation ? And how worthy of pity, if guilt alone 
can fave from ignominy ! I know that it is here that 
the falfe laws of the world feein to prevail over thofe 
of religion 5 and that the wifeft themfelves, who exe- 
crate this abu&, are however of opinion that it muft be 
fubmitted to. But I fpeak before a Prince, who, wif- 
er than the world, and filled with a jud Indignation a- 
gainft a madnefs fo contrary to the maxims of the gof- 
pcl, as well as to the interefts of the ftate, haih ihcwn to, 
his fubjedswhat is the true honour, and who, in forc- 
ing criminal arms from their hands, hath marked with 
lulling infamy thofe barbarous modes of revenge, to 
which the public error had attached a deplorable glp- 

What, my brethren, an abominable, maxim, which 
the barbarity of the firft manners of our anccilors alone 
hath confecrated, and handed down to us, ihould pre- 
vail over all the rules of Chriftianity, and all the mod 
inviolable rules of the (late ! It fliould be no dilhonour 
to bathe your hands inn your brother's blood, while it 
would be one to obey God, and the prince, who holds 
bis place in the world 1 Glory would no longer then 
be but a madnefs, and cowardice but a noble refpedt 
for religion^ and for our raafter. x ou dread palling 
for a coward ! Shew your valour then by Ihedding your 
blood in the defence of your country ; go and brave 
datigers at the head. of our armies, and there feek glory 
in the difcharge of your duty ; eftablifli your reputation . 
by aftioivs worthy of being ranked among the memorable 

events 
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crents of a reign fo glorious ; fuch is that valour, 
which the ftate requires and which religion authorifes. 
'fllen defpife thefe brutal and pcrfonal vengeances ; 
look upon them as a childifli oftentation-of valour, 

« which is often ufed as a cover to a£lual cowardice $ 
as the vile and vulgar refuge of thofe who have nothing 
fignal to eftablifti their charaftcr; as a forced and an 
equivocal proof of courage, which the world wrefts 
from us, and againft which the heart often revolts. 
Far from imputing fliame to you, the world itfelf will 
make it a freih title of honour to you ; you will be 
ftill more exalted iir its opinion ; and you will teach 
your equals, that mifplaced valour is liothing but a bru- 
tal fear ; that wifdom and moderation ever attend true 
glory J that whatever difhonours humanity can never 
do honour to men ; and that the gofpel> which incul- 
cates and commands forgivepefs, hath made more he- 
roes than the world itfelf, which preaches up revenge. 
You will perhaps fay that thefe maxims do not regard 
you, that you have forgotten all the fubjefts of com- 
plaint which, you had againft your brother, and that a 
reconciliation hath put an end to theecht ofyourmif^ 
underltandings and of your quarrel. Now, I fay, that 
it is more efpecially on this point that you are grofsly 
deceived ; and, after^iaving ihewn to you the injuftice 
of our hatreds, it is my duty now. to prove to you the 
falfity of our reconciliations. 

Part II. There is not a precept in the law which 
leaves lefs room for doubt or for miftake, than that 
which oUtges us to love our brethren 5 and, neverthc- 
lefs, there is none upon which more illufions and £alfe 
maxims aie founded. In effc6^, there is-not almoft a 

. perfon who doth not fay, that he hath heartily forgiv- 
en his brother, and tlrathis confcience is perfedlly tran- 
quil on that head •, and, nevcrthelefs, nothing is more 
rare than finccre forgivenefe, and there arc few inftan- 
CCS of a reconcilement which changes the heart, and 
which is not merely a falfc appearance of renewed am- 
ky ; whether it be confidcrcd in its principle or wheth- 
er the proceedings and confequences o£ it be e^uimined. 

Cligitized.by CjOOQ IC 



FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES. 239 

I fayi in its principle ; for, my brethren, in order 
that a rconciliation be fincere and real, it is neceffary 
that it take its fource in charity, and in.a Chriftian l«rc 
of our brother* Now, human motives engrofs, in gen- 
eralj a work which can be the work of grace alone. 
A reconciliation takes place, in order not to perfift a- 
gainfi; the pteffing entreaties of friends f in order, to a- 
void a certain difagreeable eclat, which would necefTa- 
rily follow an open hoilility, and which might revert 
upon ourfelves ; in order not to exclude ourfelves 
from certain focieties, from which^jve would be under 
the neceffity.of banifhing ourfelves were we obftinate- 
ly to perfift in being irreconcilable to our brother. 
A reconciliation takes place through deference to the 
great, who exa£l of ^us that compliance, in order to ac« 
quire a reputation for moderation and grcatnefs of foul ; 
in order to avoid giving tranfa£lions to the public which 
would not correfpond with that idea which we would 
wi0i it to have of jus 5 in order, at once, to cut fhort 
the continual complaints and the infulting difcourfes of 
an enemy, who knows us perhaps only too well,and who 
has once been too deep in our confidence, not to merit 
fome caution and deference on our part, and that, by 
a reconciliation, we (hould endeavour to filence him. 
What more (hall I fay ? We are reconciled perhaps like 
Saul, in order more fecurely to ruin our enemy, and to 
lull his vigilance and precautions. 

Such are, in general, the motives of thofe reconcili- 
ations which every day take place in the world. And 
what I fay hete is fo true, that fint^crs who iliew no 
Cgn of piety on any other occafion, are howoier recon-' 
cited to their brethren in daily inftanccs \ and they who 
cannot prevail over themfelve^ in the eafieft duties of 
the Chriflian life, appear as heroes in the accomplifh* 
ment of this one, which, of all others, is the mo ft diffi^ 
cult. Ah ! it is becaufe they are heroes of vanity and 
not of charity : it is, that they leave that part of the re- 
conciliation which alone is heroical and ivrduous in the 
fight of God, VIZ. an oblivion upon the paft injury, and 
a total revolution of our heart towards our brpthcr 5 

and 
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and they retain of it only that part which i$ glorkms in 
the fight of men, viz. an appearance of DKxieratilHi, 
and a promptitude towards aitiity, v^ch Ac world it« 
felf pndfes and a^ires. 

But, if the grea^eft part of ree(mciliations tux^ out to 
be falfe when their motives are examined, they are not 
kfs fOf if weeonfider diem in their ^oceedix^a. Tes^ 
my hrethren, what meafuves and nc^ociations ! Wixat 
formalities and folicitudiss in conciudi^ tbem ! What 
attentions to beftow, and captions to obfenre ! What 
imerc^ to jsonciliate, obftades to remd^, and fteps to 
accomplifii ! Thus yoor reconciliation is not the wosk 
ef charity, but of the wifdom and ikill of your ftiends | 
it is a worldly affair ; it is not a religious ftep ; it is 
a treaiy happiljr concluded ; it is not a duty of ibtth fnU 
fiOed ; h: is the work of man, but it is not t}]« deed of 
God : in a wcvd,4t is a peace which comes from the 
earth, it is not the peace of Heaven. 

For, candidly, have men been able, throu^ their ar- 
rangements and the ingemtity^of their meafures in rec- 
onciling you with your brother, to revive that charity 
which was extinguiihed in your hear^ i Have they been 
able to reAore that treafure to you which you had loft ^ 
They have fucceeded, indeed, in terminating the fcan-> 
^1 of declared cirmiiy, atid in ertabiiOiing between you 
and your brother the outward duties of fociety ; but 
they have not changed your heart, which God alone 
can do ; they have not extinguiihed that hatred, which 
grace alone can extinguifh. You are therefore recon-t 
died, but you ftili love not your broAer 5 and, in ef- 
fed, if you fineerely loved him, would fo many medi- 
ators have been required to reconcile you. ? Love is its 
own mediator and interpreter. Charity is that brief 
wOrd, which would have faved to your friends ail thpfe 
' endlefs toils which they have been obliged to employ in 
order to reclaim you : it is not fo meafured ; it frankly 
confcfles what it fmcerely feels. Now, before giving w^y, 
you have infifted upon a thoufaiid conditions ;you 
haVe difputed every ftep ; you have been refoJute in not 
going beyond a certain point ; you have exadled that 
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your bfodier fhouU make the firft adtatices towards 
meeth^ you. Ckarky knows nothing of all diefe rules ; 
it hath 9piij one, and that is, oblivion upon the injurf 9 
and to love our brother as ourfelf. 

I graott that certain pmdeattal meafares are to be ob« 
fervedt and that too hafty or ill-timed advances* might 
often be not only unfuccefsfal, but even the means of 
hardening yovr brother ftill more againft yoc^. But I 
fay that charity ought to regulate thefe meafures, and 
not vanfty : I (ay, and I repeat it, that all thefe recon* 
ciliations whicli are with fuch difficultv concluded, 
where both pardes are refolute in yielding only to a 
certain point, and even^at with precautions fo UtiSt 
and io precife } where fo many expedients and fo much 
myftery are neceflary, are the fruits of flelhly prudence; 
thej corred the manners, but they affe£l not th^hearti 
thej bring the perfons, but not the affedions nearer $ 
they re-eftabli(h civilities,but leave the fame fentiments; 
in a word, they terminate the fcandal of hatred, but not 
the fin. Thus JefusChrift plainly commands usto go our 
way and be reconciled to our brother. He fays not to us, 
do not go too far, left your brother take advantage of it ; 
be firft convinced that he will meet you half-way j feek 
not after him, left he confider y<yir proceeding as an apoL 
ogy for his compbints, as a taot acknowledgment of 
your blame, and a fentence pronounced againft your« 
felf. Jefus Chrift plainly tells us : Go thy way and be 
reconciled to thy brother. He defires that the reconciU 
iatioii take placethrough charity alone ; hefuppofes,thaf, 
in order to love our brother, we have no occafion for 
mediators, and that our heart (hould be fully capable of 
every thing required without any foreign interference. 

Such arc the ftepsof recoteiliations j thence, the mo*^ 
tives being almoft always human, the proceedings faulty; 
their confequences can be only vain and of no cSkd. I 
fay the confcquences ; for, my brethren, in what do 
the far greater^part of thofereconpiliations which every 
day take place m th^ world, terminate f What is the 
fruk of them ? What is it, which is commonly called 
a reconciliation with our enemy i Ilhallexplainit to you. 
W You 
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You fay, in ihe firft place, that you am reconciled 
to your brother, . and that you have heartily forgiven 
him ; but, that you have taken your refolutiQp to fee 
him no more, and from henceforth to have no farther 
intercourfe whii him : And, upon this footing, you 
live tranquil; you beUeve that .nothing more is pre- 
fcribed by the gofpel, and that a confefibr hath no title 
to demand more. Now, I declare that you have not 
forgiven your brother, and that you are ftill, with re- 
fpe£t to him, in hatred, in death, and in fin. 

For I demand of you : do we dread the fight of 
thofe ' we love ? And, if your enemy be now your 
brother^ what can there be fo HMeful and fo difagree- 
able to you in his prefence ? Ton fay that you have 
forgiven, and that you love him ;/but, in order to avoid 
all accidents, and that his prefence may not aroufe vex- 
atious ideas, you find it more proper to exclude ydur- 
felf from it. But ^hat is that kind of love whidi the 
fole prefence of the beloved obje^, irritates againft it, 
and inflames with hatred and wrath ? You love him ! 
That is to fay, that perhaps you would not wifh to in- 
jure, or to deftroy him. But that is not enough ; re- 
ligion commands you like wife to love him : for hon- 
Qur, indolence, moderation, fear, and want of opportu- 
nity j are fulBcient inducements to prevent you from in- 
juring him 'f but you muil be Cihriftian to love him ; 
and that is precifciy ^hat you are not willing to be. 
^ And, candidly, would you that God loved you^ upon 
the condition that he fliould never fee you ? Would you 
be fatisfied with hisgoodnefs, and with his mercy, were 
he for ever to bani&i you from his prefence ? For you 
well know that he will treat you, as you (hall have treated 
your brother. Would you think yourfelf much in favour 
with the prince, were he to forbid you e^cr to prefent 
yoilrfelf before him ? You conftantly fay, that a man is 
m diigrace, when he is no longer permitted to appear be- 
fore the mafter ; and you pretend to pcrfiuade us thatyou 
love your brother, and that no rancour remains in your 
hreatt againft him, while his fole prefence idifpleafcs and 
irritates you. 
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And^hat lefs equivocal mark can be given, oF an- 
imofity againft your brother, than that of being unable 
to etidujre his prefisnce ? It is the very extreme of ha- s 
tred and of rancour* For many fettled ]iatreds exift, 
which yet are kept under a kind of check ; are, as far 
as poSible, concealed, and even borrow the outward 
femblance of friendflitp and of decency ; and though 
unable to reconcile the heart to duty, yet have fufficient 
command over themfelves, to preferve appearances to 
the world. But your hatred is beyond all reftraint ; it 
knows neither prudence, caution, nor decency ; and you 
pretend to perfuade us that it is now no more ! You 
ftill fliew the moft violent proofs of animo&y, and even 
thefe you would have us to confider as the indubitable 
figns of a Chriftian and fincere love i 

But, befides,are Chriftiaits made to live e(lranged,and 
unconnedled with each other ? Chriftians ! The mem- 
bers of one body, the children of the fame Father, the 
difciples oT the fame Mafter, the inheritors of the fame 
kingdom, the ilones of the fame building, the particles 
of the fame mafs t Chriftians ! The participation of one 
fame fpirit, of one fame redemption, of one fame rigbt- 
eoufnefs ! Chriftians ! Sprung from one bofom, regen- 
erated in>the fame water, incorporated in the fame 
church, redeemed by one ranfcm, are they made to fly 
-fl^ach odier, to make a pumfliment of feeing each other, 
and to be unable to endure each ether? All reiigioa 
binds, unites us together ; the factaments in which we 
join, the public prayers and thankfgivings which we 
fing, the ceremonies of that worihip in which we pride 
eurfelves, the aiTembly of believers at which we afliit ; 
all thefe externals are 6nly fymbolsof that union which 
ties us together. All Religion itfelf, is but one holy fo- 
ciety, a divine communication of prayers, of facrific^ 
of works, and of well-doings. Every thing connefls 
and unites us, every thing tends to make of our breth- 
ren and of us, only one family, one body^ one heart, 
and one foul ; and -you believe that you love your 
brother, and that you preferve, with refpeft to htm, all 
tlie moft facred ties of religion, while yoffbtcak throvigli^ 

eveu 
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even thofe of fbciety^ and that you camiot eiumfe erea 
hh preience ? 

I fay much more: How fliall yon tndidge the fane 
h«^ with him ? For, by that common faipc, you are 
eternally to live with him^ to make his happtoefs your 
owni to be happy with him, to be veuniced with him in 
the bofom of God, and with him to fing the eternal 
praifes of grace. Ah I How could the h^ of being 
for eyer united with him be the fweeteft conlblsition of 
your life, if it appear fo defirable to live in Reparation 
from himi and if you find eren his prefence a puni&* 
ment ? Renounce then thepromifes and all the hopes 
of faith ; feparate yourfelf as an accurfed from the com- 
munion of believers ; interdiA to yourfelf the altar and 
the awful mylleries $ baniih yourfelf from the aflembly 
of the holy ; no long<?r coSie there to oiler up your 
gifts and your prayers, fince all thefe religious duties, 
iuppofing you in union With your brother, become dc-> 
fifions, if you be not fo, depofe againft you in the face 
of the altars, and proclaim to you to quit the holy a£- 
fembly as a publican and a finner. 

Perhaps alarmed at thefe holy truths, you wiU final- 
ly tell us, that you will fo far conquer yourfetf as to 
fee your brother, and to live on good terms with him % 
t^t yon will not be wanting in civilities ; but that, for 
the reft, you know where to ftop, and that he need Xkoft* 
teckon ipuch upon your frtendfhip. 

You will not be wanting in civilities ! And that, my 
dear hearer, you bdicVc is to pardon and to be reconcil- 
ed with your brother, antl to love him as yourfdf ? 
But that charity which the gofpcl commands is in the 
heart ; it is not a fimple decorum, a vain outfide, an 
nfelcfs ceremony j it is real feeling, and an adivc love ; 
k is a fincere tenderncfs, ever ready to manifcft itfelf 
ik anions. You love as a Jew and as a Pharifec, but 
you love not as a Qiriftian and as a difciple of Jefus 
Chrift. The law of charity is the law of the heart ; 
it teguhtcs the feelings, changes the inclinations, and 
pours the oil of peace and of lenity over the wounds of 
an angry and wounded will ; and you turn it into a law 

whoDy 
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wholly external, a pharifaical and fuperiicial lav> which 
regoiates only the outfide, which fettles only the main 
nersy and i^ful filled by vain appearances. 

But yon are not commanded that you (hall merely re<» 
frain from woanding the rules of courtefy, and that you ' 
ifaall pay to your brother all thofe duties which fociety 
mutually impofes ; it is the world which prefcribes this 
law ; theie are its rules and cuftoms. But Jefus Chrtft 
commands you to love him ; and, while your heart is 
eilranged from him, it is of little importance that you 
keep up the vain externals of courtefy. You ref ufe to 
religion the efibntial part ; and the only difference be* 
twixt you and thofe finners whoperfift in not feeing their 
brethren is, that you know how to conitrain your&lf for 
the world, and you know not how to thwart yourfelf fos 
falvation. 

And furely, my brethren, if men were united togeth- 
er by the fole tics of fociety, they no doubt would- dif«* 
charge their duty, by keeping up all the externals of 
politenefs, and by maintaimng that mutual commerco 
of cares, attentions, and courtefies, wluch conftitute, as 
it were, the whole harmony of the body politic. But 
we are united together by the facied and clofe ties of 
faith, of hope, of charity, and of religion. In the midft 
of the world we form a fociety wholly internal and holy^ 
of which charity is the inviiible bond, and altogetheip 
diftin£i from that civil fociety which legtflators have 
eftabliflied^ Confcquently, by fBliilling with regard to 
your brethren the external courtefies, you fatisfy the 
. claims which civil fociety bath upon you, but you do 
not fulfil thofe of religion ; you drfturb not the politi- 
cal order, but you overturn the order of charity ; you 
are a peaceable citizen, but you are not a citiz^en of 
heaven ; you are a man of the age, but you are not a 
man of the age to come ; the world may acquit you, 
and demand no more, but what you do is a blank in 
the fight of God, becaufe you are not ia charity y and 
your condemfnationis certain. Com^^and tell us after 
&i$» that you will not- be wanting in decorum, and that 
xeligion ejcafU no more of us* It exacts then only 
W 2 diflirauladoi9» 
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difimiildtipi»» outfides^ aftd vain ap^emaees f It 
cxsAt then nothtitgtrue, iiotbing real, nolfaii^ wUA 
cbanees the heart? And the great preeep^f charity^ 
which alone gtve$ reality to ^1 oUr woricBi would tio 
longertfaen be but a falfe picfeence and a vain hypoorify ? 

And truft not folely to ixs on this point \ cmifiikthe 
public itfelf. See if , In 4pite of all the appearances 
which you ftill keep up with your brodier, ithcnot an 
eftabKfted opinion in the world that you love him not; 
and if the world do not a£l in confequenoc of that per- 
ftuifion. See if your creatures, if ail who apprmch 
and who are attached to yoa, do not zSt€t to keep 
at a dtftance from your brother. See if ail thofe who 
hate him, or who are in interefts oppofite to hu, do not 
court your friendQiip and form clofer ties with you, 
and if all thofe who are inimical to your brother do not 
profefs themfelves your friends. See xfiihxstt who kiye 
favours to expedl from you do not begin by forfaking 
him, and if they do not think that in io doing they are 
]>aying court to you. You fee that the 'world knows 
you better than you know yourfdf \ that it is not mif- 
taken in your real fentimenta; and that, in fpite of 
thefe vain (hews towards your brother, you are aAual- 
ly in hatred and in death, and that in this vefped the 
world itfelf is of our opihion ; that world, whtch, pn 
%very other other occaGon, we have conftanly to comrbat. 

Behold in what terminate the greateft part of tJie rec- 
onciliations which are every day made in the wprid. 
They cmce more fee each other, but they are not re-u- 
nited } they promife a mutual friendihip, but it is 
never given ; their perfons meet, but thear hearta 
are always eftranged ; and i had reafon to fay, that 
the hatreds are unchai^eable, and diat almoft all 
the reconciliations are mere pretences t that the isjury 
may be forgiven, but that the (yfiender is never loved \ 
that they may ceafe to treat their brother as air-enemy^ 
but that ^ey never regard htm as as a brother. 

And, behold %hat takes place -every day before our 
eyes. In the world are to be feea public cfaara&ersy 
families of iUuftrious msnesi who ftSl prefenpe with 
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Oftch other eeitaia meafures of deooicyy whicfa thcf 
oumot Hkl€€fl breik through without £c%^gi» ye^ 
neverthekfn, live in differeat interelU, in public ^ii4 
atrowod fentiments of envy, of jeakmfy, and of mutttal 
anima&ty.; thwart and do every thing in iheir powar 
taroiil e^ch other, view each other wi|h the moft ^al« 
Otts^yesi and make all their creatures partifans in theur 
sefen^ents and averQons ^ diyide the world, the coiirt^ 
»id the city ; 4ntere(t the public m their quarrelj a>Qd 
eftablifti in die world the opTnion and the fcandal tha£ 
Uiey hate each other ; that they would mutually de&K>f 
e9ch other i that they ftill, it is tru^, keep up ap» 
prearances ^ but ^t> at bottom, their intereft^ and i2f« ' 
£»Stions fre for ever eftcang^. Tec» notwithftandhig 
all thi^, each party lives in a reputation of piety, and 
of the pra&ice of good w(»rks i they have diftinguiOied 
and lughly efteemed confeffors i in mutually dUbhaiw- 
tug to eac^ other certain duties, yet living otherwifeui 
a public and avowed hodility, they frequent thefacr*- 
ttient^ they are continually in the intercourfe of hdif 
things, they cooUy approach the altar, t^y frequently 
and without fcruple pcefent themfelve^ at the peniten* 
tial tribunal, where, far from oonfeifi^g their hatred 
before the Lord, and weeping over the icandal with 
which it affli^s the people, they make fxefh complaints 
againft their enemy -, they accufe' him, in place of ap* 
CtU&ng thets6felves4 they make aboalt of the rain e^iter- 
aal duties which they pay to him, and allege them as 
flMurks of the heart not bei^g rancorous : What (hall I 
iay ? And the very miniders of penitence, who fltould 
have-been the judges of our hatred, frequently beeome 
its apologias, adopt a party with the public, enter imcr 
all the animo&ty and prejudices Of their peniients, pro- 
claim the juftice of thefr qu^^el, and are the eaufe that 
the only remedy deftined to ftrike at the root of the 
evil, anfwers no dther purpofe than that of decorating 
it with the appearances of godlinefs^ and of rendering 
it more incurable. 

Great God ! Thou alone canft plofe the wounds 

which a proud feafibility hath made in my heart, by 
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nourifliing unreafonable and iniquitous hatreds which 
have corrupted it in thy fight. Enable me to forget fleet- 
ing and momentary injuries^in order that thou may 
forget the crimes of my whole life. Is it for me, O 
my Grod i to be fo feeHng and fo inexorable to ther 
flighted: infults, I who have fuchneceflity for thy mer- 
cy and indulgence ? Are the injuries of which I com- 
plain to be compared with thofe with which I have a 
thoufand times diflionoured thy fupreme grandeur ? 
Mufl: the worm of the earth be irritated and inflamed 
at the fmalleft marks of difdain, while thy fovereigQ 
majefty hath fo long, and with fo much goodnefs, en- 
dured his rebellions and his ofiences ? 

Who am I, to be fo keen upbn the interefts of my- 
glory ; I who dare not in thy prefcnce cafl; mine eyes 
upon my fecret ignominy ; I who would defervc to be 
the reproach of men, and the outcaft of my people ; I 
who have nothing praife- worthy, according even to the 
world, but the good fortune of having concealed from 
it my infamies and my weaknefies ; I to whom the moft 
biting reproaches would ftill be too gentle, and would 
treat me with too much indulgence ; I, in a wwd,^ who 
have no falvation now tp hope, if thou forget not thioc 
own glory, which I have fo often infulted ? 

But no, great Gkxl ! thy glory is in pardoning the 
finher, and mine (hall be in forgiving my brother. Ac- 
cept, O Lord, this facrifice which I make to thee of 
my refentments. Eftimate not its value by the puertl* 
. ity and the fiightn^s of the injuries which I forget, but 
by that pride which had magnified dtem, and had ren- 
dered me fo feeling to them. And, feeing thou haft 
promifed to forgive us our trefpafles whenever we fliatt 
have forgiven the trefpafles of our brethren, fulfil, O 
Lord, thy promifes. It is in this hope that I prdume 
to reckon upon thine eternal mercies^ 
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WHEN one, ^o nto ajipear as a calpfit «t^^ 
bar of the public, has the temerity t»> feat 
himielf upon thdbenchj^ lie feems voXuntartly to pro-* 
voIk a fevere inquifitiof^ and to be left* without excafe, 
fhould K be found to riolate thofe laws by which "he 
htmfeif has prefomed to appreciate the merit of his 
confeemporariics. There is another, and, I will c&nfefs^ 
a^bH ftxonger, objeiflion to prefatory difiettarioasi 
fdid that is, that ^hey are too frequentiy indirect apoU 
ogics for the author's defcds ; or, the artful means of 
gratifying his vanity, by permitting him,^ withojyit the 
appearance of open effrontery, to be the herald of his 
own commendation. I fhall, however, be deterred by 
none of thefe confiderations from what I concexre to 
be my duc^r. i fhall therefore content myfelf, for the 
prefent, with difdaiming, in general terms^ ^very for- 
did intention of the kind ; and, without entering into the 
merits of the difcouries which are contained in this vol* 
unac, or their connesion with this effay, I wouM vrifli 
to point the veader's atteatioa to what appears of more 
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immediate confequence> the utility of the defigiii and - 
the importance of the objeft. 

I do not know any fpecies of compofitibn, which is 
more deferving of critical attention than that which is 
appropriated to the pulpit ; and I will add, that I do 
not know any which appears to want it more. That 
it is from its nature liable to very great abufes, and at 
no time Cnce the apoftolic age has been free from er- 
ror, muft be allowed by every perfon converfant in the 
literary hiftory of the church ; but, of late years, fo de- 
praved a tafte has been introduced by the love of nov- 
elty, an^ the admiflion of illiterate perfons into holy 
orders, that the keened infpedion of criticifm is be- 
come neceffary to reduce to order the extravagancies i 
of pulpit empiricifm.. i A few obfervations, therefore, 
ha^Hn^^purred to my rccollcftidh during the courfe 
« cjCarifv j%our ki pl^pj^itig^e difcourfes which follow 
for tR prefs, and conceiving that ^is volume might 
probablyjbe read by fome of the^ounger clergy, as well 
as b^a fevjf of 'the religious part of the laity, I deter- 
mined to embrace the opportunity of prefenting them 
to the public. 

The utility of,thefe remarks, howAer^ may poflibly * 
n^t be altogether confined ^ct^t fpecies of cpmp^- 
tion. What I have to advance, with refpcft ?drftyle in • 
particular, will, I flatter my felf, not be unacceptable to 
young writers in general : indeed, every attempt to re- 
fine the tafte, and to exercife the judgment, is gener- 
^aily found of advantage beyond the fphere of its imme- 
diate intention! 

As J do not pretend to exhibit a -complete view of 
the fubjeft, I have entitled this attempt, "Thoughts on 
the Compontion and Delivery of a Sermon.'' But, as 
defultbry maxims or precepts are feldom of much ufe, I 
have endeavoured to reduce my fentiments to fome 
kind of order ; and (after dating in general terms the 

RISE and PROGRESS of THIS SPECIES of ORATORY IN 

THE CHRISTIAN church) the grand divifions, which I 
mean to adopt, will be^ the choice of a subject, the 
arrahgemekTi and the sTXtE : to which I mean to 
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add a few curfory obfcrvations rcfpcfting manner or 

DELIVERY.* 



I. OF THE ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF PULPIT OR- 
ATORY. 

IN the primitive church a cuftom prevailed, which 
lAay be ultimately traced into the Jewifh jf though the 
time of its introduftion into the latter is not very eafi- . 
ly afcertaincd. The bifhop or prefbyter, who read the 
portion of Scripture fele^ed for the day, concluded 
that part of the fervice with a general explanation of 
what had been read, and with earneftly exhorting the 
audience to profit from the inftruftions, or to imitate 
the example, which had then been exhibited.:]: Thefc 
exhortations were brief and unadorned, aad were 
fometimes accompanied With other explications of 
Scripture, which were fuccefEvely delivered by fhofe 
of the fociety, who declared themfelves under the pe- 
culiar influence of the Spirit ; while -their prophetTc 
brethren, who were prefent in the aflembly, decided 
upon the refpeft which was due to their authority. § 
It is probable that what at firft confided only of a few 

fliort 

* The defign of Chriftian oratory (fays St. Auguftin) is eitlicr to in- 
(JtiuSt men in the truth, to refute their errors, or to perfuade them t« 
the pra(ftice of virtue^ and an abhorrence of vice. The firft require* 
plain narration ; the fecond, ftrength of argument and ratiocination ;. 
an4 the third, the art of moving the mind and affedions. As the 
Qhrifttan orator fpeaks that only which is holy, juft, and good, he en- 
^i^avours to fpeak in fuch a maimer-, that he may be heard with under- 
ftanding, with pleafure, and with cffe6l.^-That he may be heard with 
imderftanding, he fpeaks.with .plainnefs and perfpicuity, and a regard 
to the capacities and Icnowledge of his hearers; that he may be heard 
with plesifure, he will pay fuch attention to the conunon rules of elo- 
quence, as to endeavour to fpeak with acutenefs, elegance, and ftrefcgth; 
and, that he may be heard with ejffe^l, he will labour to perfuade and 
to convince his auditors of the truth and importance of his doiStriaes* 

Aug. de Do^in. Chrifto, 1. 4. c. 4« 

Idem, L 4. c. 15. Idem, 1. 4. c, 5. 

Id^m, 1. 4. c. la. 

f See guKK iv. 16, 17. zx. i. xsi. 37. john viii. %o^ acts xiii. X|. 

^ Juftin. ApoL %^ p. 98. 

% Molheim^ Cent, x, Part 2« Chap. 4, 
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Ihort and perhaps unconnefked fentences wouM grad* 
ually> and hy thofc who pofleiFed fluency of thought 
and facility of expreflion, be made to aifume a more 
regular form. Origen* ^as the firil who introduced 
long explanatory difcourles into Chriftian aifemblies ; 
and preaching in his^time began to be formed upon the 
nice rules of Grecian eloquence. 

The great fuperiority of thefe (ludied and regular 
compoiitions over extempore efFuGons foon excluded 
the latter almoft entirely from the ferrice of the cbunch, 
though at fome periods, we find them occafionaily re- 
forted to. Origen, f the great father of pulpit-orato- 
ry, at above fixty years of age, and when by continued 
ufe and cxejcife he had acquired great facility both in 
. compofitlon and delivery, began to indulge himfelf in 
the pradice of extempcwre oratory. The cuftom, how- 
ever, was not confined to him. Cyril .^nd fever»l of 
his cpntemporaries addrefled their refpeflive audiences 
in unprepared difcourfes, which the diligence of the 
public notaries qf the church has preferved from obliv« 
ion: and many of the fermons of Chryfoftom, togcth* 
er with his celebrated difcourfe upon his return from 
baniihment, are proofs not only of the exiitence of Ac 
cuftom, but that extempore compofitions are not necef- 
farily deficient either in elegance or method.. It is 
probiible, however, that, at a time when nice and de<- 
fef mined rules had been formed for pulpit-oratory, few 
would attempt extempore addrefles^ except upon fud- 
den and particular emergencies, and then they would 
be attempted by fuch only as previous habits of ftudy 
and recitation had peculiarly qualified for the pra^ice. 
Of thofe which have peached poftertty, we know that 
many, and probably the greater part, received the after- 
corre£lions of their refpeftivc authors. J 

• Mofii. Cett. 5, Pm*^, Cfcap. 4* HowCfCr 

f Eufeb. lib. 6. c. 36. 

j At the l^eformation in Eogland, maay complabts were made o£ 
thole, who wereiicenfed to preach ; and, that they mi^ht be able to 
juftify thetnfelves, they began generally to write and reaothcir fiermons : 
die manileaHhpeHority of thas mode ofver extetttpore preacinng has con- 
tinued it in the church of England cr«r fiace» fleefivRMcr'f M^^ Re* 
form. Vol I. p. ^r/, 
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Howcrcr diminutive and fimple in its origin, preach- 
ing very foon came to be confidcred as a principal part 
of public- worfhip. Sometimes two or three fern\ons* 
were preached in the fame^iTembly by the prcfbyters 
> and biihops in fucceffion ; and, when two or more bifii- 
ops happened to be prefent, it was ufual for them to 
preach after each otbery referving the lad place for the 
mod etninent perfon. Tlie fermons upon thefe occsh 
fions were neceflarily fhort, as the time limited for pub- 
lic worfliip was only two hours. It was probably up- 
on fome of thefe occafions that the fhort fermons of St. 
Auguftin were compofed, many of wWch may be pro- 
nounced diAindly, and delivered in eight minutes, and 
a few in almoft half that time. 

The general regard which was paid to preaching, as 
a neceflary part of public worfliip, is evident from its 
having forn^d a part of the difcipline of every Chris- 
tian church, except that of Rome, in which, as Sozo- 
men f informs us, at the time he wrote no fuch cuf- 
tom exiflied. Sermons were however again introduced 
into that church by Leo, but again difcontinued, till, 
after an interval of more than five hundred years, Pi- 
us V. once more made them a neceflary part of public 
worfhip. 

As the inftitution of preaching commenced in the 
explication of Scripture, it ftill retained, through the 
many revolutions of the public tafte, fome refped? to its 
origin ; and, with a few exceptions, a portion of the 
facred writings always conftitutcd the bads of the dif- 
courfc ; t though latterly it was reduced almoft to the 
form of a motto,, wl^ich had frequently but little con- 
nexion with the principal fubjeft. From this ftate of 
fads we may eafily perceive the fourcc of thofe 
two modes of exhortation, which now prevail in the 
church : I mean the (imply explanatory, and the didac- 
tic 

* Bingham's EccL Antiq. book 14. c. 4. ^ - 

' f Sozotn, lih. 7. d 19. v^ . , 

\ Some of the homilies of Chryfoftom were preached without a text* 
Cbrts. Hcfi, Poft* Red. 3, 4. 5i 6, &c. Melanahon heard a 
prieft at Paris, who took his text JErom Ariftode*t Ethics. 

X 
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tic Of eflaf ftylcu Both have their particular ufeS) and 
perhaps neither ought to be uniformly preferred* 

II. OF. THE CHOICE QB A. SUBJECT. 

However cuftom may harre indulged the Chjciftian 
orator with refpeSl; to the modes in which he is to con- 
Kiy inftru^lon, ftU], in the choice of a fubje£);« young 
pieachers will do well to ady^rt in general to the origin 
of the iaftitution ; toconfiikr thatits immediate de%n 
is the expofition of Scripture. And* though I fee no 
r^fon for excluding utterly from the pulpit thofe dif- 
courfesi which treat of the virtu^ea and vices in. an ah- 
ftrad and philofbplucal manner y yet I confefsf that 
fcrmon, which follows the order of .the tcxt> appears 
snore immediately confiftent with the deiign, and more 
OEKsrefpondent to the nature of the compoittion^ 
. For the fame. reafon^I am induced to prefer tiiofe 
difeouxfes^ which tend to remove the difiBculties^ and 
elucidate the ohfcurities of the Scriptures. I do not 
wiih' to be underftood^ as recommendiiig any tedious 
Iib.Uological difquifitionS) any laborious collations, or 
thofe exercifes^ which arc obvbujly only calculated for 
the clofet. It iadifhcult to command the attention of a 
common congregationj be the matter ever fo plain and 
practical. It would therefore be. fcarcely lefs abfurd f o 
introduce mathematical calculations than fuch difquifi- 
tvon& as thefe. 

I ^m ftill 0K>re ofiended with thof6 preachers, who 
regvlarly pay their audience the unwdcprae compliment 
. of fuppofing their faith in continual danger of invaCon ; 
• and conceive it abfolutely necefiary to be conftantly in- 
lifting on the proofs of revelation. The peribns, to 
whom alone fuch rcafoning can be of ufe, take care very 
fcl.dom.to throw themfelves in its way ^ and, as Swift 
remarks,, can any thifig be more abfurd, «< than, for the 
« fake of three or four fools, who are p?^ft grace, 
« to perplex the minds of well-difpofed people with 
<« doubts, which probably would never have otherwife 
<t come into their minds ?' . 

The church of Goi> was never intended as a fchool 
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of fpeculaticm^or a place to indulge tht licentio^fnefi 
of fancy ia doubtful difpufation. It is a wretched abufe 
of time to bewilder our hearers in the nice diftindions 
of the (cfaoolmenj in the explanation of myfteries, which 
perhaps are not to be exphined, or which at ieaft require 
much previous ftudy, and call for all the advantages of 
folitude, and of leifurc, to enable the mind to compre- 
hend or to follow the tenour of the argument.* Let us 
leave to the clofet, the doifirines of the incarnation, oT 
the trinity, f of the free-will of man, of the final eleftion 
or reprobation of mankind ; for there alone I am con- 
vinced they can be ftodipd with attention or effeft. 

But, the moft abfurd and ufelefs of all dtfcourfcs are 
thofe, which treat of queftions abfolutely removed be- 
yond the Cphere of our knowledge. Such are many 
lermons concerning the manner of the divine exiftence; 
the ftate of rfic foul after death ; the nature of the hyp- 
oftatic union; the cxiftencc, the number of the angels, 
and the means of their communication •, % what would 
have been the ftate of Adam if the fall had newr taken 
ptaoe; and abundance of other topics, which can only 
fervc to gratiiy an idle and vifionary htimour of fpec* 
alation,and can anfwet no praftical end whatever. 
• In this place it may not be improper to remark, that 
all fantaftical applications of Scripture are carefully to 
be avoided. It is dangerous on any occafion to depart 
from the plain track of common fenfe ; and there is no 
attempt at ingenuity fo eaiy as that which* borders up- 
on nonfehfe. Moft of the French fermons ate of this 

kind. 



* ** The minds of dien, whether leamcd or ignorant, generally avoiJ 
** pain ; and the learned have fatigue enough in the ftudy, without Jn* 
« treafiflg it at churcV* 

Clavoe on Cam}, ofSer, c. 2. 

j> In floi alTemblf of people profeffing the doiStriiies of tke chim:k of 
£il^land» it is not le& impeitinetit to infift oa thip froofs of the u'vokf 
than on thofe coiicermii^ the eziibeace of a ^>ofi, 

i S«e fev«ral i9ito<^Q8 Of ^a 1emi4 ia Mr* Roxxnsor!s i^otei on hL 
Qlau4e's Ejfay. 
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kind. * There is one of Maffillon upon the ftory of 
the woman of Samaria, which will afford a tolerable 
Specimen. « I find here/' fays the preacher, *« three 
«*rcafonsfor refifting the grace of Chriftianity : ift, 
<« her flation or condition ; How is it that ihouy being 
•* a JeiVy afkeji drink of tne^ ivho am a woman of Sama^ 
•* ria P 2td, the difficulty ; the well is deep^ &c, 3d, the 
•« variety of opinions j our fathers wor/hipped on this 
^^ mountain ) &c?' The heads of the difcourfe are ex- 
tremely well chofen ; but it is obvious, that the applica« 
tion of the text to them is mere trifling ; a fportof the 
fancy in oppoCtion to every principle of reafon, and 
contrary to that ferioufnefs and refpe£l, with which the 
word of Go© ought ever to be treated. 

Laftly. Unity and (implicity are in every cafe effcn- 
tial to perfeftion. A fermon mufthave one determinate 
end and objed ; muft be confined to the explaining 
of a fingle doftrine, br the enforcing of fome one vir- 
tue. An accumulation of ttought always opprefles the 
human mind ; and, where ther9 are too many argu- 
ments or precepts, there is a great chance that none of 
them will be remembered, f Thofe preachers, who 
attempt to crowd the whole duty of a man, moral and 
religious, into a fingle fermon, can only be compared 
to their brethren of the laity, who pretend to cure all 
^ifeafes by a fii^gle noftrum. By thus attempting to 
give you every thing, they in fa£t give you nothing : 

and 
* Thofe critics, ^who(e complaifance orwhofe indolence ha» induced 
tliem to take their^imon of Gallic eloquence from the critics of that na- 
tion, have rafhly a^i^ed the preference te the oratory of the French pul- 
pit. I have gone Uirough the drudgery of peruiing all the moft celebra- 
ted o£^their preachers ; and I will not hedtate to declare ,that, except a fer- 
mon or two of Mailillon, there are fcarcely any which deferve, I will not 
ixy to be compared with the Engliih preachers,but to be read at all. They 
are in general written, indeed, in a ftyie of animated rhetoric, but altogeth- 
er }u a bad tafte. They abound in points, ^ntithsTes, and conceits. But, 
their great d^fe^ is a poverty of matter. It is difficult, through the 
raafe of words, to find any ideas at all ; and, when yon have found 
themj as Gratiano fays,** they are not worth the fearcji." - 

f " Propofe one point in one difcourfe, and ftick to it j a hearer ne^ 
•* carries away Jnorc than one impreffion." 

Paley'i Ordination Serm. 
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and we fincl thaft, however they vary their texts, the 
fermon is always the faHie ; the faroc trite chain olFgeiv 
eral fentimcntSj without any fpecific or ufeful inftruc- 
tiooi whatever. 

By recoriijneiHlin^ an attention to the origin of the 
inftitutioii, I may feem to have infinuatedi that a long 
text is generally preferable to a (hort one. I have how- 
ever found It btherwilehy eicperiencei and have feldom 
known the former either ufeful or agreeable. A long 
text frequently involves fuch a number of propofitions 
as ihuft effei£lually deftroy the unity of a difcourfe : bc- 
fldes, that a text, when well<K:hofeni and not too long^ 
will commbhiy be remembered, and of itfcif will maltc 
a diftinEl and ufeful impreflion on the hearers* 

The contrary error is, however, ftill more reprehcn- 
fible. It is one of the mean artifices of barren genius, 
to furprize the audience with a text confifting of one 
or two wor3s. I have heard of a perfon of this dcfcrip- 
tion, who preached from the words " Jehovah Jireh,* 
and another, from the monofyllable " But." * Thefc 
are contemptible devices, more adapted to the moving 
theatre of the mountebank than to the pulpit, and can 
only ferve to captivate the meanefl; and moft ignorant 
of the vulgar, f 

III. OF ARR^N6£M£NT. 

With refpeft to arrangement, it will alfo be neccf- 
fary to have ibme regard to what has been remarked 
concerning the ongth of preaching. It is evident tha'ti 
iivhen a fermon is explanatory or iUuftrative of Scrip- 
ture, 

* He ^diaps migKt ioR^ faimieif ^wb tKe fame j^iocif^e withDr. 
Ea^utrd's-diYiiie, who made and one of tftie leis»i» of hb difeourfe, ad- 
dii!^ : ** l9u6 vr<itd h bat a .{>tftMk^ acd a imail one : but finaH thiogi 
** asefiot tolio ck^£ed: Matt. zvHL to, Takf heed that ye ^efp^e 
** not me ef^efe ttTTi-E »A^i,'» Cmtempt rftbe Ciergiy^ p. 8». 

f « Ni«fver cboofe fu^ tcrta a* have b<» a complete fcnfc : lor, oniy 
•* impertinent andfooliih people will attempt to preach fromcHae oc twp 
•• W^da, which fignify. AotltiAg.'' Claude, c. i. 

.« Give me.^ia:iow|fr»oher,(&ytEcnsliJ»,) whoCjpcakaformy lak<, 
•♦aaliwtforhisown," r^r^r^M^ 
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turc, it ought to follow the order and fpirit of the text. 
When it is not fo, it muft follow that order, which is 
di£tated by found logic, and the laws of compofition. 
There are fome texts, which contain Several members, 
or inferior propoGtions, fuch is that of Micah vi. 8. 
*« What is required of thee, O man, but to do juftly, 
*« and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
" God ?" Such is that of St. Paul, i Cor. xiii. « Charity 
" fuffereth long, and is kind 5 charity eiivieth not; charity 
" vaunteth not itfelf " &c. and thefe naturally divide 
themfelves. Though I think young preachers ought to 
be cautioned rather to follow the order of the fcnfc than 
of the words. Again, there are fome texts, which as it 
were carry the preacher along with the courfe of the nar- 
rative : of this we have an example in Maffillon's ferm on 
on the parable of the rich ^an and Lazarus. Some 

. texts, according to the nature of the fubjeft, will only 
admit of two diyrfions, even when they feem to con- 
tain more parts or members : for inftance, Bifhop Tay- 
lor's famous fermon on Matt. xvi. 26. " What (hall a 
« man profit, if he gain the whole world, and lofe his 
«< own foul ; or, what (hall a man give in exchange for 
" his foul ?" Here the preacher divides his fermon into 
two parts i and firft inquires into the value of the world, 
and how far a man may be profited by the poffeflionof 
it ; and, fecondly, he inquires into the nature and val- 
ue of a foul, and the lofs to be fuftained in parting 

, with it.* 

. There 

* Sermons will perha|)8 admit of another claffification. .i(t When 
the difcourfe is altogether aB explanation or elucidation of the text. 2d. 
When apradical application is to he drawn from the text. And, 3dl7. 
When hoth thefe obje&s are united : and I apprehend it will he found 
the moft accepta;ble mode of preaching on dodrinal texts, or thofe 
which require expUnation, to endeavour^ towards t^e clofe of the dif- 
courfe, to draw fome pra^cal infisrence from it. 

Vitringa*8 rules, for preaching on do&rinal texts, are :—-** ift. Sute 
" the do<arin«i clearly, ad. Prehrc and illuftrate it by parallel texts 5 
** and, if pvfiiblf, by reafoning. 3d. Vindicate it, if you think any of 
*< your auditors deny it. 4th. Bring it home to the heart." Robin- 
son's Claude, Vol. 1.40a.- 

** I'he Sermons of the 3d century (fays Mr. Robislbn) are diviiible 
*^ iato throe geneial parts. iH. A ihon intMdu^ioD. ftd. ila «ipo« 
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There are, however, texts which contain only one 
fimple propo&tion. In (his cafe, the fermon aflame^ 
th^ form of an efl^y ; and the judgment of the author 
n^uft direfl him to that arrangement, which appears 
nioft commodious. For inftance, if thepurpofe of the 
difcourfe be to recoftimend the praftice of fome moral 
virtue, the preacher may firft ftatc its general utility to 
mankind ; afterwards ^ts neccCity, according to the law 
of God ; and, laftly, he may eqforce it in a particular 
addrefs to his hearers, founded on the preceding, ar- 
guments. - ' 

The fermons of the laft century in general confifted 
of too many divifions. The hearers were bewildered 
in purfuing the arrangement of the preacher, and loft 
the fentiments while tney were attending to the order, 
of the difcourfe. There are indeed fome fermons> 
which only deferve the name of heads of an oration. 
The modems have fallen into an oppofite extreme^ 
namely, a total negleft of order and method. Com- 
mon fenfe points out a middle courfe : it is obvious^ 
that a few natural and eafy divifions affift the memory 5^ 
while it is commonly perplexed and confufcd by too 
many. 

Thus far as to the arrangement of fermbns in partic- 
ular ; but there is an arrangement, or order, of a gen- 
eral nature, which muft be attended to in every coin- 
pofition ; and is abfolutely neceflary to be obfervcd ia 
thofe difcourfes, which are founded upon fuch texts as 
contain a fimple propofition, and therefore treat of the 
virtues or vices, or of the particular doftrines of relig- 
ion in an abftra£t manner, and without any regard to 
the literal order of the text. Perhaps the Cmpleft di- 
vifion is that of Ariftotle,* into, the exordium, which 
inlroduces the fpe^ker and the fubjeft ; the proposi- 
tion, which explains the defign of the oration 5 th^ 
proof, or argument,, which fupports it ; and the con- 
clusion, which applies it difeftly to the audience. 

I. With 

" iition of ths text And, kft, a moral odioitation arifiog out o£ dn^ 
•* difcuffion^" lb. 
* Rhet. L iii. c la* 
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t. With refped to (he exordium, or introdu£liont 
flit fifft rule is, that it be vef y dear* For, as the in- 
tent of h is to prepare the minds Of the hearers, if any 
thhig tfbftrufe or paradoxical occur, there will befome 
ganger of alienating their minds in fuch a manner, that 
niey will probably hot be able to recover their atteiH 
tion during the whole difcourfe. For this reafon, long 
ftntences ought to be avoided, as they are apt to perplex 
theiinderftandihg, as well as to fatigue the ear, and run 
the fpeaker but of breath before he is properly entered 
upon his fubjefl:. 

in. the fecond place, an exordium fiiould always be 
cool, 1t6top€ratc, and niodeft. The exordium of Sterne 
ttf his fermdh oh the houie of mourning, — " ThaOt 1 
dmy,* — is a paltry artffice, unworthy Sie imitation 
of any man of tafle or genius. Indeed I know no au- 
thor ft) likely as Sterne to corrupt the ftyle and tatle of 
bis readers ; all bis writings are fuQ of trick and affe&a- 
tioh, (the very bppofite of thofe chafte models of elo- 
<^ene^ tvhich antiquity has tranfmitted to us,) and are 
at beft only calculated to excite the momentary admi- 
ration df the unthinking part of itiankind. 

Thirdly. It is remarked by Cicero, that a common- 
plate exordium, fuch as the following, " Bappinefs is 
tht great end and aim of all human purliiits,'* is gener- 
ally a token of a barren genius, and has therefore a very 
ill cffeft. As the whole oration is neceflarilv coirfined 
within vety harrow limits, that exordium, wiiich leads 
nfoft difeiftly to the fub}e£l, is certainly to be pre- 
ferred. 

Fourthly. An exordium (hould be agreeable and eafy • 
Th^ |)leafing is abfolutcly neocffary to conciliate the 
good opinion of every audience. 

Fifthly. I would recommend brevity as a particular 
excellence on the prefent occafion. It was the ufual 
ciiftom of the old divines to introduce their difcourfes 
by a long hiftorical or explanatory exordium, fetting 
foVth the ftate and circumftances of the per fon to whom 
the text related, &c. &c. which was nothing more 
than retailing the hiftory of the BiblCi m langtlage 'al- 
ways 
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ways infcrior,and frequently very indifferent and home- 
ly : as our auditors, however, are not quite fo patient, 
thefe tedious introdu£tions are neceflarily and properly 
laid afide.* 

I would wifli one point to be particularly adverted to 
ia this place ; and that is, that the eloquence of the 
pulpit is efientially dtflferent from that of political afTem- 
blies. In the latter it may be proper, and is probably 
iametimes abfolutely neceffary, to preface a motion or 
argument by fome account of the fpeaker and his mo- 
tives. In the pulpit, there can be nothing fo difguft- 
ing, fo impertinenC, and fo vulgar, as egotifm. The 
preacher ftiould never appear himfelf, he is only the 
reprefentative of another ; he comes to explain the 
word of God, and not to facrifice to his own vanity. 
The long introduflions of Cicero or Demofthenes arc 
therefore not to be imitated by pulpit-orators. 

II. The neceffuy of acquainting the audience with 
the defign of the fpeaker is fo obvious, that little need 
be urged on the fabjeft of the propositive part of a 
difeourfe. If any definitions of terms be required, (as 
may be the cafe, when the text is liable to be mifunder- 
ftood, or when fome material dofttine depends upon 
the interpretation of thatpaflUge of Scripture,) it will 
be proper to introduce them in this part ; fince, if de- 
ferred to the middle or the conclufian, they may chance 
to prove foporiferous. In truth, I do not know any 
thing' more difgufting than infiiling too much on the 
definition of (ingle terms. M. Claude, who appears 
in general to have had very juft notions of preaching, 
errs greatly againft fimplicity in this refpeft. In one 

of 

♦ Brevity, in every part of a compoHtion defigned (ot the pulpit, ap» 
pears to have been at all times a confiderable dejiaeramm with great, 
numbers of the people. Frequent exhortations to hear patiently the word 
of Goo occur in the writings of the fathers, and various ilratagems were 
ufed to detain their auditors till the dofe of the fervice, even fo far as 
to lock the doors of the church and coniine them. Thefe ingenious de^ 
vices were inforced by ecclefiaftical laws ; and the 4th council of Car- 
thage enai^ed, that thofe who Ihewed a contempt for the difcourfes of 
their teachers fbouid be excommunicated from, the church. Gypriaa 
Yit. Cefar, c. zi. Cone. C^ch. 4. Can. 24. \ 
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of the o^irtKnes of ftrmons, which he exhibits ^ models^ 
ftom a fingle exprefiion in the text, <' Whoever will 
^ cosne after mei let him deny himfelf, and take up his 
«* crofs/' he takes occafion to introduce a long difierta- 
tion on fanftification, another on affli£{ion ; and the 
plan of the difc6iirfe> according to his arrangement, con- 
tains the fubftance of at Icaft four moderate fermons. 

III. The PROOFS, or argumentative part, muft entire- 
ly depend upon the nature of the fubjeA. There is an 
excelient collcAion of topics upon moral fubjeds ia 
AriftotVs Rhetoric ; but Biihop Wilkins's lEcciefiaftes, 
or Gift of Preaching, is one of the mod ingenious 
books that I havefeen for the affiftairce of young 
preachers. 

I cannot pafsthis opportunity without again recom- 
mending, in the ftrongeft terms, an attention to unity. 
Without this, a compofitron (tf indeed it defcrve the 
name) can never be ufcf ul 4 and Jeaft of all a compofi- 
tion which, is to be heard, and not ftudied. A ^ood 
fermon muft have a fingle objcft, thte more iihaplc the 
better ; and every part of the difcourfe hiuft tend to 
imprefs this objeft forcibly on the mind. It is a! mod 
DnnecdFary to add, that a judicious preacher wHl form 
t fort of climax in his rcafcming, and referve his moft 
forcible arguments for the laft. The argument ouglit 
ftlfo to be full and pointed. I have heard fermons, in 
which, after the principal matter was clofed, a tail, or 
codicil, containing fomething not very cfiential fo the 
fabjc£k, fucceedcd, which, like Pope's Alexandrine, 



^ dragg'd its Qow length along.' 



There is ^ very good receipt for fermon^-making in 
M, Claude's Eflay on that fubje^k. I would even ad- 
vife the unpraftifed "ftudent to adopt occafionally fotne 
of his topics, and form them into fermons, in the order 
which he has prefcribcd 5 this exercife will tend to 
gtvt him juft notions of method, and a facility in ar- 
rangihg his ideas: and will hot only be more improv- 
ing, but more creditable than the ttfual pradice tf 
tranfcribing printed femaonii 
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Anodttr pcaflicey which I woidd recommend^ tq 
young dtvinesy is, before they fit down to coit^pofe n 
fiarmont to read fiync of the be& antliors, who h^ra 
treated of the fame fnbjefl *» to clofe the boQks> aadl 
endeavour to throw the matter into riitt orders whti^h 
appeared nioft perificuotts and pleafing, ReadiAg diii*> 
ferent authocs upon tin ftil)$c£t wiU giite a variety* toi 
their ideas ; and, by writing without thj^^ books befoce 
theni> the exprelioo will at leaft be their own. 

lip homreYei) the. yo^ngrpceacherbe altogether dift* 
<ientt.o£ his own pomeers ^ not wiUbig to hazard origitH 
al compofition^ ao<t yet deSroos of improv^ement ^ let 
him take the fuhftance of his difcourfe from fotne ap#* 
proved commeotary oo the Scriptiures^ and occafinnallji 
enUven the esfiication by' fome remarks of his own. 
Let him dvaw a few .practical infereaecs ait the cccichM 
fiott ; and this will not only^ improve him' in the knowl« 
edge of ihe Scriptures, but will gradually exereife hi$ 
jmigmenty and. form, his ^afte for compo£tion« 

I muft add, that moil of the proofs, which Chf iftbasi 
preachers introduce, ought to be fcriptural proofr.*^ 
If they preach mocality, it muft be the morality of the 
Gofpd. Unlefs a fineere and fervent ftrain of piety 
pervade the whole compofition, it will not, nor indeed 
ought it to. meet widi general regard. The fermons of 
Archbifliop Seeker are deferving of high commendation 
in this refpe(5li buit the moft perfedl models are to be 
found in a volume lately publilhed by an amiaUe and 
accomplrfhed prelate of our church. 

IV. The coNCLUsioisi of a fermon Ihould not (indeed, 
confidering the prefent length of difcourfcSi mull not) 
be prolix. It ought in general to' be praQical ; and it 
is obvious, that it requires a more animated ftyle than 
any other part of the. compofition. I do not know a 
more ufeful form for a concluding addrcfs, than that 
which confifts of a recapitulation of the principal mat- 
ter of the fermon ; indeed, if the fubjeft be not very 
plain and obvious, fuch a conclufion is abfolutely 
neceffary. It ferves not only to rccal all the ufeful and 
^rj^^ing pa0ages tojhe n\ind$ of the audience, but gives 

diem 
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v. 

them a clearer view of the whole than they would 
otherwife have, and impTefles it on the memory.* Va- 
riety is howevev neceflary ; and, I confefs^ I do not 
know fo great a blemifh in Dr. Ogden*s excellent fer- 
Bions, as a want of variety in their conclufions. If the 
peroration do not confift ^f a recapitulation, it ought 
at leaft to proceed naturally and regularly from the 
iubjea. 

On the whole, it is pra£lice only, which can impart 
facility and method in the arrangement of our ideas. 
Rules can only fcrve to reftrain the irregularities of the 
imagination. It would be impoiRble,in fuch a difler- 
tation as the prefent, or indeed in any work of criticifm, 
to furnifli thoughts or fentiments. Since Mr. Addi- 
fon recommended the praftice, it is become very com- 
mon among the clergy to preach from the fcrmons of ap- 
proved authors, either by abridging them, or fometimes 
by tranfcribing them entire. The praftice is, in, my 
opinion, more for the benefit of the audience, than of 
the clergy themfelves, though the former are the only 
pcrfons likely to complain.f What perfon of common 
lenfe, indeed, would not rather hear a fermon of Sher- 
lock, of Seeker, of Porteus, or of Blair, than the trite 
and unconnefted jargoi?, with which we are generally 
aflailed by the moft popular preachers J in the metrop- 
olis ? 

• It would not be cafy fof the popular preachers of the day to adopt 
this form, as their compofitions are mere farragos, colleded from all 
quarters of the globe, with no unity of fubjed, no regard to text, no ex- 
prels objed whatever in view, 1 fpeak not of extempore preachers, 
flnce method is hardly to be expe<fted from them : I fpeak of diofe who 
pretend to write, and would be thought very profound theologians, 
f This prai^ice is fo far from novel, that it is of confiderable antiquity 
. in the church. Auguftin rather commended than b]gmed thofe preach- 
ers, who, when confcious of their oWn inability to compofe well, availed 
themfelves of the performances of others. Auo. Deffrin. Cbnft. 
1. 4. c. 29. 

^ \ I would not be underftood as applying this or any other term to the 
difparagement of any fed or denomination of Chriftiant whatever. I 
truft a due confideration of the abftrufe and difficult nature of thofe 
-doArinal points, which have been the objcds of controvcrfy in the 
Chriftian world, has taught me to treat with candour and indulgence 
the opinions of other men, or rather to requcft their candour and indul- 
gence towards mine. There ^e quack-prcackew of every dcnomin»- 
^ tioVf 

Digitized'byCjOOQlC 



DELIVERY OF A SERMON. 265 

olis ? If tliefc men (whofc voices are generally good, 
and whofe manner, if not quite fo affeiled, might be 
rather conciliating)- would, in the room of their own 
bombaft, favour their auditors with a good printed fer- 
mon, they would find that they might in general pafs 
undeteiled, and their exhibitions woujd not be fq uni- . 
formly difgufting as they arc to perfons of tafte and 
erudition* 

The mod formidable objeftion againft the ufc of" 
printed fermons, is, that it removes Uie younger cler- 
gy out of. the way of improycmeut, and probdoly* pro- 
duces a habit of indolence. When, Ho,wcver, they do 
not compofe their own difcourfe8,.I wotiM advifc them ' 
to apply to approved authors, rather than to obfcurc ' 
or indifferent writers, as is frequently' done to avoid * 
difcovery. It ia much better to be fometimes deteded,, * 
than to tire an audience by contini^ally preaching indif-^. * 
ferent matter : and the obfervation is but too truei thkt, ; 
where there is not genius to compofe, there, is feldom^* 
judgment to feleft. 

IV. OF STYLE. 

The third objcft, which I propofed to treat of in ' 
this dtftrtation, is style. I muft however premifc, 
that in the compofitions for the pulpit, as well as in ' 
every other, unlefs there be a ground- work of good 
fenfc and argument, unlefs there be fclidity of reafon- * 
ing and energy of fentiment, all the graces of ilyle will 
be accumulated in vain. 

The effentials of a good ftyle, at lead as far as re- ' 
gards fheprefent fubje£fc, may be reduced to three c' 
PBRSPicuilry, P0RITY, and a moderate portionof or- - 

'NAMENT. 

I. PfiRSPrCUlTY 

• 

tion, SociiuftD and Calvinlft, Arian and Arminian. The do^lrlnes 
and myfterics of religion ihould always be treated with reverence and 
refpe^, however dinWcntly thought of by different perfons. Mock 
pathos, unconne^ed ibatter, jargon, and buffoonery^ are human con* 
cerns, and arc dcfcrving of cenfure, wherever they arc found to pec- 
domisitei • _ n ] 
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I. Perspicuity is the firft excellence of ftyle : in- 
deed I do not know fo decifive a propf of genius. A 
fmooth and polifhed didlion, or pompous figures, arc 
frequently the achievements of DuUnefs ; but it is the 
charafleriftic of Genius alone to flaflx cpnviaion and 
inftrudlion on the minds of the audience.* Per- 
fpicuity will depend, in the firft place, on the choice oj 
%VQrds i and, fecondly, on the arrangement of them. 

As far as regards the choice of words, obfcurity re- 
fults, in the firft place, 

From obfolete or affe£):ed language, which is not 
generally upderftood. No perfon of tafte would wife 
at prefent to imitate the language of our liturgy in the 
ufe of the vrord prevent, — «« Prevent us, O Lord, in all 
« our doings } nor in that of the word after, — <« O 
«< Lord, reward us not after pur iniquities." Many 
abufes oLwords have been introduced from the French 
idiom : Lord Bolingbroke, for inftance, fays, « by the 
•* perfons I intend here,** inftead of I mean, — Analo- 
gous to this is the ufe of Latinifms, as integrity to de- 
note entirenefs, confcience for confcioufnefs : « The con^ 
^^ fcience of approving one's felf a benefa£i;or to man- 
« kind is the nobleft recompenfe for being fo.*'f 

Again, obfcurity proceeds from the ufe of ambig- 
uous or indefinite word$. Examples of this occur in 
the following fentences ; << As for fuch animals as are 
^^ mortal, (or noxious,) we have a right to deftroy 
«« them.**!: " The Chriftians rudely difturbcd theyJr- 
ti vice of paganifm ; and, rufhing in crowds round the 
<< tribunsds of the magiftrates, called upon them to 
« pronounce and inflift the fentence of the )aw."$ 
Here k is not eafy to define what fervice is meant, 
whether civil or religious. A fimilar ambiguity may 
be found in the fame author, s Speaking of the cruel- 
ty ef Valcntinian, the hiftoriaii adds : — *< The merit of 

" Maximin, 

• " By perfpicuky, (fays Quintilian») care Is tdcea, not that the hciu-- 
« er may undcrftand, if he will ; but, that he muft onderfiand, whether 
** he will or not,** . 

t Spea-ator. \ Guard. 6i, quoted by Dr. CampbcU, PhiL of Bhet. 
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<<Maximin/who has fiaughtered the noblefl; families 
^< of Rome, was rewarded with the royal approbation 
<« and the prefcdlure of Gaul. Two fierce and enor- 
«f mous bears, diftinguiflied by the appellations of In- 
<* nocence and Micaaurea, could alone dcferve to Jhar$ 
<f the favour of Maximin." * It is evident that we 
muft have recourfe to the context to underftand that 
thefe creatures were not the favourites of Maximin, 
but of Valentinian. ' A writer on criticifm has the fol- 
lowing fentence : <* There appears to be a remarkable 
<» diflference betwixt one of the firft of ancient and of 
<« modern critics.''f The embarraflment of this fen- 
tence would have been entirely avoided by inferring 
the words one ofthejirft a fecond time, which probably 
an apprehenfion of offending the car prevented- 

The cafes are fo very numerous, in which an ill 
choice of words, or an imprudent ufe of them, may 
darken the expredion, that it would be aln)on; impofli- 
ble to prefcribe any definite rules upon the fubjeft;— 
Perfedlion in this rcfpeft is ppljj^ to be acquired by prac- 
tice. Poffibly the following remarks may.be of fome 
ufe to young Witers. Firft. Endeavour to inform 
yourfeif perfefltly concerning the etymology and mean- 
ing of words. Secondly. Confult the beft modern au- 
thors, and obferve their different applications. The 
original fenfe is not always a certain guid^ in the ufe 
of common words ; though, if nicely attended to, it 
will fometimcs help us to the reafons of their applica- 
tion. Thirdly. Be not too anxious for variety of ex- 
preffion. It is well obferved by the Abbe Girard> 
that when a performance grows dull, it is not fo much, 
becaufe the car is tired by the frequent repetition of the 
fame: found, as becaufe the mind is fatigued by the 
frequent recurrence of the fame idea. Laftly. We 
cannot be too much 09 our guard againft the vulgar 
idiom. Mod writers who affefk^afe and familiarity in 
writing are apt to Aide into it : 

* 3ttt eafe in writing flows from art» not ^haacey 
*^ As thofo move eadieft who have learn'd to dance.'* 

That 
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That ainblguitjry as ^weO as inaccuracy^ is not uncom- 
monly theeffea of introducing the vulgar phrafeology 
Into written compofition, is erident from tKc very in- 
^correft and abfurd ufe of the aflive^erb to lay^ inftead 
of the neuter verb to tie* This iblecirm has arifen I 
prefume from confounding the pad tenfe of the latter 
with the prefcnt of the former verb* Let it be obferv- 
cd^.howereri that wlxen a noun follows in theobje£iivc 
cafe^ the verb adive (to lay) may be ufed : asi to. ^ry 
dozvn an employment ; iUid lometimes when the verb 
is reflefted or neutralized > Z9^ 

*• Soft on the flow'ry herb I foimd me Imdi^* 

But, to fay « Death lays upon her Eke an untiirfcfy 
froft," or to fay « I have a work /afinghj me," Wtould 
be a grofs and intolerable barbarifm. 

Perfpicuity is injured by bad arrangement ^\n the fol- 
lowing inftances. 

I ft. By feparatingtii'd'adjeftire from its proper iub- 
ftantive : " they chofe- to indulge themfelves in the 
hour of natural feftivity." — Better « in the natural 
hour offellivity.*' ' 

2dly. By ufmg the fame pronoun in reference to 
different perfons or things in the fame fentence : " and 
« they did all eat and were « filled : and th»y took up of 
'« the fragments that remained twelve baflcets full." f 
By the laft they it is difficult to fay who are meant, the 
multitude or only the difciples. The foUftwing fefi- 
teiices-ave faulty 6n' account of art indifcreet ufe of the 
relative* Speakiilg of Porto Bello : <* this celc^brateil 
<« harbour, ivhlc'h was fc/rmerly very wfeU defended by 
f« forts, which Admiral Vernon deftroyed in 1740, 
<« feems to afford a"ii entrance 600 torfes broad ; butis fo 
«« ftraltened with jocks xhat ire n'earthtfurface ofthc 

'^« water, that it isreduced to a Very narrow channel.*^ 
Better thus : " this cddbrated hatbour was dcfead*e^, 
«< &c." f« It fifcems to ^flbrd, Ikc.'^— w^Tliis ^dJivity 

.... '« 5rew 

* Milton. f Matt, xiv^ to. 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



DELIVERY OP A SERMON. 269 

•* drew great numbers of cnterprizing m€n ov^r to 
•^ Virginia, who came either in fearch qI fortune^ or of 
«< iibertyy which is the only compenfation for the want 
•« of *^ :"* — ^here the two antecedents arc fo confound- 
ed, that It requires a p;^u{^ to diftingiiifb them, and 
the conftruftion i$ very ungraceful as well as obfcurc, 
'One mode of avoiding ambiguity in this cafe will be, 
when two antecedents occur» putting one of them, if 
poilible, in the {^ural, auid the. other in the fingular 
number* 

3dly. Obfcurity is produced by (eparating the advert 
and the ad}e Aive, or the adverb and tne verb. Ex. " 4^ 
« power is requifite of fixing the intelleflual eye upoi^ 
«^ fucceflive obje£ls fo (teadily^ as that the more mzj 
«« never prevent us from doing juftice to the Ufsivai^ 
<« portaht."f *^ His fubjcft is prccifely of that kind,. 
« which a daring imagination could ahm have adopti- 
«« cd :"J — here it is not accurately, defined whether % 
daring imagination only could have adopted^ &c. or 
whether it could have adopted that fubje£l onlj^ and 
no other. " He conjured the fenate, that the purity 
of his reign might not be ftatned by the blood even of a 
guilty fcnator ^ J. — the arnangcment would be more 
perfe£t, « by the blood of even a guilty fenator." " He 
•^ atoned for the murder of an hmocent fon, by the 
•« execution, perhaps, of a guilty wife : ''|| — thi doubt 
in tl^is fenterice may apply to the reality of the execu- 
tion. <f Their intimacy had. commenced in the hap* 
*^ pier period, ^^rA^jr^j", of their youth and obfcurity,"ff 

4thly. The following is an example of ambiguity 
arifing from the wrongpofition/of a c^njimdlion. The 
hiftorian, fpeaking of an impolitic edit^ of Juliair, thus 
exprefles himfelf : ^^ He enafted that^ in a. time of 
^ fcarcity, it (corn) (hould be fold at. a price, which hjjd 
w feldom been known in the mod plentiful years." t||| 
A common reader would infer from the above, that it 
was! a Handing, order, that com fhould in every time of 

, fcarcity. 

•U». fOoiLViBM Or/j^. CtfMf. vol ii. p. 94: ' t'Ib. 
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icai'citjr be fold Atipcr than in a time of plenty, which 
does not appear from the cofotext to be the intention 
of the author. Speaking of parents misjudging of the 
conduQ: of fchoolraaftcrs, a modern author on educa- 
tion-adds : ** It has brdte**thc peace of rtiany an in- 
•^ genlous man, ,who had 'engaged in the care or ybiifti, 
*< and pavfed the Way to the ruin -ctf hopeful Vbys." It 
is not perfe^ly dear whether the circumftahce ot the 
hiattef '«< paven the*^ay, iSrc.** irh impoffible to de^ 
cipher the folJowing fentence. Refpefting the fenn- 
XyW^n\k matW, cJ^hich'chTmiiey-pi^ceB, taWes, &c. 
^tc made, thehiftorian ^Wds :*«^TheieTaIuaMe mat^ri- 
^ ais could tipthaVe'been fofirrdin'comttion in the houf- 
\y^s, y/j/^^they-li^id'betti laviihed in th^ churches*' f 
*;* 5thly, t^frfpicuity is- inJarM vefy frequently by the 
•fear of ccfncludlft^a feifcence-vcath ia' trifling \vord^1)ut 
furety, however v^gratrful, a cdnfofed ftyle is a much 
^reato" MeriTiflv. f^ The tmnt cff dhantery/' fays a 
refpeQabie author, '«!fr!^cfuentlyiiiitigates, ^nd breaks 
*f the -teeth of the cvjnimqrn latt^.^ ' !From thi3 fentence 
it might be inferred, itdt .ir niitrgatdd the 'teeth. .Bet^ 
ter, therefore i «* freqtiehtly mitigates the domn^on law, 
and breaks the teeth of it,^ 6r <^ its tcefh.^ ' ' , 

dthly. iMs an old ' obferv^troii, that ';^^^^ 
breviry generally induce^" tjbfctirfty. ' l^hi's is 'fexempli-- 
fied in many forms ofe^preffidn, to tvhkh habit fi^rves 
to reconcile us, butSjfhicb aVe in th6mfelves really Am- 
biguous. Tftus we fpeak of ^< the reformation of 'Lu- 
ther -," whichjif the circbmftance were not well under- 
ftood, might niean the rdFormation of the man, inftead 
of the reformation of the church. ' , 

ytKly. An error oppofite to tWs is long fentence'$ 
and parenthefes. ' Long period's, howev^er, feldom cre- 
ate obfqurity, when the natural order of thought ispre- 
fcrved; efpecialjy^if each divifion, claufe, 6r member 
of the fentence, be complete in iffelf. It is in general 
the infertion of foreign matter, xind parcnthelicat fen- 
tences, that confufe a ftyk. From 



f JustamoWd's Raynaly B'. i^. 
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Pfom flicfe few obfcrvations cdncerriing t)erfipicttity, 
it ^H be fufficicttfly obvious, Aartthc obfcinity of -fomb 
prearchers docs not rcfult from- the profundity and fUb- 
iimtty of their matter, (a« they wonld wHh us to believe,) 
'H^r yet aftbgether from a confufioii of ideas, but fre- 
tju&itly from a tuVbid and pcrphexed fty?e. In general, 
ko^^er, we may faftly lay it down as an incontrovert- 
ible maxim, fliattltc fermon, which is not cleat and 
intcffigfbSe/ is tht-wot^ft offerrtiofns: fmce, however 
trite 'thematter,TiowevcT vulgar the language, if it be 
•underltood^ fomething may ftill be gleaned from it. 

il. The fectod effential of a good ftyle, which t 
pointed put, tvas pitrity, of ^degance. The ^ftyle of 
fermons, I amiready to grant, ought to be fuited in 
general to the audience. But there is a certain Rjl^s 
which is adapted tope^ie of alihoft afi'defcrlptions : 
that, Itnean, which equally avoids tedmical and afi 
fefted expreffions, and thofe vHich are mean and vul- 
gar. Ii) purfunig this fubjeft, that I may not fatjgue 
the reader with iicw dminrAionB, I ihail follow th(? 
method t^hicTi I adopted in the former dafe, and (hall 
firft confider purity of ftyle as relating to thexhoicc ot 
words ; and, ntxt, as to the -atrangement of them. 

The offences againft PURift of ftyte,' as Tar as rCf 
TpeAsthe choke 'tfwvrds^ may be reduced jto the fol- 
lowing, heads." m. Obfolete or uncommon expreffiohs.* 
2d. Vulgartfms. 3d. Jargon, m cant. \ \ 

ift. In an age of norelty we have very little to ap- 
prehend from, obfolete expreffions. Scarcely any per- 
fon, who is at all coHverfant with polite company, 
would ufe fuch expreffions as behoof , hheji^peradvenmre^ 
fundryj anon, &c* . It is not a very e^fy matter to de- 
termine the era of pure Englifh; but I think w^ 
ftrould not look further back tlbian the Revolution : 
Hooker, Bacon, Milton, Hobbc^, and even Temple, gra- 
fcarcely to'be confidered as autHoritie^iatliis refpeft.. 
, ■„. ^ CtMitrary 

* ** In wonte, as falhions, the lame rule will ImUi > 

»* Alike lantaftic, if too new or old. 
" Be not the firft by whom the new arc tty'd, 
«NorTetthpiaato.Jwther«ldftfi4p/* ^ ^- - 
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Contrary to this, is the more fafhionable errof of 
ufing aSefted language, and particularly Gallicifms-. 
This nation has been little indebted to the literature of 
France \ ^d we have no occai^n to change the bullion 
of our language for the tiufel of theirs* Dr. C^mp^ 
bell has, M'ith great accuracy, collected a variety of 
thefe new imported phrafes, which he very properly 
calls, " ftray words, or exiles," that have no affinity to 
our language, and indeed are no better than infe£ts of 
the day. It is of the utnJoft importance to literature to 
adopt fome ftandard of language j. there is no fetting 
bounds to theliberty of coining worde^if itbe at all ad- 
mitted \ and, in that cafe, the invaluable produflions of 
our anceftors will foon become totally unintelligible. 

id. But the more dangerous vice,, becaufe it is the 
more common, and e^ecially among the popular 
preachers of the day,, ia vulgarity. Some inftances 
of this, however, are to be found in very approved au^ 
tkorsj^and ieem to demonftrate how neceflary it is to 
be <^n our guard againft it. Lord. Kaims ijpeaks of the 
comedies of Ariffophanes nuaHo^ving ia lo^fenefs-and 
dctraftion,* (which is moreover a falfe metajAor ;) of 
*^ thtpujbing geniiis of a nation ;.f of a nation being 
•« devoid oi bowels j* % &c. The following phrafe is furc- 
« ly intolerably low for (erious eompofition : " To imag* 
wine that the gratifying, of any fcnfe, or the indulging 
••^ of any deficacy in rneat^' drink, or^ apparel, is in itfelf 
«* a vice, can never enter into a head that is not diforder- 
•< ed, &c.'*'j: Dr. Beattie is not free from fuch exf- 
preffibns as «a &«^w/W-pfl?' rhetorician," "(creaming 
^ znd /quaffing,^ Sec. and Dr. Blair (peaks of a circum- 
ftancc ^^/►^/«|' o«^ upon us;, of Milton having chulked 
9Ut a new road fti poetry ; of Achilles pitcXing upon 

Srifeis, &C.** • — Perhaps nothing but good books 

and 

• Sketches of Mam + lb. B. ii. §. 7* t lb. B, vii^ J 7. 
^ § Hume's Ef. on Refinement in Arts, 

** Theds and many other inaccuracies are pointed out in a yery ef- 
cellent critical examination of Dr« B£ur*8 Ledures, publiihed in the 
Critical Review for 0(5tober 1783, Mr Robinfon's tranflation of 
Claude is very faulty in this refped : be fpcaks of a knack of doing 
tbm^io^^ickingfaji^ for adhering to; of tb« M/eucr the biihop; 
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. and gdod company can purify the ftyle from coaffearid 
Tulgar cxpraflidrts 5 fometimes, indeed, the aptnefs 6f 
thcfe words renders it difecult to reje£lthfeml When, 
however, we meet with a low 'word, we ought diligent- 
ly to look for one fynonymous to it. ^ It Would proha- 
bly be a Very improving exerciffe to make a colledlion, 
as they occur, of choice and elegant expteflions, whicjh 
may he einployed hiftead of the common and colloqxn- 
al. Thus, for heaping upywe may ufe accumulating i 
for Jhunnedy avoided j for to h^rag^ to BOAST j for their 
betters ^ Xiitix superiors ; for I got . rid ofy I avoided. 
A polite writer, inftead of laying heis pujbid on^ vrtii 
fay IMPELLED 5 inftead oi. go forwards y or go m^ i^'B.O' 
' CEED i inftead of you ta^e mey you understAntd ; in- 
ftead of I had as lief^X fliould LIKE as WELL •, inftead of a 
tnooi pointy a DisPU^TED'pbint ; inftead oi pro i*f con, on 
BOTH sii>ES ; inftead of by the hye^ BY -THE way, (though 
I do not much like either j) inftead oijhut our ears, 
close our ears v inftead o£fell to worky began* Some 
words It will bfe better to omit 5 as, inftead of faying, 
"he has a confiderable ^^^/ of merit," fay, « he has 
„ confiderable merit." • 

When an idiom can be avoided, and a phrafe ftrift- 
ly grammatical introduced, the latter will always be 
moft graceful : for inftance, it is more elegant to fay, 
*< I would rather," than « I had rather.*' This idiom 
probably took its rife from the abbreviation iW, whicfh 
in converfation ftands equally for I wouldy or I had. 

When a fubftitutc cannot be foiind for'a mean word, 
it is better to reform the fe'ntcnce altogether, and to 
cxpitfs it by a pcriphraiiB : ohe fuch « fly will uaar 
"the ointment" of the moft hatmonious periods. 

3d. Nothing, however, can be more oppoGte topusi'- 
ty or elegance of ftyle, than the unmeaiung ja&goh, 
which low and illiterate preachers trttrodtjce, fometimes 
in order to aflumc an air of erudition.* Suchpfirifes 

as 

inftead of to re-examine, he ufes to call wer\ infteacl of to deceiTe» to ' 
giill j for being exafperatcd, r^^<^ /o go mad. 

* •* There is a fort of divines, who, if they doVtit happen. of lairnn* 
'* lucky hard word all the week, think themfelvcs not earful of their 

*« iock 



174 ON THE COMPOSITION AND 

as creatunly comforts / man-God i toerlqfiing , ubiquiij / 
celefiial panoply; Triune-God ; &c. &c. are barbarifms 
not to be endured.* Indeed, were I to detail the in- 
fiances of this depraved phr^eology, I fiiouid fcarcely 
be lefs difgufting than thofe who employ it. Similar 
to thefe are the endearing diminutiveSj the compound 
epithets, fuch as life-giinng^/oul'/aving^ &c. and the ful- 

, fome repetition of the moft facred names, introduced 
by fome preachers. UnaffeBed is an epithet) appropri« 

. ated in ^ manner to real devotion, which is difplayed 
in aftionsj and in fentiments, and not in words \ indeed 
I do not know, whether the too frequent and familiar 
introduction of the moft folemn expreffions, even in the 
jpulpit, may not ferve to lefi^, rather than tp increafe 
our refpe£)t for the great objed: of Chriftian worship. 

Purity of ftyle, as far as rcfpcfts arrangement^ is 
equally violated by aflFe£led ftatelinefs, and by neg- 

^ ligpnceand incorref^nefa. Of the former kind are the 
following inftances. 

I ft. Placing the nominative cafe after the verb. Ex. 

** Wonderful are the efFefts of this pafiion in every 

l^«c view." « Not a little elegant is this manner of wri* 

«ting.''t 

adly. The bbjcftive cafe in the beginning of the 
fentence. « Varieties of national chara£ter we obferve 
«« imprinted on the phyfiognomy ofnations/*^ And 
not unlike tnis is Mr. Gordon's very depraved con- 
ftrudlion in his tranflation of Tacitus : '< At this time 
war there was none." 

3dly/The 

** flock, if they iay it not up till Simday, and .Vd^ow it among them in 
•* their next fermon.*' Eachard^s Contcnpt'of the Clergy^ p. 46. 
• ** Among hard ivords, I number like wife thofe whidi arc pecu- 

'••liar to divmity as it is a fcience, becaulie I have obfcrved feveral clcr- 
** gymen, otfaerwife httle food of obfcure terms, yet in their fermocs 

.K v^Ubcral of thofe which they find in ecdefiaftical writers,' as if 
«* it were our <futy to underftand them ; which I am fure is not." 
SwiYY*8 Lett V to ayoung Clergyman. ** 1 believe, I may venture to 
•* infift, further, that many terms ufed in holy writ, particularly by St. 
** Paul," (he means in our antiquated tranflation of the apoftIe*s wri- 
-tings,) -•* might, with more difcretion, be changed into plainer fpecch.'* 
lb. 
t Tranflalion of Trapp^s Praekdioncs. \ Donba»*s £%$• 
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3dly, The objeftive cafe before the imperative 
mood. ** How many nations have certainly fallen 
<< from that importance,' which they had formerly borne 
«« among the focieties of mankind, let the annals of the 
« world declare."* 

I know nothing'that more enfeebles a ftyle, than be- 
ginning fentences with connective particles, fuch as 
undi thougby hut^ however ^ therefore^ Bcc, It feems to 
put the reader out of breath, and partakes in fome 
meafure of the ungracefulnefs and confufion of long 
fentences. It alfo deftroys that compaCVnefs, which 
gives energy to ftyle. Thefe circumflances have made 
it common to introduce the conneftive as the fecond 
or third word of the fentence : and the fame reafons 
are almoft equally forcible againft the ufe of relatives 
in the beginning of fentences. 

It has alfo been generally efteemed ungraceful to • 
conclude a fentence with a prepofition or a trifling 
word. The auxiliary verbs are generally very bad con- 
clufions. EJ. «< If this afFeds him, what muft the 
« firft motion of his zeaLbe ?"f 

Laftly. There is often inelegance in placing the ad- 
verb before the auxiliary verb, as in the following in- 
ftance : " the queftion ftated in the preceding chapter 
never has been fully confidered."J It wduld, I think, 
be better, " has never been fully, &c/* 

It would be impoffible oti this occafit)n to defcend to, 
a very minute detail.. A good ear, and the perufal of 
good authors muft unite to form a good tafte in this 
* particular. Pedantry, however, more frequently mif- 
leads us than any other caufe. The ftyle of female 
writers flows eafier, and is commonly more harmoni- 
ous, than that of profefled fcholars; one general rule 
may indeed be admitted : in narrative or plain didactic 
compoHtion, in thofe which are intended merely to 
convey information, the natural order of the words is 
to be preferred ; but, when paflHon'or fublimity is the 
obje£l| this order maybe departed from, and a fentence 

muft 

* IK t RoBUf ION from MaffiUon. 

f LoftS MoirBooDO,Ori|^, md Prof. Lang, c llfby Google 
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muft never conclude with a nteak mtmhtr or a trifling 
word* As pcrfpicuity demands that enough fiiall be 
difplayed in the firft part of. the fentence to mak^ the 
aim of it manifeft ; fo elegance and vivacity demand a 
.degree of energy at the termination of it in ord^r to 
leave an imprcffion on the niind* i>ometime$9 howev- 
er) in very animated expreflion, it has a gpod effect to 
place the emphatic word the firft in order, z^ : JSUJiJ 
18 he «« that cometh in the name of ^he liord.'*-^ ^« SiU 
<< wr and gold have I none^bftt fuch as I have I giye thee/' 
In this laft fentence, the eager expcdati5)n, and the 
inqploring look of the beggar naturally .lead to. a vivid 
conception of what was in his thoughts ; and this 
conception is anfwered by the form, ui which tlie decla- 
ration of the, apoftle is couched. 

III. As a fermon is an oratorical cam,poGtion^ as it 
is^in tended far a popular aflembly, and ought to inter- 
edthe a^tiention at leaft of the auditors, peifpieuity and 
purity of ftylc are fcarqely fufficient comn^endations. 
It (hould ^ calculated not only to inftru^i^but to per* 
fuade ; not only to inform the judgment, but to con- 
ciliate the pailions. Some degree of rhetoricajl em- 
B^Li.isHM£NT,therefore,becomes ab{pluteiy neceifary ^ 
and it is one of the moft difficult points to detecmine 
the nature, as well as the degree of this embelliflbmcnt. 

It is obvious that the ornaments of oratory are ma- 
terially different from thofe of poetry* The aim of 
the former is to inform and perfuade ; of the latter to 
aipufe. The one addreffes the judgment and the 
paffions ; the other, the fancy. The one require^.the 
utmoft pcrfpicuity ; in the other, feme Jegree of ob- 
Vcurity is frequently a beauty : a difFerent choice and 
fekdlioA.of the imagery and figures, whiphare employ- 
ed, becomes therefore requifite in thefe different forms 
of compoGtion. 

The elegance of poetry frequently depends upon 
the happy applkatioir of imagery aiiiimed from natu- 
ral obje£|ks : the imagery proper foir oratory is the im- 
agery of fentiment. In the one, the woods, the plains, 
the fountains^ and the hiUs» the expanded oc^an, 
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(fcrciSfy ^f^h^'heiVjCtw, ire the moft ftiriking dbjeBt 5 in 
ttie otber^ the human paffions antipurfuitdi tt^fate ef 
ampijes, the tcvohrtions of fortune, and tJbe uocettalii^r 
tf and rariatioii m human affairs. 

T^ comparifin, which.is frequently one 6f the moft 
tegaging fiffktt^ iti poctTyi and afibrds thefuHeft fcdpe 
for luxuriant defcription, is in general too cold anci 
fOTihal for oratory. The beauty of metaphors will fire- 
qnentlvbe loft in an attention to the fubjcftj or in the 
"^rmmof theefrahciati^^p % and attu/hns zxiA tmtony^ 
ma >»Bl rather obfture than enlighten the fnhjea. 
Petfimficathn is ftiU more allied to obfcarity } and aU 
l^gory i& leaii adapted of all to thtd fpecks of €ompo& 
tion. Inftead. of this play of the imagination, the ora- 
tor muft. employ 9 force and energy of expreffion, a 
warmth 6f fcntiment, and the flron^r figures oiitfra* 
i^off^erji^ejS^^p'iaiir climax J^ , latbeoifpof thefe^kowev« 
er^ he muft h^^^xtt^xmlj qautiou? f fpr rtuay iMre d^nr 
gfrnuaU^tl^e j^^iods of the tjtnfkilfirii .a,ndTqquire the 
SMce^ tafte in ihea^licatipq of thenir 

After al>, it is a ^ue^ipi^ ^I>etber,U)e j:iiodern com^ 
, .? . . , ppCtions 

* The following is a fine infbuice of what I call the iTc&ATxoir> or 
repetition.*-^ i haveflain, I haTe flain, not a 9f, Mslius, who wai 
«*.fo%tibaedel)iai»i^ua:th«ii)esRl f«^ fi(«» 7ib#rici».G|iMc]iui, 

*'flEun>the;iiuu^!«iK4s ^Mie^ owe ii^eft&inM^w#<Uf<)oiiiff^<^ 
^ facred recefles of the gods; the man, by whiefis^niAimont ^feqaU 
«ib fccQuisitly dctcfoilM^^o iiopinii/ the violflttoiik oi th^ moft Coieiaa 
^ niu ; tfaeflvft, 'viho bgr ihe. band«<tf hisfla? e* oqpeUed a icit^^f yfhp 
cA^lirtt 4ileeinKiibf idle ietiat«>, fay. the yovpfe, bf «r<iry iwtioaiip^ 
«««9nh^ the f^flferver of. the city } fhj&siaHi» wh^ gaveiaod tOQk awyiy 
Mihlta^^Mnj^itatA i^&akiifysA f^cf woiBd j»t :h» fJoUiire ^ id^ jq»aD»fw^ 
« demed the {orvim with blood ; the man, iwhot fised the teoip}e ol^ 
.•• HjEmphii; in,3.wordythe«(iati.who ^rofeiiied hjmlelf fay no pr^icipiy 
X'Vfli* MlbiowMged«D.daflv» wjbo .i«bni(&ted tp no linutatipp." Qc*^ 
ff^Jdiicme. The mntkqp o€ 8t. Panl ahowid in thefe beld%iixf% 
ytyiilnUy tfa&moTMlgj ^ whitk tfa«re^ar€iibiii« .luiccmm^y aai«> 
nK^ettmpki:.<':VMt !)b*T&ya.iK>t,ho«r«fftQ.ea drink in ? 

<*ordefpife ye the chtirch of Goo, and flume them. thaith^ve not? 
**m9^4mUl\&4jiQ;t,iouh Sh^ I :ptmkp^ inikki I|Mra<fi9 jou 
t*^dt4" :! lOna; :jd; «<;. Xhs JDUoMg it «a> «aiB^ o£ th» three %• 
urei united :^ << Are they Hebrews ? fo am I: are they Ifraelites ? fo am 
i^-ti 'itpAef. tHe iori of Ahrai^MR^ (b anr(: ate they miniiiers 
-^tl^iffSitfvt 9Xpcalk^«!i»oL) Imamut, ^'* » CojR^xi. }lb^ 
Z r- T ■ 
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poGtioQffof tki; pulpit are not rather to l)e bl^fd! for 
too much than fpr too little affe<Satian of orna^ept^^. 
In thif cafe , perhaps, nfgati v^e inftrulftioi^ ^ay^ h« (.he, 
moft ufeful *, and to fliew^ whata (lyle pught n9t^t9be| 
9iay aufwer a better purpofe, than an unperfe^ eii- 
4eavpiir to defcribe all (he cxceUences^an^ graces- which 
9 livdjr imagination and a. fine tafte maj invent. , 
^ In the firft.placf , the pppular haranguesj of ^thp day 
have more of poetry -f |ha»n oforatjoryiavtjiejflci, if falfe; 
metaphor, = in^qonfifteni^ /illcgp,ry^; ^n^ .ift; jal|, .refpeiStk 
<* IMTofc rurv majd," <^an ha^ any c^ni^to thatjappcjlia^ 
tion. Not f^^ti^fiied, with adopting whi^jficalaUufions, 
they purfue, them to an . extreme of ajbfurdity. : . 

J. . •' And dudile dttlncft pew mpndpr^ imk^ . . r. . . 
« And one j>dor word a thoufand fenjfes takes,"f .^ 

It can be no gratification to a rational rriind tb give 
pain, otherwife I could fdrhifli fpedmchs of this' kind 
abundantly ridiculous. J Figures, which have no in- 
genuity to recommend them, but arc trite' and com- 
mon, ought carefully to be livoidcdi ....:.;.. 

Secondly. One of the moft glaring vices of bad or- 

. ^ ■ '. . •*.. ". '.-.:' -atofrs 

•■ ' " , • • J ■ I :/■..-. >:•:.' 

**^ The oroamentt of laoguflgef eiferaSy eoft tlifs wnt^ imidi ttou- 
^ ble, and produce fiiiftli aidvantage to tlie hearer, l^t the charat^dr of 
<* your fenftoBs be tm^ and infortifiatioa) aii4 a difumpttrthidaritf^^ 
-— Palit*8 Ordin. Serm.- 

f «< Anotker thingi dutt brii^ gxest difre)^ and mif^bicf upon the 
■': clergy, is their paciung th«^ir fennotit fo i^(^JmiHmdgii wJuch 
«*'all the world know, carry wijth thcpi but very finail. fecce of argu- 
^^ ment, unlefs there be an ezad:agtcemeiit With tluit whkhat compar* 
•ced ; of whtdlk there is very fekim any ^foffickut care takta.** £ac»- 
akd's C^nntnpu *c; p. -58. . . • » ^ 

^ I <« This i^ almoft die perpetual vice of mean and low preachers ; for, 
« when they catch a figura^e nf old, or a metaphor, as wliea Osm*^ 
« word is called 9^ fife, or a J 'word. Of the ^urcha ifrfl*^,. &cw thef 
«* never faii to make a long detail of confcnnitiea between the &gmfM 
<( and the fubjeas tfaemfeiieir and fre^ently lay ridicoloBa :thii]gt.r 
JloBiN80N*««Clattde, ciii.'' . ' • • "j ; . - - 

$ Itwouldb«noverf diffitvhinktfb'tepara|i4)tbefdIIowaRg%wci* 
mens, which Dr. £aefaK^hl» ^vbttd'^rom thep^pubriocaters of. hi* 

**• *Tis reported^f a'tree growing opo«. the bank of the JSuphnnet, 
«*«hat ItJftriiigs fo^th aa appk, to die eyei^br^ fiiit aqdifieitipcieg^blitiiiw 

«*wardly 
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ators 18 flie exclamation : — « Oh ! '^ my beloved Chri& 
ttans P' " Ah ! my dear hearers \^ « Ho^ delijghtful f 
ho^ cMireninj ! hojir vironderful ! how ftupendoual*^ 
Stich urtmearttng phrafes as thefe fill up 2AI the blanks 
of fhcir difcourfes, and (land in the place of fenfe and 
/entiaient ; to the critical eye, however, they never fel! 
to difcover <• the nakednefs of the land/' and to exhib- 
it the torcat:her bbouring at a (train of pathos, which he 
is not able to efFcft. There is no^ figure which is fo 
nearly allied to the frigid as this. It was therefore nev- 
er adnwtted by the Greeks, and Very rarely by the Ro- 
Atan brators.f It never appears in the difcourfes of 
Bansow;' of Sherfock, ind of Attcrbury. — Whether 
our popular preachers have improved upon thefe mod* 
els or not, the reader will be at'noloft to determine. 

- Thii^dly: It is a' poor expedient, an'd frequently bor- 
idfers m the* ridiculous, to introduce interlocutors in a 

• fermon, 

** wardly it is filled with nothing but ufelcfs and deceitiul duft.— Ouft 
** we arc, and to duft we mull all go.** Con temp f oft be Clergy, p. 6i, 

** I cannot omit that of the famous divine, who, adviling the peof^ 
** in days of danger to run uko the Juotd, teUs them, that diey cannot 
*• gf>to ^e lA>rd,muchlef8 run without feet} there are therefore two 
^* feet to run to the Lord, fa'tb and prayer. *Ti8 plain that faith is a- 
«*■ foot ; for, h^ faith -ivejiand, 2 jCor. 1/ %^ The liiecond it prayer, 
** afpiritttd teg to bear us thifher : now, that prayer is a fpiritual leg, 
** appeaCrs from feveral places of Scripture, as from Jokab, c. n. v» 7. 
ana vty^P'^o/^ earn" unt^f thy b9ty temple,** &c. lb. p. 70. 

Upon the text, Mat't, it. 15. and there follonved htm i^feat 
muirhurles of peopl- fom Galilic. ** I difc«vtr, Xiay» the preadier,) 
^ wheft J« s ITS preyaiis with us, we ihall foon Irave our G am ls e s . I 
* difcover alfo (fays he) a great mirade, viz. that the way after Jesds 
"^ being yfr^zV, fha^fuch a multitude flvould follow him.** lb. p. S4 
^ ^'lliere is not a word in the whole eom^s of the HngliAi language 
to which the popular preacher is under fc» many obligations as this finall 
interje^ion. It intrudes itfelf upon ail occailons, and if uttered with a 
pf9Per vociferatioo, and a £aiart thump upon the breaft, feldom £uls to 
Be foilowed by areafonable number of groans and %hs from a certain 
part of the congregadttn. To every pofon, however, o£ cafte and re- 
ileipoo^ it only indicate^ m'wij^ t» ie pu^tetic ivitbom the power of 
^eing fo This, is not the omory of Mr. Fox, Mr. Burke or Mr. 

Shendan. ' 

. f S«e iioH MotsiODoo^i Vrig, and^ Prog. tfLtng. vol*, iti. 

** I know a gentlepiaa, who made it a rule In reading, to ikip cntr 
» sitt fentences, where he fpied a cote of cgtcbwaUon at' the fod*** 
Swift^tttttb'ajottfigCfei*." " ^' ' 
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Tbif MTtiike i«} generally, .suljepled ia or4«T tor citfpl%7 
the d]esupc9i ^<^fture:, aad vcr£atile talcfit^ <^i |be 
pve^cbeti^ It U iippaiRhl< to fee a good iFelighu{ fyce^ 
^#|/jr .(a« tbey ^re termed l^y ^he fagacious Dr. £^^h- 
^) perfefm one of ^b^fe p^Ipit^far^esy without jrbiab- 
u^ of tb^ ftroUihg player in Scarrcn, wbo a£led a whcde 
pl^y bimfelf) only varying his ppiition, altitude and 
i^ipei accqxdihg as b^^.reprefemed tlite King> the Queen,, 
or the Ambjiffad^. Thde rwroor oratiom^are coirif 
jD^lyvery dull paraphnr^^sof &>pie animated pafl^^gti^ 
of Holy Writ, and arf; i<uuetime« no lefs in^nfifteol: 
if^itb doporumj tbaa with tbe rules of cbaf^ cofugofi-i 

A fourth device of theCp flimfy prators^.wb^n in s^ 
ftrait for matter or fentiment, (^Jiucb isoftenthe cafe,) 
is to force in a huge Scripture quotation \ no matter 
bow foreign to the general fubjeft of the cjifcourfe : it 
. has an air of piety, and therefore generally impofes on 
the wcli-meaTibig, but uxxdifcerning, part of the au- 
4iex^c^» 

Young otators a^ geaei!^y fond of the fobUaie to 
a degree of enthufiafrh, and' are too apt to ai!^ it 
when kail qiXalified. They are. therefore very liable to 
deviate intobombaft. Thie fiiwriitog charaAera of tbe 
bcwnbaftic, or falfe fublime, are: ift. Words vc^tbeut 
91 4ifUnft appropriate nueaning, which the author bim- 
fetf pirdbably could not de&ne, if he v^ere called upon 
to do it. adiy. Defcfiptions, ^ieh cannot be. reduc- 
ed. u> Canvafis, which exhibit no difttnd: ^nd unifbnp 
pi^urt. jdly* Sinuieft s(nd figiires difproportioufd to 
the fubje^. 4th]y. An abuui^nce of redwdant, and 
unmeaning epithets. 

An ercor appareatily oppofite ta tbi$i but ffequf ntiv 
witted widi it,.i» the ftthit ft^e. Th^ diafsiaeraol 
this ate: ift. JiOofeiwddisjo^«tfe4 fchttnce^t wiiJiout 
point or conclu&on. 2d]y. Common-place iixi?£^ 
and tfxprefiions* jdlju CaJtoquiri. oapiwfliiwii : «s» 
« Wea, but feys fome objeaor >•* a^c* ^ 

One of tbe uarfl common a^^^ moJJ d^flt^l^cBi^ 

* ■ enofj, 
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BELIVERY OF^ A SERMON. rSt 

ctrors, however/ls t^c'mock paihis. Many (I dottbt 
not Dt^li-iYitcfitioned) perfon$ conceive that ^hey are to 
go to ch\irch for nothing but to weep 5 and the piti- 
fct! radthbdjcrhployed by feme preachers to excite their 
teats cannot fail to have a direft contrary effect with' 
«rcry titionar pcrfon.* I am-fenliblc that much will,' 
in fliis 'cafe, ^epend upon the afting of a fermon, (as. 
Bfr/"WalAirfon calls it.) I could mention a popular 
prciatiier;' wHo regularly lirecps at a certain period^ of 
his difcourfe, Whether the fubjecl be pathetic or not^ , 
The device generally fucceeds with that part of the au* 
dtencc (and that is a pretty con&deraWe portion) who 
j5a,ytio tittention to the matter, . and regard only the- 
gcffticulattoji of the prfeacher. Tliis rfrligtoas buffoon*, 
cry,- however, ihuft neceflatily difguft every judicioits: 
Iicafer j and the cenfure of one perfon <rf fenfc is, ill' ^ 
my ppinioh, but weakly counterbalanced by the over* 
flowing fcale of vulgar popularity. - 

,T. OF MANNER, OR DELIVERY. 

' '' 

In tresrtiog of MAif ner, I fliall endeavour to contra£l, 
tiii^difiertarioa within ftili narrower limits than I have 
done on the .preceding topics : and for this plain^^resH. 
fim, that I conceive it to be the leaft neceflary. 

' Mc^re attention has lately been lavifhed upon thi» 
art,^than upon the more fubftantial objects of criticifm ^ 
and* after all, the careful obfervation of good fpeakerft 
will do more than all the abfl:ra£); ftudy in the world. 

Speaking is a pra£tical art, and we might as wel) 
pretend to teach a young peribn to dance, as to fpeak^ 
by books only; 

The principal points to be obferved on this fu^je£| 
are modolation, emphasis, a&d, action; . 

Firft, with refpeft to modulation. It is evident, 
that the voice naturally aifTumes a differcBt tone on dif-» 

* _ - fereni 

• «♦ Alsjdy-afccd a* certain great perfon, eo^oiin^ oot of ch«Nrb» , 
« wlietlier it were not a very /noa^iff^difcoturle ?— Yes^ faidhe,./ 'was 
**extrenuly fortf^ for tbe man is myfr'unfi^^* Swu¥| X^l» 
a young Cl'erg. • * . 
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ate a» THE COMFOSITIpN AH» 

feitaft tKcafiom. la (K>iDmQn cotvitrt^fioa, and. ia 
narrative, the Toke Bows in aa eveo t«aor« afliea ^p* 
proachmg to monotoay* lo teachiog or cv^^iaixiif^ k 
u flower, moce diftinaj fosvethiag mqtc eocvgeuc, aad 
imther lieft indtniag to monotony. In ^Ktrcfpnes off^l* 
iioa» it i$ imequftl^ttemulpusi, andi beqpcxttti^ intc^rrupt* 
cd. The groat exceUei^ce of art is to red^ce thofe ob» 
fenpalionsy with which we are fprniihed by Qaturey to 
a r^idar fyftem s and to prodttce on aU oqcaficmst 
what nature will do in its moft perfe£k ftate* 

The modulation foiuble to the pulpit will be i^i^ 
ficiently apparent from tbeife confiderations. That vio«' 
fence of paSon^ which ^ is the e^ceVence. of a fjl^ct 
to imitarei cannot poSbly hare any place tbq:e« The 
preacher's bufinefs is to ai^e^ to convincCji topptfisade^ 
not to ftorm or vskge at his congregation. The ra»ng 
and furious maimer of fi^ne preachers may indee4f by 
mere dint of lungs^ keep a congregation firom dozin^^ 
but can neither inform nor conciTiate any perfon of 
true taftc or r^al piety. 

■ Apparently oppofite to this, though not feldom unit* 
•d in the fame perfon, (for variety is the prioe%»l aim 
of theTe orators, though it be no more thso^. a^ variety in 
abfurdity,) is the wbifte*. Nothing furely can bemece 
dilgufting, nothing more inconfiftent with die dignity 
of a pcMi^ teacher, than to fee a «« robuftons petravdg* 
f^patedfeHow,"'*^ fobbing Hke an overgrown iehod«^ 
giri> and copying all t^e cootoaficsns of a player i-wheoi. 
in reality, the occa(ion for fuch eaoeflive fiamw, or 
Mthef the affeAation of k, cannot poi&Uy occitif in su 
compofition altogether of the dida&ie kind* 

From the nature of his office, from th&naluce of his 
#en\p0fit}on, ihepresurherfhouU always, iirhtsenttnci- 
adon, ftttd^ ' < t^^begel a tenqierance that may giie it » 
¥ fmoothnefs." f Nothing cAn compenfatefor tile lois^ 
of dignity ; and the ftrong^'eDetgetie, yettempemtt 
and eyeuv manner, is alone confiftent with true dignity. 

Above all things, the young pi^acl^er oti^^t moft 

-casefnlly 
>SaaJUitxaas*8 Xiamb:!; t'l^ 
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CEHWRY OF A SERMON, ??j 

«^r£fa)lY tQ A^foH^m uon^turRl of sif&Acd tooc^ At 
^ l^iimoa^/whcaa from th? frequency of theatrical «xhw 
bi|^)^s;ft the ta(U of tb^ public, with ve/pcd to fpcakiiigi 
ia W^Qk ipapjfoved, fuc.h 9 defect will fcarccljr cfcap^ 
the. Q^nbini of ^veo t^ ig^ioraqt and vulgar. h\ £aci| 
I weyer kaeiw ;q^ bjajt yuc i^ft*.ni:c to the contrary. I 
remembeTi fome years ago^ in aconHderable town ia 
the North of England^ a perfon offered himfelf as a 
candidate fojr a. livipg, who pcriiprmed the fervice in » 
tone <A voice» which could only be comfarei to yerf 
bad chanting \ it favoured indeed more of the fynagogue 
than of the oathedral} and the compo/kronof hU mmok 
wtt» as ttoiiitieUigiUeas his manner wai extraardtaary«. 
Ilie judioioiM <rleAors, becattfe die exhibittoo w^ nti* 
common, concluded that it mud be fomeihin^ mmatk<^ 
ably fine. ^Shaj aftevwarda accklentally d^overed 
Atxf mifloJke, but not till it was too late to re^ify ir> 

Stoondiy. It is obirious, that every pcffen, in dif- 
cotffGng earneftly upon any fttbje£l, ufually marks, &y 
a certain force or it^anon ^ voice, the fignilkant and 
diiergeric wwds and expceflSons ; atid*^ both the number 
•f' AofeoaprclBons, and this feroe with which they avc 
•lUMicitited^ ifictfafe in proportion to tht' paffion or vc* 
fccaKnce of the fpeaker* 

' EiAPifriMs is either obfolute or relative^ Abfolutr 
€mpha^ depends upon the fdijeA, andconfifts in hiv* 
ing a- ftrefe upon (nch words» as we would wi(h to or 
pa^t»ci»1arly marked^, and remembered ; fuch asaredi- 
r6£Uy connreAed with the fenfe of tho whok,) and otk 
which it feentSj in 4bme degree^ to depend. 

Ibelaciveemphafis ha^ a refped to fomethtng imme^i^ 
^tely 'gsing befoveor coaiin|^ after^ on- which the feniis 
^tthc fentence depends* The whole point and force 
of the following fentence would he loft by a w^ong 
emphafis : .« JHulofQphy alone can boaft, (apid peifhap^ 
^ k is aaly the ka/f of phUo&phy,) that her gemk 
*• hand is able to eradicaiiefTom the human mind the 
•« latentgnddcadlyj)jrinaplcof fanaticifin.'**** Anoth- 

. * Gimok's Hift» C. SET. 
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a«4 ON THE COMPdSITlON A!iD 

^f cr fenrant, being his Kiifnian, whofe ezt letter, cut 
w off :^ here, unlefs a proper femphafis'bc laid, there will 
be feme ro6m for fuppofihg, that the fervant wae the 
kinfman of Peter, and that he i^ra^ aftually the pcrfon, 
^hdfe ear had been cut off. In the foUovtring lines, 
Much obfcui;ity may be produced by an improper em- 
phafis : 

Uirlefd the reader remembers, |l:^it the woi^ JhwM i$ 
fuukrftoodf and read^the verfes accordingly,, the audi* 
tor^ A^i^ht fuppofe the latter line .to relace merely to 
tbeexiftetioe of a Borgia, &«.* 
.. Sometimes half a featenee is emphatic with refpe<El 
to thrreft. Ex.: « The odiainlongumjacens^l thought 
^ «» bajdibfloiigedonly to ib^,'u(o,r/lcim^&ircl^n/iq,Hkjfi,"f 
XJnle/s each.ot tbefe latter words be pnooouricc^d with 
eqii»l fo^<:ei*tJieX«ofc.of the atithos will be deftroyed, 
^will be .'evidetit b|r phclzig^the ^mpbajk, oo; either 
Vfcr0 m atit^ify^ and co/npariog ii. withthc ototigxt, 
. ;/l5>e, grtat ufe of ^mphafis is tQ render ^. diiconrfe 
plain and intelligible to the auditord ; and, conicqiiftnt- 
iy, that .emphafis' is maft . judicio\i«>, .which ia. rooft.4if- 
criminative. For this reafon, X difagree with both 
Mr. Garrick and Dr. Johnfon in JDheir modeiof aiicent'- 
ing the latter coMTJmandments ..of the . DfElalogxys. $ 
« ThpM (halt not ftcal," for inftanoc IJer« Mr. Gar- 
rick placed the emphafis upoji the auKiltary verb fiah^ 
which !Was evidently wrong, as Dr. Johnfoa objeded 
$hat.the commandment t was ii^gativei and be accord- 
ingly 

• If the great convuKtocs of nature, fays Mr. Pope in this couplet, 
4o not'Hnterrtipt the order of Almighty providence, why flKmhl it be 
intemrpted by the coirmlfion^ ol thp xntoal worki ; why flramld % Bor- 
gia or a Cataline not nuke a part of the plan and order of di^ne gov- 
emment, as much as thole natural phenomena, the ctufes of which ar« 
fiow well onderftood, and which are knowft to be peifedly ronfifient 
with the general laws of natnzs ? - 

f Junius to Sir U^, Draper, 
'' i See Sir Joim Hawkxm»'» Xf/ip of Dr,, 'jotnfifU 
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ingly placed tbe etapbaSe »poxf mtf. It ii pUiift liowt 
9vert that thi« eiiiphfafis neitfie;! i^rves toexjilaixi the; 
nature of the copooii^^uimeniiy oor. U)^ point the s^U^n<» 
tiod to its fHiocifail obje^.. The iH^ngregatlon a^e 
fu&pientljr avo^Te) 4hat the pecalqgvc confUU of au« 
rhoritaUve precepts, and tlw^efpr^ tbcr^ cannot be the 
lead iiecei&tjr fo^^well^ag upon f^ verb j)b<z// ; mpfl; 
of the coQi,giandiDents are ai a. negative ki|id» ^lul of 
courfe tliese can bp no occ4fion.xo n^ake n^/ the priaci«* 
pal word in the fefKcii/cei and th^ty too> with s|.maQifeit 
riik that t})e.prisu;ipaiobj££^ of the coni^,Kiiandment (halt 
not be bfardi or at l^ad not atieadedto. Befides this* 
we ^c fO) ac^ruftomed to what { call relative emphafis, 
that, hf accenting either of tkofe words, the ear is oat-' 
urally led to expedl foaiethit\;T correfpondem to them : 
thus, by faying « Tbou (halt n^ iVf^V ^he auditor i$ 
indaccd to expeA the antithetical but^ with iovne cor- 
refpondcnt appendage. The truth is, both thefe words 
(liould be pvonounced with a fuU ton« of vpice ; but, 
the real force of the emphaGs ought to red upon the 
word Jlea!^ or whatever word particularly diftinguilhee 
the cbmmtmdittcnt firpm the rdl. ^ 

Thirdly. Qn the fubjeA oS action, I fnid mack H) 
veprohendin moft pscachcrs, and I might add 'vt\ moft 
pUy>er$ alfo. The moft general wicf \sMf$mt0nmg zet 
tion. Mr. Garrkk ufed left) a^lon than any perform** 
er I ever faw ; but his a£lk>n had always fome mean*- 
ing, it always fpoloe : aad, by making ufe of tefs than 
other a£tor&, ift perhaps hs^ the greater force. 

In ihn Gifei Ibme refpeft^muft be had to the chap* 
after of the jiation, which is gravity r fen*e iefpe^ 
mttft be ksot to thai wbiek'tbe fpoaker afftiaies : atitl a 
preacher of (j\e Golpel is certainly ^e gr2<veftt>^ehaef 
Btlon^ Much aflion ;is exprf ffixe ai levHry', aad tkerer 
fece ah»gether ii^c^nffftcnt wt^tlmh thefe oircvunftan^ 
i£Si 'finSdes^ aftiDai:ir uk geBcni espare&ve of. gve^l 
{lafBea!!, ftnd therefore cannot be required, or even ex- 

teach oT'to eit^Mn. 

S6me Vrads of aftfcn arc lij thepifelve^s ungr^crfnlT 
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2^6 ON THE COMPOSITION AND 

I liavc fccn one preacher, wfiofe hkitis were coijftanriy 
cmployct!, as if he were engaged tn . the occupation of 
a grarc-dJgger ; atW smother, Nirhofccmcc!- perpetually 
hammertng naits'intb the pulpit. I toow^o attitude Id 
completely difgufting as what I call the fpread^ eagle at- 
titude, tJiritfa both wings elevated as if in the a£bion of 
flying : and\ I have heard of a certaiit preateHer, whb wab 
ludicrouiiy compared to a tea-pot^ froin the atfefted po- 
fitidn in whjdi h(? commonly addreffed' the.rtiult4tude. 
' The mcaneft fpebies of buflbonery is that of ii^ing 
jour tbor^ds) and yet I have knowo this ptafticeconfer 
fome degree of pbpuhrity. To underftand pcrfeftly 
the abfurdity of it, it is only neceffary to (Afervc it 
in excefs. What (faould we think of the perfon, for 
indance, who, in reading, the foUowing Kfies, Ihould 
think proper to*reprefcn: theaAiohs which they 
defcrtbe ? ' 

*5 Dm! fomc morcfoKer crtHc e^me aBrea'f^ 
*'\£yfrto9^lfmiPd; tf rights 1 >i/J'</thc rod " . 

:.,-.. .' •• I 

Or if, in reading the introdii£loty (entence of the Com- ^ 
Inoii-Prayer, * Rend your hearts; aad not your gar^ 
metfts^' a clergyman were to mimic thcfe anions, 
fhouid we not think he m^ ant' to ridiculcf either the I 
liturgy or the congregation? Depend lipon.it, it is | 
niot lefs efientially abfurd, and only differs in degree, 
lA^hen the 'pie^her, every time the heart is mentioned, 
claps his hand to his breail ; or, if he reads ^< the htav* 
«« ens declare the glory of Go©," thinks it neeei&ry to i 
f aife his arm, as if pointing to a iign*poft. ' y^ * ' 
' i£very thing like affe£iatim oii^ht tO' becautioufly i 
avoided.* If a preacher can untfee good fenfe and pi- I 
ety with a. ftyle tolerably fmaorh add harmonious *, if ' 
llis voice be not harfli or difgufting ( and^ if Ins deliv* 
ery b« eafy and une»bamifled> he will find no titol of 
• ' : flooriflies 

' •:^Oirc&mctlK|^etrt&d,the Ii«iid»ielBg ^Udi^ 
^ fhrinks np his fiiooiders, and ftrctchcs i6rdi.hi«if«tfMiCiMW|ir«go* 
^ ing 10 cleave a buUock's heatf^ pt rive the body of an o^** £4cb- 
>uu>*s Centemp qf the Clergy. 
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flom^Cf t94'ender.^i|Qiip]f agi^^ble^, Jew eau.c:fcel ip 
f he higher rjequIflteSjpfi^ratQry ;; ff wean be fiae ipeakr 
ers 4. put alL may. be cQvre^'i anct agreeable f[ieakerH i^ 
(hey will not be too ambitious of being fine fpe^kers. 
If an orator onee lofe fight of naturei,^^ qxeirJuqn of 
art can compenfate £pt tlxie deviation. 

It has been frequency, debated^ whether, a fermoa 
m^y be 4eliver^d ^o/Hjioft. advantage, perfcfUy extem- 
pore^ fronj. jOxeiBory^pf from written notes. I have 
tried all thf fip niethod^ ^ ;md, framrepeated experience, 
I do noXhefitate tagiv^e the preference to the la(t. , Iq 
fpeaking extetnpf>re, the mjnd is too intent upoi;i.th9 
matter ami tlie language, to attend to the manner; 
|iqd^ though thj^ empha^s Mf ill in general be.right|>thts 
Is nipre than countdtbalanced by me defe£\sm mod«|r 
latiocv an^by .^ wai^ of that harmonious and; fuljl 
conclufipnof the periods,. M^hich may be eSefledi^ when 
we are previouily adjuain ted with the extent of the 
fc^/^nc^v J[n flullveaiiig a ! vcompo^tion* by 'rote,! the 
inen[)dry is fo neuiqh upon the ftretch, that .a. degree ot 
embarra/tmcnt ne^eiTarily enCiies. Thji.fuccefs of the 
a(Dtocs, t am>wa«e, wiU,fofma^rong'ob]e4^onto.thr^ 
pbfervation.; bit t^ let it be remembered, the fpeeches, 
wh^ they have tp copmi^ ,to memory, are 10 fliort, 
that they wjU not be^r apy! coinparifon with the. deliv- 
ery., of a }o^ and ^ooiplex^iece of cpnipofitioo : not 
ta mentilcfp^the suds, which t^ey receive from what h 
callecl the cue^ or the^rc^ponlesof the other phai^^erisif 
an4 f<om thpbpnftant attenjtipn.(^the prompt^r^ ^ . 

' I\ was my intf i|tidn to.have concluded; with a mt* 
icat exatni^iation of. the mofl; approved -ipei^imens e^ 
tant m this fpecies^of cocppoiition} but I find I have 
already exceeded my limits, and, I fear, haVe' exhauft« 
ed the patience of the reader. Indeed Iliave been com« 
pelled, for the fake of brevity, to omit feveral remarksi 
which might have been ufeful-to fome, and acceptable 
to many perfons ; and have confined myfelf to what I 
efteemed abfolutely ueceflary. 

To revert to a fubjed, which I formerly declined 
becaufe I apprehended it would be more properly iotro* 

duced 
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ihictrd In tWi phce^ TiHeJ Wado^ wiH flo tht iirftrfticc, 
If fte fcotrceiVfcfe that thw'rfHfertationfs ttttxdt either in 
^Icgyorin commerhfatidrt df thc^difcbntfcs which 
fdlldtur. On tlie ccnitrary j I do not pretend to fay, that 
\tif 6V^n Mpritrngs. win; in all rcfpcfts, ftand*thc teft of 
the rules which I have prefuntcd tb recommend. Many 
tjf thcfe difcouffcs were compoftd ar an early period of 
life, befcnre I had givcrt ttet ttftieal attentitin to the 
ftbjeft, which rhave Tincic beftowcd upon it ; and, af- 
ter all, thcfe ate other ^u^lrfiejs befidds taffc teiiuired to 
form gdt)d coihpofiribns ;! and it is eafietto conceive 
tf Wauty aiid^pttfeaSoiliiitfe ibfttifl tharipraftical- 
4y toettel. 

feht)uld itbf ol^Cftfe!. thatlbt^ht tt)' have deferred 
llie ptiBiieiftiori, \xti\t{ittity Mjf^tviici^ pct{t&:lf confift- 
tttt with ftiy Inbtiotisbf .fe!<tellfcnte/theinrweiri$ plain : 
ii-that itwair 'pbflfel'ethty iftightpcrfTe^fctot^tJ^l^^^^ 
^hidh, hi Ttij ■ cflJmaAicm, im^ cotinrerbalkncc, in 
ilttne itieafltif e/ fliefe rffe^ftft?:* Tht^ fat^at leaff, I will 
Venture fo afitegt^ ^ft theit fl vouir^ thaithey are adapted 
lil'^eheral t(rtfel>uftbeft oftdn^rtrtift life,'and I*think 
'taithJ^fc*tp%^p!^aifHe#lfyufeftil.' Bntjt'woifld'bete- 
. ^lotfsr iHtd 1tnpetj!iWt(t tfe 'inte inio a nri^ute Retail of 
ilie'thdtived which drteVmhieattie tjbi piibllA, or which 
'Mtx^nttd thi tfmice ih i?id'lWeaidn= of thefe fflfcourf- 
'^. 'Hbwevet flifntferm^r 'claffei^iiWnthe frfvdttr of 
Irtie ptiUllc, dhe gcfotf j&nd atl^ft wilt b^ ^hlWered by 
the ptfbfrcsltron. ' The fefli-frtiits ctf f vtty tqrairt indul- 
try ought to b^^cotASlttated to hisr jirbfeiBBoh i ^ntf thefe 
IferrfiCnd, and thh difrert^tidfi'WJH,;!'fl3(tdr*ttiyferfi be 
tiifficJerrt to J)rove, that, Whateve* rixybthct literary en- 
ga^enrtfents, I h«ve no^ been whbW fajittentive t6 that 
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ON T»R FAR AKl* OF T^E RICH MAN Jim 
LAZARUS.* 

f«n9[e alisMefMe^aii'featcely fiiil ca etcke out 
atteatioii) tad to ^^^^ttttO-miiKlUHry into the nature 
oFthe crime. Thfe feSMng finneri-^-tiai he t^^ 
tktihmt ^ B04dr Ou :ht ^Mbrfte4 or bl^pliemed the 
God lof kjin fadiem;? ^at^ -be imbrued his metcHell 
lufflds ill' the Uoo4 ^ tilt imoodat ? Haa be feafted 
oii.th<c ^ib of ilhe <ftdiei$e& Md in^idow ?>^Atteii4 
l)itt to.hisaiioaiu, ye men of Ae wei^ld^fd who lma|^• 
ine that jalbft and ImnuiOa^ lif« id a life (tf tUnoeei^^ 
ainddat baidjii^not to^doenl^is fidfiUiiig the G<^|^L 

TAleeuMXi faya^our blefledlieia>> a ctriakt rrdJ^MMtt. 
-«^ut he his .^ddod nothtfig o^ous or difgrao^ t^ 

• thia 

For thc^jeMral »otUiieofthi8Sermad|jjj|ii^btrf,tf,MA«^^ 
It i%iio«r<Mdri^fl4h*iaire^lMO ail imifyid^, ftii4 4liat artry free qwj, of 
t|],e fr^ah)l9mor. SMwUf the^MigiW^lttar U mudifiit>^ 
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290 — GWSOORY'rSERMCJNr- " *" 

this circumftance. He has not told us that this'' man 
was indebted for T^is ridhes to fiattcrjr or axly criminal 
means^ or that Tie enjoyed with infolence what by bafc- 
nefshehad acquired. The.filence of Scripture juftifics 
us on this head. — He tuas rich. — He elcpended his 
weahh in a round of peaceful enjoyments ; free from 
ambition, encircled with pieafures, exempt from care : 
and how few.arc. theirc at this day in the world who 
polTefs the goods of fortune in more innocent circum- 
ftariVcS'f Neverth«lefs, liiark the firft eauCe of his rep- 
robation I He was rich. - - - \ ' . 

He was chthfd in^tir^U and. fine, HtUMf, . Yet we do 
not learn that in Kis pomp he exceeded the limits of his 
revenue *, that the tradefmapier artier were fuffcrers 
by his oftentation and extravagance : we do not learn 
that he regarded his equals or inferiors with an eye of 
coi^tenapt, or that rapine ym employed td; nouriXh his 
yanity. He was clothed in purpU md fine linen^rr^Sit 
loved parade and magnificence ; and that) tOQ) in ^an 
age yrben every thing contributed to this .paffion % when 
Religion herfelf was apparelled in the mbft gorgeous 
attire ; and when piety was believed in a. great meaf- 
ure to. cosfift in a fpkndid temple, and in the majeftf 
and ikblimity of exteripr ceremonies, 
. Mefttr^dfumptuoufiy every day, a>ntmuf s the parable. 
But the law of Mo£p8 had not, as yet,' impofed that 
rigid temperance which the ptbrity* <tf out religion rec- 
^mipends^ -^ l^nd fi$wjng nmib mUi , and honey was 
one of the .firft promUes mude to the feed bf Abt^am, 
and one-of their chief induoemonts to^dbedience.: Nor 
do we find that: this riphmaiiis acoufed of havinjg^ 
tianfgreiTed the law in this point, of^hayingeaten^ 6i 
thof<; viands the Jewifh law-^giVer had proyUted, o^ 
broken through the rules of abftinence his religion had 
prefcribed. Hefiared/umftucufly.'r^Yetwe have no ^- 
folute authority to charge him with gluttony. We are 
not informed tha^ drunkennefs or profanenefs waited 
on hi^ repafts,or that ilander. or ridicule made a part 
ef the entertainment $ that from one fcene of debauch- 
«ry he ifulhed to a&odher i that he add^ ayajice tovost 

/ / lujptuoufnsfs, 
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lii{rtadufttef$, aoi fallitd from the board of iatemper-* 
ance to the gimmg-taWc 5 that he there affociated 
with the tnoft abmdoned among mankind, and on the 
caft of a die hazarded that which ought to have aflFord- 
ed fubfiilence ro poor and induftfious multitades, that* 
with which he was intruftedfor very difForent purpofe*.- 

In fine, he is not upbraided with imjifety or irrclig- 
ion. He is not call^ a cruel mailer, afn undutiftil 
child, a faithlefs huCband, or a perfidious friend. Ife* 
is not faid to have made ufe of his riches to cotrupt'tte 
integrity of others; tofeduceand ruin unguarded in- 
fiocence ito vex and diftrefs his neighbour, to obftriift 
his' projefts, or to dtfcofteert his- meafurcy. He was 
tlot envious or infatiabb. H : lived a life of eafe and 
luxury ; fuch a life as is conformable to the notions of 
thofc whom we denominate men of the world : »life, 
compared with that of many among us, blamelefs 5— 
I (hould fay, praife-worthy. 

To this ftate of the queftion you will doubtlifs 0:1- 
pofebis hard-heartcdnefs towards Lazarus, his infenfi- 
bility to the fufFerings of thofe beneath him. You wilt 
affprt your own title to the mercy and favour of God, 
fince you have ever attended to the lamentations of dif- 
trefs. — You have beftowed much in charity. — To thi* 
I anfwer, fuch a conduft is not without its merits 5 but 
charity is of a ftill more cxtcnfive nature. Unl«fs you 
poffefs a foul meek^ gentUf patient j not vaunting itfeify 
not puffed up ; though you give half your goods to feed the 
poor^ and though you give your body to be burned^ it profiteth 
nothing. Alma-giving is indeed a neceflary duty, but 
it does not involve the whole fyftem of Chriftian be- 
nevolence. However, let us inquire a little farther ia* 
to the crime of thirunhappy though rich man, and per* 
baps we fhali find ourfelves fcarcely left culpable^ 

There luas a certain beggar ^ named Lazarus ^ v>h& was 
laid at his gate full of fores ^ 'ond defring to be fed with the 
crumbs which fell from the rich niafCs table. Here is in- 
deed a piAure, at which the indignant fpirit of hu* 
manity at once catches the alarm, and every virtuous 
aiFc£lioa of the foul is excited to pity and to condemn^ 

The 
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Ubie that o^fflov« widi delkJteitSi and uifcnfible to 
fhd imftry 6f a Mk»v«<:Ktttoc, who is foduecd to 
Wiib for a few cmmbs to appt^fls the fii«rpAe& of his 
huiigpr,''-«*tht$ 18 indeed a light monftroits in tht e]^s of 
llel^ion< and Chufrity. Ncve^ifaelefs,. if ^^ ex«min4 
a Ikrk more accurately, w<b fiiaU iind that Our Lord 
^o^& nbt refyvefcnt the cbadofk^of tfhe vieh ma* as an 
eiftraordtnairyand afftonifliiiiglnftasDiee of batharity, hut 
as- the ordinary proeeedatig of petfons in a firfiilar fitu^* 
atton \ the prQceedingi» in flilMt^ of a man carelefa^ in- 
4K)lent^ and wtreAcdtng^ 

Lac^tts uras a eomthon heggor i an4 men snt vfual^ 
ly left touched with the wretehednefs of thefe». thaii 
with the kidigetice of thofe ^ho only petidon in fecret« 
We are^ apt to purfuade onrfelves, ttiat their in^ortu- 
fiities are only artifices to attract the attention of tht 
wealthy. In (hort, mod of thofe co^derations, which 
render us detf to the entreatie»oft^e common metidi- 
cants and wanderers that appeair about o«ur doors^ mijg^t 
jkt<ve, in like ma^oef^^ itialoe hint ^ny the re^neft of 
LasSMrni^ and fo far nayferve mesdciiie fctf that want 
of Gomnioife» compafikm^ of wUefa we are. perhaps too 
f^ady toaccufir him^ 

Lasarne w«r htdnt hk gafe fuH tffirtf. Slioh an 
i«>bjeA» IbdUgh it any draw » tear from the eye of rev 
iktibn^ H not always ei|«aUy facoefsAsl in working on 
the fedinga of others. S*^ an ohjeCb, 1^ da^l^ al 
'rfieir gat«, woukl dlSiind die lieHeacy ^m) provoke A^ 
todignailon <^ 9MRy of theirinfr nan of tbeprefent age* 
They woii&dordtrtht 0dflf9A fpe^ad^ tie he drWtiii 
finomtlMW fi^i a»< feme 'inftletitiiiltttKter oflihekr 
cf nolty w^ottM add' f e^A^Off ^ difa^ttttsii^nt. But 
we do iu»t rted thaHtieibtch mM ttk dhto pambto fi» naadc 
asfisadeuCis ^an intemperate eiipn^effioa^ 

Hktf art we ereft inioiiilied thai lui^Us madcsapesi^ 
Ibftal appKtiitie)^ iso tJaeiiekmam. ^6 if(^6v4orinAF^ 
<ed^ tithe fed «t^ thecrurnhk-^^'Stsi.* perhape iir«s fikotf 
iand lelt hts afliAion^ hie iefirmitt<!|s^hi»feves» to plead 
Ik^ hi«»{ vh^ the rant attds ^w^gtmsais 6£ die rich. 
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town dii not aWow him leifure to rcfieft on the miferf 
of a poor bcggat. And for this Abraham reproves- 
him, as, one day or other, all the thoughttef^ and inat- 
tentive fons of pleafure and diinpation will be reproved! 
at tie judgment'feat of Chnjl / Lazarus lOas naked ^ aha- 
you ciGthedinm not ; he itfasjick^and you vifitedhim not : hf 
was an-hungered^ and you ndm'iffijiered not to him,—^Son^ 
remember that thou in thy life-time receivedjl thy good 
t kings i and' itke*iiH/e Lazarus evi/ things; tutno^t^heh^ 
comfortedy and thou art tormented^ 

You, who have not as. yet tailed the bitter draught* 
of adverfity ; you, whofe defires are gratified at a wilh-.j • 
you, who fay toyourfoul^ eatydrink^ and be merry y there is'' 
much good laid up for thee for many years ; you, who Hre-* 
for yourfelf, and take no thought for the fufferings* of 
others :—— Should you, after this, be ledtomqwrc to* 
whom the parable «nder our confidcration is addreffed',' 
I anfwer, a« the prophet to the king, thou art the mtm.--^ 
— ^Thou haft ovcrftepped the frugality and flnipHcity • 
of thy anceftors-j thou haft received thy good things^ am|i 
thou haft made them ftlbfervicnt onlyto the gratifkra-- 
tion of thy {mflions \ thou haft laid the foundations* 
of thy happinefs upon earth ; there haft thou built a^ 
city; there haft rhou placed thy utmoft confidence.-- 
ComQ, then, and aid m^ while I fhift the fcen^ ; while;* 
with the evangelirt, we purfue this thy predeeeflbV tb> 
that after-ttfttc, where lie i^ no longer ^iothM in ^ur-t 
pic and fincKnen, aild fares no longer fumptuou fly, 'a^^ 
he was wont. Attend, the|efore, to the concltffibn of » 

tRe parable : . k tc^ne torpafs that the beggar died .\ ^bp-^ 

preffedwth ydafe, Mrith ticknefs, and with penury, he" 
finks^ bcneatJi the burthen of calamity, and is- conveyed,i 
without pomp or folemnity, to the fiient grave. • But*'^ 
mafk the change l He; was carried by the angels y tnto'^ 
Abrnhdn^s bofom ; to diofe regions of blHs, the final re- 
ward of virtue, fortitude, and patience; ' There this* 
tears are wiped away, his afHi£Hons are corifoled, hrs 
poverty is enriched, his humility is glorified^ and his * 
penitence rewarded with eternal felicity. Thr rich- • 
nmn alfodied^ andivas buried. Behold, then> crcry'marj^ 
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oi oftMtaaoA Mid magmficcnce which can tceon^astf 
that laft fad fokmnky. The wiiok city is i» morion 9 
his vaft pofifeifioas at^ the d»me of iMiiverial convex£i^ 
tkm 4 tu8 profufion and liberalitf are tfrefjr where ex» 
tolled: a trata of affe Aed mofttncis sOAend hk bieri 
ilia rdaciona fttive to iHcniife btf fftme I7 pottpouala^ 
ties and ifi&tipfeions etigtaven upottbraft and mavfalei 
-'-^a. vam ^ for all hb glory muft die with him. HW 
vi^v same Is not handed down to x»% Forfb* mfm$tj 
'rfiie tUicked ferj/betb v)hb Aimg fays thd wife m^; ami 
%&^ ivi9 bannfiught 'malth und i(m9urs9artft^ffed aiux^ 
iaya the fon of Sirach, and an kmme as fiemgbiifiy bad 
tuvir bseti botn*, But^ though fin is of dm poithaUe 
namre here bdow^ it is of kit too fatal % dnm^ioQ ia 
aaotfaer Hate \ for, the next place, in which w». find 
the ridl saaa, ia hill< and in hil he tifttd tsp^Mtey^ 
atid Jiab Ahtrabam tfar ^ and hoManu if^Us btpmj. 
omiLf icriedj andfatd, Faw0y Ahrabam^ hofw mtrrfm tm^ 
mmdfini Latorusy that b^ mafdip tbt t^^hkfin^ ^in^ 
ratify a^cool my tongus ; for 1 am t^mm^fd im fbhf 
flami. Such an image i» too tremendous to dureH up* 
on, and indeed I truft there are none anoong you io v^ 
fenfibk as to require it to be hej|htened by the colour* 
' ing of rhetoric. Let us, therefore, oniTC more Tereit 
to the £rit objeA of this difoourfe, namely^ ^n ^ipfftiry 
4mo tbechief xaufeof )iis condemnation : and th^ ap- 
peaUSy beytmd all poffibility of dif^>ute, no Other tbaa» 

llf-B of lN2>OLEJ»C£, THO^GHTX,Ea$l«BS6,,CfF^liI|l4fc£T, 

AK^X^^^i^^ ^ '^ y^^^i unmarked with great crimcsy hut 
'deiiitute alio c^ virtoe?* . Now,- if fuch a puniOiQaeBt 
Awaited the difcipk of Mofes, under a .gco& a«d ar* 
tial lawy-^what i think you that the difcipk of Ghiiist, 
«aiid^ a law which is purity andipirituality itfelfi will 
"be more Yarounrabfjf received than the rich ^Qh^^MKf 
«nder the Jewilh diipcnfation ? yjt are coramanided 
-to ht perffit^ ev€n atour FATHEai 'wh$ is in beapfnfisjfer*' 
ftS. We ^ave an example, which we axe bound t« 
ifotlpw, our great and hlei&d Maften But is it isn- 
. tating hxtn, my brethren, merely not to cooymit adul- 
4mY» inusder. facril^ ? lA^ tbe£i^. the bounds of 
■^ Chiiftian 
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Chriftian Virtues ? Was Christ content with doing 
wrong to no man> with paying tribute to Cefar, with 
net being accufed of an/ endirmoQs (In ? Did he not 
•fttbdae and mottify all earthly aiFedions } Did he not 
pray for his enemies ? Did he not^^ about doing good .' 
Was he not tfuek andto^$ly of heart fSkm^t^ difinterefted, 
exa£l to fulfil the law to the minuted point ? Did he 
ilove the wor/di he* who contradi£led» fouglit, and over* 
t:aine# ? Did- he promiTe fdvatiott to the worldly^ 
lie, who has fo i^epeatedly condemned them ? Did he 
^dare in flavour oftiches; he, ^ho has execrated 
them ? In favour, of honours and dignities:} he, who 
fo ftttdiOttily, fo conftantly, avoided them ? In favour 
^f pleafuresr^ he-, whadeqp^ifed ihem i 

Behold, then,^oar modell af»d reft afliiredt that, ia 
l^relperity or adverlity, in a court or in a cloider, un«> 
lefs we bear his image in our hearts, and are conformed! 
to bM likeoeii^, we art in a fitualioA but little prefera^ 
bk t» ^kuM qS the rich^vbut trnfortonate, perfonj wli» 
Ih» bsra ihft MjtA of diia exhoctatieii. 
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SERMON, 

BTBEILBT PORTEUS, D. D. ♦ 



ON THE LOVE OF PLEASURE. 



YOU may be lovers of pleasure j it « natural^ 
it is reafonable, for you to be fo,; but yOB muft 
not be LOVERS of pleasure, more than LevERS^or 
God. This is the true line that fcparates harmlefs gaU 
ety from criminal dijjipation. It is a line drawn by the 
hand of God himfelf, and he will never fuffer it to be 
pafled with impunity. HE claims, on the juftcft 
grounds, the fird place in your hearts. His laws and 
precepts are to be the firft object of your regard. And 
be aiTured, that by fufFering them to be fo, you will be 
no lofers even in prefent felicity* It is a truth demon- 
Arable by reafon, and confirmed by invariable experi- 
ence, that a perpetual round of fafliionaWc gaiety, is 
4iot the road to real fabftantial J^appinefs. Aik thofc 
who have tried it, and they will all (if tliey are honcft) 
with one voice declare, that it is not. It is indeed in- 
the very nature of things irapoffiUe that it fhould be fo. 
This world is not calculated to afford, the human mind 
is not formed to bear, a conftant fucceffign of new and 
exquifite delights. To aim therefore at uninterrupted, 
unbounded gaiety, to make pleafure fo neceffary to your 
exUlence, that you cannot fubfift one momeflt without 
it, is to convert every thing that is not abfolute pleafure 
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iMor^ihStivfts paln^ ^ni u> hy the foimtlatimi of certtuo 
rixifery. Dtverfioas are of too thin Mid unfubftanltial M 
na^ttfeto fill the ^diole capadty^of a rational mind^ or 
to faicbfy the cravings of a fopd ftHrmed far immortalitf.* 
Thef tmrft^ they do, tire and difguft ; you fee it erery 
day ; yott fee men flying frdm one amufement to aftdth* 
er ;* aflcdltng to be happy, yet fi^eling thein&lves mH^ 
^erable ; fatigued with {iti^otng their pie^if«re€, yet on* 
«afy wthouc thena ; gro-sirin^ fick at iaft of them all, o£ 
themfelves^ and every thtn^ around tbehi } and cotnpelU 
rd pethaps at lad to have recourle to foHtudCi wiijv)ut 
the lead pfovifion made fer tt «, wtthost any fand of en-> 
tertainnfient within, to render it fop portable. From tht» 
wretdied ftate it is that religion wouid preferve yo»^ and 
the very worft yot have to £ear from it, is nothing more 
than fuch gentle reftraints on yomr gaiety, as totid* t« 
promote the very end you have in view, the true enjoy- 
ment evert of the prefem life. Suffer it then to do you 
«hi$kmd diSee^ ami dcn^ tookcoi Chriftianity in diat 
Kh^Mity lighr, in which it Udmctunes perhaps appeara ta 
yoo. Far from being an enemy to cheerFulnefsi it it 
tbn: trueft friend to it. That fober and temperate ofe 
df divevfionsy which it allows and recojtunends, is the 
CureA Dfsry to preferve thek power to pleafe, and youff 
capacity zo enjoy them.. At the fame time, ii)o«igh it 
forindseaeefs in our picafures, yet it mQlnp<l!ies the n»m^ 
bcr ^the«i 1 an J diipofes the mind a> receive e«t«ertain>« 
fnectt (rcmi a variety of obyeds and p«rfoitS| which to 
the gay part of manktisd are abfol'iitely flat and infipid^ 
Tor a body im perfefl heaMf^ the ptanaefl &iad is tcMih 
tng, and to a fotxi rightly hamtontzed by teligson every 
thing aObnil} ddight. Rural retiMmen^ deMheftic traai*^ 
•quillityv irieislly eonverfatmi) literary parftiivsi pfatio^ 
IbfUcnl sB^airlesv works of genttts and imaginfiifioiv 9 
Day ^tfv«» thtr SMru bficmiiei ot schadorned naf ore^ a- 
ht^fjm 'AwpyZ ftill ev€hittg5' a ftarry bents^hete^ a«e fom^r* 
eawi QtoodalMvted pieaficttft(tt> Aoft whofe taflne '^ i»of 
^nitMid by enthiml iirdirigoaoesy o^ debafed by triflitig 
otioR. And when. £»» theftf you vile so (he ftifl mM^ 
iiatbteUiid manly d«iigfat» of virtue 1 to that Ml^oti- 
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fpraitttlation which jprings up in the foul. from the con- 
fcioufnefs of having ufed your beft endesivours to a£i 
up to the precepts of the Gofpel ; of .having done your 
utmofty with the help of Divine Grace, to correft your 
infirmities, to fubduc your paflions, to improve your 
underftandings, to exalt and purify you afFe<f\ions, to 
promote the welfare of all within your reach, to love 
and obey your Maker and your Redeemer ; then is hu- 
man happinefs wound up to its utmod pitch \ and this 
world has no higher gratifications to give. 

Try then, you, who are in fearch of pleafures, try 
thefe among the reft ; try, above all others, the pleafures 
of iJevotion. Think not that they are nothing more 
than the viiions of a heated imagination. They are real, 
they are exquifite. They are what thoufands have ex- 
perienced, what thoufands ftili experience, what you 
you rfelves may experience if you pleafe. Acquire on- 
ly a ta/ie for devotion, (as you ojten do for other things 
of far lefs value) in the beginning of life, and it will be 
your fupport and comfort through the whole extent of 
it. It will raife you above all k>w cares, and little grat- 
ifications ', it will give dignity and fublimity to your 
fentiments, infpire you with fortitude in danger, witl^ 
patience in adverfity, with moderation in profperity, 
with alacrity in all your undertakings, with watchful- 
nel's over your own condu£l, with benevolence to all 
mankind. It will be fo far from, throwing a damp on 
your other pleafures, that it will give new life and.fpir- 
it.to them, and make all nature look gay around you. 
It will be a freih fund of cheerfulnefs in ftore for you, 
when the vivacity of youth begins to droop ; and is the 
only thing that can fill up that void in the foul, which 
is left in it by every earthly enjoyment. It will not, like 
worldly pleafures, defert you, when you have moft need 
of confolation, in the hours of folitude, of ficknefs, of 
old age *, but when once its holy flame is thoroughly 
lighted up in your breafts,inftead of becomipg more faint 
and languid as you advance in years, it will grow brighter 
and ftronger every day 5 will glow with peculiar warmth 
and luftre^ when your diflblution draws near ; will dif- 
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perfe the gloom and horrors of a death-bed ; will gire 
you a foretafte, and render you worthy to partake) of 
that FULNESS OF JOY, thofe pure celeftial pleasures 
which arc at «< God's right hand for evermore*." 



• Pfal. rri. il. 
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